
Dear Colleague:

It’s Earth Month, and none too soon. I 
think it makes a difference each year in 
reminding people, ourselves, etc. about 
how to it’s possible to save the planet 
when we all work together. 

I hope you are taking advantage of the 
cloze tests, word test, and short answer 
tests at my website. You can use them as 
pre-tests, and again as post-tests.

        Elizabeth Claire

Is Earth in Danger?  
(pages 1 and 6)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
what happened in Chelyabinsk, Russia, 
on February 15, giving weight, speed, and 
resulting damage. They will be able to tell 
why NASA could not predict that meteor, 
while it could predict the asteroid that 
passed the same day. They will be able 
to tell what NASA is doing to be able to 
predict future dangerous asteroids. They’ll 
know the meaning of NEOs (near earth 
objects) and PHOs (potentially hazardous 
objects). They will tell what happened 
when an asteroid impacted Earth 65 milion 
years ago, and how scientists today are 
hoping to prepare to prevent such an 
impact. 

Background: naming the objects 
in space: asteroid, meteroid, meteor, 
meteorite. An asteroid is an object (smaller 
than a planet) made of rock and/or metal 
orbiting the sun. A meteroid is a small 
asteroid. When a meteroid comes into our 
atmosphere, the friction heats it and it 
burns up. Then it is a meteor. (These are 
what we generally call shooting stars...but 
they are not shooting and are not stars.) If 
any part of the meteor is left and hits the 
earth, the rock is called a meteorite.

Procedures: Elicit what students know or 
remember from news events from February 
15, if any. Explain what NASA is (National 
Aeronautic and Space Administration.) 
Ask what questions they would have for 
NASA. Write these questions on the board. 
Also write: How big was the meteor? How 
fast was it going? Did scientists recover 
it? What damage did it do? Then read the 
article, and have students tell when any of 

the questions are answered. Explain that 
the possibility of an asteroid big enough to 
wipe out the human race is very remote...
not at all likely to happen in their lifetime.  
(maybe less than one in 65 million years) 
Discuss: Should humans prepare for 
it? (According to NASA, it would be 
necessary to know the asteroid’s location 
and path 10 years in advance in order to be 
able to send a mission to change its path.)

Paying taxes—part 2  
(pages 1 and 5)

Objectives: Students will become 
familiar with the procedure for collecting 
income data and where to get help 
preparing a tax return if needed. They will 
understand the concept of interest income 
and deductible expenses. They will be 
able to tell which kinds of expenses would 
make it a good idea to itemize deductions.  
They will know the due date for filing and 
paying taxes, as well as the fact they can 
file for an extension if they need more 
time. 

Presume all of your students are here 
legally and if working, working “on the 
books,” but do not ask. 

Problem: The IRS has stopped mailing 
tax packages to tax payers who paid taxes 
the previous year. Very few libraries and 
post offices are making the tax forms 
available. This is because most people 
are doing their taxes online...It saves the 
government a few billion dollars not to 
print out the instructions and forms. But 
what are immigrants and older people to 
do if they don’t have a computer? 1-800-
829-3676 – Monday through Friday 7 am 
to 7 pm, if you need to order tax-return 
forms or instructions. Call 1-800-829-1040  
if you have tax questions regarding your 
personal income taxes. Help is available in 
English and Spanish. 

If age appropriate, print out some EZ tax 
forms from www.irs.gov for students to 
fill out. There are 26 pages of instructions 
for the 1040EZ form, and 46 pages for the 
1040 regular form! Have students read  the 
article and stop after each paragraph to 
clarify comprehension. Use the numbers on 
Shirley M. Werkin’s W-2 statement to have 
students fill in the 1040EZ form on page 5, 
or use forms you have brought in from the 
post office. Have students enjoy the humor 

in the fictitious name: Surely am working. 

Let them use the tax table for 1040EZ 
to see if Shirley owes money or will get a 
refund. Explain “rounding.” 

Line 1: 31,482  Line 2: 0   
Line 3: 0   Line 4: 31,482  
Line 5: 9,570   Line 6: 21,732 
Line 7: 4,055  Line 8a: 0   
Line 9: 4,055  Line 10: 2,824  
Line 11a 1,231 refund 
11b leave blank, but show students how 
to find these numbers on their checks if 
they have a checking account (and never 
tell them to any unauthorized person). 

Conclusion: Shirley M. Werkin will get 
a refund: $1,231. Explain “third party” = 
a tax person who can discuss this with an 
IRS agent if there are any questions. Yes 
or no. If you check no, leave the name 
blank. Important: Sign and date the return. 
Give your occupation and daytime phone 
number. If you paid someone to prepare 
the tax for you, their name must be entered 
(skip for now).

Explain that the IRS can deposit the 
refund into one’s bank acount in about four 
weeks, or the person can wait for it to be 
mailed, which can take about 6 - 12 weeks. 

Have students be able to tell two reasons 
for filing, even if they do not owe taxes: 
1. They may get a refund if they paid too 
much tax. 2. They may qualify for Earned 
Income Credit if they earned very little 
during last year. Explain the services 
of VITA (Volunteers for Income Tax 
Assistance). If appropriate, have someone 
come into your class to talk about taxes 
and tax returns. The difference between 
wages and salary: A salary is a yearly rate, 
divided by months or weeks. A salaried 
person may have to work overtime to get 
a job done, without extra pay. A person 
working for wages gets paid for the 
hours they work. They get 1 + 1/2 times 
their rate hours over 40 hours per week 
(overtime). 

Events in April (pages 2 and 3)

Did March go out like a lamb? Discuss 
the weather at the end of March with 
students, reminding them of the adage: 
“March comes in like a lion and goes out 
like a lamb.” (Of course, this will depend 

Elizabeth Claire’s 

Quizzes and Teacher’s Guide April 2013



on where you live.)

Calendar: Elicit from your students 
any special days celebrated in their 
countries in April. Also, ask who 
has a birthday, anniversary, or other 
celebration in April. What school events 
will take place in April? Have students 
write these directly on the calendar. 

April Fools’ Day  Plan a gentle 
trick to play on your class on April 
Fools ‘Day. (Hang pictures in the 
class upside down; have the calendar 
turned to June; announce a surprise 
test; put the wastebasket on your desk; 
wear non-matching earrings and non-
matching shoes; reverse things that can 
be reversed, etc.; bring in a practical 
joke prop such as a foam that looks 
like a heavy rock, a squirting ring, 
etc.) Read the article, point out that the 
lies or tricks are supposed to be fun 
for both people, and are not cruel, sad, 
embarrassing, or dangerous. 

The illustration is an opportunity to 
teach structures such as upside down, 
backwards, and prepositions. Teach 
such structures as “The moon is upside 
down.” “The man has one shoe on and 
one shoe off.” Have students work in 
pairs finding the things wrong with the 
picture. Have them write their sentences. 
Go over the answers as well as the 
structures. Have students create their 
own picture full of impossible things 
for others to find. Have them write 
sentences of their own for the answers. 
Check their sentences. 

National Poetry Month   
Objectives: Students will spend time 
enjoying poetry, telling poems they 
know in their home language, and 
learning poetic devices and some 
simple poetic forms. Procedures: Have 
students tell poems they already know 
by heart either in English or their native 
language. Elicit: What is a poem? 
How is it different from an article in a 
newspaper or a story or letter? Read 
the poem “Simple Happiness” by Rene 
Soto Villagran. (Rene writes poetry in 
Spanish, but says it was his first poem 
in English.) What happens in the poem? 
Is the poem realistic or imaginative? 
What emotion does the poet want to 
share? What age do you think the poet 
is in the poem? Read about the common 
poetic devices. Ask if students can find 
any of these devices in the poem. Bring 
in any short favorite, easy poems you 
find appropriate for the age and interest 
of your students. Have students illustrate 
a poem, write a poem, or recite a poem 
from memory during Poetry Month. 

Earth Day   
Objectives: Students will know what 
activities, fairs, festivals, clean ups, etc. 
are scheduled in your area and how to 
take part in them. They will be able to tell 
several things they can do to help keep the 
environment clean. Preparation: get a list 
of local Earth Day activities and ideas.  

Procedures: Brainstorm simple things 
students can do as a class for Earth Day. 
Think about bringing your class outdoors if 
weather permits to check out the trees and 
signs of spring, and look for any clean-up 
jobs that need doing around the building 
or grounds. For safety, supply gloves if 
the task is to pick up stuff. Mention that 
when the word earth is used as the name 
of a planet, then it takes a capital letter. 
Otherwise, not. (Just as Mars, Venus, 
Mercury, etc. always have a capital letter.)

Administrative Professionals’ Day 
Invite an administrative professional 
(school secretary, etc.) to come to your 
class to explain his or her job, and to 
answer questions about it. Have students 
prepare a list of questions they might ask 
the visitor. What education and training 
do you need to do your job? What do you 
like about your job? What’s hard about the 
job? Help students appreciate that most 
endeavors, like schools, businesses, etc. 
do not depend on one person but on a team 
of many people. Have students learn the 
names of the office workers and custodians 
in school and have each student choose one 
to write a thank you letter to. Have this be 
a day of appreciation as well as a day of 
career education. 

This is your page (page 4)

Ask students to tell of their own driving 
experiences and discuss driving rules. 
Have students spent time in the emergency 
room? Tell about it. What can you do when 
the electricity goes out? Have you ever 
gone window shopping? What is the rate 
for sales tax in your state (city)? Are there 
dangers in giving personal information 
to  strangers? Tell your experiences. Does 
your language have separate words for 
fingers and toes? 

Heroes and History 
April 19, 1775 (page 7)

How much do your students know about 
the early history of the United States? 
Many students may have learned about 
the Declaration of Independence, but 
do not fully understand the reasons that 
Americans fought the British. Bring in the 
poem by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, 
“The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere.” 

Listen, my children and you shall hear

Of the midnight ride of Paul Revere,
On the eighteenth of April, in seventy-five;
(Hardly a man is now alive
Who remembers that famous day and year.)

He said to his friend, “If the British march
By land or sea from the town to-night,
Hang a lantern aloft in the belfry arch
Of the North Church tower as a signal light,--
One if by land, and two if by sea;
And I on the opposite shore will be,
Ready to ride and spread the alarm
Through every Middlesex village and farm,
For the country folk to be up and to arm.”

Have students look or listen for the 
poetic devices: rhythm; rhyming words: 
hear, Revere, year; five, alive; march, arch; 
light, tonight; alliteration: hear, ride, revere; 
lantern aloft in the belfry; arch, church; 
assonance: eighteenth of April; famous, day; 
repetition: if by land, if by sea. 

Funny stuff (page 8)

This is an example of a typical American 
“sick joke.” We make fun of things that upset 
us or make us anxious. The idea of death 
is high among them. Avoid discussing this 
joke if you sense that it can be painful to 
some. Ask if this kind of joke exists in their 
language and if so, have students tell their 
jokes. 

At the movies (page 11)

Bring in music from Les Mis to play in the 
background. Ask if any students have seen 
the movie and to tell about it. When the DVD 
is available, show selected parts of it. (You 
might want to avoid the scenes of Fantine’s 
prostitution.  

16. F (Party)

17. F (British 
Parliament)

18. F (Paul Revere)

19. T 

20. F (Revolution)

21. C (calculate)

22. A (toxin)

23. F (orbit)

24. H (receipt)

25. I (atmosphere)

26. E (itemize)

27. J (optimal)

28. G (pension)

29. B (rebel)

30. D (alliteration)

ANSWERS 

1. c

2. a   

3. a

4. d

5. b

6. a

7. d 

8. b

9. c

10. d

11. F (April)

12. F (first)

13. F (trees)

14. F (Britain)

15. T 



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

___    1. For how long did scientists know about 
Asteroid 2012 DA14 that came within 
17,000 miles earth on February 15? 

   a) Two days.
  b) Six months.
  c) One year.
  d) Ten years. 

____  2. Where did a meteor actually fall to earth 
that same day?

   a) Chelyabinsk, Russia.
  b) Yucatan, Mexico.
  c) Winslow, Arizona. 
  d) Siberia.

____  3. Why didn’t scientists predict that 
meteor?

  
   a) They don’t have telescopes strong   

    enough to see something that small.
  b) It was going too fast. 
  c) It came in the early morning. 
  d) They weren’t looking.
 

____  4. When did a meteor wipe out 70% of all 
living species on earth?

  a) 1908.
  b) February 15, 2013.
  c) This never happened.  
  d) 65 million years ago. 

____  5.  Asteroids come from 

  a) comets.
  b) a ring of asteroids between the orbits  

   of Mars and Jupiter.
  c) the Sun.
  d) Siberia.

____  6. Americans must file income tax returns by 

  a) April 15.
  b) April 1.
  c) April 30.
  d) May 20.

____  7. The government agency that collects taxes 
is  

  a) the FBI.
  b) the W-2.  
  c) the 1090EZ.
  d)  the IRS.

____  8. Wages, interest, tips, pensions, and salaries 
are forms of 

  a) taxes.
  b) income.
  c) penalties.
  d) schedules.

____  9. Mortgage interest, property taxes, medical 
expenses, and donations to charity are 
examples of 

  a) audits.
  b) legal documents.
  c) deductible expenses.
  d) penalties.

____  10.  The punishment for tax fraud is
  
  a) a refund. 
  b) a donation.
  c) an audit.
  d) a fine or a jail term.

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
April 2013 Quiz I
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Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

II. Events in April

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, write a word to 
replace the underlined word to make the sentence 
true. 

____  11. Earth Day is in the month of June.                  
                ______________________________

____  12. People play tricks and fool 
others on April second. 
_______________________________

____  13. Arbor Day is a day to plant flowers. 
_______________________________

____  14.  Before 1776, thirteen colonies 
in America belonged to France.                  
______________________________

____  15. The colonists did not like 
taxation without representation.                  
______________________________

____  16. Colonists threw tea into the water 
and called it the Boston Tea Tax.                 
______________________________

____  17. The Continental Congress punished the 
city of Boston, closed its port and ended 
trial by jury in Massachusetts.

           ________________________________

____  18. King George rode to Lexington 
to warn the Americans that 
the British were coming. 
_______________________________

____  19. Minutemen were American farmers who 
could be ready to fight in a minute.

               ______________________________

____  20. The first battles of the American Civil 
War were at Lexington and Concord, 
Massachusetts.    
_______________________________

 III. Building Vocabulary

 Write the letter of the best word for each 
sentence. 
   Word List

A. toxin   F. orbit
B. rebel   G. pension
C. calculate   H. receipt
D. alliteration  I.  atmosphere
E. itemize   J.  optimal

____  21. To ______________ is to add, subtract, 
multiply, or divide numbers.

____  22. A _________________ is a poison that 
is made by a plant, animal, or bacteria.

____  23. The path of a planet or asteroid around 
the sun is its _________________.

____  24. When you buy something or pay a bill, 
you can get a ______________.

____  25. The ___________________ is the air 
around the Earth.

____  26. A person can _________________ tax 
deductible expenses on Schedule A.

____  27. _____________________ health is the 
very best health a person can have. 

____  28. When a person retires, he or she 
may get money in the form of a 
____________________. 

____  29. A person who fights against his 
or her country’s government is a  
______________.

____  30. Repeating the same consonants in words 
in a poem is a poetic device called  
____________________.
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