
Dear Colleague: 

With all the troubles going on in the 
world, it’s a good thing November makes 
us remember to be thankful for the 
blessings we usually take for granted and 
that our students come to this country for. 
We at Easy English NEWS are thankful 
for ESL teachers who work hard to bring 
communication skills to hundreds of 
thousands of newcomers. Thank you for 
the work you do.

We hope you are using the 16 pages 
of cloze exercises and short answer tests 
for each month’s Easy English NEWS at 
our website, Elizabethclaire.com. These 
will be posted by the 25th of the previous 
month.  

Adelaide Coles, Associate Editor

Is our information safe?  
(pages 1 and 9)

Cyber security is a huge concern these 
days. This article is complex, and the 
vocabulary load is heavy. For your students 
who use the Internet and social media, the 
information in the article can give them the 
tools to be more protected online. If you 
are not comfortable with technology, read 
the article beforehand, and talk to your 
school’s computer specialist to fill in any 
gaps in your knowledge.

Many big organizations have been 
hacked recently, which means that 
the people who bought from those 
organizations, using their credit cards, or 
have applied for jobs with them may have 
to change their cards, passwords, and other 
data. Some of the victims are customers 
and workers for Sony, Target, Ebay, UPS, 
Anthem, JP Morgan, Home Depot, and 
the government. Credit card companies 
are issuing new credit cards with “chips” 
that may make it harder to steal a person’s 
information. Today, no one is completely 
safe from cyber attacks. Our article gives 
the warning, and provides some steps 
students can take to make it harder for 
hackers to steal information. 

Objectives: Students will be able to 
name five kinds of personal information 
that a bank or website account might ask 
of us. They will be able to explain what a 

hacker is and tell three things hackers do 
with stolen information. Students will be 
able to tell eight good “cyber habits.” 

Procedures: Find out what students 
already know about cyber safety. Ask 
questions such as: Who has a computer? 
iPad? Cell phone? Do you go onto the 
Internet? Who has ever bought something 
at an Internet website? What information 
does a sales website ask from you? What 
would happen if another person stole your 
information? Read the article a paragraph 
at a time; address any comprehension 
issues and vocabulary meanings as you 
go. After students read the article, invite 
your school’s tech specialist come in to 
demonstrate some of the tips and answer 
any questions.

Ask students What is Facebook? Do 
you have a Facebook account? What 
other accounts do you have? Are these 
free? How do you think they make 
money? Point out that advertisers use 
the information they post to target them 
with ads. (Someone who posts about their 
engagement may find their newsfeed full 
of ads for wedding dresses and rings.) 
Have a school counselor come in to talk 
about good social media manners and 
behavior. (i.e. cyber bullying.)

Where are the jobs?  
(pages 1, 10, and 11)

The government reports that the 
unemployment rate has dropped to 
5.1%, but when you include the people 
who have stopped looking for work, the 
unemployment rate may be closer to 11%. 
Job creation, minimum wage, and the 
domestic economy have already emerged 
as key issues in the 2015-2016 political 
campaign. Students might ask How can a 
government create jobs? Where do jobs 
come from? Why did jobs disappear? The 
answers are extremely complex, but we try 
to give some background here.

Objectives: Students will be able to 
explain the two different kinds of jobs 
and give examples of each. They will 
be able to tell six reasons why some 
kinds of jobs have disappeared, and 
four reasons why other countries can 
manufacture goods more cheaply than 
they can be made in the U.S. They will 
be able to tell five service jobs that do 

not require a college degree and five  
that do, and tell four new jobs in the 
technology field.

Procedures: Before reading the article, 
have students make a list of jobs and write 
them on the board. Have students decide 
which jobs are service jobs and which jobs 
make a product. 

Do a classroom research project: Have 
students look for labels on their shirts, 
blouses, jeans, shoes, backpacks, etc. to 
see where they were made. For homework, 
ask students to take a trip to Walmart or 
other store to look at labels (often under 
the product) to see where items were 
manufactured. Or have them look at the 
names of the makes of cars they see on the 
street. What companies make those cars, 
and where are they located? (For example: 
Honda, Nissan, Subaru, Mazda, and Toyota 
in Japan; Hyundai and Kia in Korea; 
Volkswagen, Mercedes-Benz, and BMW in 
Germany; Fiat and Lamborghini in Italy; 
Land Rover, Jaguar and Rolls-Royce in the 
UK; Chrysler, Dodge, Ford, Chevrolet, and 
Jeep in U.S.) Have students report to the 
class and locate these countries on a wall 
map. Explain the idea of ‘globalization’—
each country produces the thing it can 
produce best and most cheaply, and 
countries can freely trade with each other.

Events in November (pages 2 and 3)

Elicit special days this month from your 
students: tests, field trips, assemblies, 
birthdays, anniversaries, etc., Have 
students write these on the appropriate 
dates on the calendar.

American Indian Heritage Month.  
Bring in books, videos, music and crafts 
of American Indians, especially of the 
tribes native to your state or part of the 
country. (The term Native American was 
invented by non-Indians, with the intention 
of reducing prejudice. However, the name 
American Indian is used more often, and 
by the U.S. government. If one knows the 
name of a person’s tribe or Indian nation, 
that name is the preferred word to use. 
Each group has its own culture, language, 
and traditions.)

Dia de los Muertos. Have Mexican 
students who celebrate this holiday tell 
the class about their customs, or invite 
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someone in to talk to your class. Talk 
about the need people may have to continue 
relations with family members who have 
passed away, and how this holiday meets 
that need, with the whole community 
sharing in the experience. Catholics have 
a day of prayer (All Souls’ Day) at this 
time, but many Americans do not have a 
communal way to express this ongoing need 
for remembering the dead.

Daylight Saving Time ends. Remind 
students to change their clocks Saturday 
night, October 31, or Sunday morning, 
November 1. Ask students: How will you 
use your extra hour? 

Election Day. This is an “off year” 
election, but important for local offices. 
Find out who the local candidates are and 
what the local issues are. Review with the 
class what they already know about the 
state and local leaders, and find out where 
the local polling places are. 

Black Friday and Cyber Monday. The 
term “Black Friday” refers to a store’s way 
of accounting. Profits are recorded in black 
ink, losses in red ink. For the first ten 
months of the year, many stores operate 
“in the red.” Around the end of November, 
their accounts go “in the black.” Having 
sales at that time helps, too. Some students 
may want to shop on Black Friday. TVs 
and other electronics may be discounted 
hundreds of dollars...for the first few 
people in the store. Students should be 
prepared for big crowds, heavy traffic, and 
disappointments. Many people line up long 
before the stores open. Some stores now 
open as early as 5 p.m. on Thanksgiving 
Day. Others prefer to shop online. There 
are good bargains on Cyber Monday. 

Veterans Day. Talk about a country’s 
need for defense. Discuss the differences 
between a draft and a volunteer army. 
IMPORTANT: Point out that all young 
men, from age 18 to 25, both citizens 
and non-citizens, must register with the 
Selective Service System. They can get 
forms at any Post Office, or register online 
at www.sss.gov if they have a Social 
Security number. This is not a draft, but is 
a way for the government to know who is 
available in case of a national emergency. 
An immigrant can lose the right to later 
citizenship if he does not register. Ask 
questions such as: What is a veteran? Has 
your country fought in any wars? Tell 
about them. Why do Americans honor their 
veterans on this day? Do people honor 
veterans in your home country? How? 

Thanksgiving. Ask students questions 
such as: Were you here in November last 
year? Did you eat a Thanksgiving dinner? 
Do you plan to have a Thanksgiving 

dinner this year? What food will you have 
at that event? What are you thankful for in 
your life? Have students work in groups 
of four or five. Ask students to each tell 
something they are thankful for, and have 
them continue around the circle. Repeats 
are allowed.

This is your page (page 4)

After reading the stories, have students 
share their own experiences of a similar 
nature. Are there unlucky days in your 
home country? Are there superstitions? 
Tell about them. Are there any words in 
English that sound like words in your 
native language? Have you ever had 
trouble while shopping? Do you feel safe 
in the U.S.? Tell about it.

Ask Elizabeth: What’s “up?” (page 5)

Before reading the article, ask students 
to define the word up. Warn them that 
the word up doesn’t have that meaning in 
phrases such as wash up, burn up, listen 
up, etc. (So don’t translate wash up as 
lavar arriba, etc.) Elicit any other uses 
they have heard or read. Explain that 
up sometimes is an adverb that means a 
direction: The balloon went up. But other 
times it is a particle that modifies the 
meaning of a verb.  

Your Health: The Human Lifespan 
(page 5)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
four reasons why people live longer today 
than in ancient Rome. They will be able 
to tell three reasons why many Americans 
have become obese and explain the dangers 
of obesity. Students will be able to tell six 
things they can do to live a healthy life. 
Procedures: It’s common for newcomers 
to gain weight while living in the U.S. 
Have students list the food that they ate in 
the past 24 hours. How does this list match 
what Dr. Ali suggests? What foods can 
build good health? 
 
America the Beautiful: Boston, 
Massachusetts (page 6)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
locate Boston on a U.S. map. They will 
be able to tell ten things to see in Boston. 
Procedures: Elicit from students what 
they already know about Boston (see last 
month’s Heroes and History for the Boston 
Tea Party). Read the article and have 
students tell what they see in the photos. 
Ask: What famous places are in Boston? 
What would you want to see in Boston?  

Heroes and History:  
American Indians (page 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
explain how the native people came to be 
called Indians. They will be able to tell 
how European diseases affected the Indian 
population. They will be able tell ways that 
Indians helped the first people who came 
from Europe, six ways that Europeans were 
unfair to Indians. Students will be able to 
tell how Navajo Indians helped the U.S. in 
World War II. Students will be able to tell 
what rights Indians have today. They’ll be 
able to explain some of the purposes of a 
powwow.  

Procedures: Bring in artifacts, photos, 
and pictures of Indian crafts and culture. 
Ask the media specialist at your school 
for any videos about Indians. If your 
students are from Central or South 
America, ask questions such as: Are there 
Indians in your home country? What 
was the relationship between Europeans 
and Indians in the past? What is he 
relationship among the various people 
today? Point out that these people, though 
we call them all Indians, were and are as 
different from each other as English and 
Italians. They had different languages, 
different cultures, different ways of 
living, and  different appearances. The 
Northeastern Woodlands Indians farmed 
and lived in semi-permanent homes; 
Central Plains Indians hunted for food 
and were nomadic, following the buffalo 
through the seasons, and had homes 
(tepees) they could set up and take down 
quickly. Southwestern Indians farmed and 
built permanent homes of adobe (pueblos); 
Indians in the Northwest fished and 
hunted.

ANSWERS
16. F (three)
17. T
18. F (Boston)
19. F (oldest)
20. T
21. J (explorer)
22. E (volunteers)
23. G 
(manufactures)
24. A (lifespan)
25. I (product)
26. D (predict)
27. B (part-time
28. F (marathon)
29. H (code)
30. C (delivers)

 1. d
 2. d
 3. a
 4. c
 5. c
 6. b
 7. c
 8. d
 9. a
10. c
11. F (American-
Indian)
12. F (Mexican)
13. F (veterans)
14. F 
(Thanksgiving)
15. T



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date _____________

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 

November 2015 Quiz I

____  1.  What do hackers want to steal?

  a)  Food.
  b)  Jobs.
  c)  Products.
  d)  Information. 

____  2.  To protect your computer, you should

  a)  go to dangerous websites.
  b)  click on pop-up ads.
  c)  use old software.
  d)  use antivirus software.

____  3. Pop-up ads 

  a)  may trick people into    
 downloading files.

  b)  are safe to click on.
  c)  protect people from viruses.
  d)  help us talk to friends and family   

 all over the world.

____  4. Public wireless networks at libraries, 
airports, and cafés are

  
  a)  good for shopping on the Internet.
  b)  safe and free to use.
  c)  not secure.
  d)  protected with a password.

____  5. MacKeeper is 

  a)  an antivirus program for Macs.
  b)  a social media website.
  c)  dangerous malware. 
  d)  an old operating system.

____  6.  This year, the reported unemployment rate 
is about

  a) 2%.
  b)  5%.  
  c) 10%.
  d)  17%.

____  7. Some American jobs have disappeared 
because machines

  a)  work for minimum wage.
  b)  can get loans from banks.
  c)  can do the jobs faster and cheaper.
  d)  are more expensive overseas. 

____  8. In the U.S., there are laws that products 
must be

  a)  cheap.
  b)  fast.
  c)   expensive.
  d)  safe. 

____  9. The unemployment rate may be higher 
when you count

  a)  people who have given up looking  
 for jobs.

  b)  robots doing people’s jobs.
  c)  service jobs.
  d)  doctors and nurses.

____  10.  Americans buy clothing, TVs, and toys 
from other countries because

  
  a)  they are much better than American  

 products.  
  b) Americans don’t know how to make  

 those products.
  c)  they are cheaper.
  d) other countries pay their workers   

 more. 
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Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date _____________

Quiz II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, make it true. Write 
a word to replace the underlined word. 

____   11. November is Asian-Indian Heritage 
month.  

             ______________________________

____  12. Dia de los Muertos is a Jewish-American 
holiday.

             ______________________________

____  13. Americans honor the Pilgrims on 
Veterans Day.

             ______________________________

____  14. Turkey is a traditional 
food for All Souls’ Day.             
______________________________

				  15. Samoset and Squanto taught the Pilgrims 
how to plant corn, beans, and squash.

             ______________________________

				  16. The first Thanksgiving in Plymouth 
lasted six days.

             ______________________________

____  17. There are more obese people today than 
there were 30 years ago. 

             ______________________________

____  18.  Paul Revere, Samuel Adams, and John 
Hancock lived in Philadelphia. 

             ______________________________

____  19.  The Boston Public Library is the tallest 
public library in the United States.

             ______________________________

____  20. Diseases such as smallpox killed 90% 
of the Indians in the Americas. 

             ______________________________

Quiz III. Building Vocabulary
 
Write the best word to complete each sentence. 
Write the letter of that word on the line in front 
of the number.  
   Word List

  A. lifespan F. Marathon
  B. part-time G. manufactures
  C. delivers H. code
  D. predict I. products
  E. volunteers J. explorer

____  21. Christopher Columbus was an 
_________________, but was he the 
first person to discover America?

____  22. Every Thanksgiving, _______________ 
help serve dinner to poor and homeless 
people. 

____  23. I work at a company that 
___________________ cars and trucks.

____  24. The average human ________________ 
in the U.S. is 78.8 years.

____  25. There are two kinds of jobs: 
service jobs and jobs to make 
__________________.

____  26. It rained yesterday and today. I 
_________________ it will rain 
tomorrow, too.

____  27. After school, I go to my 
__________________ job as a waiter. 

____  28. Every year, thousands of people run in 
the Boston __________________. 

____  29. Navajo Indians used their language as a 
secret _____________ in World War II.

____  30. The U.S. Postal Service 
______________________ letters, 
packages, postcards, and parcels. 
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