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By Dr. Milena Oganesyan 
 

FFrriiddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  88,,  22002211  
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LIVE ON ZOOM (REGISTRATION REQUIRED) AND YOUTUBE 

 

Please join us for this work-in-progress presentation, marking the 124th birth anniversary of Ameri-
can-Armenian stage and screen director Rouben Mamoulian. 
 
Rouben Mamoulian (1897-1987) was one of the most influential, yet overlooked, American artistic 
visionaries of the 20th century.  Mamoulian’s revolutionary ideas and techniques brought important 
contributions to the early development of American musical theater and film. In his artistic productions, 
the director combined song, dance, dramatic action, dialogue, and rhythm to create a stylistic unity. In 
film, Mamoulian restored mobility to the camera; introduced multi-track sound recording and voice-
over; redefined close-ups, split-screens, and dissolves; and directed the first full-length feature film 
shot in color, using the new Technicolor process. This presentation will explore some of the life 
experiences of Mamoulian and will focus on the director’s Armenian heritage as it relates to his art. 
 
Milena Oganesyan, PhD, specializes in cultural heritage and identity studies. Milena has presented in 
the United States, Canada, Georgia, and Armenia. She has taught internationally and has consulted for 
governmental and non-profit organizations, including the Smithsonian Institution and the Armenian 
American Cultural Association, Inc., in the Washington, D.C., area. She is a recipient of numerous 
awards and grants, including a research grant from the Knights of Vartan Fund for Armenian Studies 
and the National Association for Armenian Studies and Research (NAASR) and P.E.O.’s International 
Peace Scholarship, among others. Milena has worked as a translator; she speaks Armenian, Russian, 
Georgian, and Turkish. 

Zoom Registration Link: https://bit.ly/NAASRMamoulian  

NAASR YouTube Channel Link: https://www.youtube.com/c/ArmenianStudies  

https://bit.ly/NAASRMamoulian
https://www.youtube.com/c/ArmenianStudies

