
Maintenance 

Your knowledge and the decisions that you make about maintenance will have an effect on your 
savings, debt, health, safety, security, energy bills, insurance coverage and premiums, mortgage 
renewal, resale value and time on the market when you decide to sell.


Use this task list to do some simple, yet routine, inspecting, cleaning, repairing, replacing and adjusting 
activities in the spring and fall.  This is an important responsibility as a property owner.  If this is 
something you don’t have time or know-how to do, hire your contractor.


Disconnect power when doing maintenance on your furnace, hot water tank, HRV, washing machine or 
dryer.   Wear splash goggles and cleaning gloves when handling or applying chemicals or cleaners.  
Know how to shut off your main water supply when doing maintenance to water supply connections.


If you have a gas fireplace, turning off the pilot in warmer weather is optional.  It will save on natural gas 
consumption and a few of your dollars.  However, spiders are attracted to the mercaptan used to give 
an odour to natural gas.  Their webs could clog up the pilot and burner tubes which will require a 
service call to clean them. 
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Item First Time 
(Prevention) Spring & Fall Spring only Fall only Things you need

Emergency 
action plan

Plan and practice for 
exiting the house in 

case of fire or CO and 
taking cover in the 

house for tornadoes.


Have a meeting place 
on the street in case of 
fire or CO.  Go to a cold 
cellar or a room without 
windows if a tornado is 

coming.


Pre-plan short to long 
term housing in case of 

fire damage, natural 
disaster or extended 

power outage.

Practice the plan.
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Electrical 
System

Re-label panel if 
breakers have been 

added or illegible 
writing.

Check panel for tripped 
breakers (contact 

licensed electrician if 
it’s an on going issue).


Test AFI and GFI 
breakers.


Test GFI outlets.

Test general outlets for 

proper connection. 

Contact licensed 

electrician to replace 
missing or damaged 
switches and outlets 
(replace with tamper 

proof). 

Replace damaged or 

missing covers.

Turn ON air conditioner 
disconnect switch or 

circuit breaker.

Turn OFF air 
conditioner disconnect 

switch or circuit 
breaker.

Outlet tester

Live wire tester


Circuit breaker finder

HVAC

Consider switching to a 
smart thermostat for 
energy savings and 

convenience.

Replace filter in furnace 
and humidifier.


Clean or replace filter in 
HRV unit.


Replace batteries in 
thermostat.

Reprogram manual 
thermostat or switch to 
warm weather settings.  


Uncover and test air 
conditioner (turn 

disconnect or breaker 
on).

Reprogram manual 
thermostat or switch to 
cool weather settings.


Test furnace.


Cover air conditioner 
and turn disconnect or 

breaker off. 

Furnace filters

Humidifier filters


ecobee thermostats

Nest thermostat


Batteries

Hot Water 
Tank

CAUTION: hot water! 
Partially drain tank to 

remove sediment 
(check your manual or 

service provider if 
rented),


Check for leaks.

Short length hose

Item First Time 
(Prevention) Spring & Fall Spring only Fall only Things you need
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Sump pump
Consider installing a 

back-up sump pump or 
battery back-up.

Check operation and 
test battery back-up. Battery back up

Floor drain Remove clutter away 
from floor drain.  

Check inside drain for 
water in the P trap.  

This prevents sewage 
gas from entering the 
house.  P trap is filled 
by primer line usually 
connected to laundry 

sink.

Plumbing

Consider installing a 
back flow valve to 

prevent water entering 
the basement from a 
backed up sewer line.

Check water supply 
connections to faucets, 

toilets, washing 
machine for leaks.

Replace dripping 

faucets.

Replace flapper in 

running toilets.

Disconnect and clean P 

traps under sinks.

Clean back flow valve.

CLOSE outside spigots 
and turn ON valve 
inside the house.

Turn OFF valve inside 
the house and OPEN 

outside spigots.

Adjustable wrench

Toilet flappers

Cold Cellar

Remove any furniture, 
toys and items of 
sentimental value.  

They will get musty and 
moldy.

Close vents by stuffing 
with insulation or rages.  

Reduces humidity.

Remove insulation or 
rages from vents.

Item First Time 
(Prevention) Spring & Fall Spring only Fall only Things you need

Copyright Reno FX Media Version 1.02

https://amzn.to/2OcWt20
https://amzn.to/30l0S9T
https://amzn.to/2LDmA0n
http://RenoFX.Media


Structure

Check basement 
foundation for cracks 
and support posts for 

misalignment.

Test doors to close 

properly.

Look for cracks or 
separation of wall/

ceiling corners on each 
floor.

Alert Systems

Install a smoke/CO 
detector in each 

bedroom.


Install fire extinguisher 
in garage, basement, 

shed, exit doors.

Check expiry date and 
press test button on 

Smoke/CO detectors.  
Test door bell.

Replace batteries in 
detectors.

Battery smoke/CO 
detector


Smoke/CO with 
strobe light


Batteries


Multi-purpose fire 
extinguisher


Step ladder

Item First Time 
(Prevention) Spring & Fall Spring only Fall only Things you need
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Fire & poison 
hazards

Remove clutter around 
furnace, hot water tank, 

dryer, fireplace.


Store cleaners, 
chemicals, gas 

containers out of reach 
of children and above 

flood water line.


Remove dead growth 
and prune trees at least 
30 feet away from the 

house.

Clean oven of grease 
and debris.

Water, 
moisture, 
humidity 
control

Consider using a water 
detecting device to 

alert you to water leaks.

Look at the condition of 
shingles, eaves, 

grading around the 
house.


Look for signs of a 
leaking foundation 

(water or mold).

 Look for leaks in the 

ceiling. 

Check humidity 

readings in the house.

Humidity meter


Water detectors

Railing

Push and pull on 
railings and spindles.  
Tighten loose railings 
and replace loose or 

missing spindles.

Trip hazards
Remove or replace trip 
hazards: toys, flooring, 

carpets, cords.

Item First Time 
(Prevention) Spring & Fall Spring only Fall only Things you need
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Doors & 
Locks

Consider cameras for 
curiosity, security and 

evidence.

Test for properly 
fastened hardware and 

full locking ability. 
Tighten screws on 
handles and strike 

plates.

Wyze security 
camera

Lighting 
inspection

Consider using motion 
switches and smart 

switches for safety and 
security.

Test outside, garage, 
hallway, stairwell lights.  

Replace with LED 
bulbs.


Replace task lighting 
for hood vents and 

refrigerator.

LED bulbs - warm 
white 2700k


Microwave oven 
stove LED


Refrigerator LED


Lutron motion switch


Wemo smart 
switches

Window 
operation

Check the U value on 
your windows.  

Consider upgrading to 
a better insulated 

window.

Test that windows 
open, close and lock 

properly.

Ceiling fans

Switch fan direction to 
counter clockwise to 

blow air straight down 
for a cooling effect.

Switch fan direction to 
clockwise to force 

warm air down.

Bathroom 
vent fan 
covers

Check the operation of 
the fan.  If it is not 

working or making a 
loud noise, have it 

replaced.

Vacuum or remove and 
wash covers for better 

airflow.

Lutron count down 
timer

Item First Time 
(Prevention) Spring & Fall Spring only Fall only Things you need
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Faucet 
regulators

The regulator or diffuser 
on some faucets can 

be removed.  Rinse out 
the deposits for better 

water flow.

Return air 
vent covers

Vacuum or remove and 
wash covers for better 

airflow.

Dryer vent

Check for considerable 
build up of lint in and 
around the vent.  It 

maybe necessary to 
vacuum the heating 

block to prevent a fire.

Disconnect vent. 
Vacuum inside dryer 

duct as far as vacuum 
can reach.  Reconnect 

vent.

Vent clamp for 4” 
duct


Torx driver set


Socket screw driver

Washing 
machine 

water pump 
filter

Check manufacturers 
instructions on cleaning 

out the water pump 
filter.  This will ensure 

that water drains 
properly, clothes have 

less water and will save 
on the cost of using 

your dryer.

Dishwasher 
filter

Check manufacturers 
instructions on cleaning 
out the filter.  This will 

ensure that water 
drains properly.

Item First Time 
(Prevention) Spring & Fall Spring only Fall only Things you need
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Refrigerator 
grill and coils

Vacuum grill at the 
bottom front of your 

refrigerator and the girls 
if accessible at the 

back for better 
performance

Refrigerator 
water filters

Replace filter.  Some 
units will display a 
message when it is 

time to replace.

Refrigerator water 
filters

Carpet 
cleaning

Shampoo and steam 
carpets for sanitary and 

allergy reasons.

Carpet cleaner 
solution

Eaves

Clean eave troughs and 
downspouts of debris,


Look for leaks on a 
rainy day and patch 

where necessary.

Leaf guards

Window 
caulking

Check for peeling, 
cracking or missing 

sealant around 
windows, pipes and 

cable that goes into the 
house.

Exterior colour match 
sealant

Item First Time 
(Prevention) Spring & Fall Spring only Fall only Things you need
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Window 
cleaning

CAUTION: 

Consider hiring a 

contractor for the high 
windows. Keep young 
children away when 
removing screens. 


Clean windows and 
screens.  

Window cleaning 
tools

Curb stop 
water shut off

If the shut off is on your 
lawn, keep it clear in 
the winter or mark it 

with a stake.

Inspect the main water 
shut off in your 

driveway or lawn for 
damaged.  Call your 

municipal water works 
department to repair.

Exterior walls

Check for cracked 
bricks or missing or 
loose siding.  Repair 

immediately.

Chimney
Remove soot, 

blockages and built-up 
creosote annually

Inspect for missing or 
damaged bricks.

Item First Time 
(Prevention) Spring & Fall Spring only Fall only Things you need
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Garage door 
and opener

CAUTION:  garage 
torsion spring has 

enough torque to injure.  
Do not attempt to 
adjust or remove 

without professional 
help.


Check manufacturers 
instructions for tension 
adjustments on opener 

and lubrication.

Test safety sensor.

BBQs

Replace corroded parts 
for efficient and 
balanced heat.


Clean grease build up.

BBQ cleaner

BBQ parts


BBQ covers

Lawn mower Check oil level

Sharpen blade for next 
season.


Replace filters.

Change oil if 
applicable.

Lawn mower filters


Spark plug


Oil

Plant, tree and 
shrub 

overgrowth

Trim back or remove 
overgrowth close to 
the house to prevent 
moisture containment 

and inviting insects 
into the house. 

Regular pruning 
according to the type of 

growth
Trimming tools

Item First Time 
(Prevention) Spring & Fall Spring only Fall only Things you need

Copyright Reno FX Media Version 1.02

https://amzn.to/30bBgvN
https://amzn.to/30dj59Z
https://amzn.to/3094psm
https://amzn.to/34XBIxq
https://amzn.to/306cttQ
http://RenoFX.Media

	Maintenance

