
4th of July Quests
While celebrating our freedom as a 
country with friends and family, you 
can also help your kids along the 
path of financial freedom through 
these FUN activities that build vital 
skills! 
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Watermelon Wager

Materials:

Slices of watermelon of all players
Paper plates or napkins
Paper and pen

Directions:
Nothing says July 4th like a juicy slice of 
watermelon! If you have them at your backyard 
BBQ, use them for a counting game!

Have everyone take a slice of watermelon and 
predict how many seeds are in their slice - and write 
down the predictions. Then, carefully pick out your 
seeds, storing them on paper plates or napkins.

Each person should count up their seeds, and 
whoever gets the closest to their prediction wins!
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BBQ Delight

Materials:
Scissors
Crayons
Needs & Wants cards

Directions:
The hardest part of a July 4th celebration is 
planning and gathering all the food and supplies. 

This year, involve your kids in the planning, and 
teach them about budgets and choosing between 
needs  and wants  in the process!

Needs - Something we MUST have for survival (or in this 
case, for the BBQ to happen).

Wants - Something we would like to have, but won't die if 
we don't get it (or in this case, a nice to have for the BBQ 
but not a crucial item).

Before going to the store, print at least two 
copies of our Needs and Wants cards and have 
your kids cut them out. Brainstorm a list of things 
you may buy, and have them draw or write them on 
the appropriate cards. 
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4th of July Quest 2

Give your kids a specific amount of money they can 
spend, and take them with you to the grocery store 
to figure out what to buy. 

If age appropriate, give your kids a target budget for 
the shopping, and have them help you stick to it. 

At the store, ask questions like:

• "We need to get hot dogs and hot dog buns, but
which brand is cheaper?"

• "Should we really get three desserts even though
we want them?"

See if you can stay within your budget and get the 
things you need (and some of the things you want).

Example items:
• BBQ meats
• Breads and buns
• Potato salad
• Coal
• Drinks
• Chips
• Dessert
• Paper plates, napkins, and plastic cutlery
• Garbage bags



Ice Cream Dream

Materials (per serving):
Quart sized zip-lock bag
Gallon sized zip-lock bag
Ice
1/2 cup kosher salt
1 cup half and half
2 tbs sugar
1/2 tsp vanilla

Directions:
We can't imagine summer without ice cream in it. 
Rather than buying it from the store, try making it 
together while teaching your kids about goal setting 
and patience in the process.

To make the ice cream:
• In the quarter zip-lock bag, mix:

o 1 cup half and half
o 2 tbs sugar
o 1/2 tsp vanilla

• Seal the bag tightly
• Fill the gallon zip-lock bag halfway with ice, and

sprinkle 1/2 cup of kosher salt
• Place the quart bag in the gallon bag, and seal it
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4th of July Quest 3

It's time to shake the bag! 

It should take 5-10 minutes, but for the sake of the 
game, do the following:

• Have kids predict how long it will take for the ice
cream to be solid and ready to eat

• Shaking the bag can be hard work - have kids set
goals for how long they will shake it without
stopping (30 seconds, 1 minute, etc.)

• Share that setting small goals can help you get to a
larger goal... eating ice cream!

• If they are getting tired of shaking, have them think
of ways to keep going, like pretending you are
doing a dance, distract yourself by singing a song,
or reminding yourself of the end goal

• Ask them if that helped make time go by faster

Once you're done, take it out of the bag and enjoy! 
Maybe even add your favorite toppings.
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