
Dear Colleague,

People are asking about next year’s 
prices. We haven’t determined them as yet, 
but if your school orders before June 30, 
2015, you will be able to get Easy English 
NEWS for next year at this year’s prices. 
For those of you whose ESL programs end 
in April or May, and whose students won’t 
be in programs next year, please suggest 
that they can get Easy English NEWS 
mailed to them each month by using the 
coupon on page 10 to subscribe. (Remind 
them, we don’t publish in July or August.) 

If you signed up for my E-NEWS, 
didn’t get any, and are wondering what 
happened...the technology got over my 
head, and my previous webmaster has 
moved on, so the E-NEWS is on hold for 
a while. We’ll be revamping the website, 
Elizabethclaire.com onto a new platform, 
which I am expecting will let me blog at 
random times rather than once a month, 
and allow for feedback. 

Will we all have enough water? 
(page 1 and 6)

It’s Earth Month. April’s issue is always 
devoted to environmental news focusing 
on one aspect. Water seems to be in short 
supply in many western states, where many 
of our readers live. 

Objectives: Students will learn some 
basic facts about water on the planet, why 
we need water, where we get safe water 
for drinking, hygiene, and sanitation. They 
will be able to explain what an aquifer is, 
and why the water table is getting lower in 
many places. Students will be able to tell 
five or six things we all can do to avoid 
wasting water. 

Procedures: Bring in small paper cups 
for each student, and pass them around 
with just a small bit of tap water or bottled 
water. How much water should we drink 
every day? (8 glasses +/- depending on a 
person’s weight, activity, and the weather). 
How do we lose water? Brainstorm: How 
many ways do we use water? (Drink, 
cook, wash, flush toilets, do laundry, fill 
swimming pools, water lawns and gardens, 
irrigate crops, cool auto radiators, fight 
fires, make electricity, water parks, fights 
with water pistols.) Brainstorm: Where do 
we get safe water? (Rain, rivers, lakes, 

wells, springs, melted snow.) What is a 
drought? 

Read the article and discuss. Bring in 
bottles of various bottled water. Have 
students read the labels to find out where 
the water comes from. Some bottled water 
is from natural springs; some is from tap 
water; some is purified tap water. 

Point out that the plastic bottles may 
change the quality of water after some 
time, especially if warm. The pollution 
from these plastic bottles is choking 
the planet and the oceans. They are 
not biodegradable, and will be around 
for centuries, taking up space. Use the 
Drought Monitor map to locate your state 
and see if there is drought in any part of it. 
Students can research a more recent map 
(the one in the paper is from March 3) to 
see if there are any changes. Discuss the a 
city faces when deciding to build a billion 
dollar desalination plant. What if there is 
a lot of rain in the next years, and there is 
plenty of water in the reservoir and wells? 

It could be wasted (as happened to the 
desalination plant built in Santa Barbara, 
California. It was finished in 1992, but 
used for only 3 months, as there was 
plenty of rain. The cost then was 45 
million dollars. It is now on standby. Have 
students check their “water footprint” 
at this website: http://www.gracelinks.
org/1408/water-footprint-calculator. 
Use it first yourself so you can prepare 
vocabulary that might be needed. 

Prisons and jails 
(page 1, 10, and 11)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
explain the “three strikes” laws, the 
reasons for them and some results. 
Students will be able to list consequences 
of the losses of liberty, the effects on the 
prisoner, and in some cases, their families. 

Procedures: Elicit reasons that society 
might want to lock up some people, and 
the results. Some of our readers get Easy 
English NEWS in prison classes. As the 
article says, many inmates are immigrants. 
It’s a sad state of affairs that punishments 
for non-violent crimes are so long, and 
that there isn’t more true rehabilitation 
available. 

Discuss questions such as: What is the 
purpose of a prison? What do you think 
should happen to people who commit 
crimes? Should crimes that are not violent 
be punished by going to prison? What 
would be some ways to prevent crime? Why 
do you think many politicians are “tough 
on crime?” What happens to the children 
of prisoners? How can the government 
rehabilitate prisoners so they can be 
responsible members of society again? 
Accept anyone’s personal experience of 
self, friend, or relative, but don’t solicit 
such information. Read the article, build 
vocabulary. 

Events in April (pages 2 and 3)

April Fools’ Day  Have students tell 
about any holidays such as our April 
Fools’ Day in their native countries. Tell 
any harmless April Fool’s practical jokes 
you have experienced or played. Use the 
silly illustration to practice structures such 
as: There’s a _______ at a ____.  Have 
students work with a partner to write out 
answers. 

Easter  Have any Christians in your 
class tell how this holiday is celebrated 
in their families. Talk about symbols of 
spring and new life: eggs, chicks, rabbits, 
flowers. Christians celebrate Easter on 
“the first Sunday after the first full moon 
after the vernal equinox.” Explain that 
Easter and Passover are tied together in an 
important way. Jesus was Jewish, and he 
celebrated the Passover with his friends. It 
was his last supper. He died one day after 
the Jewish Passover. 

Passover  Jews determine Passover as 
beginning on the 15th day of the Jewish 
month of Nissan (after the vernal equinox.) 

If there are any Jewish students in your 
class, have them tell how their families 
celebrate Passover. Bring in matzohs and 
macaroons in containers with labels that 
say Kosher. Tell the story that Jews tell 
of the 10 plagues God sent to Egypt to 
make the Pharaoh let the Jews go: blood, 
frogs, gnats, flies, death of the cattle, 
boils, hail, locusts, darkness, and death 
of the first born. Find out if they know 
the Ten Commandments. Believe in only 
one God. Do not make any images of any 
gods. Do not say God’s name for a silly 
reason. Keep the Sabbath holy. Honor 
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your mother and father. Don’t kill, Don’t 
commit adultery. Don’t steal. Don’t tell 
lies about your neighbors. Don’t desire 
things that belong to your neighbors. 

Ask students of other religions or 
backgrounds if they have a set of laws 
that has been handed down and to tell 
about them. 

Earth Day/Earth Month  Find out 
what activities are going on in your 
school and community; encourage 
the students to attend. Brainstorm an 
activity that the class can create. It 
can focus on lowering carbon dioxide 
emissions or any other Earth Day 
concern. For example, taking plastic 
garbage bags to a park and picking up 
litter. (Stress importance of using work 
gloves, so they are not handling the 
litter with their hands.) Ask if the day 
or month is celebrated in their home 
countries. How?

Tax Time  Warn about tax scams, 
which are rampant in low-income 
neighborhoods and bilking immigrants 
out of their hard earned money. Lying 
on a tax return to get a larger refund 
is a crime that can keep an immigrant 
from becoming a citizen...and jail time, 
too. Instant refunds may seem like a 
gift from someone unless the taxpayers 
realize it is their own money, and they 
are paying a lot to get it a few weeks 
earlier. 

Administrative Professional’s Day 
(Secretaries’ Day) Have students make 
a list of school personnel who are 
administrative assistants, secretaries, 
etc. Have students each choose a 
school secretary, custodian, (there is no 
Custodian’s Day, so let’s thank them 
at this time), para-professional, library 
assistant, crossing guard, etc., to whom 
to write a letter of thanks. 

Brainstorm what would go into 
such a letter. Provide envelopes and 
deliver the lot to the school office to be 
distributed. Who in the class has worked 
or wants to work as an administrative 
assistant? (Definition: (plural) people 
in an organization who handle the paper 
work, answer the telephones, make 
appointments, pay the bills, etc., and 
make it possible for the others in the 
organization to do their work!) 

National Poetry Month (page 3)

Discuss: What is a poem? Words 
that touch the heart? Lines of words 
that rhyme? The best words in the 
best order? Find poems suitable for 
your class and read some more. Build 

vocabulary, discuss imagery, meter, and 
rhyme. Bring in Mother Goose rhymes, 
E.E. Milne’s poems, Robert Louis 
Stevenson, Ogden Nash and your own 
favorites, as appropriate. Have students 
each choose a poem to memorize. For 
young adults, I like A.E. Houseman’s When 
I Was One and Twenty. 

This is your page (page 4)

Read each story, and discuss: What 
happened? Has this ever happened to 
you? Have you ever been to...? How is 
this different from the way things are in 
your home country? Use the stories as a 
springboard into students’ own experiences 
on similar topics. 

Ask Elizabeth: Tag Questions  
(page 5)

Objectives: Students will recognize tag 
questions, and be able to answer them 
appropriately, and construct their own tag 
questions. Procedures: Read the article, 
give more examples, using different 
pronouns, and different verb forms: It’s 
beautiful, isn’t it? We’re ready, aren’t we? 
They’re your friends, aren’t they? I’m 
right, aren’t I? Or, I’m right, am I not? 
(Not amn’t I!) She’s not Chinese, is she? 
He isn’t here, is he? We’re not wrong, are 
we? You can do it, can’t you? You work 
hard, don’t you? You won’t tell, will you? 
You’ll be my friend, won’t you? And so 
forth. 

Ask a Speech Coach (page 5)

Objectives: Students will become 
aware of stressed and unstressed parts 
of sentences; they will practice speaking 
more like Americans and improve in 
understanding rapid speech. Procedures: 
Read the article, define stress and weak 
words, practice the sentences. For 
additional practice, use the tag question 
sentences in the Ask Elizabeth article.   

Vietnamese in America  
(page 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell why, how, and when refugees came 
from Vietnam to the United States. (Point 
out that by act of Congress, a certain 
number of certain people can immigrate 
to the United States as refugees, fleeing 
danger, without the usual restrictions 
on immigration.) For example, in 2013, 
20,000 refugees came to the U.S. from 
Iraq. In the next few years, 10,000 
refugees will come to the U.S. from Syria. 

Students will be able to tell some of 
the difficulties of the “Boat People” in 

escaping, and in settling in the United States. 
They will be able to tell some values of 
Asian culture, and discuss values in their own 
cultures. 

Procedures: Read the article near the 
end of April, so you can coordinate the 
assignment of watching “Last Days in 
Vietnam,” which will be a PBS television 
show Tuesday, April 28, 9-11, Eastern time. 

Before reading the article, have students 
locate Vietnam on a map of the world, and 
the countries around Vietnam: Cambodia, 
Laos, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, 
Indonesia, Burma (Myanmar), China, etc. 
Have students tell anything they already 
know about Vietnam, the 1954-1975 War 
in Vietnam. Read the article and fill in 
background information about the War in 
Vietnam as appropriate to your students’ ages 
and interest. 

If any of your students have experienced 
similar difficulties before coming to the 
United States, or difficulties in the U.S. 
let them tell of them. Discuss the power 
of values to help people work through 
difficulties. What values have your families 
passed on to you? How do those values help 
you in school? In planning your future? 
What values do you see in other people? 
How do those values affect their work or 
success? Why do they think that Vietnamese 
would be interested in politics in the United 
States? Are you interested in politics? If you 
have Vietnamese in your class, ask them to 
tell their story about coming to the United 
States. They might teach some letters of the 
Vietnamese alphabet and writing system. 

 
ANSWERS

1. a

2. b

3. b

4. a

5. d

6. b

7. c

8. b

9. a

10. c

11. T 

12. F (Passover)

13. T

14. T

15. F (last) 

16. F (poet)

17.  F (doesn’t it?)

18. F (South)

19. T

20. F (California)

21. J (sweat)

22. I (flow)

23.  H (penalty)

24.  A (extension)

25.  C (inmate)

26. B (kidnapping)

27.  D (distributing)

28.  F (succeed)

29.  G (rehabilitate)

30. E (tomb)



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date _____________

___    1. Most of the earth is covered with

  a)  water.
  b)  animals. 
  c)  farms.  
  d)  land.
 

____  2. Almost 69% of fresh water on earth is 
in the form of  

   
  a)  aquifers. 
  b)  snow and ice. 
  c)  sea water. 
  d)  porous rock.

____  3. It takes _____________ gallons of water 
to produce one pound of hamburger.

  a) 1,500 
  b)  2,500  
  c)  3,500 
  d)  4,500  

____  4. In times of drought, 

  a)  rivers and lakes dry up. 
  b)  acid rain forms. 
  c)  people should use more water.  
  d)  farmers use more fertilizer to help  

 grow crops.

____  5. The worst drought in the United States 
is in the 

  a)  northwest.
  b)  southeast.
  c)  central states.
  d)  southwest.

____  6. People can lose their liberty when they

  a) are tough on crime.
  b) commit a crime.
  c) are victims of a crime.
  d) want the government to stop crime.

____  7. Some states have “three strikes and you’re 
out” laws. This means

  a) prisoners play baseball for exercise.
  b) workers strike for higher pay three  

       times. 
  c) a person who had been  convicted of  

 three serious crimes must stay in jail.
  d)  the average jail term is three years. 

____  8. Most criminals in prison 

  a) are young women aged 17 to 24.  
  b) are young men aged 17 to 24.
  c) have broken immigration laws. 
  d) are there for drug-related crimes.

____  9. Prisoners may be let out on parole 

  a) for good behavior.
  b) for being convicted of a violent crime.
  c) to be rehabilitated. 
  d) to get capital punishment. 

____  10. Children of prisoners 
  
  a) can easily visit their parents.
  b) must live in prison, too.
  c) may have to live in foster homes.
  d) have no problems when their parents  

 are in prison. 

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 

April 2015 Quiz I
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Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date _____________

Quiz II. Events in March

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, write a word to 
replace the underlined word to make the sentence 
true. 

____  11. April Fools’ Day is April 1.                  
              ______________________________

____  12. Good Friday celebrates the story of the 
Jews’ escape from slavery in Egypt.   
________________________________

____  13. A Seder is a special Jewish dinner 
where people tell the story of the first 
Passover. ________________________

____  14. Eggs, flowers, rabbits and chicks are all 
signs of new life in spring. 

              ______________________________
____  15. April 15, 2015 is the first day for 

paying income taxes for 2014.  
              ______________________________

____  16.  Emily Dickinson was a famous 
American administrative professional. 
_______________________________

____  17.  A tag question needs an answer, does 
it?________________________

____  18. In 1975, 125,000 North Vietnamese 
people came to the United States. 
______________________

____  19.  The philosopher Confucius had a 
strong influence on Asian culture. 
___________________________

____  20. Most Vietnamese-Americans 
live in Texas and New York. 
___________________________

Quiz III. Building Vocabulary

Write the letter of the best word for each 
sentence. 
       Word List

   A. extension  F. succeed
 B. kidnapping  G. rehabilitate
 C. inmate  H. penalty
	 D.	distributing		 I.		flow
 E. tomb  J. sweat

____  21. We lose water from our body when we  
_____________________.

____  22. Water will ______________ through 
porous rock in an aquifer. 

____  23. When you do something wrong you 
may have to pay a ________________.

____  24. If you can’t file your income tax 
by April 15, you can ask for an 
______________________

____  25. A person who lives in prison is an 
___________________________

____  26.  _______________________ a person 
is a federal crime. 

____  27. Another federal crime is 
______________________ drugs.

____  28. Confucius taught values that help 
many Asians _________________ in 
school and business. 

____  29. Educating and training a prisoner will 
help to __________________________ 
him or her. 

____  30. A place to bury a dead body is a 
_____________________.
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