
 
HONORING 
CHRISTINA MARANCI 
MASHTOTS CHAIR  
IN ARMENIAN STUDIES,  
HARVARD UNIVERSITY

SPONSORS (as of March 23, 2023) 

STAFF 
Silva Sedrakian, Executive Director 
Marc A. Mamigonian, Director of Academic Affairs 
Ani Babaian, Library Curator 
Laura Yardumian, Program & Administrative Associate

EVENT CO-CHAIRS 
Arlene Saryan Alexander  
Silva Sedrakian 

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE $15,000 
Judith Saryan & Victor Zarougian 
 
DEAN’S CIRCLE $10,000  
Arlene Saryan Alexander  
   & Christian Alexander 
Yervant Chekijian 
Dean V. Shahinian, Esq. 
 
DOCTORATE $5,000 
Hajjar Family Fund 
Nancy R. Kolligian 
David & Margaret Mgrublian 
 
MASTERS $2,500  
Susan Vartanian Barba 
Avedis & Houry Boyamian 
Roxanne Etmekjian & Nerses Joubanian 
Dr. & Mrs. Nishan & Mary Goudsouzian 
Sonya Nersessian  
   & Dr. Richard K. Babayan 
Hripsime & Harry Parsekian 

SCHOLAR $1,000  
Dr. Aram S. Adourian  
   & Dr. Anna Ohanyan 
Ara and Aline Araz 
Jirair Balayan 
Dr. Susan Elizabeth Barba 
Paul T. Boghosian 
Paul R. Ignatius 
James M. Kalustian 
In Memory of Alice  
   & George Kamajian 
Nancy Kricorian 
Dr. Armineh Mirzabegian 
Mark A. & Meline V. Momjian 
Seta V. Nersessian  
   & Gregory A. Jundanian 
Evelyn Petrossian 
Daniel & Ludmila Sahakian 
Dr. & Mrs. John & Debbie Saryan 
Dr. & Mrs. Levon & Shirley Saryan 
Shushan M. Teager

 
Inside Background Photo: Surp Tovmas (St. Thomas) Monastery, on the southern shore of Lake Van.  
Photo by Roupen Berberian.



Thank you for supporting us as we expand NAASR’s horizons and deepen connections with the 
global community. Our engagement with researchers, students, and the next generation continues  

to grow as we foster, preserve, and enrich Armenian Studies worldwide. 

PROFESSOR CHRISTINA MARANCI  
MASHTOTS CHAIR IN ARMENIAN STUDIES 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

 The Board of Directors of the 
National Association for Armenian Studies and Research 

Cordially Invites You to a Special Event 
 
 

Join us as we honor  
 
 
                         
  

and  
Yervant Chekijian 

Chairman of the Board of NAASR 2016 – 2022 
 

Marc A. Mamigonian 
Director of Academic Affairs at NAASR - 25th Anniversary 

 
Distinguished Speakers from Harvard University  

 Saturday, May 6, 2023  
 

THE CHARLES HOTEL 
Harvard Square 

One Bennett Street, Cambridge, MA 
 

6:00 p.m. Cocktail Reception  
7:00 p.m. Seated Dinner  

 
Cocktail Attire - Valet Parking 

    Kindly RSVP using the enclosed card.  
  

Christina Maranci is the Mashtots Professor of Armenian 
Studies at Harvard University, appointed in both the Departments 
of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations and the History of 
Art and Architecture. She earned a BA in Art History at Vassar, 

and an M.A. and Ph.D at Princeton in the Department of Art and Archaeology. Her work 
explores the art and culture of Armenia in all aspects, but with special emphasis on the 
late antique and medieval periods. She is the author of four books and over 100 articles 
and essays on medieval Armenian art and architecture, including most recently, The Art 
of Armenia (Oxford, 2018). Her 2015 monograph, Vigilant Powers: Three Churches 
of Early Medieval Armenia (Brepols, 2015) won the Karen Gould Prize for Art History 
from the Medieval Academy of America and as well as the Sona Aronian Prize for best 
Armenian Studies monograph from the National Association for Armenian Studies and 
Research (NAASR). She is co-founder of East of Byzantium, a workshop and lecture 
series designed to support doctoral students working on the Christian East.  
 
Maranci has worked on issues of cultural heritage for over a decade, with a focus on 
the at-risk Armenian churches and monasteries in what is now Eastern Turkey. She is 
the author of op-eds and essays in The Wall Street Journal, Apollo, The Conversation, 
and Hyperallergic. She has also been featured on National Public Radio’s Open Source 
with Christopher Lydon. At the moment, she is working on a book about the city of Ani 
during the tenth and eleventh centuries.  
 

MASTER OF CEREMONIES 
 
Adi Ignatius, Editor-in-Chief of Harvard Business Review, is  
an internationally recognized editor, author, and journalist.  
Previously, he served as Deputy Managing Editor for TIME.  
He is the editor of two books: President Obama: The Path to the 
White House (2008) and Prisoner of the State: The Secret Journal 

of Premier Zhao Ziyang (2009). Both books made The New York Times Bestseller List. 
He worked for many years at The Wall Street Journal, serving as Beijing Bureau Chief 
and Moscow Bureau Chief, and as Managing Editor of Central European Economic  
Review and Business Editor of Far Eastern Economic Review. Ignatius received his BA in 
History in 1981 from Haverford College. He is a former member of the NAASR Board of 
Directors. He lives in live in Stonington, CT, and Cambridge, MA. 

GUEST OF HONOR


