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About the Photographer
As an avid outdoorsman, Chad McClure 
has been hunting and fi shing the woods and 
waters of the southeast most of his life. His 
photography has been published in magazines 
including Gray’s Sporting Journal, American 
Angler, Georgia Sportsman, and Georgia 
Outdoor News. 
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The No Nonsense Creed
Th e best way to go fl y fi shing is to fi nd out a little something 
about a water, then just go there. Experimentation, trial-and-error, 
wrong turns, surprises, self-reliance, and new discoveries, even in 
familiar waters, are what make the memories. Th e next best way 
is to learn enough from a local to save you from going too far 
wrong. You still fi nd the water on your own, and it still feels as if 
you were the fi rst to do so.

Th is is the idea for our unique No Nonsense fl y fi shing series. 
Our books reveal little hush-hush information, yet they give all 
you need to fi nd what will become your own secret places.

Painstakingly pared down, our writing is elegantly simple. 
Each title off ers a local fl y fi shing expert’s candid tour of his 
or her favorite fl y fi shing waters. Nothing is oversold or out of 
proportion. Everything is authentic, especially the discoveries and 
experiences you get after using our books. In his outstanding book 
Jerusalem Creek, Ted Leeson echoes our idea: “Discovering a new 
trout stream is a wonderful thing, and even if its whereabouts are 
common knowledge, to come upon the place yourself for the fi rst 
time is nonetheless true discovery.”

Where No Nonsense Guides Come From
No Nonsense guidebooks give you a quick, clear understanding of the essential information needed to fl y fi sh 
a region’s most outstanding waters. Th e authors are highly experienced and qualifi ed local fl y fi shers. Maps are 
tidy versions of the author’s sketches. Th ese guides are produced by the fl y fi shers, their friends, and spouses 
of fl y fi shers, at No Nonsense Fly Fishing Guidebooks. 

All who produce No Nonsense guides believe in providing top quality products at a reasonable price. We also 
believe all information should be verifi ed. We never hesitate to go out, fl y rod in hand, to verify the facts and 
fi gures that appear in the pages of these guides. Th e staff  is committed to this research. It’s hard work, but 
we’re glad to do it for you.

Guide Kyle Burrell casts to a Chattahoochee 
tailwater trout. Photo by David Cannon.

Art by Patsy Lewis-Gentry.
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About the Author
About the Photographeravid Cannon caught his first fish at the age of five 

in his grandparents’ pond on their farm in the 
Ozark Mountains of northwestern Arkansas. Little did 
he know then that a small bream caught on a bare hook 
would hatch a lifelong passion—some might even call it 
an obsession—in the pursuits of all things finned.

Growing up in the suburbs of north Atlanta, David 
could be found either on a basketball court or on the 
banks of a farm pond within a short walk of home. 
After heading into the mountains for college—first at 
Young Harris College, then at North Georgia College 
and State University—he discovered a strange fish in 
the local creeks that spent its entire life battling current 
all for the pleasure of eating a few small bugs. Not long 
after this discovery, David made another find—the fly 
rod—and he soon found himself in the vicious throws 
of addiction. 

After spending a few months as an intern for Governor 
Sonny Perdue, he landed a job at the state’s largest hunting 
and fishing magazine, Georgia Outdoor News. Because of 
his addiction, he was given the opportunity to write and 
was blessed with his own monthly column on fly fishing 
north Georgia called “Cannon’s Creel,” in addition to 
some news and feature writing.

In 2007, David jumped at the chance to work for 
Morris Sporting Group, publisher of American Angler, 
Fly Tyer, and the legendary Gray’s Sporting Journal. While 
there, he worked in the advertising side of the business 
and wrote the “Closer Look” feature in American Angler, 
book reviews, and news briefs.

A member of the Georgia Outdoor Writers 
Association, David’s words and photographs appear 
regularly in American Angler, Georgia Sportsman, Georgia 
Outdoor News, and Alabama Outdoor News. He is the 
Outdoor Editor for the Athens Banner-Herald newspaper.
One of his photos appeared on the cover of Brian 
O’Keefe’s and Todd Moen’s outstanding online journal 
of fly fishing photography and video, Catch Magazine.

He and his wife Stephanie live east of Atlanta and are 
members of First Baptist Church Loganville, the Rabun 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited, and the Atlanta Fly Fishing 
Club. When not fishing, writing, or shooting photos, 
David enjoys speaking to fly fishing clubs, watching Texas 
Longhorn football with his father, building furniture 
and woodturning, and searching for the world’s best 
barbecue with his wife. 

To learn more and view additional outdoor photos 
and video, see CannonOutdoors.com.

David Cannon with a 16-pound 
striped bass from Lake Sidney 
Lanier. Photo by Henry Cowen.

Chad McClure gets ready to fish 
a mountain stream. Photo by 
Pam McClure.

or Chad McClure, two boyhood hobbies have 
developed into lifelong passions. The Augusta native 

picked up his first camera as an eight-year-old and has 
been documenting the world around him ever since. He 
has also been fishing for as long as he can remember and 
first discovered the sport of fly-fishing as a teenager. 

As an avid outdoorsman, Chad has been hunting and 
fishing the woods and waters of the southeast most of 
his life. He finds as much pleasure in fishing sixty miles 
off the coast as in the small streams of northern Georgia.  
A graduate of the University of Georgia’s Grady College 
of Journalism, Chad began his photography career at 
the Chattanooga Times Free Press, where he honed his 
skills as a staff photojournalist under the guidance of 
editor Billy Weeks. 

He continues to do freelance photography and has 
been published in magazines including Gray’s Sporting 
Journal, American Angler, Stratos, Georgia Sportsman, 
Georgia Outdoor News, and Western Horseman. His 
photos also grace books, including Tennessee 24/7 and 
The Best Fly Fishing in the Southeast, as well as many 
daily newspapers. 

Chad is employed by Morris Sporting Group where 
he works on Gray’s Sporting Journal, American Angler, 
and Fly Tyer. When not fishing, he enjoys hunting, 
wingshooting, and gardening. Chad and his wife, Pam, 
live in Thomson, Georgia, with their wonderful dogs. 
See chadmcclure.com.
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Fly Fishing Georgia

riting this book was a great experience for me 
personally. It was both educational and fun all 

along the way. So it only makes sense that my two main 
objectives while putting this book together were to first 
provide you, the reader, with enough information to 
help you attain some level of success at each location 
and second, to get you excited about fishing these spots 
and the state as a whole. After all, you can cast a fly to 
redfish along the Gulf Coast, to strong stripers in the 
Northeast, to lunker bass in Texas, or to beautiful trout 
out west. Or, you can buy one Georgia fishing license 
and pursue all of the above species throughout the course 
of one year in the Peach State.

In light of those two objectives, I burned the 
midnight oil many nights picking over and marking maps, 
learning the history and back stories of the locations, 
cross-referencing hatch charts with local accounts and 

putting all of that together as clearly and concisely as 
I know how. I also fished—a lot—but that was mostly 
during the daytime. And because I am far from being 
an expert on any of the featured locations, I double-
checked my information with Georgia’s true experts—the 
experienced locals, the great guides who spend their lives 
on these waters, and some of the many wonderful people 
at the Georgia Department of Natural Resources. 

How to Use This Book
This book was written for anglers, plain and simple, 
no matter at what experience level he or she may be. 
Everything in this book will be simple enough for 
any beginner and because this book covers coldwater, 
warmwater, and saltwater fisheries, it will even help the 
expert angler who has been fishing the Chattooga River 
for 50 years when he decides to take a trip to Georgia’s 
Golden Isles.

Each featured location description provides enough 
information to get an angler on the path to success, 
including a clearly marked full-page map, fish forage 
that could be present, suggestions on flies to match that 
forage, recommendations for appropriate gear, and peak 
fishing times. Be sure to utilize the Resources section of 
the book for contact information of local fly shops and 
guides in the given areas.

Catch and Release 
I don’t mind an angler taking home a legal number of fish 
from heavily stocked sections of some of Georgia’s trout 
streams. As one Georgia angler put it, “Stockers are like 
Doritos; the DNR can make more whenever they want.” 
However, I would strongly discourage anyone from ever 
keeping a trout from a wild stream. I would also like 
to encourage anglers to release any “trophy” catches, no 
matter the species. If you really want a mount of your 
catch, or something like a catch and release painting 
by Georgia artist Paul Puckett, please know that most 
modern replicas use no part of the actual fish. So take 
a few photos and a length and girth measurement of 
your catch and then release the fish to fight another day. 
Another angler could be glad you did.

Rules and Regulations 
Some of the regulations regarding trophy, artificial-
only, or catch and release waters are mentioned within 
the text of their pertinent chapters. However, these 
regulations can change from year to year and it is your 
responsibility as an angler to be fully aware of any and 

all governing rules and licensing needed to legally fish 
these waters. All of this information and more can be 
found at gofishgeorgia.com.

Conservation
In the heart of the Deep South, it is truly amazing that 
we can boast of more than 4,000 miles of trout streams in 
our state. Many of these waters are suitable for trout only 
through careful management and hard work to maintain 
sufficient habitat. So, by lending a hand with installing 
stream structures at a Trout Unlimited workday or by 
picking up someone else’s trash while fishing, conservation 
is something in which we all can play a part.

Hazards and Safety 
A safe day on the water begins before you leave your 
home. While it’s easy to run out the door with nothing 
but your waders, boots, fly rod and vest, there are several 
items that are far more important for your safety. 

For starters, take and drink plenty of water. If you 
must fish alone—and I highly recommend always fishing 
with a buddy—let someone know where you will be 
and what time you will return. Sunscreen should also 
be a major consideration for anglers, particularly those 
fishing on open water or high-elevation streams where 
there is less protection from UV rays. Anglers have a 
higher risk of developing skin cancers, particularly on 
the back of the neck and ears, so products that shield 
against UV-A and UV-B should be worn at all times 
while on the water.

Planning accordingly for clothing can really make or 
break a trip, too. Layering is a good idea and it’s better 
to have too many layers as opposed to too few. On 
both ends of the spectrum, heat stroke or hypothermia 
can really sneak up on an intensely focused angler, but 

both can be avoided. And considering the moisture-
wicking materials employed by many of the clothing 
manufacturers today, a safe day on the water can also be 
a pretty comfortable one. Of course, no fabric is good 
enough to wick the amount of moisture that comes 
along with taking a good dunking. So, keep a spare set 
of clothes in the car just in case.

Flashlights and extra batteries in a waterproof bag 
should be a mainstay in any fly angler’s chest pack or 
vest. They are needed both in the instance of getting 
lost and, because some of the best fishing occurs in that 
magic hour leading up to dark, to aid in getting back 
to your vehicle.

Finally, anglers exploring moving waters should place 
top priority on safety while wading or floating. Moving 
water should never be underestimated or taken lightly. 
It is a powerful and potentially dangerous force. While 
wading, keep good contact with the river bottom at all 
times. Employing the use of a collapsible wading staff 
and a personal floatation device is a good idea, too. It’s 
also best to stay within sight of another person in case 
help is needed. And especially while fishing tailwaters, 
like the Toccoa River downstream of Lake Blue Ridge 
or the Chattahoochee below Lake Sidney Lanier, it is 
imperative to know when the respective dams will be 
releasing water. Telephone numbers or Web sites that 
provide release schedules and flow information should 
be used every time you fish tailwaters. 

Rods 
A good rod can become a good friend over the years, but 
that doesn’t mean it has to be expensive. There are few, if 
any, modern graphite rods that won’t do the job and that 
don’t come with a good warranty, an example of that being 
one of my favorites which cost a whopping $31. Fly rods 

Jay Cannon battles on the delayed harvest section of the 
Toccoa River. Photo by David Cannon.

A beautiful 20-inch rainbow 
trout from Dukes Creek.



12 13

Fly Fishing Georgia

riting this book was a great experience for me 
personally. It was both educational and fun all 

along the way. So it only makes sense that my two main 
objectives while putting this book together were to first 
provide you, the reader, with enough information to 
help you attain some level of success at each location 
and second, to get you excited about fishing these spots 
and the state as a whole. After all, you can cast a fly to 
redfish along the Gulf Coast, to strong stripers in the 
Northeast, to lunker bass in Texas, or to beautiful trout 
out west. Or, you can buy one Georgia fishing license 
and pursue all of the above species throughout the course 
of one year in the Peach State.

In light of those two objectives, I burned the 
midnight oil many nights picking over and marking maps, 
learning the history and back stories of the locations, 
cross-referencing hatch charts with local accounts and 

putting all of that together as clearly and concisely as 
I know how. I also fished—a lot—but that was mostly 
during the daytime. And because I am far from being 
an expert on any of the featured locations, I double-
checked my information with Georgia’s true experts—the 
experienced locals, the great guides who spend their lives 
on these waters, and some of the many wonderful people 
at the Georgia Department of Natural Resources. 

How to Use This Book
This book was written for anglers, plain and simple, 
no matter at what experience level he or she may be. 
Everything in this book will be simple enough for 
any beginner and because this book covers coldwater, 
warmwater, and saltwater fisheries, it will even help the 
expert angler who has been fishing the Chattooga River 
for 50 years when he decides to take a trip to Georgia’s 
Golden Isles.

Each featured location description provides enough 
information to get an angler on the path to success, 
including a clearly marked full-page map, fish forage 
that could be present, suggestions on flies to match that 
forage, recommendations for appropriate gear, and peak 
fishing times. Be sure to utilize the Resources section of 
the book for contact information of local fly shops and 
guides in the given areas.

Catch and Release 
I don’t mind an angler taking home a legal number of fish 
from heavily stocked sections of some of Georgia’s trout 
streams. As one Georgia angler put it, “Stockers are like 
Doritos; the DNR can make more whenever they want.” 
However, I would strongly discourage anyone from ever 
keeping a trout from a wild stream. I would also like 
to encourage anglers to release any “trophy” catches, no 
matter the species. If you really want a mount of your 
catch, or something like a catch and release painting 
by Georgia artist Paul Puckett, please know that most 
modern replicas use no part of the actual fish. So take 
a few photos and a length and girth measurement of 
your catch and then release the fish to fight another day. 
Another angler could be glad you did.

Rules and Regulations 
Some of the regulations regarding trophy, artificial-
only, or catch and release waters are mentioned within 
the text of their pertinent chapters. However, these 
regulations can change from year to year and it is your 
responsibility as an angler to be fully aware of any and 

all governing rules and licensing needed to legally fish 
these waters. All of this information and more can be 
found at gofishgeorgia.com.

Conservation
In the heart of the Deep South, it is truly amazing that 
we can boast of more than 4,000 miles of trout streams in 
our state. Many of these waters are suitable for trout only 
through careful management and hard work to maintain 
sufficient habitat. So, by lending a hand with installing 
stream structures at a Trout Unlimited workday or by 
picking up someone else’s trash while fishing, conservation 
is something in which we all can play a part.

Hazards and Safety 
A safe day on the water begins before you leave your 
home. While it’s easy to run out the door with nothing 
but your waders, boots, fly rod and vest, there are several 
items that are far more important for your safety. 

For starters, take and drink plenty of water. If you 
must fish alone—and I highly recommend always fishing 
with a buddy—let someone know where you will be 
and what time you will return. Sunscreen should also 
be a major consideration for anglers, particularly those 
fishing on open water or high-elevation streams where 
there is less protection from UV rays. Anglers have a 
higher risk of developing skin cancers, particularly on 
the back of the neck and ears, so products that shield 
against UV-A and UV-B should be worn at all times 
while on the water.

Planning accordingly for clothing can really make or 
break a trip, too. Layering is a good idea and it’s better 
to have too many layers as opposed to too few. On 
both ends of the spectrum, heat stroke or hypothermia 
can really sneak up on an intensely focused angler, but 

both can be avoided. And considering the moisture-
wicking materials employed by many of the clothing 
manufacturers today, a safe day on the water can also be 
a pretty comfortable one. Of course, no fabric is good 
enough to wick the amount of moisture that comes 
along with taking a good dunking. So, keep a spare set 
of clothes in the car just in case.

Flashlights and extra batteries in a waterproof bag 
should be a mainstay in any fly angler’s chest pack or 
vest. They are needed both in the instance of getting 
lost and, because some of the best fishing occurs in that 
magic hour leading up to dark, to aid in getting back 
to your vehicle.

Finally, anglers exploring moving waters should place 
top priority on safety while wading or floating. Moving 
water should never be underestimated or taken lightly. 
It is a powerful and potentially dangerous force. While 
wading, keep good contact with the river bottom at all 
times. Employing the use of a collapsible wading staff 
and a personal floatation device is a good idea, too. It’s 
also best to stay within sight of another person in case 
help is needed. And especially while fishing tailwaters, 
like the Toccoa River downstream of Lake Blue Ridge 
or the Chattahoochee below Lake Sidney Lanier, it is 
imperative to know when the respective dams will be 
releasing water. Telephone numbers or Web sites that 
provide release schedules and flow information should 
be used every time you fish tailwaters. 

Rods 
A good rod can become a good friend over the years, but 
that doesn’t mean it has to be expensive. There are few, if 
any, modern graphite rods that won’t do the job and that 
don’t come with a good warranty, an example of that being 
one of my favorites which cost a whopping $31. Fly rods 

Jay Cannon battles on the delayed harvest section of the 
Toccoa River. Photo by David Cannon.

A beautiful 20-inch rainbow 
trout from Dukes Creek.
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are classified by weight—the higher the rod weight, the 
heavier the fly line it will be able to cast effectively. 

Trout and panfish rods are generally 0 to 5 weights 
and usually 8 to 9 feet long, though specialty rods can be 
as short as 5 feet for tight brookie streams or as long as 
10 feet for fishing larger waters. Bass rods are generally 
7 feet 11 inches to 9 feet long and come in weights 6 
to 10, which allows them to cast bushy bass bugs. Rods 
for saltwater are usually 9 to 10 1/2 feet long and go from 
an 8 weight for inshore fishing all the way up to a 15 
weight for bluewater battles.

Reels 
For panfish and any trout smaller than around 16 inches, 
the reel rarely comes into play aside from its line-holding 
function. However, if there is a chance of tangling with 
larger fish, whether in the salt or in freshwater, a reel 
with a good, dependable disc drag is a necessity. Keep 
in mind that in all but the most expensive reels, you’ll 
have to choose between the standard- or mid-arbor reel 
or the higher retrieval rate of a large-arbor reel, which 
also offers more backing capacity. Any time you fish the 

brine rinse your reel with plenty of freshwater, even if the 
manufacturer says the reel’s inner workings are sealed.

Fly Line 
If you are going to spend top dollar for any one fly 
fishing item, choose to spend it here. Even though it’s 
called “fly fishing,” you’re actually casting the weighted 
fly line and the fly itself is just along for the ride. It’s 
like saying, “I’m flying to Dallas tomorrow.” You’re not 
really flying—you’re a passenger on a plane that’s flying. 
It’s the same story for the fly.

For most fishing applications, a floating weight-
forward fly line will do the trick. However, if the fish 
are holding deeper in the water column, you can deliver 
your fly by using either an intermediate- or fast-sinking 
fly line, which are measured in grains instead of by 
weight—the higher the grain number, the faster the 
line will sink. 

If you know you’ll be fishing in very specific 
conditions, know that most fly line manufacturers now 
have different fly line tapers to match nearly any angling 
situation, like a short, heavy taper for turning over bushy 
bass flies or a longer, lighter taper for making long casts 
to spooky redfish.

Leaders 
This is an important part of the equation, too. 
Tapered leaders made of either nylon- or fluorocarbon 
monofilament (nylon floats and fluoro sinks) aid in 
transferring the energy from the fly line to (hopefully) 
delicately turn over your fly upon delivery to the fish. 
When using floating fly lines, the leader will normally 
fall in the 7 1/2 to 12-foot range with the most common 
length being 9 feet. While utilizing sinking fly lines, 
shorter leaders ranging from three to six feet should be 
used to help the angler detect strikes.

Tippet 
If you purchase a brand new leader tapered to 5X, that 
means the last couple of feet of the leader will be the 
diameter of 5X. Until you clip off that length over the 
course of retying different flies to your leader, there is 
no need to attach tippet material of the same diameter 
to the leader, unless of course you see the need for a 
longer leader. Be sure to join tippets and leaders of like 
material—nylon mono to nylon mono and fluorocarbon 
to fluorocarbon. Fluorocarbon is much harder than 
nylon and can slice it when the pressure of a fighting 
fish is applied. 

Clothing 
While we’ve reviewed the importance of clothing with 
regards to safety, it can be noted that clothing for the 
fly angler is as important as camouflage for the hunter.  

The fish we chase may have brains the size of a reel 
handle, but they still have instincts that tell them to 
swim away or stop feeding when they see a threat. So, 
another function of clothing while fishing is to keep you, 
the angler, out of sight. 

Trout are used to their predators coming from 
above, so if you’re fishing a mountain stream lined by 
rhododendron and mountain laurel, choose dark or even 
camo-colored clothing. If you’re fishing open water in the 
salt or on a reservoir, try to blend in with the sky behind 
you. In many of the pictures throughout this book, the 
photo subject is wearing a bold or contrasting color, 
but that is only for aesthetics—do not wear a bright red 
sweater while fishing the Conasauga River!

Wading Gear 
Larger rivers should be fished while wearing chest-high 
waders and smaller streams can typically be waded in 
hip- or waist-high waders during the cooler months. 
Warmer months call for wet-wading while wearing either 
shorts or quick drying pants and wading boots or sandals. 
Keep in mind that wading boots should always have soles 
made of either felt or another gripping material to assist 
in safely traversing slick rocks.

Hatches 
Western rivers and Pennsylvania limestone spring creeks 
don’t have a monopoly on good hatches—we have 
plenty here in Georgia, too. In fact, we even have mayfly 
hatches on our large reservoirs in the summer that reach 
Biblical proportions (mayflies are sometimes referred to 

as “willow bugs” on these lakes). The Known Hatches 
portion found in the sidebar of each location is based on 
information collected over the years by the real experts. 
There are three hatch charts featured throughout this 
book—one for freestone streams in Southern Appalachia, 
one specifically for the Chattahoochee River tailwater, 
and another based on the insects present on the Toccoa 
River tailwater. I’d like to especially thank Doug Adams 
of the Rabun Chapter of Trout Unlimited, Chris Scalley 
and his Chattahoochee Coldwater Fishery Foundation, 
and David Hulsey of Unicoi Outfitters, respectively, for 
assembling these charts and making them available for 
all of us.

Fly Patterns 
One of the most daunting parts of entering the wonderful 
world of fly fishing is the vast number of different fly 
patterns. Luckily, the No Nonsense Guidebook format 
allows us the space to showcase color photos of many 
of the proven patterns. Of course, if you’re a seasoned 
veteran in the fly fishing game, you already know what 
a Y2K Bug looks like. But I’m sure even the most expert 
among us will be excited to see the nationally-recognized 
patterns of a Brooklyn native that we Georgians have 
adopted as our own, Henry Cowen, and the flies the 
Chattahoochee tailwater trout can’t turn down by Chris 
Scalley, and the awesome popping bugs and sliders by 
fellow Young Harris College alum Steve Davenport. I’m 
sure everyone will also be happy to see Kent Edmonds’s 
warmwater flies, Rob Rooks’s famed “Berry” series, and 
Mark Ellis’s patterns for the wary carp.

A big Toccoa tailwater rainbow is measured before being 
released. This fish, caught by WRD Fisheries Supervisor 
Jeff Durniak, was 21 inches long.

One-man pontoons are great watercraft 
for fishing some of our more shallow rivers 
like the Toccoa. Photo by David Cannon.
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Southern Appalachian Freestone Streams Hatch Chart
Courtesy of the Rabun Chapter of Trout Unlimited

Insect Jan Feb Mar April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Blue-Winged Olive
Midges
Winter Black Stonefly
Small Dun Caddis
Blue Quill Mayfly
Quill Gordon Mayfly
Early Black Stonefly
Cream Caddis
Red Quill
March Brown Mayfly
Yellow Stonefly
Light Cahill Mayfly
Speckled Gray Caddis
Giant Black Stonefly
Sulphur Mayfly
Golden Stonefly
Brown and Slate Drakes
Green Drake Mayfly
Coffin Fly/Green Drake Spinner
Gray/Brown & Green Caddis
Speckled Gray/Brown Caddis
Brown Stonefly
Trico Mayfly
Terrestrials
October Caddis

Insect Sizes Dry Flies Nymphs
Blue-Winged Olive 16–20 Blue-Winged Olive, Blue Quill, Adams Parachute Blue-Winged Olive Nymph, Pheasant Tail Nymph
Midges 18–22 Griffith’s Gnat Midge Pupa, Brassie, Serendipity
Winter Black Stonefly 16–20 Black Elk Hair Caddis, Griffith’s Gnat Black Stonefly Nymph, Pheasant Tail Nymph
Small Dun Caddis 18 Brown Elk Hair Caddis Hare’s Ear Nymph
Blue Quill Mayfly 16–18 Blue-Winged Olive, Blue Quill, Adams Parachute Blue-Winged Olive Nymph, Pheasant Tail Nymph
Quill Gordon Mayfly 12–14 Quill Gordon Quill Gordon Nymph
Early Black Stonefly 16–18 Black Elk Hair Caddis, Griffith’s Gnat Black Stonefly Nymph, Pheasant Tail Nymph
Cream Caddis 12–14 Elk Hair Caddis Dark Cream Caddis Pupa
Red Quill 14–16 Red Quill, Hendrickson Pheasant Tail Nymph
March Brown Mayfly 12–14 March Brown, Adams Parachute March Brown, Dark Hare’s Ear, Pheasant Tail
Yellow Stonefly 14–16 Yellow Stimulator, Elk Hair Caddis (Yellow) Yellow Stonefly Nymph
Light Cahill Mayfly 12–14 Light Cahill, Light Cahill Parachute Light Cahill Nymph, Hare’s Ear Nymph
Speckled Gray Caddis 12–14 Dark Elk Hair Caddis Dun and Yellow/Brown Caddis Pupa, Hare’s Ear
Giant Black Stonefly 4–8 None Black Stonefly Nymph
Sulphur Mayfly 14–18 Sulphur Comparadun, Light Cahill, Cream Variant Sulphur Nymph or Emerger, Pheasant Tail Nymph
Golden Stonefly 4–8 None Golden Stonefly Nymph
Brown and Slate Drakes 8–14 Adams Parachute, Blue Dun Parachute,  

March Brown Parachute
March Brown Nymph, Dark Hare’s Ear Nymph, 
Pheasant Tail Nymph

Green Drake Mayfly 8–10 Green Drake, Light Cahill Parachute Green Drake Nymph
Coffin Fly/Green Drake Spinner 8–10 Spent Wing Coffin Fly, Parachute Coffin Fly None
Gray/Brown & Green Caddis 14–16 Dark Elk Hair Caddis with Green Dun and Green Caddis Pupa
Speckled Gray/Brown Caddis 14–16 Dark Elk Hair Caddis with Yellow/Brown Dun and Yellow Caddis Pupa
Brown Stonefly 10–12 None Brown Stonefly Nymph
Trico Mayfly 20–22 Parachute Trico, Poly Wing Spinner (Black) None
Terrestrials Various Various Various
October Caddis 8–10 Ginger Elk Hair Caddis Ginger Caddis Pupa

Fly Shops 
Seeing the smiling faces of Willie at Fly Box Outfitters in  
Kennesaw, John or Hamp at Unicoi Outfitters in Helen, 
David or Julian at the Unicoi shop in Blue Ridge, Mark 
at Highland Outfitters in Cartersville, or any of the 
characters at The Fish Hawk in Atlanta is to be expected 
like the caddis hatch on the ’Hooch. And while I hope 
this book becomes a trusted source for anglers across 
our state, it’s the people working these shops who will 
be able to offer the best advice, whether on which rod 
to purchase or what flies are working. Do business 
with these folks as often as possible so they will stay in 
business, then we’ll all continue to have a great resource 
for information.

Guides 
I have done my best to locate and list reputable fly 
fishing guides who operate in Georgia in the Resources 
section. However, if anyone was omitted, that shouldn’t 
be a reflection on their knowledge or ability to show a 
client a good day on the water. Many Georgia guides 
spend almost every day on the water, either with a client 
or just doing research. Most of us can definitely benefit 
from their knowledge. If you’re new to fly fishing and 
can afford it, hire a guide as often as you can. If you’re 
a competent angler and want to learn a new stream or 
lake, hire a guide. If you’re competent and know the area, 
and want to add to your knowledge base and techniques, 
hire a guide.

Private Waters 
Sometimes it’s nice to get away from the crowds and 
head to private waters to chase large fish. This will cost 
a little money, but it’s a great treat to visit any of the 
pay-to-fish waters listed in the Private Waters section.  
I recommend them all wholeheartedly. 

Ratings 
I rated each location in this book on a scale of 1-10 
(poor to excellent). The ratings are found at the end of 
each sidebar and are completely subjective. Of course the 
enthusiasm of the rater is never in short supply. 

Clubs and Organizations 
Perhaps the best way for someone new to fly fishing 
to learn about the sport and good locations is to join 
a local chapter of Trout Unlimited, The Federation of 
Fly Fishers, or the Coastal Conservation Association. 
Apart from being great conduits for meeting new fishing 
buddies and pulling from others’ knowledge, each of 
these organizations uses their dues and donations to 
protect and improve habitat for the survival of the 
fish we pursue. Also, groups like the Georgia Outdoor 
Network and the Georgia Wildlife Federation’s Camo 
Coalition, which lobby for sportsmens’ rights, are worth 
supporting to ensure that we have places to fish in the 
future and proper management of those places. Contact 
information for these organizations and local chapters 
can also be found in the Resources section.

Renowned Chattahoochee River guide Chris Scalley 
casts for wild brown trout just north of Atlanta. 
Photo by David Cannon.
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Noontootla 
Creek

y schedule was completely open until dinnertime on my 
birthday one year and Noontootla Creek was on my short 

list of streams I really wanted to fish but hadn’t yet. So, I hopped 
in the truck and headed to Blue Ridge, stopping in at Unicoi 
Outfitters for some advice and a few flies. Luckily for me, one 
of the friendliest and most knowledgeable guys in Georgia’s fly 
fishing community, David Hulsey, was behind the counter that 
day and he was kind enough to offer his expertise.

Armed with David’s advice and some proven fly patterns, I 
arrived and quickly got to work. I rigged the only fly rod I owned 
at the time—an all-too-long nine-footer I bought for $40—with 
a fresh 5X leader, a size 14 Light Cahill Parachute and a size 18 
Adams Irresistible as a dropper. The first run I came to was too 
tight for fly casting, so I hid behind a rhododendron branch, 
choked up on the grip of my fly rod to shorten it and dapped my 
two dry flies onto the surface. 

In a flash, a small wild rainbow grabbed the Irresistible and I 
quickly caught and released him. I set the flies down again on the 

Types of Fish
Beautiful wild rainbows and browns. During a strong 
storm, a brook trout or two may get washed down from 
a feeder creek into Noontootla, too.

Known Hatches
Small Dun Caddis, Blue-Winged Olive, Blue Quill 
Mayfly, Midges, Winter Black Stonefly, Quill Gordon 
Mayfly, Light Cahill Mayfly, Early Black Stonefly, Cream 
Caddis, Red Quill/Hendrickson, March Brown Mayfly, 
Yellow Stonefly, Golden Stonefly, Speckled Grey Caddis, 
Giant Black Stonefly, Sulphur Mayfly, Green Drake 
Mayfly, Coffin Fly (Green Drake Spinner).

Equipment to Use
Rods: 3-4 weight, 7 to 8 feet in length.
Reels: Any reel that will hold your fly line will do.
Lines: Floating weight-forward or double-taper to match 
rod weight.
Leaders: 5X to 6X, 9 feet in length.
Wading: Chest waders are the best option for navigating 
some of the deeper stretches and wet-wading is great in 
the summer.

Flies to Use
See the Southern Appalachian Freestone Hatch Chart to 
correctly match the hatch.
Dry Flies: #14-16 Black Ant Parachute, #12 Dave’s 
Cricket, #6-10 Dave’s Foam Hopper, #10-12 Yellow 
Jacket, #14-20 Adams, #14-20 Adams Parachute, 

Continued

Carter Morris navigates tight casting quarters 
on Noontootla.
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Carter Morris high sticks a fishy run on one of 
Georgia’s best trout streams, Noontootla Creek.
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same seam and another fish rose a foot 
behind the spot where the rainbow hit. 
I pulled this tiny creature to me and 
was shocked to see the unmistakable 

worm-like markings of a brook trout, 
a fish that must have been washed down 

from a feeder creek by the storm waters of a 
hurricane that had hit only a week before. This was already shaping 
up to be a pretty good birthday.

After slipping that little guy back into the cool water, I reached 
my rod some seven feet to the other side of the creek and dapped 
my flies again. After a few drifts, a large fish came out of the 
shadows and slashed at the Cahill. I was caught completely off 
guard, which usually results in either a premature strike or a late 
one. Somehow, I was caught in the middle of both reactions and 
Lady Luck helped me to set the hook at just the right time. 

I immediately pulled the fish onto the bank and, at first, had 
no idea what I was holding. This strange trout had the fins of a 
brook trout—black with a heavy brushstroke of white on the edges. 
But its entire body was neon orange and adorned with only about 
eight spots on either side, half of which were black and the other 
half that same neon orange. 

As my pulse started its descent out of the danger zone, some 
rationale returned and I identified this amazing trout as a brown. 
And while I didn’t have a tape measure on me, I was able to estimate 
its length at 16 inches—a measurement I was pretty familiar with 
from framing walls during my summers in high school. 

I quickly understood why Noontootla is closely guarded. Like 
other streams in Georgia that can support naturally reproducing 
trout, this location is fairly hush-hush. It’s small, but not too small, 
tumbles through a lush and picturesque valley and is teeming with 
gorgeous fish. And while I learned on subsequent trips that this 
creek isn’t usually so giving, over the next three hours that day I 
was able to land another 14 trout. Perhaps the best part was that I 
didn’t have to switch flies once. If only every day was a birthday!

Flies to Use (continued)
#16-18 Adams Irresistible, #16-20 Blue Quill, #16-20 
BWO, #18-22 Griffith’s Gnat, #16-20 Elk Hair Caddis, 
#12-14 Quill Gordon, #14-16 Red Quill, #14-16 
Hendrickson, #14 March Brown, #14 March Brown 
Parachute, #14-16 Yellow Stimulator, #12-18 Light 
Cahill, #12-18 Light Cahill Parachute, #14-18 Sulphur 
Comparadun, #14-18 Cream Variant, #12-14 Blue Dun 
Parachute, #8-10 Green Drake, #8-10 Spent-wing Coffin 
Fly, #8-10 Parachute Coffin Fly, #20-22 Parachute Trico, 
#20-22 Black Poly Wing Spinner. 
Nymphs: #14-16 San Juan Worm, #14-20 Prince 
Nymph, #14-20 Hare’s Ear Nymph, #14-16 Zug Bug, 
#14-20 Pheasant Tail, #16-20 Lightning Bug, #16-20 
Rainbow Warrior, #18-22 Zebra Midge, #18-22 Disco 
Midge, #18-22 WD-40, #18-22 Midge Pupa, #16-20 
Black Stonefly Nymph, #14-16 Yellow Stonefly Nymph, 
#4-8 Golden Stonefly Nymph, #4-8 Black Stonefly 
Nymph, #12-14 Quill Gordon Nymph, #12-14 Light 
Cahill Nymph, #8-10 Green Drake Nymph.
Streamers: #10-14 Krystal Bugger, #10-14 Woolly 
Bugger, #10-14 Muddler Minnow, #8 White Beadhead 
Flash Zonker, #8 Zonker, #10 Mickey Finn, #10 Black-
nosed Dace.

When to Fish
Noontootla is an amazing stream that can be fished 
all year long. If you get an opportunity to go, even if 
it’s in the heat of the summer or the dead of winter, 
just do it.

Seasons & Limits
Noontootla can be fished year-round with artificial lures 
only. Only fish in excess of 16 inches can be harvested 
and catch and release is encouraged.

Nearby Fly Fishing
Noontootla’s feeder creeks can be phenomenal, but don’t 
tell anyone you read that here. Travel upstream and over 
the mountain to reach wild brown trout stream, Jones 
Creek, or head back towards Blue Ridge to fish the upper 
Toccoa, the Toccoa delayed harvest section, the Toccoa 
tailwater downstream (north) of Blue Ridge Reservoir, 
or the lake for smallmouth bass. If you’d like to treat 
yourself, book a trip at Noontootla Creek Farms, which 
is trophy managed and full of big, beautiful trout.

Accommodations & Services
Unicoi Outfitters in Blue Ridge is the closest fly shop to 
Noontootla and it can be a great idea to hire a guide from 
there for your first trip to this challenging stream. There 
are cabins for rent in the Aska Adventure area between 
Noontootla and the town of Blue Ridge, which also has 
plenty of lodging and dining spots. 

Helpful Web Sites
UnicoiOutfitters.com
GoFishGeorgia.com

Rating
Noontootla can be very challenging, and it arguably holds 
the most beautiful wild trout in the Southeast. Beautiful 
fish in a beautiful Southern Appalachian high-gradient 
stream makes for a 10 out of 10.

Noontootla trout have plenty to eat thanks to healthy populations 
of aquatic insects and big meals like this stonefly.
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o Nonsense Fly Fishing Guidebooks believes that, in addition to local information and gear, fly fishers 
need clean water and healthy fish. We encourage preservation, improvement, conservation, enjoyment, 

and understanding of our waters and their inhabitants. While fly fishing, take care of the place, practice catch 
and release, and try to avoid spawning fish.

When you aren’t fly fishing, a good way to help all things wild and aquatic is to support organizations 
dedicated to these ideas. We encourage you to get involved, learn more, and to join such organizations.

American Rivers ...............................................................................................................(202) 347-7550
Blackfoot Challenge .........................................................................................................(406) 793-9300
California Trout ...............................................................................................................(415) 392-8887
Camo Coalition ...............................................................................................................(770) 787-7887
Chattahoochee Coldwater Fishery Foundation ................................................................(770) 650-8630
Coastal Conservation Association Georgia .......................................................................(912) 927-0280
Deschutes Basin Land Trust .............................................................................................(541) 330-0017
Federation of Fly Fishers ..................................................................................................(406) 585-7592
Georgia Department of Natural Resources (Fisheries) ......................................................(770) 918-6406
Georgia Outdoor Network ..............................................................................................(800) 866-5516
International Game Fish Association ................................................................................(954) 927-2628
International Women Fly Fishers .....................................................................................(925) 934-2461
New Mexico Trout ...........................................................................................................(505) 884-5262
Oregon Trout ...................................................................................................................(503) 222-9091
Outdoor Writers Association of America ..........................................................................(406) 728-7434
Recreational Fishing Alliance .........................................................................................(888) JOIN-RFA
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy..............................................................................................(202) 331-9696
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership .................................................................(877) 770-8722
Trout Unlimited ..............................................................................................................(800) 834-2419

ConservationGuide Rex Gudgel poles his flats 
skiff in search of the wary carp. 
Photo by David Cannon.
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Find Your Way with These No Nonsense Guides

Fly Fishing Arizona
Glenn Tinnin
Desert, forest, lava fields, red rocks and 
canyons. Here is where to go and how to fish 
32 cold and warm water streams, lakes, and 
reservoirs in Arizona. Newly revised.
ISBN  978-1-892469-02-1  ........  $18.95

Fly Fishing Southern Baja
Gary Graham
With this book you can fly to Baja, rent a 
car and go out on your own to find exciting 
saltwater fly fishing! Mexico’s Baja Peninsula 
is now one of the premier destinations for 
saltwater fly anglers. Newly revised.
ISBN  978-1-892469-00-7  ........  $18.95 

Fly Fishing California
Ken Hanley
Ken Hanley’s vast experience gives you a 
clear understanding of the best places to fish 
across California—from the Baja coast to 
the northern wilderness. The redesigned and 
expanded version of Hanley’s popular Guide 
to Fly Fishing in Northern California.
ISBN  978-1-892469-10-6  ........  $28.95

Fly Fishing Magdalena Bay
Gary Graham
Guide and excursion leader Gary Graham 
(Baja On The Fly) lays out the truth about 
fly fishing for snook in mangroves, and off-
shore marlin. Photos, illustrations, maps, 
and travel information, this is “the Bible” 
for this unique region.
ISBN  978-1-892469-08-3  ........  $24.95

Fly Fishing Lees Ferry
Dave Foster
This guide provides a clear understanding of 
the complex and fascinating river that can 
provide fly anglers 40-fish days. Detailed 
maps show fly and spin fishing access. 
Learn about history, boating, and geology.
Indispensable for the angler and intrepid 
visitor to the Marble Canyon. 
ISBN 978-1-892469-15-1  .........  $18.95

Fly Fishing Idaho
Bill Mason
The Henry’s Fork, Salmon, Snake, and Silver 
Creek plus 24 other waters. Bill Mason 
shares his 30 plus years of Idaho fly fishing. 
Newly revised.
ISBN  978-1-892469-17-5  ........  $18.95

Fly Fishing Colorado
Jackson Streit
Your experienced guide gives you a quick, 
clear understanding of the information 
you’ll need to fly fish Colorado’s most 
outstanding waters. Use this book to plan 
your Colorado fly fishing trip, and take it 
along for ready reference. Full color.
ISBN  978-1-892469-13-7  ........  $19.95

Fishing Central California
Brian Milne
This comprehensive and entertaining guide 
will improve your chances when you cast a 
line in Central California and beyond. You’ll 
learn where the best spots are on the streams, 
rivers, lakes, and ocean fisheries, how to 
change tactics, and select the right baits, 
lures, and equipment. Full color.
ISBN  978-1-892469-18-2  ......... $24.95

Fly Fishing Central & 
Southeastern Oregon
Harry Teel
New waters, maps, hatch charts and 
illustrations. The best fly fishing in this 
popular region. Full color.
ISBN  978-1-892469-09-0  ........  $19.95

Fly Fishing New Mexico
Taylor Streit
Since 1970, Mr. Streit has been New 
Mexico’s foremost fly fishing authority and 
professional guide. He owned the Taos Fly 
Shop for ten years and managed a bone 
fishing lodge in the Bahamas. Taylor makes 
winter fly fishing pilgrimages to Argentina 
where he escorts fly fishers and explorers. 
Newly revised.
ISBN  978-1-892469-04-5  ........  $18.95

Fly Fishing Nevada
Dave Stanley
The Truckee, Walker, Carson, Eagle, Davis, 
Ruby, mountain lakes, and more. Mr. 
Stanley is recognized nationwide as the most 
knowledgeable fly fisher and outdoorsman 
in the state of Nevada. He owns and 
operates the Reno Fly Shop and Truckee 
River Outfitters in Truckee, California. 
Newly revised.
ISBN  978-0-9637256-2-2  ........  $18.95

Fly Fishing Montana
Brian & Jenny Grossenbacher
Explore Montana—a fly angler’s mecca—as 
Brian and Jenny Grossenbacher guide you 
through their beautiful home state. You’ll 
get the information you need to fly fish 
Montana’s outstanding waters.
ISBN  978-1-892469-14-4  ........  $28.95

Seasons of the Metolius
John Judy
This book describes how a beautiful riparian 
environment both changes and stays the 
same over the years. Mr. Judy makes his 
living in nature and chronicles his 30 years 
of study, writing, and fly fishing his beloved 
home water—the crystal clear Metolius 
River in central Oregon.
ISBN  978-1-892469-11-3  ........  $20.95

A Woman’s Guide To
Fly Fishing Favorite Waters
Yvonne Graham
Forty-five of the top women fly fishing 
experts reveal their favorite waters. From 
spring creeks in the East, trout waters in 
the Rockies to exciting Baja—all from the 
female perspective.
ISBN  978-1-892469-03-8  ........  $19.95

Business Traveler’s Guide 
To Fly Fishing in the 
Western States
Bob Zeller
A seasoned road warrior reveals where one 
can fly fish within a two-hour drive of every 
major airport in thirteen western states. 
ISBN  978-1-892469-01-4  ........  $18.95 

Fly Fishing Virginia
Beau Beasley
From urban streams to the Shenandoah 
National Park, Beau Beasley shows you 
where to fly fish in Virginia. Detailed maps, 
photographs, and Beasley’s wisdom guide 
you through the many waters in the Old 
Dominion. Full color.
ISBN  978-1-892469-16-8  ........  $28.95

Fly Fishing Utah
Steve Schmidt
Utah yields extraordinary, uncrowded 
and little known fishing. Steve Schmidt, 
outfitter and owner of Western Rivers Fly 
Shop in Salt Lake City has explored these 
waters for over 28 years. Covers mountain 
streams and lakes, tailwaters, and reservoirs. 
Newly revised.
ISBN  978-0-9637256-8-4  ........  $19.95

Fly Fishing Pyramid Lake
Terry Barron
The Gem of the Desert is full of huge 
Lahontan Cutthroat trout. Terry has 
recorded everything you need to fly fish the 
most outstanding trophy cutthroat fishery 
in the U.S. Where else can you get tired of 
catching 18–25" trout?
ISBN  978-0-9637256-3-9  ........  $15.95

Kayak Fishing
Cory Routh
Routh covers everything you need for safe, 
fun, and successful kayak fishing. This guide 
gives you a quick, clear understanding of the 
essential information you will need to get 
started in this growing sport.
ISBN  978-1-892469-19-9  ........  $24.95

Fly Fishing the  
California Delta
Captain Mike Costello
The first major book describing the 
techniques for landing trophy striped bass 
and other species in the California Delta. 
Covers more than 2,000 levees and 1,200 
miles of rivers. Full color. Hardcover.
ISBN  978-1-892469-23-6  ........  $49.95
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About the Author
David Cannon fi shes the entire state of 
Georgia and writes about its many fl y fi shing 
opportunities. He is a member of the Georgia 
Outdoor Writers Association, and his words 
and photographs appear regularly in American 
Angler, Georgia Sportsman, Georgia Outdoor 
News, and the Athens Banner-Herald.
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About the Photographer
As an avid outdoorsman, Chad McClure 
has been hunting and fi shing the woods and 
waters of the southeast most of his life. His 
photography has been published in magazines 
including Gray’s Sporting Journal, American 
Angler, Georgia Sportsman, and Georgia 
Outdoor News. 
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What’s Inside
Blue Ridge Reservoir
Brook Trout Streams
Bull Sluice Lake & Morgan Falls Dam
Chattahoochee River, 

Buford Dam to Jones Bridge
Jones Bridge to Morgan Falls Dam
Morgan Falls Dam to Highway 41

Chattooga River
Clarks Hill Reservoir
Conasauga River
Dukes Creek
Flint River
Georgia’s Colonial Coast, 

Tybee Island to Golden Isles
Cumberland Island

Jacks River
Jones Creek

Lake Sidney Lanier
Lake Seminole
Lake Varner
Noontootla Creek
Savannah River
Tallulah River
Toccoa River, 

Blue Ridge Dam to 
Curtis Switch
Curtis Switch to 
Horseshoe Bend Park

Waters Creek

Delayed Harvest Trout Waters
Amicalola Creek
Chattahoochee River
Chattooga River
Smith Creek
Toccoa River

“If you fi sh in Georgia this is the best 
investment you can make. It tells you where, 
when, what to use, and how to catch the 
many species in fresh and saltwater.”

—Lefty Kreh
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