
Dear Colleague:

Welcome back to a new school year, a 
new set of students, and renewed energy. 
Easy English NEWS is now in its 18th 
year! Since last June, we’ve won two 
exciting awards: The New Jersey TESOL/
BE President’s Award, and the Mensa 
Education and Research Foundation 
Intellectual Benefit to Society Award. I’m 
blown away! Whuh hoo!

If you are a new subscriber, be sure to 
take advantage of the numerous teacher 
aids available. In addition to this monthly 
Teacher’s Guide and quizzes, at my 
website you’ll find six cloze exercises 
for each issue as well as a “which-word-
does-not-belong” quiz, and a short answer 
quiz. If you didn’t get our 24-page booklet 
“How To Use Easy English NEWS in your 
ESL Classroom” you can download that 
free, as well. www.elizabethclaire.com

Elizabeth Claire

What does a president do? 
(Pages 1 and 10)

A presidential election year is a great 
opportunity for generating an interest in 
what makes the nation tick, how elections 
work, the checks and balances, and the 
underlying principles of a democratic 
government. It’s a challenge to make 
such abstract and complex procedures 
comprehensible to newcomers who may 
have experienced quite different forms 
of government. Whether your students 
are already citizens or intend to become 
citizens, or have no chance to be citizens, 
it’s still useful for them and the rest of us 
to know how the government is intended 
to work.

Objectives: Students will be able to 
list ten jobs or powers of the President of 
the United States. They will explore and 
compare the powers of leaders in their 
native countries. Procedures: Ask students 
questions such as: Who is the President of 
the United States now? Who is the leader 
of your home country? How did that 
person become the leader? What are the 
responsibilities and powers of that leader? 
How long can that person be a leader? 
How long can an American president be 
president? What will happen on November 
6? What do you think are the jobs and 

powers of the President of the United 
States? Let’s find out. List the jobs and 
powers the students mention on the board, 
and as you read the article, either write yes 
for a job he has, or no for a job or power 
he doesn’t have. 

 Build the vocabulary your students need 
to understand the article. Use the photos on 
page 10 of former presidents in action to 
illustrate some of the jobs of a president. 
Have students look for, and bring in, 
photos of the president, or the leader of 
their own country performing duties of the 
office. Post the pictures around the room 
with appropriate captions. 

When an earthquake hits  
(pages 1 and 9) 

Objectives: Students will practice 
responding quickly and safely in case of 
shaking ground. About a fourth of our 
readers are either from countries that 
have frequent earthquakes or now live in 
regions of the United States that have had 
or may have earthquakes. The procedures 
that might be recommended in Haiti or 
Turkey or Bangladesh are different from 
the recommendations given for protecting 
oneself in the types of buildings in the 
United States. “Run outside” is good 
advice if your roof is made of adobe, 
stone, or masonry. It’s not good advice in 
the United States. Drop, Cover, and Hold 
On are the recommended steps in the U.S. 
when the ground trembles. 

Procedures: Define the word earthquake 
and elicit students’ prior knowledge of 
earthquakes. Ask questions such as: Have 
you ever been in an earthquake? Have you 
seen an earthquake on television? Where? 
What happens in an earthquake? Then read 
the article, developing vocabulary as you 
go. Practice in your classroom to drop, 
get under a table or desk, and hold on. 
Have them do it in slow motion to avoid 
collisions with each other. If there aren’t 
sufficient desks and tables, mention the 
second alternative, getting near an interior 
wall, dropping there and covering their 
heads. 

If you live in earthquake country, talk 
about ways to prepare in advance, and how 
to manage the dangers and difficulties after 
an earthquake.

Events in September  
(pages 2 and 3)

Labor Day  Ask questions such as: Did 
you see a Labor Day parade last year? Do 
you know anyone who belongs to a union? 
What is the purpose of a union? Is there 
a day to celebrate workers in your home 
country? (May 1 is International Labor 
Day). 

This could be a time to learn names of 
various common jobs and occupations. 
Why do you think that most of the hardest 
work has been done by immigrants in 
the U.S.? (Physical work in construction 
didn’t need English; immigrants came with 
good construction skills; immigrants were 
willing to work hard because they had 
escaped worse conditions in their home 
country, for a few examples.) 

Hispanic American Heritage Month  
Explain that there are special months in 
the U.S. for celebrating the history and 
the culture of different minority groups. 
Minority group = a group of people whose 
numbers are less than half of the total 
number of people. If there are Latinos 
in your class, have them talk about 
heroes in their home country and their 
accomplishments. Have them bring in 
music, art, costumes, photos, etc. depicting 
their culture and history. Have them plan 
a way to demonstrate Latino cultures to 
the school or join with whatever groups 
are planning heritage activities. Work 
with a hemisphere map or world map and 
have your students learn the locations and 
names of Latin countries of the Caribbean, 
and of Central and South America as well 
as Spain and Portugal. With a U.S. map, 
find place names of Hispanic origin in the 
Southwest and Florida. (Look for El, La, 
Los, Las, San, Santo and Santa before the 
second part of the name.)

Back to School  After reading the article, 
provide or elicit or give students a research 
assignment to present useful information 
about the school you are in: the school 
address; how many students (boys, girls) 
attend; how many teachers, classrooms, 
and support personnel are there. It’s a good 
time to learn many facts and vocabulary 
items about your school: names of 
subjects, teachers, principal, departments, 
floors, offices, and requirements for 
graduation. For juniors and seniors, it’s a 
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good time to have the school guidance 
counselor come in to give a talk about 
requirements for graduation; for 
applying to college; college costs; local 
community colleges; vocational schools; 
and so forth. 

Literacy Month  September is 
national literacy month. Teach book 
and library vocabulary. Visit the school 
library with the class. Take a trip to the 
local public library. Call in advance 
to find the ID requirements for library 
cards, tell students to bring those 
(a utility bill for example, to prove 
residency), and to make an appointment 
for a tour and to get cards. Set up goals 
for a number of books to read for the 
year, with milestones each month. Many 
countries do not foster the “read for 
enjoyment” idea that is prevalent in the 
U.S. Encourage students to continue 
reading fiction and non-fiction in their 
own language as well. 

Constitution Day is September 17.
Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
the purposes of a constitution, some of 
the contents of the U.S. Constitution, 
how old it is, and who wrote it. Please 
download The U.S. Constitution in 
Simple English from my website 
www.elizabethclaire.com for your 
intermediate and advanced high school 
and adult students, and let the civics and 
social studies teachers in your school 
know where to access my side-by-side, 
clause-by-clause translation of the 
Constitution into simple English. 

This Is Your Page (page 4)

As students read the stories, ask 
comprehension questions, then have 
students share their own similar stories. 
What trips have you gone on? How 
have things changed since you were 
much younger? What experience did you 
have when coming through a security 
checkpoint at an airport?

Start a collection of student stories 
for a class publication to share with 
the rest of the school or community. 
Send the best stories to Easy English 
NEWS. We publish 5 or 6 stories a 
month, and pay $15 upon publication. 
The best chance for publication comes 
from specific incidents with specific 
details of a true story that happened to 
the writer, connected with coming to 
the United States and getting adjusted 
here. We don’t publish fiction, opinion 
essays, or student poetry. Word limits: 
100-300. Email is preferred, (ESL@
elizabethclaire.com) but not required. 

The hottest year ever? (page 5)

This is a good time to help students become 
more familiar with the Fahrenheit scale. See 
my website for free materials for conversion 
tables. Ask question such as How do you keep 
cool when the weather is hot? What do you 
think will happen to the price of corn and 
vegetables and meat? What kind of weather 
have people had in your home country? Point 
out that in the 1930s it was also this hot and 
this dry.  

Gun control laws (page 5) 

The debate over guns is hot, but the 
courts have so far decided that the Second 
Amendment protects the rights of gun 
holders. For advanced students: if you 
want a classroom debate, see additional 
material at my website. I’ve posted 
two articles, one pro, and one con, gun 
control, suitable for high intermediate and 
advanced readers. 

Washington, D.C. (page 6)

What do students already know about 
Washington, D.C.? Who lives in the White 
House? Tell about the thing you saw. What 
is a memorial? A museum? Tell about it. 
Watch a video on Washington D.C. or 
bring in more photos. For beginners, read 
the caption beneath each picture one at a 
time, modeling the sentences for students 
to read after you. After completing the 
page, on another day, have students raise 
their hands to tell you the number of 
the picture when you read the texts at 
random. Have students read the page in 
pairs, taking turns. Ask who, what, where 
questions such as: Where does the House 
of Representatives meet? Where does the 
president work? What is the highest court 
in the country? 

The San Francisco Earthquake 
(page 7)

Read this article before or right after the 
survival article on page one, “When an 
earthquake hits.”  

Objectives. Students will be able to 
tell five facts about San Francisco before 
1906, and why it was called the Paris of 
the West. They will be able to locate San 
Francisco on a map of the U.S., tell the 
meaning of earthquake, explain what the 
San Andreas Fault is. They will be able 
to tell the causes of the fires after the 
earthquake and why firefighters could not 
put them out. They will be able to tell who 
helped the city to become great again. 

 Procedures. Elicit any background 
students already have about San Francisco, 
the cause of earthquakes, the things 

that might happen after an earthquake. 
Most may be familiar with scenes from the 
earthquake in Haiti. Read the article one 
paragraph at a time, asking questions on the 
content to be sure of comprehension. The 
first two paragraphs set the scene before the 
earthquake. The next nine paragraphs detail 
the rapidly developing events. Buy or borrow 
the movie San Francisco, with Clark Gable 
to see a fictional version of events before and 
after the earthquake. (The last fourth of the 
movie is the most relevant.) 

2012 Olympics (page 9)

Follow your students interests. Did you 
watch the Olympics? Were there athletes from 
your home countries? In what sports? Which 
sports look the most difficult to you? How do 
you think athletes prepare for the Olympics? 
What do the Olympics show the world? 

The race for president

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
the Republican and Democratic candidates 
for president and vice president and give five 
facts about each candidate. 

Procedures: Elicit from the class what 
they already know about the upcoming 
election: When is the election? Who are the 
candidates? What are the two major political 
parties? Who can vote in this election? How 
can a citizen register to vote? Where is the 
local polling place? Bring in any additional 
photos, videos, articles that bring the election 
to life. 

 ANSWERS

 1. b

 2. a

 3. c

 4. c

 5. d

 6. c

 7. a

 8. a

 9. a

10. c

11. F (Labor      
 Day)

12. T

13. F (autumn)

14. F       
(Constitution)

15. T

16. F  
(Washington,  D.C.)

17. F  San 
Francisco

18. T

19. F (35)

20. T

21. G (budget)

22. I (felon)

23. J (veto)

24. A (ambassador)

25. C (Oval)

26. F (Constitution)

27. B (crops)

28. H (epicenter)

29. D (eyewitness)

30. E (panic) 



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

___    1. One job of the President is to ____ the 
national laws of the United States.

   a) judge
   b) enforce
  c) break
  d) appoint

____  2. The President is the Commander-in- 
Chief of 

  a) the Armed Forces.
    b) the Congress.
  c) the Supreme Court.
  d) the White House.

____  3. The President can _____ a bill if he 
does not want it to become a law. 

  a) sign
  b) approve
  c) veto
  d) pass

____  4. The President appoints the heads of 
government departments, ambassadors 
to other countries and 

  a) national heroes.
  b) Senators.
  c) Justices of the Supreme Court.
  d) leaders of foreign countries.

____  5. The _____________ must approve of 
the treaties the President makes with 
foreign countries.

  a) Armed Forces
  b)  Supreme Court
  c) 4 million government workers
  d)  Senate

____  6. Drop, Cover, and Hold On can reduce 
injuries during

  a) hurricanes.
  b) tornados.
  c) earthquakes.
  d) floods.

____  7. If you are in bed when the ground starts 
shaking, 

  a) cover your head with a pillow.
  b) go back to sleep.
  c) get under a table or a desk.
  d)  leave the house quickly.

____  8. If you are at the shore when there is an 
earthquake, after the ground stops 
shaking,

  a) get to higher ground quickly.
  b) it’s safe to go swimming.
  c) it’s a good time to go fishing.
  d) stay inside your car.

____  9.  Stores may be closed, and gas mains may 
break. Electricity may go off after an 
earthquake. It will be good to 

  a) have a battery-operated radio.
  b) have food that can be heated in a   

 microwave.
  c) light candles so you can see.
  d) watch TV to see where the earthquake  

 hit.

____  10. The “ring of fire” is around the 

  a) Arctic Ocean
  b) Atlantic Ocean
  c) Pacific Ocean
  d) Indian Ocean

I. Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
Quiz I
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II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, make it true. Write 
a word to replace the underlined word. 

____  11. The first Monday in September is 
Constitution Day.

                ______________________________

____  12. Patriot Day is to remember the people 
who lost their lives on September 11, 
2001 . ___________________________

____  13. The first day of summer is September 
22.  

                _______________________________

____  14. The Congress  tells how a President will 
be elected. 

                 _______________________________

____  15. Latinos celebrate their culture during 
Hispanic-American Heritage Month.

                 ______________________________

____  16.  The White House is in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania.

                 ______________________________

____  17. New York City was once called the 
Paris of the West.

                ______________________________

____  18.   The San Andreas Fault runs under the 
state of California. 
______________________________

____  19.  A President must be at least 45 years 
old.

                  ______________________________.

____  20.  A president’s term is 4 years.  
_________

 III. Building Vocabulary
 
Write the best word to complete each sentence. 
Write the letter of that word on the line in front 
of the number.  
   Word List

A.  ambassador  F. Constitution
B. crops    G. budget
C. Oval   H. epicenter
D. eyewitness  I.  felon
E. panic     J.  veto

____  21. A plan for earning, saving, and 
spending money is a ____________.

____  22. A _____________________ is a person 
who has committed a serious crime.

____  23.  The president can _______________ a 
bill that he does not like.

____  24. A person who represents one 
country in another country is a / an 
_________________________. 

____  25. The President of the United States 
works in the _____________ Office.

____  26. The basic set of rules for the United 
States government are in the  ________
_______________________.

____  27. Corn, tomatoes, apples, and 
blueberries are examples of farmers’ 
____________________.

____  28.  The place where an earthquake begins 
is its ___________________________.

____  29. A person who has seen an event can be 
an ________________________.

____  30. People might _____________ when 
there is danger and they don’t know 
what to do.


