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Boston 16, M=assacluseits

PLANS FOR HARVARD CHATIR OF ARMENIAN

STUDTES RECEIVED WITH ENTHUSTASM

BOSTON, MASS. ~- A csprmoity sudience, sttending the first public meeting of
the Netional Association for Armenian Studles and Raecearch on March 2, enthusias-
tically endersed the plans for a nationwide effort for the esztablishment at
Harvasrce Univeorsivy ol the first endowed Chair of Arue:ian Studies in America,

lgld in Harvard's famed Phillips Brooks louse., the weeting heard Professor
William L. Langer, Director i the Center for 1iddl: Eastern Studies, bring the
official grectings of tlhs University. He praised the Assoecintion’s efforts to
bring about the advencewont of Armenian studies in America and pledged the
University®s support and coopsrationy

Stating that Armenimn studies are important for the understanding of Mlddle
Bastern, and even world, history, Professor Langer assured the audience that when
the money is raised for the establislment of ths cheir, the University would spare
no effort in finding "the best wan in his field in the world today wherever he may
be™ to occupy the Chair of ‘rmemian Studies.

Why Harverd Selected

The chairman of the Assoclaiion's Board of Directors, lanoog S. Young, re~-
veuled that the selection of Harvard University as the site of the firsi ehair
of Armenian studies in America csme only after earefu’ consideration by the groupe
He stated thet it is isportant that the first cheir be at a remown university such
as Harvard with ite excellemt library, instruetionsl, amd resesrch facilities and
staff and with its estoblished record of support of Armeni=n studies through
courses of instruchion, ressarch,; and publieation.

Profeszor Righard N, Frye, mssocizte professor of Middle Eastern Studies and
instructor in Armenian, stated that "we are abysmal im our ignorance of Armemian
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history." He addsd thai tho Armsnian »eople hzvs a rich haritese that needs te be
brought %o the attention of the world through = systewziic program of research

and study on a univereiiy level,

Greetings from Governor

The audience of nearly 200 heard the cfficial greetings of the Commonwealth
of Massachugetis in the form of a telegram from Governor Christian A, Harter.
"Hey 1 congratulate the Aééeciation on ite plans for the advancement of Armenian
studies through scholurship, reseavch, and publication and wish for this movement
the greatest of success," the Covernor's message stated.

Congratulating the founding members of the Associzticn for taking such a "bold
and necessary step," Professor Giuliano Boafante of Princeton University in a
special megsage wrote, "The :ntiquity and the imporiance of the Armenian nation,
& bridgze between Durope and Asiz, mske Armenian gtudies an essential element of
avery sericus and complete culture.” Ho added that no serious scholar in related
fields of study "can afford safely to ignore Armenian studies.”

Posgiblas Within Three Yeazs

Othexr feature spsakers included Dr., Arra 5. Awalkian, Armenisn mcholar, tseacher,
and engineer; and G, John Gregory, member of the Hassachusetts Board of Educasion,
Mr. Cregory stressad that the sndowment of a professorshio at Harvard University
presents 2n unprecedented eoportunisy for world wide recognition of Armenlen history
and culture, end therefore called upon all Armenisn-Amarieans to supororté this vital
project. Also on the progrem wers Miss Mary Avedilkian, violinist, who played a
group of Armenian aumbers, accompanied at the pianc by Miss Sheke C. Ahoyian.

The treasurer, J. Mark Zolligian,; rewsaled that the fAssociation has zlready
received some initial donations but that the main caupaign to raise the $300,000
necessary for the endowment oF the chair et Harvard would not get underway until the
fall, He stressed ihat it would be & natioowide campaign. #Certalanly it should be
vossible t0 raise this amount within the next three ysars.," Xolligilan added. By the
end of this year he hoped a roesearch fellowship could be set up with an initisl .
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endowed fund of y80,000. Ue revesled that Tor lsx ~xcrpbliom purposes shecks should
be made out tos “Harverd University - Armsanien Studies Fund,”

The Association hopes thei the establisimest of the Harvard chair will mersly
bs the Tirst project imn 2 brosd program for the ndvencemert of Armemian ptudies in
Amerion. "At first we will spemd 30 percewt of cur time on tihs early eadowsment of
seholarships, fsllowships, awd a professorship =t Herverd," the chairman Young said,
"tat Ixter om we lntewd To Lyranch cur comeldersbly.” He hoped that eveztually simi-
lar ghairs would be set up . obher universitics, but he added, "Let's geh oua
awtablished Tirst, hore at ivard, bofore we stert thinmkisg about others.”

Ygabsriiip Appeal Successful

Az 2 result of a morborship sppezl made ri the mcuiing, it was amoumced that
thers sre mow over LUC mombors im the mewly oroaied Ascociatiom. Chairmsm Young
revenled thet alrsady there nre members from New York, Detroit, Chiesgo, Los
Awgeles, and Sam Tramcisce, It wns also é.i;of' opecd chat the first amnusl westing
of the Associntion wonld be hald in the spring =i wnich time a permamest Board of
Directors would be slected and otker organiuationa? policies sstablished.

The shairmen added thni the Founding liembers of the Ascocistion mumber over S50
prominent persons well kmowt in academic, professionszl, business, amé religious
elrcles. He stroosed tlat ths lmscciatiom is = wonprofit orgawizatiom amd is truly |
wom-pariisam, som-political, amd wom-zactariam ir tharseter. At thig poimt he im-
troduced the pastors of the Tnoel /rwemiam elurches as mombers of the feunders®
group. They are Rew. Papkesn jlsksoudisw, Rew. Y. D. Mugrditckins, and Rev. Yervaut H,
Hmdidian. Later hs dinclcesed that algo amomg the fcunders are Reve Arten Ashjiza
end Rev. William Sahekionm,

At presemt the officers of the Board of Dirsctors are, in sdditiom to Young,
Dr. Arra Se Awvskian, first vice-chairmams K, Mertom Bozoiam, secoand vice~-chairmang
Haig Dor Uamuelian, secrstorys amd J. Mark Kolligian, treasurer. lembers at large
of the Board imclude Thomas T. Awiviam, G, John Grizory, emd Jack Caveyaxn,

Further information om tha Assoclatior amd its program can be had by. writing
to the Association at 404 Park Squars Building. Boston 16 s Masaachugetts,
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