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The No Nonsense Creed
The best way to go fly fishing is to find out a little something 
about a water, and then just go there. Experimentation, trial and 
error, wrong turns, surprises, self-reliance, and new discoveries, 
even in familiar waters, are what make the memories. The next 
best way is to learn enough from a local to save you from going 
too far wrong. You still find the water on your own, and it still 
feels as if you were the first to do so.

This is the idea for our unique No Nonsense fly-fishing series. 
Our books reveal little hush-hush information, yet they give all 
you need to find what will become your own secret places.

Painstakingly pared down, our writing is elegantly simple. 
Each title offers a local fly-fishing expert’s candid tour of his 
or her favorite fly-fishing waters. Nothing is oversold or out of 
proportion. Everything is authentic, especially the discoveries and 
experiences you enjoy after using our books. In his outstanding 
book Jerusalem Creek, Ted Leeson echoes our idea: “Discovering a 
new trout stream is a wonderful thing, and even if its whereabouts 
are common knowledge, to come upon the place yourself for the 
first time is nonetheless true discovery.”

Where No Nonsense Guides Come From
No Nonsense Guidebooks give you a quick, clear understanding of the essential information needed to fly fish 
a region’s most outstanding waters. The authors are highly experienced and qualified local fly fishers. Maps are 
tidy versions of the author’s sketches. These guides are produced by the fly fishers, their friends, and spouses 
of fly fishers, at No Nonsense Fly Fishing Guidebooks. 

All who produce No Nonsense guides believe in providing top-quality products at a reasonable price. We 
also believe all information should be verified. We never hesitate to go out, fly rod in hand, to verify the facts 
and figures that appear in the pages of these guides. The staff is committed to this research. It’s hard work, 
but we’re glad to do it for you.
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new jersey

Musconetcong 
River

he Musconetcong River—better known as the “Musky” by 
those who fish it—rises out of Lake Hepatcong and eventually 

flows into the Delaware River. What lies in between is some of the 
best trout fishing in the northeastern Mid-Atlantic. The Musky is 
a broad river with significant current unlike its sister streams, the 
nearby Pequest and Raritan. This river can and does carry a great 
deal of water, for which wading anglers should remain mindful. 
The quirky Musky also gets colder rather than warmer as it leaves 
its headwaters because feeder creeks and underground streams 
feed the Musky on its rush to the Delaware. It picks up flow and 
gets colder as it goes.

If you’ve got the time, the Musky’s got the fish. Because of 
its size, many anglers opt to start upstream near Hackettstown 

Due to good flows, the Musky holds plenty 
of water and a strong trout population. Joey 
Scarangello with fish on. Photo by Beau Beasley.



Guide Mike McAuliffe works at Ramsey Outdoor 
and often guides on the Musky. He is surprised by 
how many trout anglers don’t know about this fishery. 
Photo by Beau Beasley.



Types of Fish
Anglers typically find rainbow trout here as well as wild 
browns and native brook trout. Small- and largemouth 
bass are caught here along with carp, pickerel, and walleye 
in the upper reaches where the river is slower and warmer. 

Known Hatches
Blue-winged olive, Hendrickson, stonefly, sulfur, Iso, 
light Cahill, trico, terrestrials, and midges.

Equipment to Use
Rods: Medium-action 4- to 5-weight, 9 feet in length.
Reels: Disc-drag reel, some large-arbor applications.
Lines: Weight-forward floating lines matched to rod.
Leaders: George Harvey–style slack leader 4X to 5X, 9 
to12 feet in length. 
Wading: Chest waders will give you the most options.

Flies to Use
Drys: Adams, sizes 14-20; Blue-winged Olive, 14-20; 
Elk-Hair Caddis, 14-20; Griffith’s Gnat, 18-26; Light 
Cahill, 14-20; Sulfur Parachute, 14-18; Sulfur Emerger, 
14-18; Parachute Iso, 10-14; Patriot, 18-22.
Nymphs & Streamers: BH Hare’s Ear, sizes 14-20; BH 
Prince Nymph, 14-20; Blood Dot, 16; Gray Scud, 14-16; 
Lafontaine’s Emergent Sparkle Pupa, 14-16; McAuliffe’s 
Horror Business, 18-24; Midge Pupa and Larvae, 18-26; 
Muddler Minnow, 6-10; Pheasant Tail Nymph, 14-20; 
Red Brassie, 18-24; San Juan Worm, 14; Stroup’s Sulphur 
Nymph, 12-18; Sculpin, 4-8; Walt’s Worm, 12; Woolly 
Bugger, 6-10; RS2, 18-26. 

When to Fish
Open all year.

Season & Limits
For the latest information on fishing the Musconetcong, 
contact the New Jersey Division of Fish, Game, and 
Wildlife at (609) 292-2965 or www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw. 

Nearby Fly Fishing
Anglers fishing here can also hit the Pequest and 
the Raritan. Anglers might also consider fishing the 
Flatbrook.

Accommodations & Family Activities
The town of Stanhope, New Jersey, is centrally located 
to good trout water. I stayed at the Whistling Swan and 
found it to be a great place to stay. There are several events 
held near Stanhope each year. If you’re looking for some 
interesting food and like microbreweries, be sure to check 
out Long Valley Brew Pub. 
The Whistling Swan Inn
Stanhope, New Jersey
www.whistlingswaninn.com
1-888-507-2337 or (973) 347-6369
Long Valley Brew Pub
Long Valley, New Jersey
(908) 876-1122

Fly Shops & Guides
Mike McAuliffe
Ledgewood, New Jersey
www.riseformstudio.tv 
(973) 668-5026
Ramsey Outdoor
www.ramseyoutdoor.com 
Succasunna, New Jersey
(973) 584-7798 
Paramus, New Jersey
(201) 261-5000

JC’s Electric Caddis

where the flow is smaller. This area does 
afford good access, and the river runs very 
close to Routes 46 and 57. Entering the 
river here may allow you to get a few trout 

under your belt before you move on to larger 
portions of the river. A Trout Conservation 

Area (TCA) exists near Penwell, and because Route 57 borders the 
river here for a few miles before heading inland, anglers use this 
road as a good jumping-off point. I fished this section of the river 
with well-known guide Mike McAuliffe and was duly impressed. 
“Most people have no idea how great the trout fishing is here,” 
he said as he landed one trout after another. “They really don’t 
know what they’re missing.”  

Farther down the river not far from the town of Bloomsbury 
and the tiny hamlet of Alpha near Route 519 is good water for 
anglers willing to walk a bit. Because it’s so far from the TCA, this 
section is less well known—but it holds plenty of fish. I’ve listed 
several river access points on the map, but this is by no means 
an exhaustive list. If you see a place on the side of the road that 
affords access to the river, by all means park and explore that 
section of water. Unless there’s a sign that prevents you from 
parking along the road, chances are you can make a quick entry 
to the river. You’ll find private clubs along the Musky that will 
deny you access, but even they have their upsides: First, these clubs 
often make improvements to their sections of the river, including 
structures that improve habitat and prevent erosion. Second, the 
club sections are often routinely stocked with large trout that don’t 
know they’re supposed to stay put. 

The Musky is not the most famous trout stream in New 
Jersey—that honor is held by the famed Raritan—but I think 
that perhaps it should be. When I fished the Musky, I realized at 
last why New Jersey is called the Garden State. The river and its 
surroundings are lush and verdant, and the water itself is teeming 
with rainbows, browns, and the occasional brookie. If you find 
yourself in Jersey, do yourself a favor and fish the Musky. You’ll 
never think of New Jersey the same way again.

One look at this photo and you can see why any trout angler would 
want to come here. Who would believe that New Jersey could hold 
such beautiful trout water? Photo by Beau Beasley.
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