
Dear Colleague:

Thank you for your responses to the 
feedback questionnaire, and thank you for 
all the kind words about Easy English 
NEWS. I hope you’ve had a great year 
and will have a good change of pace over 
the summer. If students are leaving your 
program and won’t be coming back in 
September, encourage them to get Easy 
English NEWS delivered to their homes; 
it’s $3.80 a month to have vocabulary, 
reading, election news, culture and 
survival skills delivered to their doors. 
(Remind them that we don’t publish in July 
or August.) They can use the coupon on 
page 10. 

Notice: Prices for subscriptions for the 
2012-2013 school year are increasing, 
which is something I hate to do. Please 
take advantage of this year’s prices by 
ordering for next year before June 30. Next 
year’s prices are posted at my website, 
elizabethclaire.com.

Prices of my books will remain the 
same, and for the months of May and June, 
orders over $50 will have free shipping 
and handling. 

Most of the feedback  received said 
that students would not be able to take 
advantage of an electronic online version 
of Easy English News, and I agree that 
having a paper in hand is likely to be the 
choice for the near future. Nevertheless, 
I am investigating the costs and time in 
order to reach English language learners 
overseas, so this option may show itself 
before 2012-2013 is out. 

The Olympic Games  
(pages 1 and 10)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
where and when the Summer Olympics 
will be held, and tell the motto and purpose 
of the Olympics. Procedures: bring in 
pictures of people doing various sports. 
Find out what students already know about 
the upcoming Olympics by asking such 
questions as: What are the Olympics? 
What sports are in the Olympics? Did you 
watch the Olympics four years ago? Where 
was that? (Beijing, China). What was the 
best part of the Olympics? Do you know 
the name Usain Bolt? Who is he? (The 
fastest man in the world.) Read the article, 

defining any names of sports by gestures 
or pictures. 

Have students work in groups to invent 
Olympic Games for an ESL classroom 
competition. Examples: Relay races with 
competitors balancing a folded newspaper 
or small book on their head and crossing 
the room without letting it drop; finding 
as many words as possible that begin with 
the letter p or b or t or s in the classroom 
in a three-minute time limit; writing as 
many words (in a chosen category, such as 
animals or verbs or adjectives) as possible 
during a two-minute time limit; reciting 
poems or quotes from memory, adding up 
columns of numbers, listing the states and 
their capitals or the US presidents in order, 
etc. Blindfold students and have them draw 
items on the board that you tell: a flower, 
a house, a face, etc. Have students work in 
teams or as individuals to invent additional 
competitions so you have a variety of 
skills, both physical, mental, speaking and 
spelling ability, etc. Create a theme, rules, 
referees, scoring practices, decathlons, 
triathlons, etc., and have practice sessions 
before the “big day.” Keep score by lowest 
time, longest distance, most words, etc. 
Have awards; present ribbons.

Find Britain and London on a world map; 
learn some of the 204 countries will attend 
the Olympics, and find some of those on 
the map. Ask Why do you think a city or 
country would want to host the Olympics? 
(excitement for the country, bringing 
in tourists, money, good will, honor, 
international attention, a motivation to 
construct new buildings) What does a city 
need to do to get ready for the Olympics? 
(provide for safety and security of the 
athletes and spectators, transportation and 
hotel accommodations, building new sports 
arenas and stadiums, restaurant facilities.) 

Starting your own business 
(pages 1, 9 and 11) 

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell some of the reasons people start their 
own business, and what a business can 
consist of. They will be able to tell ways 
to get help and training for starting a 
business, and list some of the steps that 
are needed to start a business. Procedures: 
Ask students such questions as What is 
a business? What businesses are in your 
neighborhood? Do you know someone who 

has a business? What businesses have 
you worked for? Do you know the owner? 
How did he or she start the business? 
Have you taken any business classes at 
school? Tell about them. Do you hope to 
have a business of your own someday? 
Why or why not? Read the article. Have 
students work in small groups to decide on 
products to sell or services to sell. Have 
them write out a business plan, answering 
the questions in the article. Have them list 
what steps they will need to take next to 
set up their business. Have them prepare a 
commercial advertisement for their product 
and present it to the class.

Events in Summer (pages 2 and 3)

Have students find the dates for each of 
the events in the summer and write those 
in the calendars. Add any school events 
and personal events such as graduation, 
assemblies, birthdays and anniversaries. 
Ask what holidays are celebrated in their 
home countries in June, July, or August. 

Flag Day  Not everyone has the strong 
and personal reactions to their flag that 
many Americans do. Have students learn 
the Pledge of Allegiance, and the meaning 
of the words. Point out that these words 
express an ideal that we live toward, even 
if the ideal is not always realized. Have 
students draw and color the U.S. flag, 
and the flags of their home countries. 
Display these. On the American flag, 
red symbolizes courage and the blood of 
patriots; blue symbolizes justice; and white 
symbolizes purity. Ask: Why do countries 
have flags? (A uniting symbol; patriotic 
feelings; identification; ID for ships.) 
What are your feelings about the flag of 
your home country?  Listen to, and learn 
to sing, the Star-Spangled Banner. Teach 
flag manners. (The U.S. flag never touches 
the ground, is never worn as clothing, flag 
flown at half mast for national sorrow.) 
More at www.wikipedia.com (flag 
etiquette).

Father’s Day Have students talk about 
their fathers or other men in their lives 
who have helped them or influenced them. 
Talk about men’s roles and women’s roles 
in the U.S. and how they have changed 
in the past 50 years. Make a chart on 
the board of family chores and duties. 
Ask students to copy the chart and fill in 
their own information telling if this work 
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16. F (president)

17. F (North)

18. F (teacher)

19. F (Patriot  
    or American)

20. F. (Nathan  
         Hale)

21. H (stadium)

22. E              
   (corporation)

23. G.   
     (delicate)

24. A (capital)

25. C  
     (compete)

26. B (flame)

27. I (spy)

28. J (external)

29. D (limb)

30. F (platform)

                               

is done by mothers, fathers, both, older 
children, or nobody. Examples: works to 
support the family; cooks; shops for food; 
cleans the house; takes out the garbage; 
washes clothes; takes care of small 
children; sets rules for older children; 
helps children with homework; goes to 
parent conferences with teachers; fixes 
things that are broken; carries heavy 
things; decides how to spend family’s 
money; pays the bills; protects the family; 
makes important decisions for the family; 
drives the car; takes care of the car. Have 
students read and talk about the “Tribute to 
My Father” story on This Is Your Page. 

 Graduation Discuss graduation 
procedures and ceremonies at your school. 
Act out a graduation ceremony, with 
different students taking different roles: 
master of ceremonies, valedictorian, 
salutatorian, guest speaker, awards 
presenter, presenter of diplomas, graduates. 
Discuss credits and requirements for 
graduation at your school. Point out the 
financial value of a high school diploma 
and further training or education. Explain 
opportunities to get a GED or trade schools 
if appropriate. Ask about student plans for 
after graduation. 

Summer Ask students about their 
summer plans, work, summer school, 
vacation or travel. Is there a summer 
break in your home country? How long is 
it? What do you think of the U.S. custom 
of a 10-week break?  Explain that it is 
left over from days when farmers needed 
their children for planting and harvesting. 
Summer camps and tourist attractions do 
not want schools to change the amount of 
time that students are free. (They would 
lose money.)  

Fourth of July There have been other 
democracies in the world, ancient Greece, 
the Iroquois, and some small towns in 
Italy and Switzerland, but of the modern 
world, the U.S. was the first nation to 
reinstate democracy. Our revolution and 
the Declaration of Independence set an 
example for other people who also had a 
desire for independence and a Constitution: 
France, Mexico, Haiti, many countries of 
Central and South America, and others. 
Find out where the nearest community 
fireworks display will be and on what day 
(Not always on the Fourth!) Discuss the 
dangers of fireworks and why they are 
illegal in some states.

Political conventions  Although Mitt 
Romney had not won all 1441 delegates 
for the Republican convention when Easy 
English NEWS went to press, the other 
two major contenders , Rick Santorum and 
Newt Gingrich had ended their campaigns. 
Ron Paul continued to stay in the campaign 
in order to promote his ideas. 

Point out to students that the Republican 
candidate will run against Barack Obama, 
a Democratic incumbent president.  
Encourage them to watch and listen for 
news of the upcoming election over the 
summer. News to watch out for: the 
selection of vice presidential running 
mates and the possibility of third party 
candidacies. 

This Is Your Page (page 4)

After reading the stories, ask students 
questions such as: Who do you admire most 
in your life? Tell about him or her. Have 
you ever had to pay a fine? Have you ever 
been lost? Who has naturally curly hair in 
your family? Find some common grocery 
coupons in a local newspaper or flyer 
and make photocopies for each student. 
Talk about the meanings of the discount, 
product, the size or quantity required to 
buy, the savings, the expiration date. Do 
you ever use coupons? Is a bargain a 
bargain if you buy something you don’t 
need?

Dr. Ali: Ringing in the ears

Stress to students that Dr. Ali is a well-
known doctor, but he is not their doctor, 
and cannot prescribe treatment for people 
he doesn’t know. They should always 
consult their own medical professional 
before undertaking any treatment.  
Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
four facts about tinnitus, and five parts of 
Dr. Ali’s protocol for treating it.  

Ask a Speech Coach (page 5)

If your students have the difficulty 
producing the /sh/ sound distinct from the 
sound /ch/, read the article together and 
demonstrate the /sh/ sound. Point out that 
there are differences in words that have 
these different sounds. Do a minimal pairs 
drill with the words in the two columns, to 
assure that students can hear the difference 
before they attempt to produce the two 
distinct sounds. After the sounds can be 
spoken in isolation, then in sentences, the 
little story about Mr. Chu can serve as a 
practice for several days, and a review 
once every few weeks. 

Birds in America (page 6)

Objectives: Students will learn the 
names of a variety of North American 
birds and tell which of them they have 
seen. Teach bird words such as wing, 
beak, claws, feathers, bill, tail, webbed 
feet, so students can describe the birds in 
the pictures. Have students consider the 
birds’ size, beaks, claws, etc. to guess 
what foods they eat. Play a game “What 
bird am I thinking of?” Demonstrate with 
“This bird is large; it has a long beak and a 

very long tail. It is brown with white on its 
stomach.” (Road runner) Bring in a field 
guide to North American birds to check out 
the names of birds that can be seen on a 
walking tour around the school area. Have 
students photograph birds they have seen 
and show the pictures to the class. Talk 
about bird habitats. 

Nathan Hale (page 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
what Nathan Hale did during the American 
Revolution, and quote the words he is 
reported to have said. Procedures. Give 
the time frame of the story, the early part 
of the American war for independence. 
Point out that aristocrats, in those days 
had a strong sense of honor (remind them 
of the men who signed the Declaration 
of Independence with these words:  “We 
pledge our lives, our fortunes, and our 
sacred honor.” Discuss the sense of honor 
that people held during those times that 
would not allow a person to lie, cheat, 
steal, or spy, and would cause people to 
look down upon others who did so. What is 
honor? What is the honor system? Where 
do you see examples of honor today? Have 
students commit Nathan Hale’s quote to 
memory if appropriate. 

  ANSWERS  

1.  d

2. b

3. a

4. c

5. b

6. a

7. c

8. b

9. a

10. c

11. F       
 (American/US)

12. T

13. F (Fourth)

14. T

15. F 
    (Republican)



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

___    1. The Summer Olympic Games will be in

   a) Beijing, China.
   b) Sao Paulo, Brazil.
  c) Mexico City, Mexico.  

d) London, England.

____  2. The Olympics motto is “Faster, higher, 
____”

  a) better.
  b) stronger.
  c) quicker.
  d) deeper.

____  3. The purpose of the Olympic Games is 

  a) to build a better world through   
 sports.

  b) to get jobs for athletes.
  c) to light the Olympic Flame.
  d) to build new sports arenas. 

____  4. Athletes can win gold, ____ or bronze 
medals.  

  a) copper
  b) brass
  c) silver
  d) diamond

____  5. Paralympic Games are for athletes who

  a)  have been in the Olympics before.
  b)  have some disability.
  c) come from smaller countries.
  d)  have won the Pentathlon.

____  6. One of the great American Dreams is to   

  a) have your own business.
  b) become a movie star.
  c) become a SCORE executive.
  d) win the bronze medal at the      

       Olympics.

____  7. A bank will let you open a business 
checking account when you have

  a) a SCORE advisor.
  b) no upper limit on the money  

       you can earn.
  c) a federal tax identification  number.
  d)  have a lot of customers. 

____  8. Using credit cards to borrow money for 
your business 

  a) is a good idea.
  b) is the most expensive form of debt.
  c) will help your business to succeed.
  d) will be easy to pay back. 

____  9.  One reason many businesses may fail 
their first year is that

  a) they don’t have enough capital.
  b) the owners work too hard.
  c) they have a business plan.
  d) a SCORE executive helps them.

____  10.  A distributor in a multi-level-marketing 
business 

  
  a) makes quick  profits.
  b) gets free samples and advertising.
  c) must recruit other people to sell   

 products too.
  d) usually stays in business for a long  

 time.

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
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Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

I. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, make it true. Write 
a word to replace the underlined word. 

____  11. There are 13 stripes and 50 stars on the 
Canadian flag.

_____________________________

____  12. Francis Scott Key wrote 
the Star-Spangled Banner. 
______________________________

____  13. America’s Independence 
Day is the Fifth of July.                  
_____________________________

____  14.  The Democratic candidate for president 
will be Barack Obama

                 _______________________________

____  15. The Libertarian candidate for 
president will be Mitt Romney.  
 _______________________________

____  16. Delegates at political conventions late 
in the summer choose the candidates for 
governor. ________________________
________

____  17.  Great Britain owned 13 colonies on the 
east coast of South America. 
________________________________

____  18. Nathan Hale went to Yale College and 
became a doctor.   _________________
_______________

____  19.  Nathan Hale left his teaching job to join 
the British Army.

                 ______________________________
.  
____   20. George Washington said, “I only regret 

that I have but one life to give for my 
country.”

               ______________________________

 
II. Building Vocabulary
 
Write the best word to complete each sentence. 
Write the letter of that word on the line in front 
of the number.  
   Word List

 A.  capital B. flame
 C. compete D. limb
 E. corporation F. platform
 G. delicate H. stadium
 I. spy J. external

____  21. A place for athletic events is a  
____________________.

  ___  22.  Many people can own 
part of a business called a  
_____________________________.

____  23. Something that is very 
sensitive and easily upset is 
_____________________________.

____  24. You need a good idea, a plan, and 
______________ to start a business.

____  25. Many athletes will _________________
in races and other contests in the 
Olympic Games.

____  26. A fire that gives light is a  __________.

____  27. A person who secretly gets 
information from an enemy is a  
__________________________.

____  28.  Something you use outside 
of the body, on the skin is for  
__________________ use.

____  29. A ____________________ is an arm or 
a leg. 

____  30. The promises that a 
political party makes is its 
_______________________.
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