
BYOH DIY 

Ultralight 

Horseback Trek 

August 29th  -September 3rd  

Open to 4 riders @ $2700 per rider  

This is an authentic experience.  We are 

going to rack up the miles, the memories, 
and the magic of the wilderness as we trek 
through our little corner of “The Bob”.  This 
pack trip will run the gamut from awe 
inspiring vistas to dog-tired evenings 
around the campfire.  It’s a full immersion 
experience.  We hope you can join us and 
traipse around in this place we call home. 

You will meet up with the packers and mule string 
at Meadow Creek trailhead on the Spotted Bear 
Ranger District.  This is our gateway to the 

Wilderness.  Meadow Creek trailhead is open to camping and set up nicely for horse 
parties.  The Forest Service maintains feed bunks, hitchrails, fire rings, food storage 
boxes and pit toilets for public use.  There is no easy access to water at Meadow Creek 
Trailhead.  Sites are free on a first come first served basis.  There are other dispersed 
camping options in the area as well.   

Aug 29- After loading the mules with everyone’s gear, we will head down the trail to 
our first camp.  We will follow the main line trail along the Southfork of the Flathead 
River (trail #80 East Side trail).  There will be numerous bridges and creeks to cross 
along the way.  The trail will travel through a 2015 burn scar for most of the day.  
The opening up of the trees makes views of the surrounding mountains possible.  After 



about 15 miles in the saddle, we will cross the river and camp on the shoreline tucked 
in a little pocket of green timber.  Everyone will pitch tents and get their well 
deserving steeds settled in for the evening with a pile of hay.  The mules will camp 
on the opposite bank. 

Aug 30- We will break camp and head further 
upriver.  Rather than cross back over, we will travel 
on the west side of the river for a few miles.  Within 
a couple hours, we will hit the turn off for Big 
Salmon Lake.  The trail will travel alongside the 
lake for almost 4 miles!  There is an ample supply 
of trees to tie to and a nice little area for lunch 
at the head of the lake.  We will continue up past 
the lake, following the creek to a campsite in the 
trees.  Perhaps a few less miles today, but we will 
have gained some elevation along the way. 

Aug 31- We climb higher today!  We will make our way into older bigger timber and 
the landscape will become wetter with pretty mosses and flowers popping up along 
the trail.  This change in elevation also means we will pass by a few waterfalls and 
rapids in Big Salmon Creek.  A side trip to Lena Lake will only add an additional 3 
miles out and back, well worth the investment and a great place to let the horses 
take a breather.  From there it’s just a couple hours to the area of the Shaw Creek 
cabin.  Everyone can scout out a good-looking tent site and settle in for the evening.  
The mules will return ½ mile back to where we came from for nighttime grazing.   

 

Sept 1- By now you are in the routine, breaking camp and saddling up and away we 
go.  We will pop back onto a main line trail today.  The route follows the Gordon Creek 
drainage all the way back down to Southfork near the historic Big Prairie Ranger 
Station.  This will be our destination today.  The trail is a steady descent hugging the 
terrain and offering views down the length of the valley.  As we approach the 
Southfork, the drainage opens to gravel washes and wildlife abounds. After about 13 
miles we will reach the river. There are numerous camping spots along the river and 
real estate decisions will need to be made. 

 



Sept 2- On our way out of “town”, be sure to swing in and check out the ranger station, 
it’s pretty neat!  Traveling today is relatively easy, with little elevation gain and good 
mainline trail.  It will be our longest day yet and just over 20 miles.  We will meander 
through old growth Ponderosa stands and pretty meadows just begging to be snacked 
on.  Views of the river pop up throughout the day.  This is a smooth cruising stretch 
of trail ending with a nice camp that we call home.  For this last night we will be 
welcomed “home” by a camp host preparing a campfire feast.  Supper is on us! 

Sept 3- A lazy sleep-in morning, well deserved.  Again, the camp host will serve hot 
coffee and breakfast before we make the last push out.  Today’s ride will be a repeat 
of the first day’s journey.  The ride will fly by, just 10 miles to cover today before we 
are back at Meadow Creek trailhead.   

 

Our lodge is situated about 12 miles from the trailhead.  We can offer hot showers 
and cold beverages before either traveling back to town or camping for the night.  Or 
perhaps you’d like to book a cabin and corral for the evening!  

 

Please Contact Lauren by email (info@spottedbear.com) if you wish to reserve your spot 
on this trip.  She can get you squared away with booking and deposits.  Questions 
pertaining to the trip itself can be sent to Abbie (horseback.spottedbear@gmail.com)      
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