
Dear Colleagues:

Good news! If you are ordering Easy 
English NEWS or any of our books for 
2013-2014, our prices will be the same 
as this year, for all orders placed before 
December 31, 2013, even for subscriptions 
that extend beyond that date. Since 
Easy English NEWS is one of the most 
economical products in an ESL classroom, 
we’ll help you survive the budget cuts. If 
you have teacher friends who might like 
to take a look at EEN, let us know by note 
or e-mail esl@elizabethclaire.com and 
we’ll send them a free sample, or send you 
samples to distribute. 

If your program is ending with the May 
edition, let students know that they can 
subscribe on their own if they won’t be in 
a program next year. Remind them that we 
don’t publish in July or August. Do you 
use the quizzes in these pages as pre-tests 
as well as post-tests? This will give you an 
idea of how much your particular students 
knew before reading Easy English NEWS, 
and how much they learned. It will also 
arouse their curiosity about the content 
they are going to be reading about.

Elizabeth Claire
The President’s Cabinet  
(pages 1 and 9)

Objectives: Students will be able 
to explain the purpose of the Cabinet, 
who appoints Cabinet members, and be 
able to name the Vice President and the 
Secretaries of State, Defense, Treasury, 
and the Attorney General. Procedures: Ask 
students: Who do you ask for advice. Do 
you have a different person to ask about 
career choices, money matters, health, 
exercise, dating, music, movies? Explain 
that the President has advisors for different 
areas of the government, too. 

Read the article. Ask if students have 
seen any of those faces on TV? Ask 
questions such as: Who would be in charge 
of the security agents at an airport? Who 
would advise the President about a new 
law? Who would become president if 
the President couldn’t serve? Who is the 
accountant for the country’s money? Who 
travels to other countries to speak with 
foreign leaders?

Elizabeth Claire’s 

Facebook (pages 1 and 9)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
why many people use Facebook, and some 
of the good things about it. They will be 
able to explain “like” and “friend.” They 
will be able to give reasons not to spend a 
lot of time on facebook.

Procedures: Ask students to tell what 
they already know about Facebook. Ask 
questions such as: Who uses Facebook? 
Why? What do you like about it? What do 
you dislike? How can you find a person 
you used to know in the past? What kinds 
of messages do people write on Facebook? 
What advice can you give about keeping 
your information private? What are some 
safety rules about Facebook? 

Events in May (pages 2 and 3)

Have students find the dates for each 
of the events in the month and write 
those in the calendar (May Day, Mother’s 
Day, Armed Forces Day, Cinco de Mayo, 
Memorial Day, etc.) Also the dates of any 
school events, and personal events such as 
birthdays and anniversaries. 

Ask what students do in their home 
countries on May first. There may be 
worker parades and union demonstrations 
on this day, as it is International Workers’ 
Day, which is not celebrated in the U.S. 

Asian and Pacific-Island Heritage 
Month  Have students locate Asia on 
a world map. Where does it begin and 
end? Name the countries. Also look at 
the Pacific Ocean and identify various 
islands. Is your school doing something 
to mark this month? Ask any Asian or 
Pacific-Island students to demonstrate a 
skill from their own culture. Examples: 
how to use chopsticks, tai chi moves, feng 
shui concepts, shiatsu massage, flower 
arranging, kendo, judo, karate, counting 
to five, a simple song, writing Chinese or 
Japanese, Korean, or other characters, etc.  

Mother’s Day Have students talk about 
the person who “mothered” them. Have 
students read “Missing our Mother” on 
page 4, as well as “Memories of Mom.” 
Have students write their reflections on 
someone who mothered them, whether 
it be their mother, stepmother, foster 

mother, grandmother, godmother (teach the 
vocabulary as needed), or a male relative 
who took on that role.

If you have Mexican students in your 
class, ask them to tell how they celebrate 
Cinco de Mayo. Bring in Mexican music 
and learn some Mexican dances. Have 
students locate Mexico on a large wall 
map, and find the border, the rivers, and 
areas in the U.S. that have Spanish names. 
Point out that Mexicans have lived in 
these areas for generations, because the 
area that is now Arizona, Texas, New 
Mexico, California, Nevada, Colorado, and 
Utah was once part of Mexico. Have any 
Spanish-speaking students teach others the 
numbers one to five in Spanish, the names 
of the months, a simple song, etc.

Kentucky Derby If appropriate, find out 
what your students already know of track 
racing. Have them research the names of 
the horses that have been chosen to run in 
the derby, and pick a favorite they like. 
(See www.kentuckyderby.com) Remind 
students to watch the race on TV to report 
to the class how their horse ran. They can 
see last year’s Kentucky Derby in a video 
search for “Kentucky Derby 2012 winner” 
video. The winner was “I’ll Have Another” 
with jockey Mario Gutierrez. Build horse 
and racing vocabulary: jockey, favorite, at 
the gates, they’re off!, inside, filly, gelding, 
stallion, starting gate, out in front, down 
the back stretch, hanging on the rail, finish 
line, by a nose, by a length, etc. 

Armed Forces Day Explain the various 
branches of the Armed Services. Ask if 
any students have been in the armed forces 
in their home countries. Was it voluntary 
or required? Talk about the sacrifice that 
people in the Armed Services make for this 
country. Why would a person be willing to 
give his or her life for the United States? 
Is it important to remember those who 
have made that sacrifice? Why or why not? 
Does anyone in the class have a family 
member in the Armed Forces? Invite a 
veteran (call the VFW) or National Guard 
person to speak to the class about the work 
of the Armed Forces or the importance 
of Memorial Day. Stress that it is also 
patriotic to work for peace and oppose 
wars. Encourage students to watch any 
parade that is planned for your community. 
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 ANSWERS

 1. d 

 2. b

 3. a

 4. c

 5. a

 6. d

 7. b

 8. a

 9. b

10. c

11. T 

12. F (martial  
         arts)

13. F   
(Mexican   
Americans)

14. F ( Sunday)

15. T 

                               

16. F   
     (Philadelphia)

17. T

18. F (library)

19. F (Great)

20. F (fresh-water)

21. C (Pentagon)

22. H (steady)

23. A (growl)

24. D (stranger)

25. E (expert)

26. I (vowel)

27. B (insulin)

28. G (saying)

29. J (shore)

30. F (urge) 

This is your page (page 4)

Read the stories and discuss any 
applications in their own lives. If you have 
Chinese students, have them tell what they 
know about the Cultural Revolution. If 
not, find out more about it at Wikipedia.
com. The Cultural Revolution was a 
social-political movement that took place 
in the People’s Republic of China from 
1966 through 1976. It was ordered by Mao 
Zedong, then Chairman of the Communist 
Party of China with the goal of removing 
capitalist ideas from the country. Millions 
of people were persecuted and suffered 
imprisonment, torture, and seizure of 
property. A large number of people 
were removed from cities to work in the 
countryside to “re-educate them.” 

Ask question such as: What was the first 
time you spoke English to an English-only 
speaking person? What mistakes have you 
ever made at work? Have you ever lost 
a job? What skills have you learned at 
your jobs? Show how people greet each 
other in your home country. How are bus 
rules different in the U.S from your home 
country? Have you ever been embarrassed 
in public for doing the wrong thing? After 
reading Memories of Mom, have students 
write about their own mother or parent 
who influenced them in their childhood.

Your Health: Obesity—part 3  
(page 5)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell how insulin can both help or hurt the 
body. They’ll be able to tell what triggers 
too much insulin, and tell what foods to 
eat or avoid in an insulin-reducing diet. 
Procedures: Read the article carefully, 
making sure the meanings of words 
are clear. Have students use bilingual 
dictionaries if necessary for the medical 
terms. 

Ask a Speech Coach (page 5)

Objectives: Students will be able to distin-
guish aurally the two sounds of /oo/, as in cook 
and cool, and then able to make each sound 
correctly. Procedures: Read the article, do 
the activity, and have students practice with 
the sentences. Then have students create their 
own sentences with weak vowels mixed with 
strong vowels and practice with them. Other 
words with the weak /oo/ sound: brook, cook, 
foot, good, hood, hook, look, shook, took, 
stood, wood, wool, bull, bullet, full, pull, bush, 
butcher, cushion, pudding, push, put, sugar, 
could, should, would, wolf, woman.

 America the Beautiful: The Shores 
of Lake Superior (page 6)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
locate the Great Lakes and point out Lake 
Superior on a map of the U.S. Students 
will be able to tell five interesting facts 
about Lake Superior. Procedures: Bring in 
additional materials, photos, posters, and 
information about the Great Lakes. Have 
students look at the photos on page 6 and 
tell what they see. Search on YouTube 
for Lake Superior to see more, or assign 
that for homework. Build vocabulary 
to talk about the scenery: light house, 
shore, beach, agates, stones, sailboat, 
cliff, picturesque, etc. Ask what activities 
they’d like to do if they went to Lake 
Superior. Extensions: Have students learn 
about the Ice Age in North America and 
how it shaped the land, including the basin 
into which meltwater later filled, forming 
the Great Lakes. Also, the commercial 
uses of the Lakes: have them see on a 
large wall map how ocean liners can come 
up the St. Lawrence Seaway to the first 
lake, and thence to each of the other lakes 
in turn, the last being Lake Superior. This 
allows shipping right into the center of the 
continent. 

Heroes and History (page 7) 
Benjamin Franklin, Founding Father

Objectives: Students will be able to 
explain what a founding father is; they 
will be able to list twenty ways Benjamin 
Franklin helped the people in Philadelphia 
and the new country of the United States. 
Procedures: Bring in any additional 
materials, videos, photos, or information 
about Benjamin Franklin. Show a pair of 
bifocal eyeglasses. Find out what students 
already know about Benjamin Franklin. 
Have they seen anything that honors him? 
($100 bill, names of bank, school, street 
in your town?) Ask questions such as: 
What things that we use in our daily life 
were started by Benjamin Franklin? (Post 
office, library, street lights, sidewalks, 
bifocals, stoves, lightning rod.) Why didn’t 
Franklin get a patent for his inventions? 
Is there a hero like Benjamin Franklin 
in your native country? Have you ever 
invented anything? What would you invent 
to make life easier? 

Discuss the sayings from Poor Richard’s 
almanac. How are they useful? Bring in 
other sayings: One today is worth two 
tomorrows. Beware of little expenses for a 
small leak will sink a great ship. ‘Tis hard 
but glorious to be poor and honest. Keep 
your eyes wide open before marriage, half 
shut afterwards. When the well is dry, 
you’ll know the value of water. The noblest 
question in the world is: What good may 
I do in it? Who is strong? He who can 
conquer his bad habits. Who is rich? He 
who rejoices in what he has. 

Report Card  (page 10)

Encourage students to write or email 
their opinions and comments and wishes 
for Easy English NEWS for next year. 
This is truly your newspaper, and has been 
shaped each year by the wishes of people 
responding to our requests for feedback. 
We read them all and take heed.

News for Readers (page 10)

If your program is ending and students 
are looking for materials to work on 
over the summer, for advanced students, 
suggest the novel, Kristina, 1904, or 
American Manners and Customs, 
available at my website. If they have 
computers they can get a free Kindle app 
and buy Voices of Our New Neighbors 
and What’s So Funny? for 99 cents 
per book. (Voices is not yet available in 
paperback; What’s So Funny? was $14 in 
paperback, but is not yet back in print.) 

p

REMINDER: There are more 
activities for Easy English NEWS at 

my website.

Cloze Exercises  
Vocabulary Quiz 

Short Answer Tests 

These are great for pre-tests, 
review, assuring retention, and 

vocabulary building. 
 

www.elizabethclaire.com 



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

____  1.  The head of the Executive Branch of 
government is the

  a) Cabinet.
  b)  Congress.
  c)  Supreme Court.
  d)  President.

____  2. Who appoints the members of the 
Cabinet?   

  
  a) The Senate.
  b)  The President.
  c)  The Attorney General.
  d)  The Secretary of State.
 
____  3. John Kerry replaces Hillary Clinton as  

 
  a) Secretary of State.
  b)  President of the U.S.
  c)  Commander-in-Chief.
  d)  Secretary of Defense.
 
____ 4. The Attorney General (Eric Holder)
 
   a)  is the accountant for U.S. money  

       and debt. 
  b)  travels to different countries to   

 meet with their leaders. 
  c)  enforces federal laws. 
  d)  oversees the Army, Navy, Air   

 Force, and Marine Corps.

____ 5.  The line of succession is
  
  a) a plan for the government to   

    continue if something happens   
       to the President. 

  b)  a plan for seating at the Cabinet   
 meetings. 

  c)  a line for cafeteria meals. 
  d)  a plan to succeed in an election. 

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
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____  6. Facebook is a form of 

  a) Internet safety. 
  b)  advertising. 
  c)  Twitter. 
  d)    social media. 

____  7. Inviting other people to see one’s Facebook 
page is called

  
  a)  bullying. 
  b)  friending. 
  c)  clicking. 
  d)  reuniting. 

____  8. Facebook users can NOT post this on their 
Facebook page:  

  
  a)  hate speech. 
  b)  photographs. 
  c)  messages. 
  d)  interests. 

____  9. Political candidates use Facebook to
  
  a)  reunite with old friends. 
  b)  help get elected. 
  c)  find people with similar interests. 
  d)  learn more about their favorite   

 singers or movie stars.
  
____  10.  Some people lost their jobs because of 

Facebook. That’s because 
  
  a)  they had a very nice personal profile. 

b)  they had their telephone number and  
 address on their Facebook page. 

  c)  they spent time on Facebook instead  
 of working. 

  d)  they belonged to interest groups. 



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, make it true. Write 
a word to replace the underlined word. 

____  11. May is Asian and Pacific 
Islander Heritage Month.            
______________________________

____  12. Judo, karate, tae kwan do, and 
tai chi are forms of Asian dances.               
______________________________

____  13.  Cinco de Mayo is an important holiday 
for Asian Americans.

     _____________________________

____  14.  Mother’s Day is the second Monday in 
May. 

              ______________________________

____  15. Memorial Day is to honor to the soldiers 
who died in U.S. wars.

             ________________________________

____  16. Benjamin Franklin lived in New York 
City.  

               ______________________________

____  17.  Franklin published a newspaper. 
______________________________

____   18. Franklin started the first free public 
post office. 

              ______________________________

____  19. Lake Superior is one of the Five Small 
Lakes. 

              ______________________________

____  20. Lake Superior is the largest salt-water 
lake in the world.   
______________________________

III. Building Vocabulary
 
Write the best word to complete each sentence. 
Write the letter of that word on the line in front 
of the number.  
   Word List

 A.  growl F. urge
 B. insulin G. saying
 C.  Pentagon     H. steady
 D. stranger I. vowel
 E.  expert                     J. shore                  

____  21. The large office building for the 
Department of Defense is called the

              ____________________________.  
   
____  22. The brain needs a ______________ 

supply of fuel to work.

____  23. A dog may __________ to show that it 
is angry.

____  24. A person you don’t know is a 
_______________ to you. 

____  25. An _________________ is a person 
who knows a lot about a subject. 

____  26. A sound in a language such as a, ah, e, 
i, o, ou, u, is a _________________.

____  27. A hormone that regulates 
the life and death of cells is 
_____________________.

____  28. Haste makes waste is a _____________ 
from Poor Richard’s Almanac.

____  29.  Land next to a lake or ocean is the 
_________________. 

____  30. Strongly advise someone to do 
something: I ________________ you to 
take care of your health.
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