
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR ARMENIAN STUDIES AND 

RESEARCH (NAASR) AND RESEARCH ON ARMENIAN 

ARCHITECTURE (RAA) 

 PRESENT A PANEL DISCUSSION 

 

Khachkars: Documentation, Preservation, 
and Continuation 

Saturday, January 9, 2021, at 1:00 p.m. (ET) 

LIVE ON ZOOM (REGISTRATION REQUIRED) AND YOUTUBE 

Zoom Registration Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_L9i7ISoMQC2kidI4qSZE9A 

 

NAASR YouTube Channel Link: 
https://www.youtube.com/c/ArmenianStudies  

 

This program is made possible through the generous support 

of the Dadourian Foundation. 

Background photograph by Argam Ayvazyan 

The erasure of Armenian cultural history in Nakhichevan is one of the most underreported acts of 

cultural destruction in the 21st century. The year 2020 marks the 15-year commemoration of the final 

phase of this systematic destruction, when in 2005, the Azerbaijani army destroyed with sledgeham-

mers thousands of remaining khachkars in Jugha (Old Julfa) in Nakhichevan, effectively eliminating the 

last remains of Armenian cultural presence in the region. UNESCO had designated these monuments as 

Cultural Identity but took no action to protect them. 

This program will be the third of a series to raise awareness throughout the world about this act of 

cultural destruction, as well as the artistic, cultural, and religious significance of khachkars through the 

ages, ongoing efforts at preserving ancient ones still standing, and the art of the khachkar today. 

Featuring 

Argam Ayvazyan, historian, journalist, and researcher on Armenian history and culture of Nakhichevan 

Hamlet Petrosyan, Head of the Department of Cultural Studies of Yerevan State University and Head 

of Artsakh Archaeological Expedition 

Raffi Kortoshian, Co-Director, Administration and Publications, Research of Armenian Architecture 

(RAA) Foundation 

Gayane Movsissian, translator 
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