
Nations are imagined but in different styles. In the 20th century Armenians have imagined
their nation in conflicting ways, as territorial, diasporic, independent, Soviet, ethnonational,
cosmopolitan, and even imperial. Many believe that without a strong, coherent, and united
sense of nation, a nation can disappear and knows it (to paraphrase Milan Kundera). Others
have argued that it is precisely in the divided sense of nation, the ongoing dialogue about
what constitutes the nation, that Armenia is most vital and least likely to be forced to
subscribe to the imperatives set by nationalists posing as patriots.

Professor Ronald Grigor Suny explores the benefits and the wages of nationalism, its costs to
a small nation, and how it has contributed to the tragic moment the country faces today.
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