
Dear Colleagues:

 Thank you all who have sent in the 
feedback form to help us plan what to 
keep, and anything to add for next year. If 
you didn’t get one, you let me know your 
wishes for next year; just email me at ESL 
@elizabethclaire.com.

If you are among the many who wanted 
a return of Dr. Ali to Easy English NEWS, 
you’ll be glad to know that his wonderful 
health articles are available! I have created 
an anthology of his 31 most important 
articles, complete with word help, as 
a reproducible e-book, available at my 
website for $10.

 Earth and its Energy 
(pages 1, 6, and 7)

Our Earth month focus is on the energy 
we use to heat our homes, drive our 
machinery, and the various impacts each has 
on the environment. The article on energy is 
a long one with many parts. Don’t try it all 
in one sitting! 

Objectives: Students will be able 
to name nine sources of energy now 
available, and give some advantages and 
disadvantages of each. They will be able 
to tell which are renewable and which are 
non-renewable. Students will know the 
source of power for the school and their 
homes and cars.

Background information: “The science 
is in,” says President Obama, that climate 
change is caused by human activities and 
the forms of power we use. There are 
scientists who disagree, saying it’s more 
complex than that, but Easy English 
NEWS doesn’t get into those issues in this 
article. There are many unknown factors. 
Still, we the people and our governments 
are under pressure to make decisions even 
if the future is not certain.  

A lot of the news stories can be skewed 
by people who invested money in nuclear, 
wind, solar, or other alternative energies. 
And skewed to fossil fuels by people 
who invested in or work for producers of 
coal, gas, and oil. Is the planet continuing 
to warm? If so, is this natural or man-
made? If man-made, can it be stopped? 
What will it cost? Can we wait until 
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the science is perfect and we know with 
100% certainty? TV commercials for 
various kinds of power (clean coal, natural 
gas, oil, solar, etc.) are paid for by the 
companies that want to stay in business. 
Are advertisements trustworthy?

Preparation: Bring in additional 
pictures. Ask the media person at school 
for any appropriate videos. Ask a school 
science teacher to lend you some coal to 
demonstrate —not every young person has 
seen coal! 

Procedures: Find out how much your 
students already know about different 
kinds of energy. On board: Definitions: 
Energy is the ability to do work. Power is 
the delivery of energy in forms that people 
or machines can used. 

Build the lesson up from students’ own 
experience. Ask students to stand up and 
then sit down. What gave you the energy 
to do this? Muscles. And what gives your 
muscles the energy to move you? The 
food we eat. This food is the fuel muscles 
need. What kinds of energy do we use to 
get home after school? Walk, use muscles. 
Bike, use muscles to pedal. Ride a horse 
or donkey? School bus or car...gasoline 
engine turning the wheels. Subway train? 
Electrical energy turning the wheels?  

Elicit some animals that work for humans 
now or have worked in the past (horses, 
mules, donkeys, oxen, large dogs, camels, 
alpacas, llamas, etc.) 

Write the different kinds of energy on the 
board. What other kinds of energy are there 
to do work? Add these to the list. Which 
of these energies are “clean?” Which are 
free? Which pollute the air? What are the 
advantages (define advantages: benefits; 
good things about something) of muscle 
power? (Free, give us exercise, can use 
it any time we want to...)What are the 
disadvantages? (We can only move as 
fast as we can run; get tired; can’t go 
long distances.) What are the advantages 
of traveling by horse and having horses 
or oxen pull wagons? What are the 
disadvantages? (Point out that before cars 
were popular, people complained about 
horses polluting the streets. Read the article 
silently or for homework, or aloud in class 
or in pairs. Then elicit the advantages and 
disadvantages of each form of energy. 

Invite the school custodian to come in 
to tell the students how the building is 
heated, and if you have a small class, ask 
for a “tour” of the furnace room where 
heat is supplied to the school building. Ask 
students to find out how their apartments 
or homes are heated, and what it costs. 
Talk about ways to save energy—lower 
the thermostat in winter, wear sweaters, 
take public transportation or bike or walk 
to school, recycle—little things mean a lot 
when you multiply by 317,000 people in 
the country. 

Cleaning up (pages 1 and 9)

We may be able to prevent some 
accidents or even save some lives with 
this article. So many of today’s cleaning 
products are dangerous to eyes, nose, 
throat, lungs, and skin. Like the energy 
article, it is long and full of important 
vocabulary. Break it down to several 
sessions. 

Objectives: Students will be able to read 
typical warnings on cleaning products, 
understand the first aid instructions, and 
be aware of the free number for the Poison 
Control Center. They will be able to tell 
some safety tips about the use and storage 
of cleaning products. 

Preparation: Bring in a variety of empty 
packages of cleaning products: laundry 
detergent, fabric softener, stain remover, 
chlorine bleach, bathroom cleaner, window 
washing spray, disinfectant, toilet cleaner, 
dishwasher detergent, hand dishwashing 
liquid, drain cleaner, vinegar.  (Be sure 
to rinse out the packages thoroughly.) 
Alterative: Photocopy the directions and 
warnings on these items and make copies 
for each student.

Presentation: Ask questions such as 
Who washes dishes in your family? Who 
washes the floor? Who washes the sink and 
tub in the bathroom? The windows? What 
products do you use? What are some brand 
names of the products? Read the article 
over several class sessions if necessary. 
Develop the vocabulary to the point of 
competent recall, not just for temporary 
comprehension. 

Have students work in pairs or groups 
of three; distribute the items you have 
brought in so each group has a task of 
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 ANSWERS

 1.  d

 2.  a

 3.  c

 4.  b

 5.  c

 6.  a

 7.  d

 8.  b

 9.  a

10. c

11. F (April         
     Fool’s Day)

12. F (taxes)

13. T

14. F (British)

15. F (trees)

 

16. T  

17. F (Bunny)

18. F (gasohol) 

19. F (hydrogen)

20. T

21. E (cling)

22. D (pedestrian)

23. C (fossil fuels)

24. I (hazard)

25. F (rubbish)

26. H (typhoon) 

27. J (fumes)

28. A     
     (concentrated)

29. G (solar)

30. B (ventilation) 

reading uses, the warnings, and the first 
aid for the product. Have students use their 
dictionaries to be sure of the vocabulary, 
and give a short explanation of the 
product, its uses, its dangers, and the first 
aid for it. Invite the building’s custodian 
to bring in the types of cleaning products 
used to clean the school and explain the 
hazards and warnings for them. 

Have students tell about products they 
use that they like. Assign a trip to a super 
market to the aisle for cleaning products, 
and bring back any questions about 
products or brands. 

Events in April (pages 2 and 3)

April Fools’ Day Point out that April 
Fools’ Day tricks are supposed to make 
others laugh. The tradition is one of gentle 
tricks, where no one is hurt, and property 
is not harmed. 

Activities: Brainstorm lies to tell for 
April Fool’s Day. Have a joke telling day 
when students practice telling a joke. 
Have students find eight things in the 
hiking scene on page 2 that are wrong. 
Teach vocabulary backpack, flippers, etc. 
structures such as There is an x in a y. X is 
upside down. The hiker is wearing __. An x 
doesn’t belong on a y, etc. 

  Administrative Professionals’ Day 
Have students learn the names of school 
personnel in your building other than 
teachers. Brainstorm what to say in a letter 
to thank each for their work. Have students 
write letters to the people at your school 
who make things run smoothly: secretaries, 
custodians, crossing guards, bus drivers, 
lunchroom personnel, etc.

Easter Have any Christian students in 
your class (or invite one in) to tell the 
story of Jesus’ crucifixion, if appropriate, 
being sure again, to preface statements 
with “Christians believe” or “The story 
in the Bible says....” Tell of the “Golden 
Rule” ascribed to Jesus’ teachings that 
seems universal in all religions: Do to 
others the things you would want others to 
do to you. Or treat others the way you want 
to be treated. Have students tell the version 
of it in their own culture. 

Provide instructions so students can 
color eggs at home. Be sure that students 
understand that they need white eggs, 
and have to gently hard boil the eggs 
(14 minutes) first. Medium eggs are best 
and cheaper. Store colored eggs in the 
refrigerator until eaten.  For additional 
resources for Easter check: www.
theholidayspot.com

Passover  Bring in some matzohs and 

kosher macaroons to taste. Have any 
Jewish student tell the story of Passover 
and their family’s celebration of it. Again, 
preface the story with “The Scriptures say 
that...:

April 15: Income Tax Deadline 
Objectives: Students will be reminded to 
send in an income tax return if they have 
worked in 2013. Procedures: Review what 
was discussed in the March edition of Easy 
English NEWS. 

Remind students that they should keep 
a copy of their tax return for at least three 
years; seven years if they are in business. 
They will need a copy of their tax return 
when they or their children apply for loans, 
scholarships, or grants.

Arbor Day  Objectives: Appreciation 
for trees. Procedures: Brainstorm the 
many things trees do for humans. People 
say that A dog is man’s best friend, but it 
might be trees!

Earth Day/Month  Objectives: Students 
will be aware of events in your area that 
they may participate in for Earth Day. 
Procedures: Contact local community 
groups to see what special Earth Day 
activities you can recommend to your 
classes. Have students take notice on 
their way home and to school and make 
lists of the things that the people in their 
neighborhood/community have done or are 
doing to care of the environment, and what 
more could be done. 

Examples: Trees have been planted along 
the street; the city has sanitation pick ups, 
street cleaning, and storm sewers; people 
are often kind to each other. Also make a 
list of things that make the environment 
less clean, safe, or pleasant: Litter, graffiti, 
smoke, loud mufflers on cars, overly loud 
music, people being impatient, rude or 
violent with each other, etc. 

Continue with more ideas for Earth Day 
awareness on page 5 in Ask Elizabeth. 

This is your page (page 4)

Read the stories and have students 
share opinions about them and relate 
any similar stories from their own lives. 
What do you say when someone says 
something you don’t understand? Point 
out that intersections with traffic lights 
allow pedestrians to go before cars when 
pedestrians have a green light or a WALK 
sign. It is not always safe to assume that 
a pedestrian will have the right of way. 
Explain that the right of way is given...
not taken. For the story by Rattana, who 
called Lorenzo Rolenzo, use the Ask a 
Speech Coach article for Asians who have 

difficulty with the /l/ and/r/ distinction. 
Ask about students’ expectations before 
they came to the U.S. and compare it with 
what they really experienced. What was 
their source of information? Explain why 
stores have alarm tags on some items to 
stop shop lifters. Usually an alarm rings as 
a person goes out the exit if a clerk has not 
taken off the alarm. 

Ask Elizabeth (page 5)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
six ways to conserve energy and protect 
the environment. Procedures: Brainstorm 
with students additional things they might 
do. Find out what others in your school or 
community are doing for Earth Day, and 
join in. 

Advice to a Young Tree 

Use the poem to examine various parts of 
a poem. What are the sounds? The images? 
The feelings? The rhythm and meter? Have 
students count the syllables in each line, 
and notice how many syllables are stressed 
in each line. 

Have students practice creating phrases 
with words that alliterate. Give examples 
of nouns and have them brainstorm 
alliterative adjectives: baby (beautiful, 
boy); day (delightful); wind (wonderful, 
wild, west, etc.) Have them write sentences 
using alliterative words.  Dan had a 
delicious dessert. Betsy was a beautiful 
baby. Paul pet the poor puppy. Tony took 
ten toys.



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

____  1. The month of April is a time to learn 
more about taking care of 

  
  a) our parents.
    b) our pets.
  c) our teachers.
  d) our home, the earth.

____  2. Coal, oil, and natural gas are 
 
   a) fossil fuels.
   b) renewable fuels.
  c) clean-burning fuels.
  d) non-polluting fuels.

____  3. The U.S. has plenty of this fuel. It is 
cheap and easy to move and use. 

 
   a) oil
  b) nuclear energy
  c) coal
  d) hydrogen

____  4.  A disadvantage of nuclear energy is

  a) you need a small amount of it.
  b) there is no safe place to keep   

 nuclear waste.
  c) power plants must be built near   

 the ocean.
  d) the U.S. must import uranium   

 from countries hostile to us.

____  5. One advantage of using wind energy is

  a) when the wind stops blowing   
 there is no power.

  b) wind turbines can work anywhere.
   c) there is no air pollution. 
  d) Wind turbines need a lot of water  

 to cool them.

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
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____  6. If a cleaning product is concentrated you

  a) only need a small amount.
  b) it has a good smell.
  c) you can use it for any cleaning job. 

d) the warnings are easy to understand.

____  7. Too much of this product in your laundry 
can make holes in your clothes.

  a)  detergent.
    b) fabric softener.
  c) soap scum.
  d) chlorine bleach.
 

____  8. If you use a hand dishwashing liquid in an 
automatic dishwasher, 

  a) dishes will get very clean.
  b) there will be too many soap suds.
  c) it will dissolve grease.
  d) it will produce dangerous fumes. 

____  9. When you clean with ammonia or other 
caustic chemicals, you should 

  a)  wear rubber gloves.
  b) close the windows.
  c) mix it with other cleaners.
  d) make the victim vomit.

____  10.  Keep all cleaning products where

  a)   they will be in the sunshine.
  b)   you can flood them with water.
  c)  children cannot get them.
  d)   you can breathe in the fumes. 
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Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, make it true. Write 
a word to replace the underlined word. 

____  11. People play tricks and tell lies on Earth 
Day _____________________

____  12. April 15 is the deadline for paying your 
rent. ________________________

____  13. Lent, Palm Sunday, and Good Friday 
are part of the celebration of Easter. 

               _____________________________

____  14. Battles on April 19, 1775 were between 
American Minutemen and German 
soldiers. ________________________

____  15.  Arbor Day is a day to plant flowers. 
______________________

____  16. Passover is a Jewish holiday.
              ______________________________

____  17.  Many small children 
believe in the Easter Egg. 
___________________________

____   18. When ethanol is mixed with gasoline 
the mixture is called alcohol.  

                 ______________________________

____  19.   The earth’s most abundant element is 
Oxygen. 
______________________________

____  20. Geothermal energy comes from deep in 
the earth.

                ______________________________

III. Building Vocabulary

Write the best word to complete each sentence. 
Write the letter of that word on the line in front 
of the number.  
   Word List

 A.  concentrated F.  rubbish
 B. ventilation G. solar
 C.  fossil fuels H.  typhoon 
 D. pedestrian I. hazard
 E.  cling J. fumes

____  21. Clothing may ______________ 
together when they come out of a dryer 
because of static electricity. 

____  22.  A person who is walking on the street 
is a _________________________. 

____  23. Coal, oil, and gas are 
___________________________

____  24. The word ______________ warns that 
something dangerous could happen.

____  25. Another word for garbage or trash is 
___________________________.

____  26. A hurricane in the eastern 
Pacific Ocean is called a 
_______________________.

____  27.  Don’t breathe the _______________ 
from strong chemical cleaners. 

____  28. You need only a small amount of a 
detergent that is ________________.

____  29. Energy from the sun is called 
__________________ energy.

____  30.  You need good ____________________ 
when you clean with a product that 
contains ammonia. 
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