
Dear Colleagues: 

Don’t forget to check our website for 
cloze exercises and additional quizzes for 
June, posted by or before the 1st of the 
month.

Alert! Prices for Easy English NEWS 
will increase July 1. However, if you order 
by June 30, you can get next year’s issues 
at this year’s prices. 

If your students are not going to be in 
your program next fall, encourage them 
to subscribe to Easy English NEWS 
to continue their growth in vocabulary 
and reading and civics. They might also 
want to purchase American Manners 
and Customs, or Kristina, 1904, the 
Greenhorn Girl. 

Pardon me for not writing again about 
urban protests and clashes between police 
and the public. Having supplied the 
vocabulary a few months ago, I trust that 
you can carry on the conversation about 
it, if that is needed and wanted in your 
classes. I thought it would be good to have 
a more pleasant June paper, the last month 
of the school year. Robots taking jobs 
isn’t violent, and it isn’t big in the news, 
but it is definitely important when one is 
choosing an occupation. 

Will a Robot Take Your Job?  
(page 1)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
ten different jobs that robots can do, and 
explain why robots are better at the jobs 
than humans. (Robots can save lives by 
going into dangerous places, or detonate 
bombs, etc. They can do boring work 
without getting bored.) Students will be 
able to tell four ways that robots can help 
people in their jobs. Students will be able 
to tell the dangers that some occupations 
might go out of existence and be ready to 
get trained for other work. 

Procedures: Students of any age are 
fascinated with robots. Teaching about 
robots (or with robots) can motivate 
students in science topics, math, 
mechanics, teamwork. Ask questions such 
as: Have you seen any robots at work? 
Have you seen any robot movies? What can 
the robots in movies do? Do they think that 
today’s robots can do those things? What 

kind of robot would you like to help you 
and do some jobs for you? What are some 
jobs in school that robots could do? (Clean 
whiteboards, wash windows, etc.) Read 
the article and discuss. Does your school 
have a robot program? Should it? Have 
students think of tasks for a robot, and 
draw the robot that can do the task. Not 
all robots look like humans; they can have 
many arms and eyes, for example. Watch 
YouTube.com robots 

Summer Safety (pages 1, 9, and 10)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
list safety rules for avoiding dehydration, 
and overheating, and the signs of possible 
heat exhaustion and heat stroke. They will 
be able to tell first aid measures and the 
importance of getting a person medical 
attention. Students will be able to list 3 
rules for sunburn safety, and 10 for water 
safety. They will tell how to recognize 
poison ivy and tell how to prevent a rash. 
They’ll be able to tell how to prevent ticks 
from biting them, and what to do if they 
suspect they have Lyme disease. They 
will be able to tell what gear to wear for 
various sports such as boating, biking, 
football, soccer, skateboarding. They 
will be able to tell safety rules during a 
thunderstorm, and the proper treatment of 
perishable food outdoors.

Procedures: Ask students what their 
summer plans are, what kinds of activities 
they enjoy in the summer. Ask what 
dangers there are in the summer in their 
home countries, and how they avoid or 
prevent them. Are your home countries 
hotter or cooler than here? Are there any 
insects that cause disease that you had to 
watch for? Are there plants that can cause 
itching? Are there sharks in the water? 

Read the article and have students add 
any of their own experiences to the list. 
Play a guessing game: Tell a safety rule, 
and students must tell what event or 
activity it is for: Examples: Wear a helmet. 
(Biking, skateboarding, football). Get out 
of the pool. (Lightning, thunderstorm) 
Wear long sleeves and tuck your pants legs 
into your socks. (Hiking, prevent tick bites, 
prevent poison ivy) Wash with strong soap. 
(Prevent poison ivy) Others: Don’t swim 
in the ocean in the evening. Wear light-
colored clothing. Cool with wet towels and 
get medical attention. Drink a lot of water 

and other fluids. Wear sunscreen. Swim 
with a buddy. Wear a life jacket and so 
forth.

Events in June (pages 2 and 3)

Have students talk about any events in 
their lives in June and July (birthdays, 
anniversaries, graduation, etc.) And have 
them write those in their page 2 and 3 
calendar on the appropriate dates. Ask 
about any holidays that people celebrate in 
their home countries in June. 

Flag Day  Objectives: Students will be 
aware that many Americans have strong 
feelings about the flag and patriotism. 
They will learn the meaning of the Pledge 
of Allegiance; those who are or will 
become citizens are encouraged to learn 
it by heart. Point out that the words in 
the Pledge express an ideal that we live 
toward, even if it is not always realized. 
Have students draw and color the flag, 
and the flags of their home countries. 
White is for purity and innocence. Red is 
for bravery; blue is for justice. Additional 
interpretations are that red stands for the 
blood of those who gave their lives for 
freedom, and white is for the purity of the 
ideal of freedom. 

Talk about the purposes for a flag. (A 
symbol to unite people with patriotic 
feelings; military identification; ID for 
ships; label for American-made products.) 
What are your feelings about your home 
country’s flag? Explain that the test to 
become a citizen includes questions about 
the flag. Listen to/sing the Star Spangled 
Banner. Tell the story of how it was written 
in the war of 1812. Teach flag manners. 
(Flag should never touch the ground, 
never be worn as clothing, always treated 
with respect; flag is flown at half mast for 
national sorrow. )

Weddings Talk about wedding customs 
in the U.S. and in students’ home 
countries. Are there any special times when 
you think it’s lucky to get married? What 
are the ideals for choosing a person to 
marry? Ask married students to tell about 
their wedding day. Assign students to 
watch wedding ceremonies and parties on 
YouTube.

Father’s Day  Have students talk about 
their fathers or other men in their lives 

Elizabeth Claire’s 

Quizzes and Teacher’s Guide   June 2015



 ANSWERS

 1. b

 2. d

 3. d

 4. a

 5. b

 6. a

 7. a

 8. c

 9. b

10. d

11. F (June 14)

12. F (13         
  stripes and    
  50 stars)

13. F (liberty)

14. F (stand)

15. T

16. F (bride)

17. F (June 21)

18. F (England)

19. F (Thomas  
         Jefferson)

20. T

21. B (vow)

22. C (paralyzed)

23. H (erupt)

24. D (helmet)

25. J (polluted)

26. E (glacier)

27. A (indivisible)

28. G (pioneer)

29. F        
 (commencement)

30. I (rash)

who have helped them or influenced them. 
Talk about men’s roles and women’s 
roles in the U.S. and how they have been 
changing. Make a chart on the board of 
family tasks and duties. Ask students 
to copy the chart and fill in their own 
information telling if this work is done 
by mothers, fathers, both, older children, 
or nobody. Examples: Works to support 
the family; cooks; shops for food; cleans 
the house; takes out the garbage; washes 
clothes; takes care of small children; 
makes rules for older children; helps 
children with homework; goes to parent 
conferences with teachers; fixes things that 
are broken; carries heavy things; decides 
how to spend family’s money; protects the 
family; makes important decisions for the 
family; takes care of the car. 

Read the two stories on This Is Your 
Page about readers’ memories of fathers. 
These are about sadness, which might 
or might not relate to your students. Use 
judgment. Have students write an essay 
about their fathers, themselves as fathers, 
the ideal father, grandfathers, missing 
fathers, etc.

Graduation Discuss credits and 
requirements for graduation at your 
school. Point out the financial value of a 
high school diploma and further training 
or eduction. Explain opportunities to get 
a GED. Discuss graduation procedures 
and ceremonies at your school. Act out 
a graduation ceremony, with different 
students taking different roles: Master of 
ceremonies, valedictorian, salutatorian, 
guest speaker, awards presenter of 
diplomas, graduates. 

Ramadan  Have any Muslim students 
explain their feelings and customs for 
Ramadan. Should non-Muslim students 
choose to test their own self-control by 
not eating during daylight hours (This is 
hardest in June, the month with the most 
daylight hours!), recommend a high-
protein (eggs, meat) breakfast before dawn. 
What are their experiences? Point out that 
Muslims pray five times a day. How does 
this keep people faithful to a religion? 
The Qur’an says that Muslims should kill 
a person who leaves the faith. What is 
today’s Muslim’s opinion on that? 

Summer begins Ask students about 
summer plans, work, summer school, 
vacation or travel. Is there a summer break 
in your native countries? How long is it? 
What do you think of the U.S. custom of 
a 10-week break from school? (Explain 
that it is left over from days when farms 
needed their children for planting and 
harvesting.) Summer camps, the tourist and 
travel industries, and others do not want 

schools to operate in July and August. 
They would lose money.  

Independence Day There have been 
other democracies in the world (ancient 
Greece, etc.), but of the modern world, 
the U.S. was the first to have democracy. 
Our Revolution and Declaration of 
Independence formed an example for 
the other countries that followed in 
their desire for independence and a 
Constitution: France, Mexico, countries 
of South America, and others. Point out 
that the U.S. is a republic: representatives 
elected by the people make the laws. A 
true democracy is when all of the citizens 
together meet to make the laws. It’s only 
possible in small towns and small groups. 

This Is Your Page (page 4)

Read the stories and discuss any similar 
stories the students want to tell. Have 
students tell about engagement customs 
in their home country; what to do when a 
mugger wants your purse; where to carry 
money and passport; and the different 
kinds of tickets: theater, concert, movies, 
but parking, speeding, littering, jay 
walking, etc. Have students tell their 
experiences with listening to American 
jokes. (Preparation: Read Elizabeth 
Claire’s What’s So Funny? on Kindle. It 
tells the cultural backgrounds and typical 
stresses and butts of jokes that cause 
laughter as a release of tension, in addition 
to 200 laugh tested jokes to illustrate the 
themes that Americans laugh at.)

America the Beautiful:  
Mount Rainier (page 6)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
five reasons people visit Mount Rainier. 
They will be able to tell why Mt. Rainier 
is considered a danger. Procedure: Ask 
about any popular mountains in their home 
country. Locate the state of Washington 
on a wall map, then Seattle, Tacoma, and 
Mount Rainier. Explain that a national 
park is a place that is protected from 
development, homes, buildings, business, 
etc. and is reserved for people’s enjoyment 
and preservation of nature. 

Elicit students’ knowledge of volcanos. 
Mention the recent eruption of Mount 
Calbuco in Chile. Assign students to see 
the eruption of Mount St. Helens in 1980 
on Youtube.com. Mount St. Helens is 
in the same chain of mountains as Mt. 
Rainier. Explain that if Mount Rainier 
erupts, the biggest danger would be from 
lahars (mud and ice slides caused by the 
sudden melting of the glaciers on top of 
the volcano.) Thousands of years ago such 
lahars reached all the way to where the 
city of Seattle is now.   

Heroes and History:  
Johnny Appleseed (page 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell why John Chapman earned the name 
Johnny Appleseed. They will be able 
to tell several reasons he was unusual, 
and the main reason he was important 
to the pioneers. They will be able to tell 
something of his personal philosophy. (Do 
good, do no harm, love nature.) 

Procedures: Bring in some apples, cut 
them in slices and serve to the class. Bring 
in small cups and some containers of apple 
juice and apple cider for a taste test. How 
are they different? Why are apples good 
for us? How can you plant an apple tree? 
What fruits do you like? How many apples 
do you eat in a year? What else can you do 
with apples? How many different kinds of 
apples are there? What kind of apples do 
you know? Like? (Eating apples, cooking 
apples.) What state do the apples in your 
supermarket come from? 

Read the article one paragraph at a time, 
clarify understanding and discuss. What 
do you admire about John Chapman? Why 
were pioneers glad to have him stay at 
their house? Why were Indians also glad 
to have him visit? What do you think gave 
John Chapmen the idea to walk barefoot 
and wear coffee sacks for clothing? What 
would people think of him if he came to 
this school? Watch, or assign students to 
watch the Disney short feature Johnny 
Appleseed on YouTube.com 



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

____  1.  By the year 2035, robots may

  a) earn more than the minimum wage.
  b) do 45% of today’s jobs in the U.S.  

c) understand jokes.
  d) get bored and make mistakes.

____  2. A robot on Mars is 

  a) assembling cars.
  b) dismantling bombs.
  c) getting smarter and smarter.
  d) exploring and sending back    

    information.

____  3. Why would a robot disinfect a room?

  a) to operate on patients with more   
    control.

  b) to find items that packers need.
  c) to wash the windows.
  d) to kill germs and prevent the spread   

    of the ebola virus.

____  4. An android in Tokyo

  a) greets customers in a store.
  b) can operate on a patient.
  c) invented a wall-climbing robot.
  d) has as much intelligence as a human.

____  5. RODA, the telemedicine robot 

  a) helps a patient get out of bed.
  b) lets a doctor in another city check a   

    patient’s heart.
  c) comforts a sick patient.
  d) explores inside volcanoes.

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 

June 2015 Quiz I

____  6. Our bodies perspire in the heat, so it is 
important to

  a)  drink water frequently.
    b) drink coffee or soda frequently.
  c) swim in chlorinated swimming   

 pools.
  d) avoid polluted water.

____  7. To prevent sunburn:

  a) use sunscreen, wear a hat, and   
 sunglasses.

  b) avoid the sun between 4 p.m. and  
 8 p.m.

  c) stay outside in the sun as much as  
 possible.

  d) wear dark clothing. 

____  8. The most important safety rule around 
water is:

 
  a)  swallow sea water. 
  b)  choose a polluted beach.
  c) learn to swim.
  d)  only swim in the ocean in the   

 evening.

___ 9.  A person might get Lyme disease from

  a)  poison ivy.
  b) a deer tick.
  c) sun stroke.
  d) swimming in polluted water.

____  10. When there is a thunderstorm, 

  a) stay in the swimming pool.
  b)  stay under a tree.
  c)  talk on the telephone.
  d)  stay in a house or other building. 
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Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, make it true. Write 
a word to replace the underlined word. 

____  11. Flag Day is always the 
third Sunday in June.          
______________________________

____  12. There are 13 stars and 50 stripes on the 
American flag.

                 ____________________________

____  13.  “...one nation, under God, with 
independence and justice for all.” 
______________________________

____  14.  It is good manners to sit down while 
citizens are saying the Pledge of 
Allegiance. ____________________

____  15.  Students who complete school may get 
a diploma at their graduation. 

                 _____________________________

____  16. The maid of honor is a woman who is 
getting married. _________________

                
____  17. Summer begins on July 21. 

_______________________________

____  18. In 1776, 13 colonies in North America 
decided to be free from France. 
_______________________________

____  19.  George Washington wrote the 
Declaration of Independence.  
_______________________________

____  20. John Chapman planted apple 
trees all over the Midwest. 
________________________

 III. Building Vocabulary
 
Write the best word to complete each sentence. 
Write the letter of that word on the line in front 
of the number.  
   Word List

 A.  indivisible F.  commencement
 B. vow G. pioneer
 C. paralyzed H.  erupt
 D. helmet I. rash
 E.  glacier J. polluted

____  21.  A _______________ is a strong 
promise to do something. 

____  22. A person who is __________________ 
is not able to move.

____  23.  A volcano can _________________, 
spilling ashes and lava.

____  24. Wear a _________________ to protect 
your head when you go bike riding. 

____  25. Don’t swim in __________________ 
water. 

____  26. A slow moving river of frozen ice and 
snow is a _____________________

____  27. Something that cannot be separated into  
smaller parts is _________________.

____  28.  A person who is  among the 
first to live in a new place is a 
________________________. 

____  29. Another word for graduation is 
__________________________.

____  30. A bull’s eye ____________________ 
on the skin is a sign of Lyme disease.
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