
   
 

   
 

Battle of the Books Basics for Coaches & Parents 

How much of a time commitment is Battle of the Books? 

It really depends. As a coach, you are responsible for organizing and hosting practice/discussion 
meetings for your team and frequency is up to you and the team. Although the team members will do 
most of their reading independently, it is a good idea to practice answering the types of questions 
they use in battles and to have the kids see online videos of what a competition looks like. Some kids 
really enjoy discussions about books, but as a coach you may want to adapt to the learning styles of 
your crew, which may include creative activities to encourage discussion. 

As a parent, your commitment will involve setting aside time for your child to read, encouraging your 
child as he or she struggles with new genres & topics and ensuring that your child attends meetings. 
You can find many helpful BOB resources at  
http://support-abernethy.myshopify.com/pages/battle-of-the-books 

Do I have to read all the books? 

No. You're not answering the questions or challenging judges' decisions. That said, it is helpful for 
encouraging conversations about each book, noticing themes and generally promoting an enthusiasm 
for reading. 

Do the team members have to read all the books? 

No. Typically teams split them up. It is pretty rare for every team member to read every book, but it is 
helpful if each book is read by two team members. 

Do I have to own all the books? 

No. A full set of books is not necessary until the official battle day & on those days we can utilize the 
library's set. Any team competing in regionals must have a complete set of books though. There are 
multiple copies available at the Abernethy Library and Multnomah County Library. Be aware that 
teams can find it difficult to function without a full set of the books during their meetings. 

How many children are on a team? 

It's up to the coach. However, only four children participate in a battle. If you have a fifth team 
member, then you will need to rotate out a player at each battle. Kids who do not want to compete, 
but want to read the books and be a part of discussions can be 'extras'. 

What is a 'spokesperson'? 

The spokesperson is the only team member designated to answer the questions aloud in the battle. 
They deliver the team answer after a brief team discussion of the question. There can be only one 
designated spokesperson on a team per battle, but that role can be shifted around between battles. 

What are the questions like? 



   
 

   
 

Questions become increasingly difficult as you move through levels of competition, but they fall into 
two types: 

In Which Book questions reference a specific piece of information from one of the 16 books. Example, 
"In which book does a character struggle with her father as he holds an ax?" The spokesperson should 
answer with the name of the book and the complete author's name: "Charlotte's Web by E. B. White". 

Content questions will generally begin by identifying the book and then asking for a detail. Example, 
"In Charlotte's Web, what is the name of the hired hand at Zuckerman's farm?" The answer would be 
simply "Lurvy". 

How are winners determined? 

Each team is asked 8 questions (four IWB questions & four Content questions). If you miss your 
question, the other team has an opportunity to answer correctly and get those points. Judges can 
award partial credit for answers. It is helpful for coaches to sit near each other and score the match as 
it goes, but the official score is kept by the volunteer scorer/timekeeper. 

Are there costs involved? 

There is a $25 per team fee at Abernethy. This goes directly toward the purchase of BOB books for our 
school library. Any extra funds will be set aside for an end-of-season celebration (pizza party, etc.) At 
Regionals, the team representing Abernethy will need matching shirts, but this can be done 
inexpensively. 

How many kids compete? 

In the 2014-15 season 37 teams competed at the school level. That's somewhere around 150+ kids. 
That's roughly half the children who were eligible- making BOB more popular than any other activity! 

This is all about the love of books and good sportsmanship. 

While the competition can get pretty intense, it's really important that coaches reinforce this message. 
Just becoming better readers and learning about literature is a win. Often we hear that kids grew to 
love a book that they "never would have read" if it hadn't been on the list. Everyone who reads and 
participates in a group discussion will be recognized and invited to the end of the season party, 
whether they choose to compete or not. 

Also, good sportsmanship is essential. Because the competing teams do not receive the same 
questions (it is determined by way of a coin toss) the difficulty of the questions will never be identical.  
Sometimes luck runs in your favor and sometimes it does not. It is not a perfect system, but they have 
tried their best to make it as fair as possible. (Abernethy battles are modeled after the state-run 
regionals.) Students are encouraged to greet each other before battles and shake hands afterward.   

Students or Parents who exhibit disruptive behavior will be asked to leave battles (at both school and 
regional battles). 


