
Shooting
Big project

Capture a sweeping scene on your cameraphone and turn  
it into a canvas print to take pride of place in your home

A panorama on  
your cameraphone

40

040-043_PFB_024.indd   40 15/03/2013   16:43



Shooting 
Big project

Get rid of obstructions 

04 Before you take your panorama shot, 
make sure there are no obstructions in 

the way. Wait for any people to move, 
otherwise they could appear at several points 
in your image. Also stand clear of any pillars or 
posts that will obstruct your view. 

Sweep smoothly 

05  For a steady panorama, hold your phone 
with your elbows tucked in. Slowly 

swivel your body around; the iPhone 5 will tell 
you if you are moving too fast. Keep moving for 
a while after you have taken the photo to 
ensure it is smooth from start to fi nish.

Use your smartphone

01 If you have an iPhone 5, open the phone 
camera, tap Options and then select 

Panorama. If you have a different phone, then 
download a panorama app. They are all really 
easy to use, just sweep your camera across 
the scene and it will stitch it all together.

Panoramas involve stitching several photos of the same 
scene together to include more in the frame than is 
possible with a normal photo. This is great for landscape 
or group shots as you don’t have to cut anyone or 
anything out of the photo.

It is possible to take a panorama with any camera, 
even your cameraphone, and many will even stitch the 
photos together for you. Some cameraphones, such as 
the iPhone 5, come with a panorama mode built in. But if 
yours does not, then there are a huge number of free 
and paid-for apps that you can download to do the job. If 
you are using a digital camera that does not have a 
panorama mode, simply take a series of shots that line 

up and overlap each other slightly, then use software 
such as Photomatix or Photomerge in Photoshop to 
stitch the photos together.

Panoramas make for great wall art, and in this tutorial 
we will show you how to turn yours into a canvas using 
Print Panoramics. This company specialises in panorama 
prints, with a wide range of canvas and print dimensions 
available. Due to the increasingly good-quality images 
produced by cameraphones, their size specifi cations are 
in fact optimised for panoramas taken on iPhone 
cameras, which we will use for this tutorial. However, you 
can use shots taken on any smartphone or camera and 
even create non-panoramic prints of various sizes.

Share your shots at... 
photoforbeginners.com

Search for PFBMag on...

Shoot! Take a smooth and sweeping panorama with your smartphone  

Don’t forget composition  

02 Think about the composition. Look for 
foreground interest, such as trees or 

buildings, and position skylines a third of the 
way up or down the frame. It is also important 
to get the horizon straight, so activate your 
gridlines to line it up along them. 

Choose your direction 

03 Select which direction you want to take 
your panorama in, left to right or right to 

left. If you are using the iPhone 5 then simply 
tap the screen to change the direction. If you 
are using an app, check the instructions of 
how to change it.

“It is possible to take a panorama with any camera, even your 
cameraphone, and many will even stitch the photos together”

Take your shot 

06 You can either keep moving until the 
camera automatically stops taking the 

picture, or tap Done when you have captured 
as much as you want. The phone will then 
stitch your panorama together and save it to 
your Camera Roll
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What you’ll need…
✔  A cameraphone 
✔  A photo-editing app
✔ Printing service
 
We used…
✔  iPhone 5
✔  Adobe Photoshop 

Express
✔  Print Panoramics 

You could use…
✔  A digital camera 
✔  Adobe Photoshop
✔  photo-canvas.com

What you’ll learn…
✔  How to take a 

panorama on your 
smartphone then 
print it and display 
it for all to see
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Sharpen up

11 Tap the next icon along on the toolbar 
and select Sharpen. Drag your fi nger up 

or down the screen to sharpen or soften the 
look of your shot until you achieve the results 
that you want. This menu also allows you to 
reduce noise if there’s some grain present.

Adjust the colours 

10 You can also select Hue/Saturation or 
Tint/Temperature from the Exposure 

menu. These will allow you to adjust the 
colours of your photo by either warming or 
cooling them or making them brighter and 
more saturated. 

Recompose a shot

08 You can crop and straighten up your 
shot in the Crop menu on the toolbar. 

Print Panoramics’s size specifi cations are 
optimised for the iPhone camera, so you may 
come into diffi culty when uploading your shot 
to the website if it has been cropped. 

Correct the exposure 

09 Tap the Exposure icon on the toolbar 
and select Exposure. Drag your fi nger 

upwards if your shot is underexposed (too 
dark) and drag your fi nger down on the screen 
if the shot is overexposed (too bright). Keep 
going until you are happy with the results. 

Edit! Perfect your panorama with Adobe Photoshop Express 

Add an effect

12 By tapping the Effects icon on the 
toolbar and selecting Effects, you can 

choose from a number of different creative 
options and fi lters. You may wish to select a 
Vintage fi lter or convert your shot to Black & 
White. When you have fi nished, tap the tick.

Get the app

07 Download the free Adobe Photoshop 
Express app onto your phone and then 

open up your panorama photo by selecting it 
from your Camera Roll. Once it is open, tap 
the pencil icon at the bottom of the screen. 
You are now ready to start editing. 
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5 of the best…
Smartphone 
apps for easy 
panoramas 

 360 Panorama £0.69/$0.99 
Pan your camera in any direction and 
360 Panorama will stitch in seconds 
to capture the entire scene. You can 
than instantly share your shot.

Photaf Panorama Free
This app has an orientation sensor 
that knows the exact angle each 
picture was taken, allowing it to 
stitch together shots seamlessly.

AutoStitch Panorama £1.49/$1.99
This app helps you take panoramas, 
and stitch together photos taken 
with any camera app. You can then 
crop the results and share. 

Sharpen up

11

Correct the exposure 

09Tap the Exposure icon on the toolbar 
and select Exposure. Drag your fi nger 

upwards if your shot is underexposed (too 
dark) and drag your fi nger down on the screen 
if the shot is overexposed (too bright). Keep 
going until you are happy with the results. 
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Wondershare Panorama Free
Take a great panorama and then add 
effects, such as Crossprocess, Old 
Photo and Sketch, to make it stand 
out. Then share it with one tap. 

Panorama ++ £0.69/$0.99
Take or build 360-degree panoramas 
then share them instantly. You can 
also merge more than one to create 
vertical overlapping panoramas.
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Buy your canvas  

17 You will now go through to view your 
shopping cart, where you can see what 

you are about to purchase and how much it 
will cost. You can also select the quantity you 
would like to order. Next, click Proceed to 
Checkout and purchase your canvas. 

Fix it to the wall 

18 Once your canvas arrives, fi x it to the 
wall of your choice. Make sure there is 

enough room for it as it will be very wide, and 
avoid placing it on coloured walls that will 
clash with the colours in your photo. You may 
wish to consider this when taking the shot.

Upload your photo

16 Now click on Upload a fi le! and select 
your panorama photo from your 

computer. It may take a little while to upload, 
but when it does you will be able to view a 
preview of what your canvas will look like on a 
wall. When you are happy, click Add to Cart. 

Shooting
Big project

Share! Turn your smartphone panorama into stunning wall art 

Select your canvas size 

14 Now select the size and type of print you 
want. There are three different canvas 

sizes to choose from, as well as six poster 
print sizes, all at varying prices. You can also 
select a non-panoramic canvas if you want to 
upload a regular photo. 

Choose canvas options

15 Once you have selected your chosen 
canvas, choose whether you want your 

image to wrap around your canvas or whether 
you would like to leave a white or coloured 
edge on each side. Simply click on the circle 
next to the option you would like to choose. 

Head to Print Panoramics

13 First you need to open up the website. 
Type www.printpanoramics.co.uk into 

the address bar of your internet browser. 
Once you have found the home page, click 
Purchase in the top right-hand corner of the 
screen to go through to the next stage. 

Share your shots at... 
photoforbeginners.com

Search for PFBMag on...
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Contrast
Use a panoramic scene 
with plenty of contrast and 
interest to avoid a fl at or 
dull piece of wall art

Colour
Bright colours will really 
make your canvas print 
stand out on your wall 
and enhance the room

Personal
Choose a location that is 
special to you. It will make 
a great talking point for 
visitors and friends

Edges
Unless you add a white 
border, allow for some space 
at the edge to be wrapped 
around the canvas

Technical tip
Print Panoramics’s products 
are optimised for the iPhone, 
but you can use a panorama 
taken on any camera.
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