NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR ARMENIAN STUDIES AND RESEARCH
404 PARK SQUARE BUILDING o BOSTON 16, MASSACHUSETTS
FOR DMEDIATE REIFASE
July 1, 1955
AR ENTAN STUDIES ASSOCIATION
E( (DS FIRST NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

BOSTON, Mass, -- By its actions and deliberations the first national Assembly
¢i Hembers of the National Association for Armenian Studies and Research (Hamazgayin
Bz =mgitakan Miuthiun) on June 11 and 12 at the Hotel Commander in Cambridge, Mass.,
re tetered overwhelming approval of the plans and policles outlined by the Founders'
gr up and the Aeting Poard of Directors.

With this support and mandate the new Board of Directors can go ahead to
realize the objectives of the Association: to advance Armenian studies in America
though scholarship, ressarch, and publication and to endow a Chair of Armenian
Studies at Harvard University.

More than 75 Charter Members and Founders participated in the Assocliation’s
fi st natiomside assemblaga., Many cams from such distant points as Californmia,
Vi higan, Virginia, Permsylvardia, New Jersey, and New York. The membership of the
Asoclation now exceeds 280 and extends to 18 states and the District of Columbia.
Ovir one ndred of the members come from outside of Massachusetts,

Under the chairmanship of Mamoog S. Young, chairman of the Acting Board of

Di 'actors, the members formalized and legalized the existence of the Association
by adopting a constitution, clarifying the objectives, and discussing reports and
future plans for the organization,

In his remarks to the Assembly Mr, Young stressed the rigorously non-partisan,
ro-political, and non-sectarian character of the Association. He stated that in
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the few ghort months zincy the isecelation was formally launched at a publie
meeting on March 2, 1955, in Harvard University, the arganizaiion has receiver
srthusiastie and unstinting endarsement and support from the clargy, writers,
scholars, professional people, and business men throughout ths country,

The strong attraction of the Association?s unique objective, s Chair of Arwenian
S udies at Harvard, has eut ¢ coss all party, arganizational, and religlous lines,
% arvard has a fine srmenian trac bion,® Mr, Young added. "Itg Dumbarton Oakas
L brary in Washington has the notsed FPraf, Sirorpie Der Nersessian as acting head.
1 rvard; sltuatec in we of the oldest and largest Armsnian communities in Amerdca,
2 3 in its lilwavy the largest collocticn of Armenian books and msnuscripts in the
Orited States, It is close to several fine collacilona at other libraries and to
the Armenisn dafly ucwsparers, At present ten menbers of the Harvard faculty are
able to sponsor Fn.D, progrems in several Armenian fisglds.®
"Dovm Payment" %o Harvard

Tha highlight «f ils Assembly cene ai the Saturday evening banquet when treasurer
J. Mark Kolligian pioosdted -« "down peyment® of $2700 on the Harvard Chair of Armenian
3tudies to Dean Pelor Eldexr of the Univevsity's Craduate School of Arts and Sclences.
This sum was collectsd pe'narily fiom among the Board af Directors and comes in
acvance of the Asscuelaticats main finmd raising effart in the fall,

It was emphasized that all #uch monies that are turned over to Harvard will
o oeme part of the Univeraity'e cndowed or capital fund and cnly the interest from
! &= investment of such funds will bs used for the advancament of Armenian studies
ard research, Treacurar Kolligian plesdged that $50,000 would be raised by the end
of' the year in ordsr to astablish a research fellowship and a graduate school
gscholarship in Armenian studiss as an interim program until this sum can be in=
arsased to the necessary 3300,000 to establish an cndowsd chair,

Pusey to Speak in Fall

A second "down paycent” %o be made during ths sumer will consist of over 350

oooks and pamphlets to be presented to the Harvard miversity Libeary from the
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sollaction of late Diradowr &, Dikijian of New York by his wife and daughter.
Previcus]y Chairman Young annocunced that President Nathan M, Pusey of Harvard
University will be the principel pguest of honor and spealker -5 the fall kick-off
binquet of the Association on Sunday, October 30, at Lhe Harvard Club of Bosten.
The banquet was followed by an impressive and highly informative panel ssssion

o1 "Armenian Studies and Ressearch = Problems and Needs"™ in which noted Harvard
s-holars participated. They spoke in enthusiastic terms of the Association’s

r ogram and objectives and reminded the audience that Armenian scholarship and

[+

Jture through the ages has belonged to¢ the whole field of learning and must be

1 de more readily available to scholare ag well as lay people who do not know

A menian, Earlier during the banjust Dean Elder reiterated the need far the
auivancement of Arnpenian studiea and research and siressed ths important part these
studies would have in extending ihe variety and scops of subjects offered for
instruction and research i: z graduate school,

Harvard Scholars Spesk

Prof, Raman Jakooson of lorvord’'s Departiment of Slavie Languages and Liter-
a"ures called the Coldsn Age eof Armenian literature in the fi7th cenbury A.D.

"wha strongest bridge between the classieal tradition and modern thought."™ Touching
upan the interrelation of Avrenian and other cultures through the centuries, Frof.,
Jiukobson pointed sut the strong combinuity of the Armenlan langusge and literature,
" .he most eloquent example being the histoary of the Armenian language which for

t v most part remained faithful to its Indo-Europsan rocts," despite the impact of
o® cultural factars and influsnces by non=European languages.

Dr, Firus Kazemzadsh, Ressarch Fellow at Harvard's Center for Middle Eastern
S:udies, spoke an schelarship'e vital need for translations of the countless
Armenian manuscripts and doouments now scattered throughout the monasteries,
crhurches, and privete colloctiuns, The availability in English of such matarial
would help in £illing in i!.: gaps in ths histories of Persias, Russla, and other
¢ aumtries having intstuou-se with Armenia, He cited the 1Bth century Afghan
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invasion of Isfahsn, for an account of which we must rely on the narrative of a

Polish Jesuit priest, zlthough Isfahan had a large Armenian pepulation at that time,

ad material can probably be found in the archives of the Armenian emureh theras.
Armenian Scholars Participate

Three Armenisn scholars cumpleted the panel discussion of which Prof, Richard N.

! 'ye of Harvard was chairman, Rev, A, A. Bedildan pointed out that this was the

; rst time that Armenians themselves had come together and conceived a practical

| ‘an for the pramction af Armenian studies, thereby "gaining self=respect intellect-
vally." Abp, Tiran Nersoyzn declured that "Amerlcan scholarship must now take up
Ammenian studies where Ei. ocan scholarship left off." Prof.-emeritus H, Ho Chak-
maltjian of Tufts Collegs siressed the need for a more up-to-date and accurate

A menlan=English dicilonary <..: though his dictionary, long inaccessible; was
being reprinted by the photo-offset process in Beirut. Me : 30 called for the
preparation of & companion fAnglish-Armpenian dietiona ;.

Zareh Thamajan, famed Boston haberdashar and humorist, served as toastmaster
of the banquet and Wiss Scnz Avonian, planist, furnished the musical interlude
whish ineluded a zelection Tram Alan Hovhaness, A small part of the collection of
srmenian manuseripts and relics of Mr, Haroutune Hazarian of New York was an
sxhibit in the hotel foyer during the Assembly.

Nem Board of Directoars

On Sunday afternoon the Assembly terminated with a weeting of the permanent
Foard of Directors slscted the previous day, They chose for their Executive
Cammittee ths following: Mancog S, Young, chairman; Dr, Arra 3, Avakian, first
vice-chailrman; Jack Guver i, second vice-chairmang Halg Der Mgnuelian, searetary;

end Jo Mark EKolligian; trezsurer,

The other dirsciors af the Board insludss Thomas T, Amirian, E, Merton Bozodan,

“ichard N, Frye, @, John Gregory, Richard Malkasian, Zabel'. D, Tammizian, and Gen,
farkis M, Zartarian, all of Boston, and Rev. A. A. Bedikisn of leunia; N, Jo;
. bp. Tiran Nersoyan of New York, and Prof. Manasseh 53, Sevag of Fhiladelphia, Also
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slected to the Boa: was Miss Armine Dikijien of New York who resigned as of the
oard of the first Pourd meciing in arder to parmit greater local reprasentation,
Extensive Support Recelived

In the report of the Acting Bosrd of Directors the excellant press coverage and
gsuppert from other Armenian organizations were mentioned. Among the ocrganizatiouns
1 gted were the Armenian Gsneral Benevolent Unlon, the Knights of Vartan, the
A'menian Evangelical Union (Bastern States), and the Detrei! \rmenian Cultural Asso=
¢.ation, In other action the Assenmbly voted %o have “!ia NoA.A.S:R., became incor-
pcratod by the fall end alse to acquire tax exemption status by then, 7hs charter
m: mbarship psriod was exicnded until then, or Septonber 1; whichever cames first.

Tha Assamblv voted o 2 cesolvidan nroaented Yor Toman Btmekjisn, chsirman of

* = Hepolutiong amd Naw L &'necs Uamnittee, te glve Mr, Toung a testimonizal scroll
recognition of his "dyn~vic lsadership, meticulous planning, and unselfish

devobtion in ths formsiive yaar of the oyvganization durlng which he served as
chairman of the Acting Board of Directars.
Assembly Committes Chairmsn

The chairmen of the various Assembly comnmittees were: Rules, Gregory H.
Acamiang Constitution, Y=  Der Manuellan; Nominaticns, Jack Guveyany Resolutions
a1d New Business, James Flaeljlang Audit; Vaughn Sayiani Armenian Studles and
Research, Richard N, Frye. The chalrman end sscretary, respectively, of the
Aszembly Arrangements Comiittee were Thomas T. Amirian and ¥ o tin Martinian,

Further information on the Asscglation can be he o by directing inquiries te
the Assooiation at L0l Pack Squsre Building; Boston 15, Massachusetis,

#it it it it

NOTE TO FDITORS: There are oaw photos and cufs available foar your use,
They Include photos of tha ban uet and pansl particijpants and of the new Board of
Drrectors. They will be gladl, furnished upon request.




