
Dear Colleague:

People around the world are interested 
in the drama and surprises of the U.S. 
election. The more background you bring 
to the class the more meaningful this 
month’s articles will be.  

Elizabeth Claire

Election 2012 (pages 1, 6, and 7)

The Issues   Objectives: Students will 
be able to tell five or six issues in the 
presidential election, and tell which issues 
are important to them personally. They 
will know of Internet resources and other 
resources to find out the candidate’s ideas 
and promises on the issues

The stands taken by the candidates don’t 
lend themselves to simplification on the 
pages of Easy English NEWS; there are 
too many nuances to simplify candidate’s 
stands. In general, Republicans stress 
individual responsibility, and the power of 
the free enterprise system to create jobs, 
and boost the economy, when businesses 
are not over regulated or too highly taxed. 
The Democrats have a stronger belief in 
the need for more social programs paid 
for by government, and safety nets for 
unemployed, elderly, and low-income 
workers and people without health 
insurance. The Republican “base” favors 
making almost all abortions illegal; Many 
Democrats favor leaving the decision to a 
woman and her doctor. Both Republican 
and Democratic positions about what they 
will do about events in Afghanistan, Iran, 
Libya, Egypt, Yemen, Iraq, Syria and other 
places change as events unfold.

Before reading the article, ask students 
what they have heard about the election, 
the candidates, and the issues that are 
important to voters. Write the issues 
they mention on the board. Then read 
the article, add any issues that are not 
on the board. For an advanced class you 
might assign research on a single issue 
so students can present facts in the case. 
Assign students to watch the evening news 
in English or in their home language to 
follow the events in the election. If you 
have a TV or smart board in the classroom, 
bring in a recorded ad or YouTube video 
for each of the candidates. Point out how 
30-second ads simplify issues and distort 

the other candidate’s position on the 
issues. You have an opportunity to teach 
the reading and writing of large numbers. 
Point out the comma.  Some cultures use a 
decimal point where we use a comma, and 
vice versa. 

The candidates (page 1)

  Objectives  Students will be able to name the 
presidential and vice presidential candidates for 
president of the major parties and at least one 
“third” party.

Talk about various things voters might think 
about when considering candidates:

• their stand on the issues.
• their age, health, and character.
• their experience. 
 • their intelligence
• their judgement. 
• the vice presidential running mate.
• their religion, race, and gender. 

If students want to know which candidate 
you favor, say there are some very 
good points and some bad points about 
each candidate. Let the students discuss 
candidates without feeling pressure to 
favor your candidate. Invite or assign 
students to research candidates’ websites 
and present the facts they’ve learned to the 
class. 

Popular votes and electoral votes 
(page 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
explain the difference between popular 
votes and electoral votes, and to explain 
why a candidate may get more popular 
votes but not win the election. Students 
will know how the number of electoral 
votes is determined for each state; be able 
to tell how many electoral votes your 
state has, and the electoral votes of the 
five most populous states: California, 
New York, Texas, Illinois, Florida and 
Pennsylvania. 

Point out that the new president does 
not take office as soon as the November 
election is over, but not until January 
20, 2013. 

Although even many Americans don’t 
understand it, the concept of electoral 
votes is simple: the states elect the 
president. The people in each state vote for 
the candidate they want their state to vote 
for. The candidate who wins the most votes 
in a state wins all of the electoral votes of 
that state. On December 17, (usually it is 
the 15th, but this year the 15th falls on a 
Saturday) the winning party’s electors will 
meet in their state capital and formally 
vote for their party’s candidate. They send 
the votes to Congress, which counts them 
officially on January 6th.

Nebraska and Maine do not follow 
the “winner take all” rules of the other 
48 states. However, the winner-take-
all electoral voting system has benefits: 
It maintains the two-party system; it 
insures that candidates pay attention to 
the wishes and needs of people in the 
smaller states, and in the entire country, 
not just in the big cities. The electoral 
system also makes sure that we need only 
one election to choose a president. If a 
president were elected by popular vote, it 
is very likely that the number of political 
parties would increase. It is likely that no 
candidate would win a majority of votes; 
the president would have to be chosen 
by vote in the House of Representatives 
where each state has a single vote. Or 
there would be runoff elections, weakening 
a country while the succession of power 
is in doubt for too long. If there were an 
election by purely popular vote and the 
vote was close, it would be very expensive 
to have a recount of the votes all over the 
country.

You can demonstrate how a candidate 
can win more popular votes but lose an 
election:

For this sample, use the actual results 
of three states in the 2000 election. Write 
this information on the board: Have the 
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State  Popular  Votes
  George W. Bush  Al Gore

Louisiana (9) 927,871√ 792,344
Florida (25) 2,912,790√ 2,912, 253

New York (33) 2,403,374 4,107.697√
Totals:       6,344,035 7,812,284



students look at these numbers. Explain 
that the number in parentheses after 
each state shows the electoral votes the 
state has, based on its population.

Practice: How many electoral votes 
does the state of Louisiana have? (9)
How many electoral votes does Florida 
have? (25). How many does New 
York have? (33) Who won Louisiana’s 
electoral votes? (Bush) Florida’s 
electoral votes? (Bush) Who won New 
York’s electoral votes? (Gore) Of these 
three states, how many electoral votes 
did Bush get? (34)  How many did Gore 
get? (33) Which candidate got the most 
electoral votes?

Which candidate had the highest 
number of popular votes in these three 
states? 

Read the article, using any strategies 
appropriate to your group. Build the 
vocabulary your students need to 
understand the article. Point out that 
the candidates campaign in every state, 
but they visit and advertise more often  
in the states where they expect that the 
vote will be close. The “battleground 
states” this year are Florida, Virginia, 
Ohio, Colorado, Wisconsin, Iowa, and 
Nevada. You’ll find more information 
from Realclearpolitics.com and other 
websites. 

Events in October  
(pages 2 and 3)

Heritage month Across the nation, 
Italians celebrate Columbus Day with 
parades and pride. Germans have their 
Oktoberfest, Polish have the Pulaski 
Day Parade. Some states propose that 
October should be European-American 
Heritage Month. Other groups have 
proposed the month of May, which is 
also Asian-American Heritage Month, 
and Jewish-American Heritage Month. 

Foods from Europe are now typical 
American foods: hot dogs, hamburgers, 
pies, barbeque, cole slaw, hot dogs, 
donuts, bagels, pizza, spaghetti, ice 
cream, coffee, sandwiches, french fried 
potatoes, pretzels, sausages. Have any 
students of European heritage present 
facts about their country, its folk heroes, 
food, music, art, and customs. 

Columbus Day. Talk about discovery; 
ask students questions about their 
own “discovery” of America. Such as: 
Was your trip to America dangerous? 
What adventures did you have on the 
way? What surprises did you find? 
Did you want to turn back? How did 
you meet your first Americans? What 

did you think of them? Have you gone on 
discovery trips in your neighborhood or 
around the country? Have students find 
places on the map named for Columbus, 
such as Columbus Ohio, Columbia, South 
Carolina and the District of Columbus. 
Have students retell the story of Columbus 
as they learned it in their native country. 
If there will be a Columbus Day parade 
in your community, encourage students to 
attend.

Fire Prevention Week   Objectives: 
Students will know dozens of safety tips to 
prevent fires, deal with getting out of fires, 
and create a family plan. Ask students to 
conduct a fire safety tour of their own 
home, looking for fire hazards and fire 
preventive devices. Encourage students to 
install smoke detectors in their sleeping 
areas if they don’t have them, show them 
how to test them once a week. Have a 
qualified person demonstrate the use of a 
fire extinguisher (outdoors) Show a movie 
about fire prevention. Encourage students 
to organize a plan with their family of 
what to do in case of fire, and have a 
family fire drill. Invite a local firefighter 
or other expert to come to speak to your 
class about fire safety.

United Nations Birthday  
Objectives: Students will be able to name 
several purposes of the United Nations, 
the current Secretary General, the five 
permanent members of the Security 
Council, and the six official languages of 
the UN.  

Halloween. Have students who were in 
the U.S. in previous years tell what they 
saw and did on Halloween. Brainstorm 
types of characters that a person might 
be for Halloween. Stress that it is a time 
of fun for children, but many adults also 
choose to wear a costume. Act out Trick or 
Treat: Have some students be “neighbors” 
who open the door for other students who 
are “tricksters” who knock and say “Trick 
or Treat.” The neighbors give out small 
candies. The visitors say “Thank you.” The 
neighbor says “You’re welcome. “

This Is Your Page (page 4)

As students read the stories. Ask 
comprehension questions, then have 
students share their own stories of a 
similar nature. Are American bathrooms 
different from bathrooms in your home 
country? How? What can you do to make 
sure that someone would meet you at the 
airport? Do you have a nickname? Who 
gave it to you? What does it mean? Do you 
like it? What nickname would you like? 
Are people louder in the United States or 
in your home country? Have you gone on 
a school trip? Tell about it. Have you ever 

toured a factory? Tell about it.  

Dr. Ali: Your health (page 5)

What are integrative physicians interested 
in? Do you think natural ways to restore 
health are as good as surgery and 
prescription drugs? Why or why not?

Speech Coach: past tense endings 
(page 5)

The most frequent student error with 
past tense endings is to leave them out. 
The second is to mispronounce them or 
overcorrect the pronunciation. Have fun.

Register to vote. Even if your students 
are not old enough to vote, have them be 
aware of the process of registering, the need 
to register again if they move, change their 
name through marriage, or if they don’t vote 
for several years. Find out where in your 
community a citizen might register to vote, 
and where the various polling places are. 

See my website for more teacher aids: 
Short-answer quizzes, cloze exercises 
and “odd man out” quizzes for this 
month’s Easy English NEWS.

All past cloze exercises are also 
posted at my website. They can 
be used even without copies 
of the newspaper for reading 
comprehension checks, and 
vocabulary building. 

ANSWERS

 1.	 a
		2.	d

		3.	d

		4.	b

		5.	a

		6.	c

		7.	c

	 8.	d

	 9.	a

	10.	b

	11.	F	(most)

	12.	T	

	13.	T	

	14.	F	(America)

	15.	T

	16.	F	(United	Nations)

17.	F	(year)

	18.	T

	19.	F	(911)

	20.	T

	21.	E	(literacy)

	22.	A	(hazard)

	23.	F	(mischief)

	24.	H	(diagnosis)

	25.	G	(spontaneously)

	26.	B	(famine)

	27.	J	(syllable)

	28.	D	(permanent)

	29.	C	(damp)

	30.	I	(nourishment)



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

___    1. Tuesday, November 6 is

  a) Election Day
   b) Primary Day
  c) Convention Day
  d) Columbus Day

___    2. The national debt is about 

   a) $600,000
   b) $160,000,000
  c) $16,000 000 000
  d) $16,000,000,000,000

___    3. The U.S. has had troops in Afghanistan 
for ____ years.

   a) eight
   b) nine
  c) ten
  d) eleven

___   4. Barack Obama’s running mate is 
__________ 

   a) Michelle Obama
  b) Joe Biden
  c) Mitt Romney
  d) Gary Johnson

____  5. Mitt Romney is the ____ Party’s  
nominee for president.

   a) Republican
  b) Democratic
  c) Libertarian
  d) Green

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
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____  6. A state’s electoral votes are equal to the 
number of 

  a) voters in the state. 
  b) its representatives in the House of  

 Representatives
  c) its representatives in the House of  

 Representatives plus two.
  d) candidates running for office.
   
  ___  7. In almost all states, the candidate with 

51% or more of the popular vote gets 
_____ of that state’s electoral votes.

  
  a) 51%
    b) 49%
  c) all
  d) none   

____  8. The total number of electoral votes is 

  a) 270
    b) 100
  c) 435
  d) 538 

____  9. A candidate must win 270 ________  
in order to be elected President.

  a) electoral votes
    b) delegates
  c) representatives’ votes
  d) popular votes 

____  10. Four times in U.S. history, the 
candidate with the most popular votes 

  a) became vice president.
  b) lost the election.
  c) was a Republican.
  d) was appointed to the Supreme   

 Court.



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, make it true. Write 
a word to replace the underlined word. 

____  11. California, New York, Texas, Illinois, 
Pennsylvania and Florida are states with 
the fewest electoral votes. _________

____  12.  Verbs that form the past tense by 
adding “d” or “ed” are called regular 
verbs. _____________________

____  13. Polish Americans, German Americans 
and Italian Americans celebrate their 
heritage during the month of October.                   
_________________________

____  14.  Columbus discovered China in 1492. 
                 _______________________________

____  15. Children dress in costumes and go 
trick or treating on Halloween.                 
______________________________

____  16. The Security Council is 
part of the United States.                 
______________________________

____  17.  Change the batteries in your 
smoke detectors twice a month.                  
______________________________

____  18.  Never smoke in bed. 
_____________________________

____  19. Call 411 from outside your house to 
report a fire.

                  ______________________________.

____  20. In a smokey fire, the cleanest air is 12 
to 14 inches above the floor. _________

 III. Building Vocabulary

 Write the best word to complete each sentence. 
Write the letter of that word on the line in front 
of the number.  
   Word List

 A.  hazard F. mischief
 B.   famine G.   spontaneously
 C. damp H. diagnosis
 D. permanent I. nourishment
 E.  literacy J. syllable

____  21. ____________________ is the ability 
to read and write.

____  22. A __________________ is a condition 
that can cause an accident or fire.

____  23. _____________________ is action 
that annoys people, makes trouble, but 
doesn’t hurt anyone.

____  24. A ___________________ of the cause 
of an illness helps a doctor to treat it.

____  25. Something that happens ____________ 
happens by itself without any outside 
cause.

____  26. A _____________  is a time when there 
is not enough food to eat.

____  27. A __________________ is a small part 
of a word, and has one vowel sound. 

____  28.  Something that lasts forever is 
__________________________

____  29.  Something that is a little bit wet is 
_____________________.

____  30. Plants and animals need ____________ 
in order to grow.
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