
Dear Colleagues:

Whew, are we at June at last? If 
you haven’t sent in your ideas for 
improvements, or new columns or things 
to cut from Easy English NEWS, there’s 
still time...I didn’t make a report card this 
year, and will just leave it to teachers and 
readers to send whatever comes to mind. 
What old or new features do you want in 
Easy English NEWS next year? We’ve 
been following teachers’ and readers’ 
advice for the past 17 years because it’s 
your newspaper. 

I know budgets will be tight; ours are, 
too. So even though the post office and 
UPS and other costs edge up, we are 
maintaining the same prices as last year for 
next year...good until December 31, 2013, 
so any orders for future issues that are 
placed now or up until December 31 will 
get all future copies at this year’s price. 

Will you need Easy English NEWS for 
your summer program? The June issue 
will work well, with calendar and Fourth 
of July material. Order before June 28, 
however, as the office will be closed from 
June 29 to July 15. 

Do you know of refugee centers, large 
charities, or teacher training programs that 
would want 300 copies of back issues of 
Easy English NEWS? We have some boxes 
lining our hallways. We can ship them out 
to deserving programs that have limited 
funds. We’ll pay the UPS costs, just want 
to find our wonderful back issues good 
homes. We’re not offering free smaller 
quantities because of the extra costs of 
handling and shipping. Call or email us 
with name and address.

Suggestions for summer activities for 
ESL students: Discuss summer activities 
for improving English and for continuing 
education. Have students set a goal for 
themselves for new vocabulary learned, 
or books read, or movies watched in 
English. Help students see that their 
intention to learn English can mean a lot 
to their future. If students are leaving your 
program, invite them to subscribe to Easy 
English NEWS to have ongoing English 
reading material and cultural information 
delivered to their door. They might also 
want to order books for self study. Please 
see our website www.elizabethclaire.com 

Elizabeth Claire’s 

or our catalogue for other suggestions. If 
you would like to give our catalogue to 
each of your students so they can order on 
their own, call our office to request them: 
1-888-296-1090, toll free.

It’s always difficult to choose what to 
write about for our top front page story. 
It is usually something in current events, 
either happening news or behind the scenes 
of the news. I don’t like to write about 
war, terrorists, bombing, maiming, etc. I 
think that the media does enough of that 
sensationalist “if it bleeds, it leads” kind 
of thing. On the other hand, if there is an 
ongoing bad news that stays in the news 
for a while, it’s important that our readers 
know what Americans are thinking and 
talking about, and have the language they 
need to talk about it too. This month, I had 
to wait a few weeks for feel-good news.

Getting to the Top (pages 1 and 9)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
locate Manhattan on a U.S. map; They 
will be able to tell why One World Trade 
Center is important to all Americans; 
they’ll be able to give four facts about the 
new building. 

Procedures:  Before you distribute Easy 
English NEWS, draw a rough stick figure 
of a very tall skyscraper. Include a tall 
spire on the top. Define the word spire. 
Ask if anyone watched TV to see the 
raising of the spire onto One World Trade 
Center. Write questions on the board: 
Where is One World Trade Center? How 
tall is it? What happened on May 2? What 
happened to the old skyscrapers in this 
place on September 11, 2001? How long 
did it take to build the building? When 
will it open?  Then before students have 
the newspapers, read the article to them. 
Have them raise their hands when they 
hear an answer to one of the questions. 
Then distribute the newspaper and have 
students look at the photographs and read 
the captions. Then have students read the 
article silently or out loud. Ask about their 
home country skyscrapers or buildings. 

At the Beach (pages 1 and 10)

Objectives: To encourage students to 
venture out to lakes and beaches, and to 
be aware of beach etiquette and safety. 
Procedure: Bring in any data on beaches 

near you—websites, phone numbers, etc. 
On a U.S. map, have students locate and 
name states that touch the Atlantic Ocean, 
Pacific Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, or the 
Great Lakes. Locate the beaches closest to 
you on the map. If there are swimmable 
lakes in your state, point these out. Ask 
who has gone to the beach since being in 
the U.S. to tell some of the things they 
saw and did there. Who lived near a beach 
in their home country? What other places 
do people go to cool off in the summer? 
Have students be aware of any such places 
in your area. Bring in information about 
them, driving or public transportation, 
costs, and services. Elicit safety rules and 
beach manners. Then read the article and 
add to the safety rules. 

Events in June (pages 2 and 3)

Have students find the dates for each 
of the events in the month and write 
those in the calendar. Also, write in any 
school events, tests, and graduation, as 
well as personal events such as birthdays 
and anniversaries. Ask what holidays are 
celebrated in their home countries in June. 

Flag Day  Point out that Americans have 
strong feelings about the flag; a pledge is 
said daily in many schools; the national 
anthem is about the flag. Have students 
learn the Pledge of Allegiance, and the 
meaning of the words. Point out that 
these words express an ideal that we live 
toward, even if it is not always realized. 
Have students draw and color the flag, and 
the flags of their home countries. Display 
these.

Talk about purposes for a flag. (A 
uniting symbol; patriotic feelings; war 
identification, ID for ships.) What are their 
feelings about their own country’s flag? 
Explain that the test to become a citizen 
includes questions about the flag. Listen 
to/sing the Star-Spangled Banner. Tell the 
story of how it was written during a battle 
in the War of 1812. Teach additional flag 
manners and customs such as: the flag 
flown at half mast for national sorrow. 
More at www. http://realtytimes.com/
rtpages/20080703_flag.htm

Weddings Talk about wedding customs 
in the U.S. and in their home countries. 
Ask questions such as: Are there any 
special times when it’s considered lucky to 
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get married? Have any married students 
tell about their wedding day. 

Father’s Day Talk about men’s roles and 
women’s roles in the U.S. and how they 
have been changing. Have students talk 
about their fathers, uncles, step fathers, 
grandfathers, or other men in their lives 
who have helped them or influenced them. 
Make a chart on the board of parental 
duties. Ask students to copy the chart 
and fill in their own information telling 
if this work is done by mothers, fathers, 
both, older children, or nobody. Examples: 
works to support the family; cooks; shops 
for food; cleans the house; takes out 
the garbage; washes clothes; takes care 
of small children; sets rules for older 
children; helps children with homework; 
goes to parent conferences with teachers; 
drives the car; fixes things that are broken; 
carries heavy things; decides how to spend 
family’s money; pays the bills; protects the 
family; makes important decisions for the 
family; drives the car; takes care of the 
car.  

Graduation Discuss graduation 
procedures and ceremonies at your school. 
Act out a graduation ceremony, with 
different students taking different roles: 
Master of ceremonies, valedictorian, 
salutatorian, guest speaker, awards 
presenter, presenter of diplomas, graduates. 
Discuss credits and requirements for 
graduation at your school. Point out the 
financial value of a high school diploma 
and further training or eduction. Explain 
opportunities to get a GED. 

Prom Night  Is there a prom at your 
school? Bring in someone to talk about 
it. Show pictures of events, dress, and 
activities at the prom. Find out what local 
funds are available to help students pay for 
the expenses of the prom (recycled prom 
dresses, for example).

Summer begins  Ask students about 
summer plans, work, summer school, 
vacation, or travel. Is there a summer 
break in their native countries? How long 
is it? What do students usually do in the 
summers? Is there homework over the 
summer?

Independence Day  Let your students 
know where local fireworks displays may 
be enjoyed. Caution students about laws 
regarding personal use of fireworks, and 
the safety concerns. Read about The Birth 
of the United States on page 7.  

This Is Your Page (page 4) 

After reading the stories, have students 

relate them to their own lives. Ask 
questions such as: What dreams have you 
had? What is your dream for the future? 
How do you make a dream come true? 
Have you been confused at a gas station? 
Tell about it. Has anyone in your family 
had the chicken pox? Tell about it. What 
words do you use for addressing strangers 
in your native language? Do you play a 
musical instrument? Tell about it.

Your Health: My Favorite Teas 
(page 5) 

Procedures: Bring in, if possible, a hot 
water maker, and some samples of teas, 
and some Styrofoam cups. Make several 
kinds of teas for a “tea tasting.” Explain 
the difference between herbal tea and 
ordinary tea. (Herbal tea has no caffeine. 
In a store, herbal tea is marked “herbal” 
whereas caffeinated tea may be confused, 
especially if it has been flavored...such as 
Blackberry Tea) Ask students if they ever 
use any kinds of tea for health purposes 
and to tell about them. How do you 
prepare tea? Point out that while teas have 
some medicinal properties, they won’t 
hear them advertised on television the way 
drug medicines are. This is because they 
are not patented by a drug company. No 
one owns any special kind of herbal tea. 
Remind students that Dr. Ali’s column is 
for general information...if students have 
a medical or health problem, they should 
contact their own health professional.

Rocky Mountain National Park 
(page 6)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
locate the Rocky Mountain range, tell the 
states that the mountains are in, locate 
Colorado on a map of the U.S., and Rocky 
Mountain National Park in Colorado. 
Bring in additional photos and information 
about the park. Explain that national 
parks are land set aside for the enjoyment 
of everyone, and paid for by taxpayers. 
Encourage students to plan to go to a 
national park one day. Have students write 
to the National Park Service requesting 
information, brochures, photos, and maps 
of the park. Or print out information from 
the park’s website. Have class calculate the 
distance from your city, how best to travel, 
where to stay, what to bring, and what to 
do to enjoy all of the adventures there. 

The Birth of the United States  
(page 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
explain how Thomas Paine’s book helped 
Americans decide to fight for their freedom 
from Britain. They will explain why the 
“birthday” of the U.S. is July 4, 1776, but 

Britain did not grant independence until 
1783. (Point out that Britain and England 
refer to the same country). Students will be 
able to give five reasons the British were 
stronger, and five reasons that the Patriots 
defeated them eventually anyway. (British: 
More money, weapons, training, German 
soldiers, help from Loyalists.) (Patriots:  
Good leadership; fighting for their own 
homes and liberty; help from France and 
other European countries; Patriots knew 
the geography of the land; and they were 
close to their own supplies.) (They also 
used “guerrilla warfare”, hiding behind 
trees rather than walking in full formation 
into battle. They retreated a lot, to come 
back to fight another day, rather than 
surrender; they didn’t give up after losing 
a battle.)  

Procedures: Discuss these two 
situations: 1. The people who signed the 
Declaration of Independence risked being 
hanged as traitors if they lost, and 2. The 
people who stayed loyal to the existing 
government, risked their homes and safety, 
and did lose, and were driven off their 
land. Had anything like that happened in 
students’ home countries? Have students 
imagine what might have happened if the 
British had won. 

Using the map of the original states, have 
students name the new states that were 
created out of the territory of the original 
states. (Alabama, Tennessee, Kentucky, 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Vermont, 
Maine) 

 ANSWERS

 1. a 

 2. b

 3. c

 4. a

 5. c

 6. c

 7. a

 8. d

 9. a

10. a

11. F (June 14)

12. F (13      
      stripes)

13. F (liberty)

14. F (stand  
         up)

15. T 

16. F (Canada) 

17. T

18. T

19. F (July)

20. F (France)

21. D (skyscraper)

22. C (retreat)

23. H (marathon)

24. J (beacon)

25. B    
     (ammunition)

26. F (engaged)

27. A (continent)

28. E (patriotic)

29. G (peak)

30. I (reform) 



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

____  1.  One World Trade Center is in  
 
  a)  New York City.
  b)  Chicago.
  c)  Dubai.
  d)  Los Angeles.
 
____  2.  The building will be 1,776 feet tall 

because 
 
  a)  construction started in 1776.
  b)  the Declaration of Independence   

 was signed that year.
  c)  terrorists attacked the Twin   

 Towers in 1776.
  d)  It will cost $1,776,000,000. 

____  3. Who will fasten the spire into place? 
  
  a)  Carpenters.
  b)  Port Authority owners.
  c)  Ironworkers.
  d)  Designers of the building.
 

____  4. What is the purpose of the spire?

  a)  To broadcast radio and television   
     signals

  b)  To let people have a good view   
 from the top

  c)  To have extra office space
  d)  To add to the safety of the    

 building

____  5. When will One World Trade Center be 
completed?

   a) 2001
  b)  2013
  c)  2014
  d)  2015

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
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____  6.  The most popular summer activity in the 
U.S. is 

 
  a) going to summer school.
  b) going to a national park.
  c) going to a beach.
  d) going to a prom.

____  7. Clean Beaches Week is like

  a)   Earth Day for the beach.
    b) the Fourth of July.
  c) a wedding.
  d) June 14.

____  8. It’s safer to swim at beaches 

  a) that are polluted.
  b) that have a rip current.
  c) that have storm drains.
  d) that have a lifeguard.

____  9. You need a sunscreen 

  a)  that has an SPF of 15 or higher.
  b)  that is stronger than a rip current.
  c) that blocks out only Ultraviolet B  

 rays. 
  d)  that helps you swim faster.

____  10. Beach water is dirtiest 

  a)  after a heavy rain.
  b) when it has not rained for a long   

 time.
  c) at dawn and at dusk.
  d) far from any storm drains.



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, make it true. Write 
a word to replace the underlined word. 

____  11. Flag Day is July 4. 
______________________________

____  12. There are 50 stars and 50 stripes on the 
American flag.

              ______________________________

____  13.  “...one nation, under God, with 
independence and justice for all.” 
______________________________

____  14.  It is good manners to sit down while 
citizens are saying the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

                ______________________________

____  15.  Students who complete school get a 
diploma when they graduate. 

              _______________________________

____  16. The country to the north of the United 
States is Mexico.

              ______________________________

____  17.  Rocky Mountain National Park is in 
Colorado.

             _____________________________

____   18. Thomas Paine’s book, “Common 
Sense,” helped Americans to 
declare their independence.                 
______________________________

____  19.  June 4, 1776 is the birthday of the 
United States.  
______________________________

____  20. The United States won their war for 
independence with the help of Britain.

                ______________________________

 III. Building Vocabulary
 
Write the best word to complete each sentence. 
Write the letter of that word on the line in front 
of the number.  
   Word List

 A. continent  F.  engaged
 B. ammunition G. peak
 C. retreat H.  marathon   
 D. skyscraper I. reform
 E. patriotic J. beacon

____  21. A very tall building may be called a 
__________________________.

____  22. An army may stop fighting and 
______________________  from a 
stronger army.

____  23.  A race of 26 miles is a _____________.

____  24. A bright light that can be seen far away 
is a _________________________.

____  25. Guns need ____________________ 
before they can shoot.

____  26. John and Suzie are 
_________________. They are 
planning to get married next spring.

____  27. A large body of land (such as North 
America) is a ___________________.

____  28. A person who loves his or her country is 
_______________________________. 

____  29. The highest place on a mountain is the 
_______________________.

____  30. To ___________________ something is 
to change it and make it better. 
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