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!!

Large Letter Tiles are sized for use with a group. Print and cut apart tiles for multisensory 
reading and spelling practice with students. We recommend laminating the tiles for reuse 
before cutting them apart. Attaching Velcro or a magnet to the back of each tile can 
secure them for vertical presentation during group teaching. Be sure to say each letter’s 
sound as letters are moved to build words.

For sorting ease, cut & sort one page of tiles at a time. Lowercase vowel Letter Tiles are 
presented in order by sound, according to the Large Letter Tile Storage by Sound charts 
located on pages 27-28. But remember that the student Letter Tile set should only include the 
sounds and spellings that have been explicitly taught. It will grow over time!
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Consonant Letter Tiles - Print all consonant tiles in a single color. Use chart to sort by sound.
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hh
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Consonant Letter Tiles - Print all consonant tiles in a single color. Use chart to sort by sound.
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Consonant Letter Tiles - Print all consonant tiles in a single color. Use chart to sort by sound.
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Consonant Letter Tiles - Print all consonant tiles in a single color. Use chart to sort by sound.
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veve

yy
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yy

ww

zz
ww

zz

xx

zzzz

xx

zzzz

Consonant Letter Tiles - Print all consonant tiles in a single color. Use chart to sort by sound.
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chch

whwh

chch

whwh

shsh

phph
shsh

phph

thth

ghgh

thth

ghgh

Consonant Letter Tiles - Print all consonant tiles in a single color. Use chart to sort by sound.
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ckck

dgedge

ckck

dgedge

ngng

knkn
ngng

knkn

tchtch

gngn

tchtch

gngn

Consonant Letter Tiles - Print all consonant tiles in a single color. Use chart to sort by sound.
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wrwr

zeze

wrwr

ChCh

gege

ShSh
cece

ThTh

sese

PhPh

sese

WhWh

Consonant Letter Tiles - Print all consonant tiles in a single color. Use chart to sort by sound.
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GG

CC

GG

CC

HH
CC

JJ

DD

KK

FF

LL

Consonant Letter Tiles - Print all consonant tiles in a single color. Use chart to sort by sound.
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PP

WW
QQuu

XX

RR

YY

SS

ZZ

Consonant Letter Tiles - Print all consonant tiles in a single color. Use chart to sort by sound.
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aa

eaea

aa

ii

aa

ii
aa

yy

ee

oo

ee

oo

Vowel Letter Tiles - Print all vowel tiles in a single color.               By sound: short /a/, /e/, /i/, /o/
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oouu
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oeoe
uu

ieie

uu

  i ei e
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  i ei e

Vowel Letter Tiles - Print all vowel tiles in a single color.  By sound: short /o/ cont., /u/; long /ie/
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Vowel Letter Tiles - Print all vowel tiles in a single color.                By sound: long /ie/ cont., /ee/

ii

eeee

yy

eeee
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ee
ighigh

ee

eeee

ii

eeee

eaea
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ieie

aeae

eiei

aa

eyey

aiai
yy

aiai

aeae

eaea

aeae

eiei

Vowel Letter Tiles - Print all vowel tiles in a single color.               By sound: long /ee/ cont., /ae/
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Vowel Letter Tiles - Print all vowel tiles in a single color.     By sound: long /ae/ cont., /ue/, /oe/

ayay

uu

ayay

ewew

eyey

eeuu
eigheigh

oeoe

uuee

oeoe

uuee

oeoe
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Vowel Letter Tiles - Print all vowel tiles in a single color.  By sound: long /oe/ cont.; Bossy-R /er/

oo

erer

oaoa

irir

oaoa

irir
owow

uurr

oughough

  

uurr

erer

  earear
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oror

oooo

oror

oo

arar

oouu
arar

uuee

arrarr

uuee

errerr

uu

Vowel Letter Tiles - Print all vowel tiles in a single color. By sound: Bossy-R /or/, /ar/, /arr/; /oo/
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uu ii

oioi

ewew

oioi

oughough

oyoy
oooo

oyoy

uu

auau

oouu

auau

Vowel Letter Tiles - Print vowels in a single color.    By sound: /oo/ cont., /oo/ “look”, /oi/, /au/

© 2023 Rooted in Language 20



awaw

owow

awaw

owow

alal

oughough

aughaugh

AA

oouu

AA

oouu

EE

Vowel Letter Tiles - Print all vowel tiles in a single color.        By sound: /au/ cont., /ou/; capitals
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EE

UU

II

EaEa

II

AiAi
OO

EiEi

OO

EEuu

UU

OaOa

Vowel Letter Tiles - Print all vowel tiles in a single color. Use chart to sort by sound.
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ErEr

AAuu

IIrr

OwOw

UUrr

OOuu
EarEar

  

OrOr ArAr

Vowel Letter Tiles - Print all vowel tiles in a single color. Use chart to sort by sound.

© 2023 Rooted in Language 23



ss

inging

ss

inging

eses

’s’s
eses

’s’s

eded

++

eded

++

Suffix Letter Tiles & Plus Signs for Word Building - Print all suffix tiles in a single color.
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Blank Letter Tiles 
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Letter Tile Storage by SoundLetter Tile Storage by Sound
Research reveals that SOUND is the most efficient and swift pathway for our brains to store 
and retrieve words and their spelling patterns. We teach English spelling primarily through 
sound-to-letter connections. We reinforce this key phonological skill to help students gain 
automaticity. Therefore, letter tiles must be stored based on SOUNDS, gradually adding 
new spellings that represent each sound. As students store and retrieve letters by sound, this 
ongoing practice builds into their reading, writing, and spelling abilities.

You can use any storage method that suits your needs, but be sure to place the Letter Tiles 
within their sections based on SOUND. Place the most common or recognized spelling of a 
sound on top (primary tile). Then, as new spellings for the same sound are explicitly taught, 
place each new spelling behind the primary tile. 

For example:For example: Students may first learn that the short /o/ sound is spelled with the letter 
oo, as in otterotter (depending on dialect). Later, students will learn that sometimes the letter 
aa also makes a short /o/ sound, as in fatherfather. Once students have learned this new way 
to spell the /o/ sound, place one of the aa Letter Tiles behind the primary oo Letter Tile.  

For more on how to teach sound processing and to 
understand why it is essential for growing your students’ 
literacy skills, see our online educator training course:

 Foundations for Teaching Reading, Writing & Spelling.

 
NOTENOTE:: The Storage by Sound charts that follow show the sound groupings of ALL the RiL 
Large Letter Tiles, representing the Letter Tile set after ALL sounds and spellings have been 
explicitly taught. If you are teaching with our Pinwheels early literacy curriculum, your 
working set of Large Letter Tiles should only include the letters and sounds that have been 
explicitly taught at any given point in Pinwheels Year 1 or Pinwheels Year 2. See page 29 to 
review the student Letter Tile sets at the end of each Pinwheels’ year.

The working set of Large Letter Tiles should only include the sounds 
and spellings that have been explicitly taught. If storing all tiles in 
one place, clip together the sounds/spellings that have not been 
taught and turn them backwards in the sound slots. Work to a level of 
success, ensuring students are only accessing Letter Tiles for sounds/
spellings they know.

https://www.rootedinlanguage.com/foundations-class
https://www.rootedinlanguage.com/pinwheels-program
https://www.rootedinlanguage.com/foundations-class
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Remember that the Large Letter Tile Storage by Sound charts on pages 27-28 show the 
complete Large Letter Tile set at the end of teaching ALL sounds and ALL their spellings.  

The image to the right shows the final arrangement of Letter 
Tiles that have been explicitly taught by the end of Pinwheels 
Year 1. The stacked tiles include the following spellings:
/f/ = f, ff 
/l/ = l, ll
/s/ - s, ss
/v/ = v, ve
/z/ = z, zz, s

NOTENOTE:: This pocket storage system is one 
solution that can be used for Large Letter 
Tile storage. It can be found on the RIL 
Supply ideas list in the Pinwheels Plan & Prep 
document or at this link:

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/8G7Z10SA306C?ref_=wl_share

This curated list contains customer-
recommended supplies that may be helpful 
for storing Letter Tiles and implementing 
our Pinwheels curriculum. These items are 
suggestions, not required purchases. Rooted 
in Language receives NO commission for any 
purchases made from this list.
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The image to the left shows the final arrangement of Letter 
Tiles that have been explicitly taught by the end of Pinwheels 
Year 2. The stacked tiles include the following spellings:

/f/ = f, ff, ph
/j/ = j, dge
/k/ = k, ck
/l/ = l, ll
/n/ = n, kn
/o/ = o, a
/r/ = r, wr
/s/ = s, ss

/u/ = u, o, a
/v/ = v, ve
/w/ = w, wr
/z/ = z, zz, s
/ch/ = ch, tch
/oo/ = oo, ue, o
long vowels = vowel teams together and 
vowel teams broken, such as /ie/ = ie, i-e

kn

s

i ee u ee u ee u ee u ee

oyow
ur
ir

ph

ou oior

ee ue

ar

ae oe

er

ie

zz

ff

 ll

ve

b

h

n

v wh

th ngtch sh

c

g

m wr

t

ch

d

dgej

p

w

ss

ck

f

l

r

y

s

z

k

ququ

x

a

i

a

e

ueooo

aau

o

29

https://www.rootedinlanguage.com/pinwheels-program/pinwheels-year-1
https://www.rootedinlanguage.com/pinwheels-program/pinwheels-year-1
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/8G7Z10SA306C?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/8G7Z10SA306C?ref_=wl_share
https://www.rootedinlanguage.com/pinwheels-program/pinwheels-year-2
https://www.rootedinlanguage.com/pinwheels-program/pinwheels-year-2

