
Pulitzer Prize winning poet and author Peter Balakian will discuss how he has worked through
filaments of Armenian history to create an inventive body of literature. He will explore how his
work has moved across generations in his writing both poetry and memoir about the Armenian
Genocide. How can a past historical event be transformed by the linguistic frequencies of literary
imagination in the American present? Balakian will discuss how various family figures and
ancestors have provided a grounding for his work; his great-great uncle, Krikoris Balakian (Bishop
in the Armenian Church), was one of the 250 cultural leaders arrested on April 25, 1915 at the onset
of the Genocide, and his grandmother Nafina Aroosian, who was a Genocide survivor along with
her two young daughters, endured a harrowing death march into the Syrian desert.
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