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About Elegie

The summer after | graduated high school in 1981, a clarinet player from the band,
Donna Teague, was diagnosed with and quickly succumbed to leukemia. Donna was a
gentle soul and friend who introduced me to the girl who would eventually become my
wife. | composed two simple melodies in her honor — first a sad lament, then a happy
yet nostalgic variation on the same tune. | took the themes to Charles Forque, my high
school band director, who suggested a full concert band version with trumpet and
saxophone solos (performed by “Doc” Severinsen and myself) would be a poignant
tribute to Donna’s memory at a Plano Sr. High School band concert later that year. This
first version was premiered in May 1982.

Many vyears later (2004) | revisited the music and saw opportunities to expand and
develop the original themes. | decided to work with strings this time around and began
reworking the piece. Around that time, my publisher, Bob Brule, passed away
unexpectedly and his community band (the Irving Symphonic Band) commissioned me
to write something in his honor. | left behind the string arrangement and rescored
Elegie with the new material for band.

In April 2010 | returned to the string arrangement. The string orchestra brings a special
kind of passion to this type of music and | am very happy with the result.

— David Lovrien, May 2010

About the Composer

David Lovrien has been a member of the saxophone section of Dallas Wind Symphony
for over 15 years, performing on 11 of the group’s 14 compact discs and appearing
several times as featured soloist. He is also a founding member of the renowned Texas
Saxophone Quartet, the first saxophone ensemble to win the prestigious Fischoff
Competition in 1988. His compositions and arrangements have been performed
throughout the world, and his website celebrating the life and work of John Philip Sousa
is recognized as the foremost Sousa authority on the Internet.
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