
Dear Colleague: 

This can be a great month to have 
students observe the workings of the 
government, both in elections, laws, and 
regulations to protect the public from 
ebola fears.

              Elizabeth Claire

Ebola in the U.S.

Americans and folks in Europe are 
panicking over ebola. Objectives: To 
lower anxiety about ebola while teaching 
the symptoms and the ways the U.S. 
medical system is coping with the disease. 
Students will be able to tell symptoms of 
ebola, the places where there have been 
many cases, what can be done for ebola 
patients to protect others, the promises of 
the Centers for Disease Control. 

Procedures: Keep current in the news of 
ebola yourself. Bring in latest information 
on ebola in news and magazines. Ask 
students what they know of ebola: what is 
it? What countries have a lot of it? What 
are the symptoms? How is it spread? Read 
the article. Emphasize that if they are not 
traveling to West Africa, or not in contact 
with someone who has ebola, they are not 
in danger. However, it is a good practice 
to wash hands frequently and well, to 
continue to follow the news, and to be 
alert to keep a distance from people who 
may be sick around them. 

A person who has been in West Africa in 
the past 21 days, or has had contact with 
someone who now has ebola, and who 
now has a fever, should call 911 rather 
than expose people by waling into an 
emergency room. 

It’s urgent that people not make jokes 
about ebola such as an airline passenger 
did. He sneezed, said he had ebola, which 
alerted medical agents to remove him from 
the flight in a hazmat suit. 

Also, beware of fraudulent collectors of 
donations for West Africa. There are many 
legitimate charities doing good work, but I 
haven’t investigated them. I trust Doctors 
without Borders to use the money most 
effectively and directly. 

 Who makes the laws?  
(pages 1 and 11)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
identify different levels of government and 
the parts (“houses”) of Congress. They 
will be able to give examples of three 
areas that federal laws apply to. They will 
be able to tell five steps in a bill becoming 
a law, explain what a public hearing is, 
and tell what lobbyists do. (Point out that 
it is not illegal or wrong to talk to, write 
to, one’s congress person or contribute 
to a campaign. It IS illegal to give a 
lawmaker gifts of money, vacations, trips, 
or anything to influence their vote.) 

 Procedures: Pre-teach vocabulary 
before students read the article. After 
discussion and clarifications, give time to 
go through some of the steps in passing 
a law. Read the Laws you need to know 
on page 11 with students. Answer any 
questions they may have about them. Ask 
students to take the newspaper home and 
share these laws with parents, caretakers, 
and other family members. 

If your class has elected a president 
divide the class into small “committees”.  
Ask each committee to propose a rule that 
they think will improve the ESL class. 
They should also propose a consequence 
for breaking the rule. (Examples: more 
homework, more tests, fewer tests, less 
talking, more games--) within guidelines 
set by you, and within rules of the school, 
and possibly for a limited time.) 

Have each group choose a speaker and 
a recorder. The speakers will explain their 
group’s proposed bill to the class. Have a 
class discussion for and against each “bill.” 
Have the entire class vote on each bill. If 
there is a majority vote for a bill, send it 
to the “president,” who can decide to sign 
or veto each of the bills. If the president 
vetoes a bill, he or she gives reasons and 
the class can vote again. If two thirds vote 
for it, then the bill is passed, and you can 
put the rule into effect in your class.  

Divide the class into various sized 
groups, ranging from one to eight. Give 
these instructions: you are going to start 
a new country on an island. You are 
the leaders who will set up laws for the 
people in your country to follow. Think of 
laws that will help make a good society. 

Vote on the laws and make a list of the 
laws that the group agrees on. Decide on 
consequences or punishments for each 
law if someone broke it. Have students 
read their laws to the class. Ask, Where 
did you get your ideas for your laws? 
Did everyone in your group vote for the 
law? Have students notice that democracy 
requires a lot of patience. 

Events in November  
(pages 2 and 3)

Elicit from students the important 
school events and other events in their 
lives that occur in November: birthdays, 
anniversaries, tests, etc. Ask what special 
days are celebrated in their countries 
during this month. Have students write the 
events directly on the calendar on page 2. 
Include the events written about in EEN.

All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day 
Invite a Catholic student or visitor to 
talk about church and family traditions in 
the U.S. on these two days. Ask Catholic 
students from other countries to describe 
their traditions. Have students discuss the 
similarities and differences.

The Day of the Dead Ask students to 
tell about any special holiday for visiting 
the graves of the people in their family. 
Have any Mexican students tell about the 
way this holiday is celebrated in Mexico, 
and how they celebrate it here in the U.S. 
(where they are not likely to live near a 
cemetery where their loved ones are buried. 
Or invite someone in to talk about this 
holiday. Discuss the emotional needs that 
this day fills. (People feel safe to express 
sorrow and sadness about family members 
who have passed away and can also 
express their joy in celebrating the return 
of the spirit). In the U.S., Catholics have a 
day of prayer, and visit the cemetery.  

Election Day Review with the class 
what they already know about state and 
local leaders. Have them report on any ads 
they have seen on TV or in signs. Who 
are the local and state candidates? Read 

“How Americans Vote” on page 9. After 
the election, have them fill in the report 
on page 9. If necessary, explain that when 
an election is close, votes must be counted 
again. 
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 ANSWERS

 1. a

 2. c

 3. b

 4. a

 5. d

 6. c

 7. b

 8. a

 9. b

10. c

11. T

12.  F 
(Veterans Day)

13.  T

14.  F (one  
          hour)

15.  T

American Indian Heritage Month Native 
American is a term invented by non-
Indians, with the intention of reducing 
prejudice. American Indians themselves do 
not mind being called Indians, and prefer 
to be called by their tribal names. Many 
newcomers to this country are fascinated 
by American Indians, but may think of 
them in terms of the Plains Indians of 
Western movie dramas. Check for Indian 
reservations in your state, and locate them 
on a map; if feasible invite an Indian to 
come in to talk to your class about their 
tribe, customs, history, etc.

Bring in books, videos, music, and 
crafts from the original inhabitants of your 
own state. Show that many state names 
came from Indian names. Tell them of 
animal names from Indian words: skunk, 
raccoon, woodchuck, moose, opossum, 
chipmunk, and jaguar; plants and foods: 
squash, avocado, tomato, tobacco, potato. 
Other Indian words in English: blizzard, 
Yankee, canoe, toboggan, igloo, barbecue, 
hammock, tomahawk.

Explain the reasons that a disease might 
affect Indians differently from the way it 
affected Europeans. (Exposure to a disease 
over centuries killed off weaker people, 
and allowed those who survived to pass on 
a stronger defense against a disease.) How 
did disease make it easier for Europeans 
to settle in the New World?

Imagine: what might have happened 
if Indians had not caught and died from 
smallpox, measles, and other European 
diseases? What might have happened if 
Indians had had some diseases that were 
mild for them, but were fatal to 90% of the 
Europeans? Draw a comparison with the 
ebola virus that has a 60-90% mortality 
rate. 

Congress passed a law in 1924 that gave 
citizenship to all Indians born in the U.S.. 
However, some states did not give full 
voting rights to Indians until the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965. 

Veterans Day Prior to reading, ask such 
questions as: Have you or anyone in your 
family ever been in the military service 
in the U.S or in your home country? Must 
a person join the military in your home 
country when they are 18? Talk about a 
country’s need for defense. Discuss the 
difference between a draft and a volunteer 
army. Point out that all young men, from 
age 18 to 25, both citizens and non-citizens 
must register with the Selective Service 
System at the local post office. This is not 
a draft, but lets the government  know who 
is available in case of a national emergency. 
An immigrant can lose the right to later 
citizenship if he does not register! 

Check the local newspapers for Veterans 
Day parades or ceremonies. Encourage 
students to attend and report back to the 
class. 

Thanksgiving Elicit from students what 
they already know about the Pilgrims, 
why they came to America, and the first 
Thanksgiving feast. Ask questions such as: 
Were you here last year at Thanksgiving 
time? What did you do? What are your 
plans for this Thanksgiving Day? What 
food will you have? Do you have a similar 
holiday in your home country? What are 
you thankful for?

If your class is small, you might bring 
in sliced turkey,  stuffing, cranberry sauce, 
and pumpkin pie for class to sample. If you 
have many classes, find out if your school 
cafeteria will be preparing a special meal 
for the last day before Thanksgiving.  

Play the Thanks-giving game with the 
whole class, or in groups of 5-12, or in 
pairs. Check the local library for a video 
or DVD of the PBS series Colonial House. 
Show small excerpts of it to give students a 
visual idea of life in the Pilgrim colony at 
Plymouth. More information about Pilgrims 
and Thanksgiving may be found at: www.
holidays.net/thanksgiving/pilgrims.htm

This is your page (page 4)  
     Have students relate the readers’ stories to 
their own lives. After reading the stories, ask 
questions such as: Have you ever taken the 
wrong bus? How do people know a letter is of-
ficial in your home country? Do your children 
speak your language as well as English? Have 
you ever played kickball? How is it different 
from baseball? What do you think of the Ameri-
can work culture that you see around you?  

America the Beautiful (page 6)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
locate Okefenokee Swamp on a U.S. or 
Georgia map, and tell how it got its name. 
Students will be able to name several types 
of animals that live there. 

Procedures: Discuss the pictures: What 
do you see? What dangers might be there? 
What interesting things? Why would so 
many different types of plants and birds 
live there? Have you ever visited a similar 
place? After reading the article, have 
students imagine taking a trip to the 
Okefenokee Swamp. Would you want to go 
by canoe? Why or why not? 

Heroes and History (page 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
locate the Great Plains, North Dakota, the 
Black Hills, and Canada on a map of North 
America. They will be able to tell the 

16. F (Lakota  
         Sioux)

17. F              
     (reservations) 

18. F (Wounded  
          Knee)

19. F (vote)

20. F (January 3,  
         2015

21. J (refuge)

22. C (tribe)

23. A (polls)

24. E (surround)

25. F (warrior)

26. B (majority)

27. I (exhibit)

28. G (defeat)

29. D (sacrifice)

30. H (debt)

reasons the Lakota people loved the Black 
Hills, and why white people wanted them 
to move away. They will be able to tell 
why the U.S. Army lost the battle of Little 
Bighorn, and what happened years later at 
Wounded Knee. 

Procedures: Ask students what they 
already know about American Indians, and 
the Indian Wars. Have they ever heard of 
Sitting Bull? Have students read the article 
using any reading strategy appropriate for 
the level of your class. Have advanced 
students do further reading about Sitting 
Bull, Standing Rock Reservation, the Ghost 
Dance, and any Indians native to your state 
and any reservations in your state and 
report to the class. 

How do Americans vote? 
(page 9)

Objectives: Students will be able tell 
the date for Election Day; tell when the 
polls are open in their state; and where the 
polling places are in their neighborhood. 
Students who are citizens and registered 
to vote will recognize their responsibility 
to understand the issues and to vote. 
Students will be able to tell the names of 
the winning congressperson-elect from 
their district. Students will be able to state 
the number of Republicans, Democrats 
and Independents who were elected to 
Congress and when they will take office. 
Students will be able to explain four or 
five differences between conservative and 
liberal ideas.



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 

November 2014 Quiz I

____  1. The American doctor and health worker 
who had ebola 

  a)  recovered.
  b)  died.
  c)  got married.
  d)  went back to west Africa.

____  2. In west Africa, the ebola epidemic is 

  a)   over.
  b)   in Egypt.
  c)  getting worse. 
  d)   not very bad.

____  3. President Obama will send 3,000 
American troops to

  a)   Texas.
  b)   West Africa.
  c)   Syria.
  d)   the Centers for Disease Control.

____  4. Symptoms of ebola are

  a)  a fever, vomiting and diarrhea.  
b)  a rash, a fever, and coughing.

  c)   a loud cough.
  d)   red spots on the body.

____  5. A person in contact with someone with 
ebola should be quarantined for 

  a)   2 weeks.
  b)   2 months.
  c)   5 days.
  d)   21 days.

____  6. Federal laws are for

  a)   American Indians.
  b)   people in some states.
  c)   the whole country.
  d)   immigrants only.

____  7. When the majority of both houses of 
Congress pass a bill, it then

  a)    becomes a law.
  b)   goes to the president for his   

 signature.
  c)   goes to the state governors for their  

 signatures.
  d)  goes to a political party for   

 approval.

____  8. If the president vetoes a bill, Congress 
can

  a)   pass the bill over his veto with a   
  two thirds majority vote 

  b)   vote to impeach the President.
  c)   call for an election.
  d)   ask the people for their votes.

____  9. At a public hearing, a committee of 
Congress can

  a)   vote for a bill.
  b)   get information from experts.
  c)   receive money from lobbyists.
  d)  veto a bill so it can’t become a   

 law.

____  10. No law may conflict with

  a)   the president.
  b)   a law made by a town council.
  c)   the Constitution.
  d)   the majority party.
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Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for false. 
If the sentence is false, make it true. Write words to 
replace the underlined words.

____  11. American Indian Heritage Month is 
November.   ____________________

____  12. All Saints’ Day honors men and women 
who have served in the Armed Forces.   
_______________________________

____  13. On All Souls’ Day many Catholics 
and other Christians visit cemeteries. 
_______________________________

____  14. Daylight Savings Time ends on  
Sunday, November 7. Clocks must go 
back two hours. _________________

____  15. The name Okefenokee comes from an 
Indian word meaning “trembling.” 
_______________________________

____  16. The Black Hills were sacred 
lands of the American Army 
________________________

____  17.  The U.S. soldiers wanted to 
force the Sioux onto plantations.  
______________________________

____  18.  A sad day in American history is the 
massacre of Indians at Little Bighorn. 
_____________________________

____  19. Puerto Rico and some U.S. territories 
send delegates to Congress who may 
speak, but cannot listen.  
_______________________________

____  20. The new congress will begin their 
terms on November 4,  2014. 
_______________________

III. Building Vocabulary

Write the best word to complete each sentence. Write 
the letter of that word on the line in front of the num-
ber.

  Word List
 A. polls  F. warrior
 B. majority  G. defeat
 C. tribe  H. isolate
 D. sacrifice  I. exhibit
 E. surround  J. refuge

____  21. A place where hunting is not allowed is 
a wildlife ______________________.

____  22. A large group of Indians related by birth 
or marriage is a _________________.

____  23. Voters go to the ________________ to 
vote on Election Day.

____  24. To go all around a place is to 
_________________________ it.

____  25. An Indian who is trained to fight is a 
__________________________.

____  26. A ____________________ means more 
than half of the entire number.

____  27. You can see art or science displays at an 
__________________ in a museum.

____  28. An army hopes to __________________ 
its enemy in battles.

____  29. A ___________________ is when a 
person gives up something valuable 
in hopes of getting something more 
valuable.

____  30. It is necessary to __________________ 
a person who is sick from ebola.
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