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We don't usually summon insects to our picnics but
they have a habit of inviting themselves. With bee
populations dwindling across the world, perhaps its
time we were a bit more inclusive and welcoming.
Our fun facts and bee-themed games below will help
the whole family to learn more about bees, at the

same time as running off some of that cake!

UP TO 11 YEARS OLD
We Need Bees
Fun fact: If the bees and other insects didn't

pollinate our plants, we would have to get used to

life without all kinds of food. Including chips!
Game: Busy bees

In this version of tag, all the players pretend to be

bees by buzzing as they run around. The ‘Busy

Bee' can only tag the other bees by touching their

arms or legs (like bees collecting pollen).

Bee Bedtime

Fun fact: Just like us bees need to get between five

and eight hours of sleep a day.
Game: Sleeping bees. Choose one queen bee. All
the other bees have to lie down and pretend to be

asleep. It is the queen bee's job to try and wake them
up. She can do this in any way she likes but she can't
touch them. If she sees a bee moving, the queen bee

can tap them. These bees then buzz three times,
stand up, do a waggle dance, and then help the
queen bee to wake up the other bees.
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Pollen Collection

Fun fact: Bees have special brushes on their
front legs to help them collect any pollen that
has gathered on their heads.

Game: Pass the pollen. Spread out some items
to represent pollen in a large circle (one for each
player). This could be stones, balls, or even boiled
eggs! The players are the bees. They stand in
the middle of the circle, taking it in turns to flap
their wings over to an item, and pick it up. With
the item in their hand, they flap back to the

next bee, and do a waggle dance to show them
where the next piece of pollen is. Once all the
bees have some pollen, the whole colony buzzes
over to the hive (picnic blanket) to deposit it, and
receive a reward.

Super Bees

Fun fact: Did you know that bees have a super
power? They can see things faster than any
other creature in the world.

Game: Blindfolded bees. Choose one player at
a time to be the worker bee. Blindfold this bee
then quietly place something tasty to represent
pollen a short distance away. Instruct the worker
bee to spin round three times. The other bees
then have to give helpful verbal instructions until
the worker bees finds find the pollen.

Illustrations by Jennie Maizels  Written by Fi Darby

120z @A0lBeqanye



