
Dear Colleagues:

If your program ends in May, and 
you won’t see your students again, 
encourage them to subscribe to Easy 
English NEWS for home delivery, or 
ask for it at their local library. (Remind 
them, no July or August.) Do you find 
Easy English NEWS useful in your 
classrom? You are the most qualified to 
spread the word. Please visit the English 
Language Professional’s Resource Guide 
to rate us and give a sentence or two. 
http://englishlanguageprofessionals 
resourceguide.com/

I hate to raise prices! The least I can do 
is tell you in advance so you can order 
next year’s subscriptions at this year’s 
prices. The prices for subscriptions listed 
on the coupons on page 10 are good until 
June 30, 2015. 

Here come the drones!

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
16 or more uses for drones, and invent 
more uses. They will be able to tell why 
the military uses drones, and the reasons 
why some people are afraid of drones. 
They will be able to tell some of the laws 
regarding small drones.

Procedures:  Define drone. teach the 
term, remote control. Find out what 
students already know about drones. Ask 
questions such as: Does anyone have a 
drone? Have you seen any drones? Have 
you seen any news about drones? What 
kinds of things do you think an unmanned 
flying vehicle can do? Have students 
look at the photos and tell what they 
see. Read the article, clarify vocabulary 
and meaning. For each of the laws about 
drones, ask students why that law would be 
important. Recall that a drone accidentally 
went into the White House lawn, and 
crashed at 3 a.m. one morning last month. 
The entire White House was on lockdown 
until the operator explained to Secret 
Service that he did it by accident. (Drones 
are not allowed in this area of Washington, 
D.C.) Have students give their opinions 
on drones as a hobby, drones as package 
deliverers, drones to spy on people. 

The trouble with gangs  
(pages 1, 10, and 11)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
distinguish the friendly meaning of gangs 
from the more dangerous form of gangs. 
They will be able to tell the kinds of 
gangs, the reasons someone might join a 
gang, the gang activities that are not safe, 
and the trouble gangs can get into. If your 
students are parents, they will learn how 
to recognize behavioral changes and other 
signs that their children might be interested 
in, or have joined, a gang; and how to 
prevent kids from joining a gang. Students 
will learn and be able to visit or tell others 
about wholesome activities for young 
people in your school and neighborhood.  

Procedures: Ask what students already 
know about gangs, if they know gangs in 
the school or neighborhood, what signs 
the gangs have, and what they do. Have 
students look at the photo on page one and 
tell what signs of belonging to a gang are 
visible. Also on page 10. Do these things 
always mean someone belongs to a gang? 
No, but they are clues. Discuss information 
students bring about local gangs. 

Events in May (pages 2 and 3)

Have students find the dates for each of 
the events in the month and write those on 
the calendar. Also note any school events, 
and personal events such as birthdays and 
anniversaries. 

May Day  Ask what students do in their 
home countries on May first. Do they 
celebrate International Workers’ Day? 
May Day is a traditional English holiday 
greeting spring, with beauty queens, 
parades with flowers and floats, and a 
dance around a May Pole. This is no longer 
encouraged at American schools, regarded 
as being sexist, or keeping women and 
girls in a passive condition, dependent on 
looks rather than on accomplishments.

Mother’s Day Have students talk about 
the person who “mothered” them. (Kept 
them alive when they were too small 
to take care of themselves. It might be 
their mother, stepmother, aunt, father, 
grandparent, foster parent, etc.) Have 
students write their own memories of 
someone who mothered them. Or how they 
mothered their own children. What are 
your plans for Mother’s Day? 

Cinco de Mayo. If you have Mexican 

students in your class ask them to tell 
how they celebrate Cinco de Mayo. Bring 
in Mexican music or videos of Mexican 
dancing. Have students locate Mexico 
on a large wall map, and find the border, 
the rivers, the areas in the U.S. that have 
Spanish names. Have some advanced 
students research the Battle of Puebla, 
and report to the class. Discuss how the 
outcome of a battle can change the course 
of history. If the French had won the battle 
of Puebla, our neighbors might be speaking 
French, not Spanish.

Asian and Pacific-Islander Heritage 
Month  Have students locate Asia on a 
world map, and name the countries. Also 
look at the Pacific Ocean and identify 
various islands. What is your school doing 
to mark this month?  Have any Asian 
or Pacific-Island students in your class 
demonstrate a skill from their own culture. 
Examples: teach how to use chopsticks, 
do tai chi or karate moves, explain feng 
shui concepts, flower arranging, writing 
characters or letters in Asian languages, 
etc. Discuss these sayings of Confucius 
on education. Do they agree or disagree? 
Ignorance is the night of the mind, and a 
night without moon and stars. 
 Forget injuries, never forget kindnesses. 

How does this Confucius’ saying help 
teachers to teach? I hear and I forget. I 
see and I remember. I do and I understand. 
Elicit the names of famous Asians students 
know of. (See a long list at Wikipedia.
com.) 

Kentucky Derby  Have students heard 
of the Kentucky Derby? Some of the 
horses that may be running are: Dortmund, 
American Pharaoh, Carpe Diem, Firing 
Line, International Star, Mubtaahij, 
Materiality, Upstart, el Kabeir, Dubai 
Sky, War Story, Keen Ice, Far Right, Ocho 
Ocho Ocho.

 Students can see past races of these 
contenders at Youtube.com. Search for: 
“Kentucky Derby 2015” (plus the name 
of the horse they like). Assign an optional 
homework assignment to watch the derby 
on TV. Build horse and racing vocabulary: 
filly, colt, jockey, starting gate, favorite, 
long shot, And they’re off! in the lead, 
back stretch, finish line, purse, odds, win 
by a length, win by a nose, etc.
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 ANSWERS

 1. c

 2. d

 3. a

 4. a

 5. c

 6. d

 7. b

 8. a

 9. c

10. c

11. F (May)

12. T

13. T

14. F (Asian)

15. T

16. F (Mexican- 
        Americans)

17. F (Mexican)

18. T

19. T

20. F (men)

21. I (petroglyph)

22. A (urban)

23. D (chores)

24. B (mentor)

25. E (beverage) 

26. F (territory)

27. C (stare)

28. G (draft)

29. J (appreciate)

30. H (trust )

Armed Forces Day Talk about the  
various branches of the Armed Services. 
Ask if any students have been in the armed 
forces in their home countries. Was it 
voluntary or required? Was it men only, or 
men and women? Talk about the sacrifices 
that people in the Armed Forces make for 
their country. Remind young men in your 
class that they must, by law, register for 
Selective Service when they become 18, 
and register again if they move before 
the age of 25. If they don’t register, they 
can lose eligibility for student financial 
aid, job training, and jobs in the Federal 
government. They must register even if 
they are not citizens. 

Memorial Day Read the article. Discuss: 
Why is it important to remember people 
who have sacrificed their lives for their 
country? Does anyone in the class have a 
family member in the Armed Forces? Invite 
a veteran (call the VFW) or National Guard 
person to speak to the class about the work 
of the Armed Forces or the importance 
of Memorial Day. Point out that it is also 
patriotic to work for peace and oppose 
wars. Encourage students to watch any 
parade planned for your community. 

This is your page (page 4)

Read the stories and discuss any 
applications in their own lives. 

Ask a Speech Coach: Final s

For many English language learners, 
the final s to indicate plurals, 3rd 
person singular present tense verbs, and 
possessive forms is easy to understand, but 
slow to become habitual. Frequent practice 
may be necessary. For some, the distinction 
between /s/ and /z/ needs practice.  

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Objectives: Students will be able to 
locate Albuquerque on a map; they will be 
able to tell five interesting things about 
Albuquerque. They will demonstrate 
curiosity about hot-air ballooning, 
powwows, Acoma, and petroglyphs.

Procedures: Locate New Mexico and 
Albuquerque on a wall map. Find the 
Sandia Mountains, the Rio Grande, and the 
pueblo of Acoma. Have students look at 
the photos of Albuquerque. Ask questions 
such as: Would you like to go there? What 
would you want to see? Would you ever go 
up in a hot-air balloon? 

If you have a road map of the 
United States, find Route 66. Read 
the article. Have students see a 
YouTube video of hot air-ballooning in 
Albuquerque. https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=Rwl6lE2kkxc (11 minutes, 
shows the heating of the air and launching 
of amazing multi-shaped and multi-
colored hot-air balloons; The video at 
youtube.com/watch?v=FUBxv0CFiHI 
(14 minutes) is a demonstration of how 
balloonists fill the balloon with air; how 
they heat the air; and the equipment and 
skills needed to launch a balloon. Then we 
go up with the balloonists, seeing the view 
from their balloon.  

Prohibition (page 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
why Americans wanted a constitutional 
amendment to prohibit the manufacture 
and sale of alcohol. They will be able to 
name five groups of people who wanted to 
stop the sale of alcohol, and their reasons. 
Students will be able to explain some of 
the results of Prohibition, the speakeasies, 
the entertainment, the increase in drinking, 
the crime, and the dangers of bad alcohol. 
Students will be able to tell that the 21st 
Amendment repealed Prohibition. 

Procedures: Read the article with the 
students, a paragraph at a time, and ask 
questions to verify comprehension. Review 
the methods of amending the Constitution: 
Passage by two thirds of both houses 
of Congress, then ratified by 3/4 of the 
states. Discuss: Was it a good idea to 
prohibit the making and selling of alcohol? 
Why did crime increase? What could the 
government have done to enforce the law 
against selling alcohol? Why didn’t police 
arrest speakeasy owners? Was it a good 
idea to repeal Prohibition? What rules are 
there today about alcohol? 

Each state has its own laws. There are 
federal and state taxes on alcohol. Within 
a state, each county or town or city may 
have laws as well. There are many counties 
in the U.S. that are “dry” (no alcohol at 
all) and some that are “moist” (allowing 
beer and wine). A state requires a license 
for the manufacture of alcohol, another 
license for distributing it, and another 
license for selling it to customers. In 
some restaurants that don’t have a license, 
customers are allowed to bring their own 
bottle of wine.

States and cities have laws against 
driving under the influence of alcohol. 
In some locations, a conviction of drunk 
driving requires a jail term and very heavy 
fines. In others, drunk drivers lose their 
license or have only a restricted license. 

The minimum legal drinking age in the 
U.S. is 21. There are laws against selling 
alcohol to minors and to serving alcohol 
in one’s home to minors at parties. It is 
against the law to serve alcohol to anyone 

who is visibly intoxicated.

Assign research to find out: 1. the laws 
about selling alcoholic beverages in your 
city and state; 2. the taxes on alcohol in 
your state; 3. laws about times and days 
alcohol may be sold; 4. punishments, 
fines, and jail terms for driving under the 
influence; 5. the blood alcohol content that 
is the limit for drivers. Discuss: How is the 
legalization of marijuana like the repeal 
of Prohibition? Who wanted marijuana to 
be legal? What states now allow medical 
marijuana? What states allow the sale of 
recreational marijuana? What are the laws 
about marijuana in your state? In the early 
1900s, heroin and opium had been legal 
in many states. Why do you think these 
drugs became illegal? Why does making 
something illegal increase the cost and 
increase crime?

At the movies: McFarland, USA

I don’t frequently recommend new 
movies in Easy English NEWS: too much 
violence, bad language, or sex, or difficult 
plots. McFarland, USA is ideal...a clear 
plot, clear speaking, great family and ESL 
class values and lessons. It could become 
an ESL class classic. Read the review on 
page 5. Ask the school media specialist 
to buy a copy of the DVD when it comes 
out and show it in your class, 10 minutes 
at a time...Stop, discuss, clarify meanings 
and characters’ feelings. How is learning 
English like cross country running? Use 
the inspirational themes to encourage the 
long distance run toward English. (“You 
never give up.”) 



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 

May 2015 Quiz I

____  1.   A UAV is a (an) ___________

  a)  Unknown American Voter.
  b)  United Aviation Volunteer.
  c)  Unmanned Aerial Vehicle.
  d)  Union Annual Vaccination. 

____  2. The biggest customer for drones may be
 
  a)  news reporters.
  b)  farmers.
  c)  movie directors.
  d)  police departments.

____  3. Drones were first used by 

  a)  the military.
  b)  hospitals.
  c)  Amazon.com.
  d)  innocent people.

____  4. A person can control a hobby drone with 
  
  a)  a smart phone.
  b)  a UAV.
  c)  a pilot.
  d)  a missile.

____  5. Drones may not

  a)  stay below 400 feet.
  b)  fly over open areas.
  c)  fly over people and homes. 
  d)  fly slower than 100 miles per hour.

____  6. Young people might join a gang 

  a) to please their teachers.
  b)  to get help with school subjects.  

c) to have more respect for their family.
  d)  to feel protected.

____  7. Being secretive, and having unexplained 
money to spend could be signs that a 
young person  

  a)  is preparing for a better future.
  b)  has joined a gang.
  c)  is doing well at school.
  d)  has good adult supervision. 

____  8. Parents need to let their children know that 

  a)  they care about them.
  b)  it’s a good idea to belong to a gang.
  c)   tattoos make them look better.
  d)  they should not tell them where   

 they are going. 

____  9. Parents and teachers should teach young 
people 

  a)  about getting tattoos.
  b)  about writing grafitti.
  c)  about the dangers of gangs. 
  d)  how to be loud and disrespectful.

____  10. Communities need wholesome activities 
for young people such as 

  
  a)  wearing jewelry.  
  b) using alcohol.
  c)  after-school programs.
  d) selling drugs. 
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Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

Quiz II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, make it true. Write 
a word to replace the underlined word. 

____   11. March is Asian-American and Pacific-
Islander Heritage Month.      

              ______________________________

____  12.  Mayday is a code word for disaster. 
______________________________

____  13. As a group, Asian Americans have the 
highest level of education in the U.S. 
_______________________________

____  14. The great teacher Confucius had a 
strong influence on Mexican culture. 
_____________________________

				  15. Tai chi is a gentle form of Chinese 
exercise.  ______________________

				  16. Cinco de Mayo is an important holiday 
for Asian Americans. 

              ______________________________

____  17. In 1862, a French army stopped 
the invasion of Napoleon III. 
______________________________

____  18.  On Memorial Day, Americans honor and 
remember the men and women who died 
in U.S. wars. ______________________

____  19.  The Kentucky Derby is a horse race.
               ______________________________

____  20. All young men and women from the 
ages of 18 through 25 must register 
with the U.S. Selective Service. 
________________________

Quiz III. Building Vocabulary
 
Write the best word to complete each sentence. 
Write the letter of that word on the line in front 
of the number.  
   Word List

  A. urban F. territory   
  B. mentor G. draft
  C. stare H. trust 
  D. chores I. petroglyph
  E. beverage J. appreciate

____  21.  A picture made a long time ago on rock 
is called a ______________________.

____  22.  A city is an _______________ area. 

____  23. ____________________ are jobs that 
have to be done around the house every 
day or week.

____  24. A person who guides and advises a 
young person or new person on a job is 
called a ________________________.

____  25. Are you thirsty? Would you like some 
kind of  ________________ to drink?

____  26.  Land that a gang may say belongs to 
them is their ___________________.

____  27.  Look at people when you speak to 
them, but don’t ___________________ 
at people you are not speaking to. 

____  28. The United States has an all-volunteer 
army, so there is no _______________. 

____  29. Mother’s Day is a time to show that you 
_____________________ all the things 
that your mother does or did for you.

____  30. You can _________________ a person 
if you believe he is honest. 
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