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A LECTURE BY 

Dr. Marian Mesrobian MacCurdy 
Special Assistant to the President, Hampshire College 

Thursday, June 11, 2015, 7:30 p.m. 

at the NAASR Center, 395 Concord Avenue, Belmont, MA 

       ● Admission free (Donations appreciated)                              ● Reception following program 

The NAASR Bookstore will open at 7:00 p.m. 

Copies of Sacred Justice will be available the night of the lecture. 

     Sacred Justice is a cross-genre book that uses narrative, memoir, unpublished letters, and other pri-

mary and secondary sources to tell the story of the men who organized Operation Nemesis, a covert 

operation created to assassinate the architects of the Armenian Genocide.  The leaders of Nemesis took 

it upon themselves to seek justice for their murdered families, friends, and compatriots. 

     This book includes a large collection of previously unpublished letters, found in the upstairs study 

of the author’s grandfather, Aaron Sachaklian, one of the leaders of Nemesis, that show the strategies, 

personalities, plans, and dedication of Soghomon Tehlirian, who killed Talaat Pasha, a genocide leader; 

Shahan Natalie, the agent on the ground in Europe; Armen Garo, the center of Operation Nemesis; Aa-

ron Sachaklian, the logistics and finance officer; and others involved with Nemesis. 

     The author tells a story that has been either hidden by the necessity of silence or ignored in spite of 

victims’ narratives. This is the story of those who attempted to seek justice for the victims and the ef-

fect this effort had on them and on their families. 

     Dr. Marian Mesrobian MacCurdy, retired professor and chair of the Department of Writing at Ithaca 

College, is currently special assistant to the president at Hampshire College, where she teaches courses 

in the personal essay, teaching writing, and the theory and practice of therapeutic writing.  She has 

published scholarly articles, personal essays, and poetry in such journals as Raft, the Journal of Poetry 

Therapy, and the Journal of Teaching Writing.  In addition to Sacred Justice, her publications include two 

books, The Mind's Eye: Image and Memory in Writing About Trauma (2007) and Writing and Healing: To-

ward An Informed Practice, with co-editor Charles Anderson (2000). 


