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I N T E R I O R  L A N D S C A P E S

Gustave Doré describes the poor and overcrowded conditions produced by the 

Industrial Revolution according to a still typical scheme: the slums of London, where 

a desperate mass of workers spend their life are an accumulation of private spheres, 

and the private, from the Latin origin (privare), is regarded as a negative space, 

related to poverty, chaos, promiscuity. On the contrary, the category of the public 

is associated with the commonwealth, the collective harmonious life guaranteed 

by a supreme order. So Doré reads the city as a contrast between (public) luxury, 

represented by monuments, and (private) disorder, represented by housing.

Plate 1

Gustave Doré, Over London by rail, from London. 
A Pilgrimage, 1872
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I N T E R I O R  L A N D S C A P E S

The use of new materials (glass, steel) permits not only the ability to face 

structural challenges, but also allows to express a renovated condition of general 

optimism. The Palace of Industry is a collective monument that celebrates the 

industrial and technological innovations, like a sort of machine gallery, and it’s also 

the metaphor of the rise of a new conceptual paradigm— transparency. As described 

by Benjamin, the interplay between interior, exterior and glass produce physical 

and physiological experiences, and at the same time a kind of ambiguity between 

inside and outside, natural and artificial.

Plate 9

Max Berthelin, Universal Exhibition 1855. Palace of 
Industry, cross-section, Paris, France 1855
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I N T E R I O R  L A N D S C A P E S

The process of form abstraction, typical of Modernist syntax, is the instrument 

chosen by Arne Jacobsen to transform an administrative building into a laic 

cathedral. Contrary to many of his other works, in which a sort of latent organic 

influence could be detected, the Nationalbank is a massive construction, which uses 

abstraction to protect itself from the exterior world and celebrate its own status. 

In its interior, scaling, sculptural effects, and the choice of determined materials, 

produce a sophisticated involucre, where any relationship with the exterior is only 

suggested by several narrow openings, where daylight can penetrate the building 

and emphasize the gigantic interior lobby imagined by Jacobsen.

Plate 23

Arne Jacobsen, Danmarks Nationalbank, Copenhagen, 
Denmark, 1965–71, 1972–78
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I N T E R I O R  L A N D S C A P E S

Conceived as a curvy tunnel supported by a grid of paper tubes, the pavilion is a 

temporary landscape, whose materials can be recycled once it is dismantled. A 

paper membrane, water resistant and fire retardant, was used as the roof, in order 

to allow daylight to penetrate. Even though the German authorities requested the 

pavilion be reinforced with a wooden structure, Shigeru Ban’s innovative conception 

aims to go beyond the ephemeral manifestations typical of an Expo: paper architecture 

can be applied to different scales and contexts. That’s why the Japanese Ministry of 

Construction recognized, finally, Ban’s use of tubes as a new structural method.

Plate 43

Shigeru Ban, Frei Otto, Japanese Pavilion, Hannover Expo,  
Germany, 2000

Interior_Landscapes_VisualAtlas.indd   168 16-3-17   下午2:31

169

A Visual Atlas

Interior_Landscapes_VisualAtlas.indd   169 16-3-17   下午2:31



186

I N T E R I O R  L A N D S C A P E S

Pionen-White Mountain Center, home to the WikiLeaks server, is built in a former 

anti-atomic shelter, situated 100 feet (30.5 meters) below the granite rocks of the 

Vita Berg Park. The architect’s goal was to transform an unanimated rock into a 

living organism, occupied and anthropized by humans. So any design decision is 

radicalized and pushed to the limits, in order to achieve a sort of domestication of 

external elements. Light, plants, water, and, of course, technology are transferred 

below the ground from the exterior world. Daylight, waterfalls, even greenhouses 

are simulated and reproduced within the granite walls of the bunker.

Plate 52

Albert France-Lanord, Pionen-White Mountain Data Center, 
Stockholm, Sweden, 2008
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The tension between interior and exterior has always been present in 
architecture, differently articulated over the centuries, and expressed 
through several means of representation. Contemporary architecture is 
often characterized by the total interpenetration of interior and exterior 
configurations: often the differentiation between these two dialectical poles 
has become undistinguishable, boundaries blurry and the result of any 
design process is a hybrid product, based on the superposition of different 
and heterogeneous layers. 

Starting from the 18th century, Interior Landscapes describes the principles 
of the relationship between interior and exterior landscapes in architecture. 
It unveils the invariant forms that have crossed the History of Architecture, 

Interior Landscapes 
A Visual Atlas
Stefano Corbo

and which have periodically re-emerged to shape contemporary design 
episodes. By borrowing different interpretative elements—drawings, 
photographs, illustrations—Interior Landscapes is configured as a visual 
atlas, aimed to demonstrate how, through the contamination of interior and 
exterior, always-new architectural insights emerge. 

Comprising detailed essays that contribute insightfully to the international 
discourse, Stefano Corbo unpacks the general re-organization of topics 
internal to the territory of architecture. This book distinguishes itself with 
almost 70 unique plates of etchings, sketches, illustrations and photographs, 
each linking carefully and directly the visual with the theory, providing unique 
entry points and examinations of this text’s fascinating observations.
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