
Dear Colleague:

Happy New Year! Time for new 
beginnings and looking forward to the 
future. 

The 114th Congress takes office 
(pages 1, 10, and 11)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
name the two major political parties, tell 
what a majority is, which party has the 
majority in the Senate and which in the 
House of Representatives, and how that 
might make it difficult to make laws. 
Students will be able to tell when Congress 
will begin this year, and several problems 
the 114th Congress will have to deal with. 

Procedures: This can be a pretty dry 
topic for younger students, so make it as 
visual and hands-on as possible. Divide 
the class unequally by some physical or 
clothing or gender feature to show the 
meaning of majority and minority. Show 
how the majority has more power than 
the minority. Blow up the photos of the 
leaders, and cut them out without the 
names on them. Have students identify 
them and group them by political party and 
house of Congress. Later, have students 
watch the State of the Union and look for 
those people. 

Ask what laws do you think Congress 
should pass this year? Read the article 
and have students decide which of the 
measures might affect them. What laws for 
the ESL classroom should the students pass 
for the next week? Vote on it. 

Students may wonder, Who can qualify 
under President Obama’s Immigration 
Executive Order? This is complex, and 
uncertain. Don’t give any legal advice. The 
Executive Order doesn’t grant amnesty, 
nor a path to citizenship, nor permanent 
permission to stay in the country. It is an 
“order” from the President to Department 
of Homeland Security, USCIS, ICE, 
CBP that they should not deport certain 
undocumented immigrants. Some of the 
immigrants here for longer than five 
years may qualify for work permits. 
Applications will be accepted no later than 
180 days from November 20, 2014. The 
filing fee will be $465 per application. 
But watch out. Congress may create a 
new immigration bill that will nullify the 

president’s order.

During the rest of the term, if appropriate 
to your students’ needs, abilities, and grade 
levels, bring in news items to give reports 
on legislation about the economy, taxes, 
immigration, health care, etc. Ask students 
to bring in such articles from English 
or native language newspapers. Focus 
on the kinds of legislation that make a 
difference in the students’ lives and world, 
such as immigration, payroll taxes, health 
insurance, cuts in services, job formation 
plans, etc. 

What is Crime? (pages 1 and 9)

I promised last month to write about 
what a person should do if arrested; that 
article has been postponed to February. It 
was too long, so it got divided into two 
parts. The preliminary part of it appears in 
this issue: What is crime? 

Objectives: Students will be able to 
define crime, tell classifications of crime, 
and give examples of personal crimes, 
property crimes, incomplete crimes, and 
statutory crimes. (The technical term 
for incomplete crime is inchoate [ihn 
KOH aet] crime, but since this is not a 
common term in ordinary conversation, 
I used the less precise term, incomplete.) 
Students will be able to tell that there is 
a distinction between misdemeanors and 
felonies, and the punishments are more 
severe for felonies. 

Procedure: Call students attention to 
the illustration on page 1. Ask them How 
many crimes do you see? (8) List the 
crimes on the board, have students look 
up the meanings in their dictionaries, and 
match them with the pictures: kidnapping, 
carjacking, pickpocketing, purse snatching, 
extortion, mugging, assault and battery (2). 

Events in January (pages 2 and 3)

Calendar Elicit from your students any 
special days celebrated in their country 
in January. Also, ask who has a birthday, 
anniversary, or other celebration in 
January. What school events will take 
place in January? Have students write 
these directly on the calendar. 

Ask students questions such as How did 
you spend New Year’s Day? What plans 

do you have for the year 2015? What do 
you want to do or accomplish by June? By 
September? By next December? By 2020? 
Write a few of the students’ goals on the 
board. Discuss New Year’s resolutions. 
Give examples of your own resolutions 
and encourage students to think of ways 
they want to improve themselves. Anthony 
Robbins has a motto that is great for all 
of us: CANI, which stands for Constant 
and Never-ending Improvement. What is 
the students’ reaction to that? Brainstorm 
ways people can get support for their new 
habits: pair up with a friend; make charts 
to measure progress; read books on the 
topic; join a group. 

Mummer’s Parade Ask if any students 
have seen any of these American New 
Years’ Day traditions in the news. Other 
traditions include Polar Bear Clubs 
diving into icy water, the Rose Parade in 
Pasadena, California, and the Rose Bowl 
Football game. Watch a Youtube.com video 
of the Mummers parade. Mummers used to 
be actors, back in ancient Roman days, but 
today’s mummers are just into the hobby 
of creating musical skits, and showing off 
fabulous costumes.

Mawlid Un Nabi Have any Muslim 
students tell what they do on this day, and 
why some Muslims may not celebrate it. 

Orthodox Christmas Have any orthodox 
Christians explain their way of celebrating 
Christmas. Have students find similarities 
and differences between “western” and 
eastern Orthodox Christmas. 

Martin Luther King, Jr.  
Objectives: Students will be able to state 
who Martin Luther King, Jr., was, what 
Junior means in a man’s name, what his 
goals were, the movement that he led, the 
honors he won, and the dangers he faced.

Find out what your students already 
know about MLK. Point out that King 
brought the ideas of non-violence from 
Mahatma Gandhi, who learned them from 
the American, Henry David Thoreau, in 
his essay Civil Disobedience. What can 
we learn about courage, non-violence, and 
effectiveness from King?

Show a DVD of the “I have a dream” 
speech from 1963, or ask students to 
watch it at http://www.americanrhetoric.
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com/ where you’ll also find the full 
text. Advanced students may take 
the challenge of practicing, and then 
reciting a paragraph or two of the more 
emotional climactic parts of the speech. 
Point out that without Dr. King’s 
influence and use of non-violence, 
the U.S. might have had a second 
Civil War. Imagine if he were alive 
today in Ferguson, Missouri. King’s 
influence can be seen in the peaceful 
demonstrations that tied up bridges and 
highways and blocked stores with die-
ins. Protestors using civil disobedience 
(breaking the law) are willing to go 
to jail to “make a statement.” Have 
students explain the quote, “Darkness 
cannot drive out darkness...” and notice 
this quote on a sign carried during one 
of the protests.  (See page 7)

The State of the Union (page 3)

The State of the Union address is a 
good opportunity for students to see the 
interior of the House of Representatives, 
all of Congress, and the people they 
hear about in the news: President, Vice 
President, leaders in the Senate and 
House, Supreme Court justices, and 
members of the President’s Cabinet. 
The speech will be repeated several 
times on C-Span later the same day. 
Ask them to listen for Obama to 
mention immigration, creating jobs, 
the Affordable Care Act, the protests 
in Ferguson and Staten Island, and the 
national debt. Later, ask students to read 
the speech in translation from one of 
their own language’s websites. 

This is your page (page 4)

As usual, these stories can take us 
anywhere...Discuss the weather, work, 
flying experiences, eating at a buffet 
restaurant, fire drills. Review rules for 
fire drills, tornado drills, earthquake 
drills, or what ever is appropriate for 
your area. Warn parents that children 
should be taught not to talk to strangers 
when they are not with their parents.

Ask Elizabeth (page 5)

Students who have learned English 
through intensive study of English 
grammar may be surprised that grammar 
can change. Discuss other changeable 
features of English. Examples: the word 
anxious means worried about something 
in the future, but so many people use 
it to mean eager that the meaning of 
anxious has expanded. Loan was a noun, 
and lend was a verb. People were taught 
to say “Lend me a dollar,” and “I want 
a loan from the bank.” But today they 
now say “Loan me a dollar.” 

Ask a Speech Coach (page 5)

If your students do not have the 
problem of adding a syllable before words 
beginning with s clusters, you won’t have 
to spend any time on it. However, if your 
students are native Spanish speakers, they 
can benefit a great deal. Practice a few 
minutes every day for a couple of weeks, 
and review once a month, or as needed. 

America the Beautiful— 
Yosemite National Park (page 6)

Locate Yosemite National Park on a wall 
map. Show a DVD of this magnificent 
park and its inspiring beauty. Ask students 
questions such as: What makes this park 
so beautiful? Would you like to go there? 
What would you like to do there? Have you 
ever been to any national park? Do you 
have national parks in your home country? 
Tell about them. Have students tell about 
their experiences, bring in photos, etc. 

Protesters and the Police 
 (pages 7 and 9)

The facts and opinions and heat and 
light of the two grand jury decisions that 
sparked a nationwide protest movement 
were changing and developing every day 
as we went to press. Preparation: Follow 
the news and collect new facts as they 
become available. There are several events 
that occurred, each isolated, but protesters 
grouped them all into one complaint 
against grand jury decisions. One case 
from more than a year ago, that of a white 
man with Down Syndrome, illustrates 
that some police officers have a strong 
tendency to use too much force on anyone, 
not just against blacks, and many officers 
do not get enough training in sensitivity.

 Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
some things that happened in Ferguson, 
MO, in Staten Island, NY, in Cleveland, 
OH, and in Frederick, MD. They’ll be 
able to explain why many people were 
angry at the grand jury decisions. They’ll 
be able to explain what a grand jury does, 
who presents the evidence to a grand jury, 
and what kind of decisions a grand jury 
can make. They will be able to tell why a 
prosecutor may have a conflict of interest, 
and why a grand jury might not want to 
indict a police officer. 

Students will be able to show how 
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s teachings have 
helped protesters demonstrate peacefully. 
You might mention a quote from Mahatma 
Gandhi: I object to violence because when 
it appears to do good, the good is only 
temporary; the evil it does is permanent. 

16. F (prosecutor)

17. F (California)

18. T

19. F (singular)

20. T

21. F (felony)

22. G (charities)

23. D (repeal)

24. I (prophet) 

25. E (shoplifting)

26. H (Junior)

27. B (mummers)

28. C (buffet)

29. J 
(grammarian)

30. A (boycott)   
        

ANSWERS

Procedure: Have students tell you what 
they already know about these events. 
Discuss civil disobedience. Ask: What 
influence did Martin Luther King, Jr. have on 
people who wanted to protest? What laws do 
protesters have to follow? (Obey police; have 
a permit for marching; stay in the area that is 
permitted; don’t resist arrest.) 

Do you think the looters were angry, or 
just looking for an excuse to steal things 
from stores? Do you think some police are 
racist? Are police too forceful with anyone 
who resists arrest? What are police in your 
neighborhood like? Are they friendly to the 
community?

Funny Stuff (page 8)

Explain the structure of a riddle, and have 
students tell any riddles from their own 
language. Many riddles in English depend on 
plays on words and do not translate well, and 
so they are funny in one language only. Find 
more riddles at http://www.riddles.com/
index.php

Crossword Puzzle (page 8)

It can’t hurt to do the puzzle in groups from 
time to time, allowing students to help each 
other and have a social team effort. Have 
students see how many words they can put 
into the puzzle on their own without resorting 
to peeking at the answers. 

 1. b

 2. b

 3. d

 4. a             

 5. d

 6. a

 7. b

 8. b

 9. a

10. c

11. T

12. F 
(Christmas)

13. F (Martin 
Luther King, Jr.)

14. F (felony)

15. T  



				  1. The 114th Congress was elected

   a) on January 3, 2015.
   b) on November 4, 2014.
  c) on Election Day, two years ago.
  d) on Election Day, four years ago.

				  2. Which political party now has the majority 
in the House of Representatives?

  a) the Democrats
  b) the Republicans
  c) the Independents
  d) No party now has a majority.

				  3. The Speaker of the House will be

  a) Joe Biden.
  b) a Democrat.
  c) Nancy Pelosi.
  d) John Boehner.

				  4. Who can veto laws passed by Congress?

  a) President Obama
  b) Mitch McConnell
  c) Hillary Clinton
  d) Harry Reid

				  5. Who gives the State of the Union Address 
to Congress?

  a) the Speaker of the House
  b)  a governor of a state
  c) the Senate majority leader
  d)  the President 

				  6. A police officer shot and killed Michael 
Brown in  

  
  a)  Ferguson, Missouri.
  b)  Staten Island, New York.
  c)  Cleveland, Ohio.
  d)  Washington, D.C.

				  7. Darren Wilson was 

  a)  shot by a police officer. 
  b)  a police officer.
  c)  selling loose cigarettes. 
  d)  a protester.

				  8. People in Ferguson protested because 
  
  a)  Michael Brown had a toy gun.
  b)  a grand jury did not indict the   

 police officer who killed Michael  
 Brown.

  c)  The prosecutor did his job well.
  d)  Eric Holder came to investigate.

				  9.  Tamir Rice was killed when he was 

  a)  playing with a toy gun. 
  b)  selling loose cigarettes. 
  c)  stealing cigars. 
  d)  indicted by a grand jury.

				  10.   Who said “There is never an excuse 
for violence against police officers”? 

  a)  Attorney General Eric Holder 
  b)  Police Officer Darren Wilson  
  c)  President Barack Obama  
  d)  Former President George W. Bush

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line. 
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II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, write a word to 
replace the underlined word to make the sentence 
true. 

				  11.  Americans often make resolutions on 
New Year’s Day.                

               																																

				  12. Orthodox New Year is on December 25 
on the Julian Calendar.    
																																	

				  13. Rosa Parks won the Nobel Peace Prize 
in 1964.    																								

				  14. The penalty for a misdemeanor is more 
than one year in jail.

                																															

				  15. A grand jury decides whether there is 
probable cause to indict a defendant. 
																												

				  16. The person who brings witnesses and 
evidence to a grand jury is the police 
officer. 																									

				  17. Yosemite National 
Park is in New Jersey. 
																															

				  18. Yosemite Valley was formed by a 
glacier.

              																																

				  19. The word everybody is a plural noun.  
																														

				  20. A pronoun must agree with its 
antecedent. 																				

III. Building Vocabulary
Write the letter of the word that will make the 
sentence true. 
   Word List

A. boycott    F. felony
B. mummers  G. charities
C.  buffet   H. Junior
D. repeal   I. prophet
E.  shoplifting  J. grammarian

				  21. A 															 is a more serious 
crime than a misdemeanor.

				  22. People often give money to  
																			 during the 
holidays. 

				  23. Some members of Congress want to 
												 the Affordable Care Act.

				  24.  Muhammed was a 																 
who started the religion of Islam.

				  25. Taking things from a supermarket or 
other store without paying is called 
																						.

				  26.  Martin Luther King, 															
was the youngest person to win the 
Nobel Peace Prize.

				  27. 														 create and 
wear costumes in a big parade in 
Philadelphia on New Year’s Day.

				  28. At a 															 dinner, a person 
can take a plate and serve him- or 
herself.

				  29. A person who studies the way people 
use language and sentence structure is a 
																							.

				  30. Martin Luther King, Jr. led a bus 
																					 in 
Montgomery, Alabama. 
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