
Dear Colleague:

I resist writing about violence in a 
classroom newspaper designed to teach 
reading skills, survival skills, U.S. civics 
and vocabulary. However, there was such 
a daily onslaught of TV news about Libya, 
I succumbed on the basis that our adult 
and high school students need to know 
what many Americans are talking about. 
I have no reporters, so can give only the 
background and vocabulary for the ongoing 
story. I’d skip front page top article with 
younger students.

Meanwhile, it’s Thanksgiving month, so 
we must remember to count our blessings. 
I’m making the book What’s So Funny? 
available to our readers on Amazon Kindle 
for 99 cents. ($15 if in print.) Free Kindle 
App for computers. See my website www.
elizabethclaire.com. At the website, you’ll 
also find 6 cloze exercises, six short 
answer tests, and a vocabulary test for this 
November issue.

         Elizabeth Claire

Who Killed the U.S. Ambassador? 
(pages 1 and 9)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell two of the recent violent incidents in 
the Middle East, and tell several of the 
unanswered questions (or the answers if 
they turn up by the time they read this 
paper). They’ll be able to locate and name 
countries of the Middle East. 

Procedures: Find out what students 
already know about the events in the 
Middle East. Have students locate tLibya, 
and name the countries around Libya. 
Build vocabulary in advance: ambassador, 
embassy, consulate, Al-Qaeda, anniversary, 
YouTube, prophet, offensive. Bring in more 
recent news headlines. Ask students to 
watch the news in their native language 
as well as in English to keep aware of 
current developments. There are currently 
Congressional investigations, FBI 
investigations, political accusations, etc.

Election Day (page 1, 10, and 11) 

Objectives:  Students will know where 
to vote in their districts; citizens will 
be ready to vote if they are registered. 

Students will be able to state, after 
the election, the names of the winning 
candidates for president and vice president, 
as well as the congressperson-elect from 
their district, and winners in contests for 
governor and senate in your state. Students 
will know how the popular vote went in 
your state, and the number of electoral 
votes your state contributed to the total. 

Procedures: Prior to reading the article, 
review with the class what they already 
know about the election: the day, time, 
candidates, electoral and popular votes. 
Introduce new vocabulary. Have students 
fill in the chart on page 10 with their own 
predictions of the winner in the election. 
Bring in any photos, news items, video 
programs, ads, and a sample ballot. After 
the election, bring in headlines and photos 
to enable conversation about the election 
results. Have students write in the actual 
popular and electoral vote totals in the 
chart on page 10 and compare the actual 
results with their predictions. Practice 
sentences such as “I predicted that _____
would win the election. I was right, he 
won. I predicted that he would get [320] 
electoral votes but he got [284] electoral 
votes.” 

Events in November (pages 2 and 3)

Elicit from your students any special 
days celebrated in their countries in 
November. Also, ask who has a birthday, 
anniversary, or other celebration in 
November. What school events will take 
place in November? Have students write 
these directly on the calendar on page 2.

Daylight Saving Time ends  If you 
get the paper before the end of October, 
remind students to change their clocks 
Saturday night, November 3, or Sunday 
morning, November 4.

American Indian Heritage Month 
Bring in books, videos, music and crafts of 
American Indians, especially of the tribes 
native to your state or part of the country. 

A high school American history text will 
have a map of Indian nations that were 
here when Columbus arrived. No one is 
certain how many Indians lived in North 
America, but diseases from contact with 
Europeans killed a very large percent, 
some say 90% of them. This made it easy 

for newcomers from Europe to move in.

Point out Indian place names on your 
state map, and on the national map of 
the U.S.: Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Iowa, Missouri, 
Mississippi, Arkansas, Alabama, Alaska, 
Illinois, Dakota, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, Texas, Utah, Wisconsin, 
Wyoming, Chicago, Chesapeake,  
Manhattan, Miami, Milwaukee, Saratoga.

Names for many North American animals 
also come from Indian words: skunk, 
raccoon, woodchuck, moose, caribou, 
opossum, chipmunk, cougar, as do names 
for native plants and foods: squash, 
avocado, tomato, tobacco, potato and 
succotash. Other Indian words in English 
are: blizzard, Yankee, canoe, papoose, 
toboggan, igloo, barbecue, hammock, 
tomahawk, tipi, sequoia. 

El Dia de los Muertos Have any students 
who celebrate this holiday tell the class 
about their customs. Talk about the need 
people may have to continue relations with 
family members who have passed away, and 
how this holiday meets that need, with the 
whole community sharing in the experience. 
Catholics have a day of prayer (All Souls’ 
Day) at this time, but many Americans do 
not have a communal way to express this 
ongoing need.

Veterans Day Talk about a country’s 
need for defense. Discuss the differences 
between a draft and a volunteer army. 
Point out that all young men, from age 
18 to 25 both citizens and non-citizens 
must register with the Selective Service 
System at the local post office. This is not 
a draft, but is a way for the government 
to know who is available in case of a 
national emergency. An immigrant can 
lose the right to later citizenship if he 
does not register. Ask questions prior to 
reading, such as What is a veteran? What 
wars has the U.S. fought in? What wars 
has your native country fought in? Why 
do Americans honor their veterans on this 
day? Do people honor veterans in your 
home country? How? 

Thanksgiving Ask students questions 
such as: Were you here in November last 
year? Did you eat a Thanksgiving dinner? 
Do you plan to have a Thanksgiving dinner 
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this year? What food would you have at that 
dinner? What are you thankful for this year? 
Do you celebrate a holiday to give thanks in 
your country? What are your customs? Are 
there special foods you eat?  

Have students sit in a circle and take turns 
each saying one thing that is great about 
their life, that they are thankful for, going 
around several times and feeling the energy 
that comes when we think about the things 
we are glad for. Examples: What’s great 
about my life is my best friend...my new 
shoes...warm bed...good health...running 
water...lights...laughing...kisses...my 
children...my students. 

The First Thanksgiving  Elicit the 
reasons your students came to the United 
States. Use a map to show England, 
Holland, and the ocean voyage to 
America. If you or your school library 
have access to videos or DVD of the 
PBS series Colonial House, show enough 
of it to give visual appreciation for the 
nature of life in the early Pilgrim colony 
at Plymouth. This series shows how the 
early settlers worked to create and prepare 
food, clothing, shelter, and products to 
trade. It demonstrates the divisions of 
labor, the class and gender divisions, the 
risks of life in the wilderness, and the 
religious intolerance. Explain that there is 
the “myth” of the First Thanksgiving that 
is taught in schools (which we repeat in 
EEN). But there are very few actual facts 
about when it happened, or what people 
ate. 

Point out that the Pilgrims and Puritans 
gave a very strong religious nature to 
American society, morals, and ideas 
of cleanliness. (“Cleanliness is next to 
Godliness.”) Their influence was still felt 
strongly up until the 1960s, and is mildly 
felt today. 

The Great American Smokeout  Poll 
your students to see how many smoke or 
used to smoke or think about smoking 
in the future. Talk about the costs and 
risks of smoking, including second hand 
smoke, and the difficulties of stopping. 
Point out the importance for young people 
not to start. See the American Cancer 
Society website and the American Lung 
Association for ideas. The Smokeout is 
not a time to hassle, scold or harangue 
people who smoke. They are addicted, and 
they do have the right to stay addicted 
rather than face the difficulties of quitting. 
Smoking is not against the law, although 
it is prohibited in more and more public 
places. What helps people decide to quit 
is information, support, cheerful activities 
that the class can participate in (...or the sad 
shocking news that they have lung cancer). 

Bring in cigarette ads and have students 
notice how they appeal to a desire to be 
strong, beautiful, socially adept, brave, 
liberated. Children under 18 are the targets, 
plus people who are already addicted. 
According to the American Cancer Society, 
most smokers began before the age of 18. 

You can find many classroom activities 
at Educationworld.com and you can find 
your state’s specific events for the day by 
going to the American Cancer Society’s 
home page, then click on Search, and type 
in Smokeout and your state’s name.   

This Is Your Page (page 4)

Have students relate the stories to their 
own lives. Are there wild turkeys in your 
home country? Do people eat turkey? 
How is the weather where you live now 
different from the weather in your home 
country? How do people greet each other 
when they meet a new person in your home 
country? What tiny words have given you 
problems?  Up is a very common particle 
and in many two-word verbs. We can’t give 
a single meaning to the word up. It doesn’t 
always mean in the direction toward the 
sky. Sometimes it means “completely” like 
clean up a room, wash up the dishes, drink 
up your milk. Sometimes “up” is part of a 
two-word verb. Then you just have to learn 
the meaning of the two-word verb as though 
they were one word. That is, throw up = 
vomit. 

 We don’t want to run up a lot of debt, but 
rather pay up all our bills. We might put up 
with someone’s bad habits, or stand up for 
our rights. Sometimes we give up in a fight.

 Dr. Ali Memory Lapses (page 5)

We teachers all have those senior 
moments, I think it goes with the territory. 
I’m so glad Dr. Ali explains them and has 
a few words of comfort and first aid...
Objectives: Students will be able to 
explain why stress can cause a memory 
lapse. They will tell their own experiences 
with memory lapse, and be able to tell that 
slow deep breathing can sometimes help. 

Ask a Speech Coach (page 5)

This exercise is especially for Asians, Hispan-
ics or other language groups that have trouble 
either with remembering to make plurals plural 
or with the pronunciation of plural s with 
several preceding consonants. After the initial 
presentation and practice, come back to it every 
few days until the class is regularly sounding 
out their s’s. 

Flow Chart: The Electoral Process 
(page 6)

 Objectives: Students will be able to 
explain what steps candidates go through 
to try to get elected. They’ll explain where 
the official votes take place and where they 
are counted. We’ve had this chart before, 
last February, but the election is complex, 
and we were only at the beginning. It will 
make a bit more sense now to review it, 
and of course, you have new students in 
your class who haven’t seen it before. 

American Presidents (page 7)

Use the chart to familiarize students with 
the names of the more prominent presidents. 
Have students use the chart to make up 
questions to ask the class such as: What 
political party did (George Washington)  
belong to? Who was president after 
(Thomas Jefferson)? How many terms 
did (Woodrow Wilson serve)? Who was 
president in (1907)? Who became president 
after (Harry Truman)? How many 
presidents died in office? And so forth. 
Mention that American students in U.S. 
history classes often memorize the list. 

ANSWERS
  1. c

  2. b

  3. d

  4. a

  5. c

  6. d

  7. c

  8. b

  9. b

10. d

11. T

12. F (Mexican    
        Americans)

13. F (Veterans   
         Day)

14. T   

15. F (Thursday)

16. F (Pilgrims)

17. T

18. F (Virginia)

19. F (35)

20. F (two)

21. H      
  (Smokeout)

22. A                     
  (consonants)

23. I (concede)

24. D (feast)

25. B (polls)

26. F        
  (reservations)

27. J (toxic)

28. C (veteran)

29. E (district)

30. G  
  (time zones)



Name __________________________________________ Class ___________ Date  _____________

____  1. An American ambassador was killed in 

  a) Egypt.
  b) Cairo.  
  c) Libya.
  d) Syria.

____  2. The date of the attack on the U.S. 
consulate was 

   a) September 1.
   b) September 11. 
  c) September 17.
  d) September 21.

____  3. Muslims in many countries were angry 
about a video about

  a) YouTube.com.
  b) the U.S. ambassador.
  c) violent protests.
  d) the Prophet Mohammed.

____  4. At the United Nations, President Obama 
explained that

  a)  the video was protected in the U.S.  
 by freedom of speech. 

  b) the U.S. government made the   
 video by mistake.

   c) it is a crime in the United States to  
 make such videos.

  d)  he liked the video. 
 
____  5. What is the punishment for blasphemy 

under Sharia law? 

  a)  Life in prison.
  b)  A fine of $20,000.
  c)  Death.
  d)  The person must leave the country. 

____  6. The next president of the U.S. will serve 

  a)  for the next two years.
  b) for the next six years.
  c) from November 5 to January 1,   

 2012.
  d) from January 2013 to January 2017.

____  7. People who will be away from home on 
Election Day 

  a) cannot vote.
  b) may vote by telephone.
  c) may mail in an absentee ballot.
  d)  can ask another voter to vote for   

 him or her.

____  8.  Voters can vote

  a) in any district in the U.S.
  b) in the district they live in and have  

 registered in.
  c) after the polls close.
  d) more than once.

____  9. Voting in the U.S. is complete when

  a) polls close in the major states.
  b) polls close in Hawaii and Alaska.
  c) polls close on the West Coast.  

d) polls close on the East Coast. 

____  10. The winner is the candidate who

  a)  wins in the most big cities.
  b)  wins in the biggest states. 
  c)  has the most popular votes.
  d)  has the most electoral votes.
  

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
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Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

II. Events in November

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, write a word to 
replace the underlined word.

____  11.  November is American Indian Heritage 
Month. __________________

____  12. The Day of the Dead is a holiday 
celebrated by Italian Americans.  
____________________

____  13. A day to honor men and women 
who served in the Armed Forces is 
Thanksgiving. ____________________

____  14. In 1621, the Pilgrims celebrated 
their first Thanksgiving in America. 
__________________

____  15. Thanksgiving Day is always the 
fourth Wednesday of November. 
_______________________

                                               
____  16. The Indians came to this country 

to have their own church. 
______________________________

____  17. Most smokers began smoking 
when they were teenagers.   
___________________

____  18. George Washington and seven other 
presidents were from New York. 
______________________

____  19. A president must be at least 45 years 
old. __________________

____  20. A president may be elected to no more 
than four terms.  ________________

III. Vocabulary Match

 Write the letter of the word that will make the 
sentence true. 
   Word List

A.  consonants  F. reservations
B.  polls   G. time zones
C.  veteran   H. smokeout
D.  feast   I. concede 
E.   district   J.  toxic

____  21. A time to give up cigarettes is the great 
American  __________________. 

____  22. The letters b, c, d, f, g, h, j, k, l, m, n, 
etc. are ___________________.

____  23. To admit that one has lost 
a fight or an election is to 
________________________.

____  24. A very large and delicious meal is a 
_____________________.

____  25. The places where people vote are called 
the  ___________________. 

____  26. Land that was left for the Indians after 
they lost wars with the U.S. were called  
_______________________.

____  27. Something that can poison or kill other 
things is __________________.

____  28. A person who has served in the Armed 
Forces is a ______________________.

____  29. The area that a Congressman 
is elected from is his or her 
________________________.

____  30. New York, Chicago, California 
and Hawaii are in different 
______________________.
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