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     In this talk, Dr. Hans-Lukas Kieser will present a few main topics from Talaat Pasha: Father of 

Modern Turkey, Architect of Genocide (Princeton Univ. Press, 2018). On the eve of World War I, Ta-

laat and his party comrades set the stage for the coming age of extremes and the Europe of the dic-

tators. They masterminded radically nationalist policies including demographic engineering and 

the genocide of the Armenians. The talk will address their ideology which set the stage for a cen-

tury that would witness atrocities on a scale never imagined. Kieser’s is the first biography in Eng-

lish of the revolutionary figure who not only prepared the way for Atatürk and the founding of 

the republic in 1923, but who shaped the modern world as well. 

     Hans-Lukas Kieser is an Australian Research Council Future Fellow (2014–19), associate pro-

fessor in the School of Humanities and Social Science at the University of Newcastle in Australia 

and adjunct professor of history at the University of Zurich in Switzerland. His many books in-

clude Nearest East: American Millennialism and Mission to the Middle East, World War I and the End of 

the Ottomans: From the Balkan Wars to the Armenian Genocide, and Turkey Beyond Nationalism. 


