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     The 25-year-old Republic of Armenia is facing political unrest due to issues of corruption, 

lack of economic growth, growing dissatisfaction with the current government, and concerns 

regarding the borders of Nagorno-Karabagh. A recent takeover of a police station by the armed 

opposition group Sasna Tsrer (Daredevils of Sasun) led to a hostage crisis, where security forces 

used excessive force against civilian protesters and journalists alike, and two policemen were 

killed. 

     In April 2017, Armenia will hold its first parliamentary elections since the Constitutional 

reform referendum of Dec. 2015 and transition from a semi-presidential system to a 

parliamentary one, strengthening the legislature at the expense of the presidency. The April 

2017 elections will form a parliament with more power in the country’s political life and offer a 

chance for the people in Armenia to express their political will through their votes rather than 

through violence. 

     The panelists will discuss the role of the upcoming parliamentary elections for Armenia’s 

democratic promise and for the future of its statehood. They will also provide an understanding 

of the nuts and bolts of the election process, and will place a special emphasis on the value, 

place, and prospects of the diaspora’s support for the democratic processes of the elections. 
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