
Dear Colleagues:

If this is your last issue for the school 
year, have a nice summer! The June issue 
will be out in mid May, so if you want 
to receive that but haven’t ordered it, 
you can still do so. If you are ordering 
for next year, prices will be the same as 
those listed in our Spring 2014 order form 
and catalogue. It says prices valid until 
6/30/2014, but they’ll be valid until June 
30, 2015 as well. 

Please tell colleagues who aren’t yet 
using Easy English NEWS they can call or 
email us for free samples of a recent issue 
to try out with their classes. 

Thank you for all the wonderful stories.
We have received many more stories than 
we have room for. It is so hard to choose. 
Some stories sent in this year won’t be 
published until next year. 

What happened to Flight 370? 
(pages 1 and 10)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
locate Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur, Indonesia, 
China, India, and Australia on a world 
map. They will be able to tell the story 
of the missing plane, and some facts 
about it. They will be able to tell the 
difference between speculation and facts. 
Preparation: Follow the news or read an 
update of the story to get a background so 
you’ll be up to the questions that students 
ask. Bring in newspaper and magazine 
articles with latest news of the story. 

Procedures: Elicit from students what 
they have read or seen on TV about the 
missing airplane. Develop such vocabulary 
as flight, passengers, crew, air traffic 
control, vanish, distress signal, search 
area, satellite, blip, black box, ping. 
Have students locate the areas in question 
on a world map, and the countries that 
passengers are from. Point out the plane’s 
original planned flight to Beijing, and 
the supposed flight deduced by radar and 
“blips.” Have students speculate what 
happened, and test the speculations against 
the facts. 

What’s your size? (pages 1 and 9)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
state their sizes for shoes, socks, sweater, 
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jacket, hat. They will recognize terms such 
as junior, misses, husky, slim, extra large, 
queen size, one-size-fits-all, etc. 

Procedures: Bring in several items 
of clothing with sizes printed on labels. 
Bring in tape measures and a yard stick. 
(If you have a class of students who may 
be sensitive about dress, sweater or waist 
size, focus on shoe size or hat size). Have 
students work in groups of three, to make 
a list of their measurements in inches: 
foot, chest/bust, waist, hips, inseam (crotch 
to ankle bone), head, arm length, neck, 
etc. Then have them report next to those 
measurements the sizes of shirt, shoes, 
hat, for example. Point out that men’s 
and women’s shoe sizes are different; that 
children’s shoe sizes go from 0 to 131/2 

and start again at 1; that the size may be 
different for different brands of clothing. 
For example, a woman might need a size 
10 in one brand of dress, but can fit into a 
size 6 in a more expensive brand of dress. 

Events in May (pages 2 and 3)

Have students find the dates for each of 
the events described in the month and write 
those in the calendar (May Day, Mother’s 
Day, Armed Forces Day, Kentucky Derby, 
Memorial Day, etc.) Also any school 
events, and personal events such as proms, 
birthdays, and anniversaries. (We will 
write about proms next month. We ran out 
of room this month.) 

May Day Ask what students do in their 
home countries on May first.  
 
Asian and Pacific-Islander Heritage 
Month. Have students locate Asia on a 
world map, and name the countries. Also 
look at the Pacific Ocean and identify 
various islands. What is your school doing 
to mark this month? Have any Asian or 
Pacific Island students demonstrate a skill 
from their own culture. Examples: teach 
chopstick use, tai chi moves, feng shui 
concepts, flower arranging, calligraphy. 
Have them teach the class a few words, a 
short song, or how to count one to five in 
their native language(s).

If you have Mexican students in your 
class ask them to tell how they celebrate 
Cinco de Mayo. Bring in Mexican music 
or videos of Mexican dancing. Have 
students locate Mexico on a large wall 

map. Have them find the rivers, states, 
mountains, and cities in the U.S. that have 
Spanish names. (Recognize by El, La, Los, 
Las, San, Santa, and endings such as -ado, 
-ada) Point out that many Mexicans have 
lived in these areas for generations, longer 
than European Americans. The states of 
Arizona, Texas, New Mexico, California, 
Nevada, Colorado, and Utah once belonged 
to the country of Mexico, but became part 
of the U.S. after the Mexican-American 
War. Have any Spanish-speaking students 
teach others a simple song, days of the 
week, numbers one to five, etc.

Ask students what their plans are for 
Mother’s Day. Have students talk with a 
partner about the person who “mothered” 
them. Have students write about someone 
who mothered them. Remembering Moms 
who have passed on is important to 
students too. Read “Remembering Mom” 
in This Is Your Page. 

Kentucky Derby. Have students ever 
heard of this event? Have them find the 
names of the horses that are chosen to run 
in this race, and pick a favorite they like. 
See  http://www.kentuckyderby.com. 
Click on horses and then on Kentucky 
Derby Contenders. Remind students to 
watch the race on TV to report to the class 
how their horse ran. Build horse and racing 
vocabulary: jockey, starting gate, back 
stretch, finish line, etc. 

Armed Forces Day. Talk about the  
various branches of the Armed Forces. 
Ask if any students or their family 
members have been in the armed forces 
in their home countries. Was it voluntary 
or required? Was it men only, or men 
and women? Talk about the sacrifice that 
people in the Armed Services make for this 
country. What does it take to be willing to 
give one’s life for one’s country? Why is 
it important to remember those who have 
made that sacrifice for those of us who 
enjoy democracy? Does anyone in the 
class have a family member in the Armed 
Forces? Invite a veteran (call the VFW 
[Veterans of Foreign Wars] or National 
Guard person to speak to the class about 
the work of the Armed Forces or the 
importance of Memorial Day. Stress that 
it is also patriotic to work for peace and 
oppose wars. Encourage students to watch 
any parade planned for your community.
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 ANSWERS

 1. b

 2. d

 3. a

 4. d

 5. c

 6. b

 7. c

 8. a

 9. b

10. b

11. T 

12. F  
    (education)

13.  F  
      (Mexican)

14.  F  
      (Sunday)

15. F (horse) 

                               

16. F (males)

17. T

18. F (May) 

19. F (Japanese)

20. T

21. I (invade)

22. D (charming)

23. A (garment)

24. B (curb)

25. E (apologize)

26. G (spare)

27. C (jack)

28. J (interview)

29. H     
    (violation)

30. F (petite) 

 This is your page (page 4)

Read the stories and discuss any 
applications in their own lives. Ask 
questions in Let’s Talk About It, and create 
other questions. What are the first things to 
do if you feel an earthquake?  (Get next to 
or under some form of protection or crouch 
down with hands over your head next to an 
inside wall of a room.) Have students write 
an essay describing what a mother does, or 
what their mother or grandmother (aunt, 
foster mother, big sister) did for them 
when they were little. 

Your family—Write about it! (page 6)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
name the different generations (parents, 
grandparents, great-grand parents) and 
other family relationships: sister, brother, 
son, daughter, wife, husband, aunt, uncle, 
cousin, etc. plus the in-law, step-, and 
foster-parent names. They will be able to 
create a family tree with themselves in the 
center, parents and other ancestors above, 
and their own children and descendants 
below. They’ll learn the words for 
divorced, deceased, born. Preparation: 
Prepare a blank family tree as in the 
diagram below on 81/2 x 11 paper, and 
duplicate enough for your class. Bring in 
photos of your own family members. 

Procedures: Sketch a simple family 
tree on the board as in the diagram, with 
yourself, naming the various relationships, 
and giving their names or fictitious names. 
Have students fill in the sample diagram of 
three generations of a family. Encourage 
them to prepare their own family history. 
Have them work in pairs or small groups 
to talk about their families. Have them 
tell the group about any interesting jobs, 
characters, or adventures of anyone in their 
family. Have them choose one of the topics 
in the article to write about for a class 

assignment. There are on-line programs 
to search records for births, deaths, 
marriages, border crossings, etc. Google 
“(country) ancestor records” to see if there 
are any available. Some are free for a trial 
period, but beware of recurring charges if 
you don’t cancel in time. 

Fred Korematsu (page 7)

This article is an excellent jumping 
off place for understanding the rights of 
citizens, as protected by the Amendments 
to the Constitution. Download and print 
out the Bill of Rights section of my 
Constitution of the United States in Simple 
English from my website, to discuss 
the different rights that were violated 
(1,2,4,5,6). Fred Korematsu is a hero worth 
recognizing across the country, not only 
among Asian Americans or in California. 

Objectives: Students will be able to 
locate Japan, Hawaii, and the West Coast 
states of the United States on a wall map. 
They will be able to tell the reasons the 
U.S. forced Japanese Americans to leave 
their homes to live in relocation camps 
during World War II. They will be able to 
tell which amendments to the Constitution 
that protected Americans’ rights were 
broken during this time. They will be able 
to say what happened to Fred Korematsu; 
how he lost his freedom; and why he 
became an activist. 

Preparation: See the extensive lesson 
plans for different age groups from grade 4 
to high school at the korematsuinstitute.
org.  Ask your school media specialist 
for the PBS video: Of Civil Wrongs and 
Rights: the Fred Korematsu Story. Also, 
download the free copy of the Constitution 
in Simple English at my website 
elizabethclaire.com at “free materials.”

Procedures: Elicit what students know 
of World War II.  When was World War II? 
Who fought in that war? (Students may be 
from countries that were involved in the 
war on one side or another...Use care not 
to ascribe blame to today’s descendants 
or citizens of those countries. That war is 
long over, and enemies are now allies.) 
What happened at Pearl Harbor? Where 
did most immigrants from Japan and their 
children live? (Japan declared war on the 
United States just before they bombed 
Pearl Harbor. However, they sent the 
declaration of war to the U.S. Embassy 
in Tokyo—who didn’t translate it before 
the attack, so it has always been regarded 
as a “sneak attack.”)  Review the rights 
protected by the Bill of Rights in the U.S. 
Constitution. 

Sensitize students with hypothetical 
questions based on their own native 
countries: What if the U.S. were at war 
with (Russia)? Would it be fair for the 
government to make you and your family 
leave your home and move to a prison 
camp until that war was over? Is it fair for 
the government to put Arab Americans or 
Muslims in prison without a trial? 

Read the article. Ask questions to assure 
comprehension and discuss. Explain 
that in 2002, the 60th anniversary of the 
internment, Japanese Americans reenacted 
the event to teach others about it. The 
sign on the pole is a reproduction of the 
one that announced that all people of 
Japanese descent must leave the area of 
the coast in 7 days. Have students look 
at the photo of the removal. What are 
people carrying? How are they getting to 
the internment camps? Explain that they 
had one week to sell their homes and pack 
just two suitcases per person. What would 
you take with you if you had to pack just 
two suitcases? (No weapons, telephones, 
electronics, etc. would be allowed.)

See the video: Of Civil Wrongs and 
Rights. Point out that a smaller number 
(11,000) of German and Italian immigrants 
were also put into internment camps 
during the war. However, it was easy to 
identify Japanese Americans and not easy 
to identify German American citizens. 
The Japanese had settled in communities 
together on the West Coast. Their numbers 
were fewer, and there had been laws to 
prohibit intermarriage. The prejudice 
against Japanese was much stronger 
because of the bombing of Pearl Harbor. 
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Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

____  1. The plane that left Kuala Lumpur and 
disappeared was supposed to go to 
 

  a) Malaysia.
    b) China.
  c) Australia.
.  d) India.

____  2. The pilot and the crew of the plane 
were all    

  a)   Chinese.
   b)   American.
  c)   Japanese.
  d)   Malaysian.
  
____  3. Two men on the plane were flying with  

 stolen

  a) passports.
  b) flight simulators.
  c) wallets.
.  d) black boxes. 

____ 4.  Satellite “blips” showed that the plane   
 had  

 
   a) landed on a remote island.    
  b) crashed into the Indian Ocean.  

c) been hijacked.
  d) flown for 6 hours after the last   

 communication.

____ 5.  Ships, planes, and helicopters searched 
for 

  a) the Indian Ocean.
  b) Kuala Lumpur
  c) debris on the water. 
  d) the missing passengers.

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
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____  6.  The letter L on a tag on a garment means

  a) label.
  b) large.
  c) ladies’ 
  d) little.

____  7. A dress shirt is 

  a)  a shirt for a woman.
    b) a long shirt down to the knees.
  c) a business shirt worn with a suit.
  d) a shirt for a Halloween costume. 

____  8. The size of men’s pants needs two 
measurements: 

  a) waist and inseam.
  b) sleeve length and neck size.
  c) the inches around the chest. 
  d) chest size and arm length. 

___ 9.  Misses’ sizes are 

  a)  in odd numbers: 1,3,5,7,9,11,13.  
b) in even numbers: 2,4,6,8,10,12,14.

  c) for slim women and teens.
  d) for women who need large sizes. 

____  10. When you buy clothing for an infant, you 
should know the infant’s 

  a)  parents.
  b)  weight.
  c) height.
  d)  favorite color.
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Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, make it true. Write 
a word to replace the underlined word. 

____  11. May is Asian and Pacific-Islander Month.

            ______________________________

____  12. The Chinese teacher Confucius taught 
that money is very important. 

             ______________________________

____  13.  Cinco de Mayo is an important holiday 
for Asian-Americans. 

             ______________________________

____  14.  Mother’s Day is the second Monday of 
May. 

                ______________________________

____  15. The Kentucky Derby is a car race.     
              _______________________________

____  16. All students 18 to 25 years 
old must register for the 
Selective Service System.          
______________________________

____  17. Specially-trained servicemen 
guard the Tomb of the Unknowns. 
_______________________________

____   18. Memorial Day is the 
last Monday of June.       
______________________________

____  19. During World War II, the U.S. 
sent Mexican Americans to 
Internment camps. 
______________________________

____  20. President Bill Clinton gave the Medal 
of Freedom award to Fred Korematsu.

                ______________________________

 III. Building Vocabulary
 
Write the best word to complete each sentence. 
Write the letter of that word on the line in front 
of the number.  
   Word List

 A.  garment  F. petite   
 B. curb  G. spare
 C.  jack  H. violation   
 D. charming  I.  invade
 E.  apologize  J.  interview 

____  21. To send an army into another country is 
to ____________________ it.

____  22. A person is very likable if he or she has 
a ___________________ personality.

____  23. A piece of clothing (shirt, dress, pants, 
etc.) is a  ___________________.

____  24. The raised edge of a sidewalk next to a 
road is the ____________________.

____  25. When you are sorry, you can 
___________________ to the person 
you hurt.

____  26. If you get a flat tire, you can put on a 
_____________ tire. 

____  27. A _____________________ is a device 
that can help lift a car. 

____  28.  You can ___________________ a 
person to get information that he or she 
knows.

____  29. The internment of Japanese 
Americans during World War II was a 
________________________ of their 
civil rights. 

____  30. A short woman may find clothing that 
fits her in the ____________ section. 
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