
 

Watch our YouTube Video “Dark Hardwood Flooring Downsides”  for More Information: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S889DG0GJrU 

Dark Floor Downsides 

Although dark floors are very popular and stylish, they aren’t the most practical option 

for a busy family.  Dark floors show dust and dents and are very difficult to keep clean.  

Checks and cracks which are a natural characteristic of wood are magnified on a dark 

floor, especially one with a high gloss.  Even the slightest irregularity in the subfloor will 

be displayed in the hardwood flooring when the sunlight hits a dark floor at the right 

angle.   

Since dark floors show so much more dust, the tendency 

for homeowners is to “over clean” their floors.  Doing 

this causes a build-up of cleaning residue which will leave 

a film on the floor.  Even good hardwood floor cleaners 

that claim they do not leave a residue will if the floor is 

cleaned too much.  You should limit your cleaning to 

once a week and use paper towel to buff the floor when 

a film is noticed on the floor.   

Small dents and scratches that don’t penetrate the finish are very noticeable and 

nothing can be done to repair them other than replacing the entire board.  Even when 

the dent or scratch penetrates the finish and a repair can be done, no matter what is 

done the repair will still stick out like a sore thumb.  The repaired area will typically have 

a lower gloss so it will be just as noticeable as it was prior to the repair taking place. 

If you have your heart set on a dark floor, you need not worry; there 

are less maintenance options out there.  One suggestion would be to 

opt for a flooring option with a lower gloss.  This will help hide the 

dust and imperfections in the wood but will still require a lot of 

maintenance.  The beauty of a dark floor with a low gloss is that dents 

and scratches can usually be repaired easily with something as simple 

as a stain marker.   

Everyone wants to be happy with the floor they choose because it is a lifelong 

investment.  As a flooring salesperson or contractor it is your job to educate the client 

on the dangers of going with one of these products.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S889DG0GJrU

