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From the Preface 

 
Every day we rush past our silent 

monuments, seeing them either as 

familiar landmarks or as friends we can count on to be there, or not seeing them 

at all. Some of them have been around for so long that we forget who they honor, 

and some are so new that we're not sure we even know them. 

 

This book is a walking tour of Philadelphia's outdoor sculptures, many of which 

are located along the Benjamin Franklin Parkway. This beautiful boulevard has 

such an array of public artworks that it is truly a "museum without walls." We do 

not attempt to evaluate the works as art objects, but concentrate instead on 

answering why, when and how they came to be. We are including, in this edition 

of the book, the sculptures on Kelly Drive, a road that meets the Parkway at the 

Philadelphia Musuem of Art and continues along the Schuylkill River. 
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Benjamin Franklin, Craftsman 

 
Joseph Brown  

 

Bronze 

Height: 10' 

Base: granite  

North Broad Street, opposite City Hall  

Unveiled June 20, 1981 

 

This sculpture of young Benjamin Franklin stands across from the Masonic 

Temple, whose members commissioned it in honor of the 250th anniversary of 

Free Masonry in Pennsylvania. There was a great deal of criticism in the news 

media about the esthetics of this piece when it was first unveiled, but no one 



mentioned that the sculptor had lost the sight of one eye and had failing vision in 

the other. 

 

Joe Brown became a sculptor almost by accident. He was graduated from Temple 

University in 1931 at the height of the Depression. He couldn't get a position as a 

physical education instructor, but since he was an athlete he got a job posing for 

artists at the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts. There he was tempted to try 

sculpting himself, and the three pieces he produced were accepted by the 

Academy for exhibition. His work caught the eye of Dr. R. Tait McKenzie, a noted 

physician and sculptor. Brown served a seven-year apprenticeship to Dr. 

McKenzie and then joined the Princeton University staff as boxing coach in 1937. 

In 1939 he began teaching a sculpture course and eventually became a full 

professor in the School of Architecture. 

 

Brown was a member of the Philadelphia Art Commission for 12 years, and 

Philadelphia has many of his bronze athletes in public places 

 


