
Dear Colleagues:

Welcome to the hot month of February. 
If it isn’t hot outside, at least it’s hot in 
the primary states this month. On page 
6, I’ve included a time chart of events to 
happen before a new president takes office. 
There’ll be articles in future issues of 
EEN on political parties, issues, the final 
nominees, and the electoral process.  

Many new workers in the country do 
not realize that they might be entitled to 
a tax refund.  If your students have jobs, 
mention that in February, they may get a 
W-2 form to show how much they earned 
in 2011, and how much tax was taken out. 
Next month, we’ll have one of the simpler 
tax forms for students to practice with. 

U.S. Troops home from Iraq 
(pages 1 and 5)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell that the war in Iraq is over; give two 
reasons the war was fought, tell three of 
the costs of the war, and one reason that 
Iraq might have continued difficulties. 

Procedure: Elicit what students already 
know about troops coming home. Talk 
about the jobs and the sacrifices that 
soldiers and their families make. Discuss 
the difficulties that returning troops have 
in getting jobs, readjusting to family life, 
overcoming the nightmares of war, and for 
some, learning to live with artificial arms 
or legs.

Locate Iraq on a world map and point 
out its neighboring countries, including 
Iran, Kuwait, Syria, Egypt, Afghanistan, 
Turkey, and Israel. Discuss.  Ask if 
students remember Saddam Hussein and 
why he was a danger to U.S.? Develop 
key vocabulary such as wounded, dictator, 
weapons, destruction,collapse, invade, 
tension, weak. Read the article and use 
the questions in Let’s Talk About It to help 
students gather important facts.

Elizabeth Claire’s 

Getting a job: Your resumé 
 (pages 1, 9 and 10)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
the important contents of a resumé, and 
be able to create a sample resumé of their 
own contact information, experience, and  
qualifications for a job. 

Preparation: If appropriate for your 
classes, become a good resource: Read 
additional tips and strategies for preparing 
resumes at wikihow.com/Make-a-Resume. 

Procedure: Build vocabulary such as 
employee, employer, interview, prospective, 
job applicant, resumé, contact, strengths, 
accomplishments, job objectives, 
qualifications, work history. Explain that 
the word REH zuh MAE without an accent 
over the e, appears to be the word rih 
ZOOM. Have students imagine they are 
the owners of a coffee shop, a factory, a 
business office, a supermarket, a clothing 
store, or an auto repair shop. What would 
they look for in a resumé to decide who to 
interview or hire? 

Events in February  (pages 2 and 3)

Ask students about their own personal 
events, holidays, birthdays, anniversaries, 
and school activities that occur in 
February. Have them write these, plus the 
holidays and events mentioned in Easy 
English NEWS, on the calendar on page 2. 

African-American History Month  
Procedure: Explain that in the U.S., some 
months are dedicated for learning more 
about the history and heritage of minority 
groups: women, African Americans, 
Hispanics, Asians, and various European 
groups. Ask students what they already 
know about African-American History to 
build a background for the article on the 
drama of integrating schools (such as 200 
years of slavery in the South; the Civil 
War; amendments to the Constitution; Jim 
Crow laws). See Page 7 for the story of the 
Little Rock Nine.

Groundhog Day Is there any special 
event in your native country on February 
second? Discuss superstitions. Other 
examples: The number 13 is bad luck; 
breaking a mirror will bring 7 years of bad 
luck; good or bad things happen in three’s; 
it’s bad luck to have a black cat cross your 

path, and so forth. Elicit superstitions 
students have in their native cultures. 

Quotation marks: Point out that 
quotation marks in the text can mean 
several things: 1. Someone is speaking. 
2. Something has a specific name. 3. A 
word or phrase is used in an unexpected 
or humorous way. Example: Punxsatawney 
has the “official” groundhog; “in 
groundhog language,” Washington was 
“the father of his country.”

Valentine’s Day  Ask questions such as: 
What customs do you have in your home 
country for Valentine’s Day? Do you have 
plans for Valentine’s Day? Have students 
create Valentine cards for a classroom 
teacher, administrator, school secretary, 
crossing guard, custodian, special friend, 
etc. to show appreciation. Stores sell 
packages of small valentine cards so 
elementary school children can send one to 
each person in the class. 

Brainstorm: What is love? Are there 
different kinds of love? How do you know 
if you love someone? How do you show 
your love? How do you choose a life 
partner? (Or how did you?) How do you 
keep a partner? How do you want your 
partner to treat you? 

Presidents’ Day  Elicit information from 
the students such as: Who was the first 
president (or leader, or king) of your home 
country? Are there any special stories 
about him or her that everyone knows? 
Is there a holiday to honor that person? 
Before reading about Washington and 
Lincoln, examine the bills and coins that 
their faces are on. Look at a local map of 
streets to find their names and look in the 
yellow pages of the telephone book to find 
businesses named for them. You might find 
streets named for them in a street map of 
your town. Why do Americans honor these 
men so greatly? Write the two names on 
the board at the top of two columns and 
elicit what students already know about 
each president. Ask questions such as: 
Was your country ever a colony of another 
country? Which one? Was there a hero who 
led people in the fight for independence? 
Who? How does your country honor that 
person today?

Preparation for Abraham Lincoln: 
Ask questions such as: What is a civil 
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Are you an ESL writer as well as an 
experienced ESL teacher? There’s a job 
opening with Easy English NEWS. See 
my website, www.Elizabethclaire.com 
for details. 



                               

 ANSWERS

 1. b

 2. a

 3. a

 4. c

 5. b

 6. c

 7. b

 8. c

 9. b

10. d

11. T 

12. F (weeks)

13.  F (Ash 
Wednesday)

14. F 
(Presidents 
Day)

15. F (February) 

16. T

17. F (a job)

18. T 

19. F (November)

20. F (president)

21. F (glucose)

22. A (overjoyed)

23. I (insult)

24. B (ashes)

25. G (irritate)

26. D (invaded)

27. C (propose)

28. J 
(qualifications)

29. H (collapse)

30. E (estimate) 

war? Was there ever a civil war in your 
country? Why was it fought? When was it? 
Elicit what students already know about 
the American Civil War: What were two 
reasons for the American Civil War? Then 
read the article about Abraham Lincoln. 

BONUS! You can find the full text of 
Lincoln’s Gettysburg address as well as 
an easy English “translation" and Word 
Help for it posted at the website: www.
elizabethclaire.com  Encourage advanced 
students to memorize it.

Super Bowl Ask about students’ interest 
in American football. Contrast with futbol 
in Spanish, which is soccer to Americans. 
Do you (or have you) played football? Do 
you watch football on TV? Do you have a 
favorite team?  The teams that will play in 
the Super Bowl had not been decided when 
Easy English NEWS went to press. They’ll 
have been determined by the time you get 
this paper, however. 

This is your page (page 4)

Read the stories for enjoyment and 
sharing of personal experiences. Ask 
if students have been in any similar 
situations. Use the stories to expand 
language, survival skills, and expressions 
of emotions. Explain “junk mail” such 
as is addressed to “Our Neighbor” or 
“Occupant” or “Current Resident.” Go over 
safety tips for preventing fires. (Google 
“fire safety” to prepare yourself, or choose  
http://kidshealth.org/parent/firstaid_
safe/home/fire.html) Tap students’ 
positive experiences with Americans who 
have been helpful to them. 

Dr. Ali: Muscle soreness (page 5)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell three causes of muscle soreness, 
and tell two simple safe remedies to try. 
Procedure:  Buy a 4-ounce bottle of castor 
oil from a drugstore (cost: about $1.25). 
Try it out at home on any sore muscles 
you have or to moisturize the back of your 
hand or your face (don’t put it near your 
eyes). Castor oil is an ingredient in many 
face creams and hand lotions. Be aware 
that castor oil can feel greasy, takes about 
5 minutes for it to be absorbed into the 
skin can cause stains on clothing.

Point to or demonstrate the meaning of 
muscle. Ask if students have ever exercised 
or worked and the next day, had sore 
muscles. Have they had sore muscles when 
they had the flu or other illness? Read 
the article out loud, checking on students' 
understanding of the vocabulary as you go. 
Give students a few drops of castor oil on 
the palm of their hand to rub on the backs 
of their hand, or on any muscle (e.g.: calf 

of the leg, shoulder.) Stress that castor 
oil used to be used as a very powerful 
and unpleasant laxative. It should not be 
ingested. Take care to remove your sample 
bottle from the classroom.

Electing a president (page 6)

More information: http://www.icivics.
org/sites/default/files/Electoral%20
Process.pdf 

Objectives: Students will be able to read 
a flow chart. They’ll be able to tell six steps 
in the election of the U.S. president and the 
dates when those events will happen. 

Procedure: Have students notice that 
the left hand column gives six steps in 
the election of a president. Starting in 
January, and continuing on to June 26, we 
are now at Step One. Ask questions about 
what happens at each step. Post a copy of 
this page on your bulletin board to refer 
to later. The steps will become clearer as 
the events actually happen. Each month 
in Easy English NEWS, we will cover 
an important concept relating to electoral 
politics and processes.

Heroes and History  
The Little Rock Nine (page 7) 

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
the story and the significance of the events 
in Little Rock, Alabama in 1957 in their 
own words. Background: Today, many 
schools in inner cities are still de-facto 
segregated by economic conditions and 
discrimination in housing. But laws forcing 
white and black students to attend separate 
schools have been gone since 1954. The 
13th amendment freed the slaves (1865). 
The 14th Amendment gave them citizenship 
(1868). The 15th Amendment (1870) said 
that states might not use color or a prior 
condition of slavery to prevent their voting. 

After the federal troops left the South, 17 
states passed many laws to keep the black 
and white races separate. A case went 
to the Supreme Court in 1896 protesting 
the separation. The Court then said that 
if the facilities were equal they could be 
separate. But the white and black facilities 
such as movie theaters, buses, railway 
trains, rest rooms, waiting rooms, etc. were  
not at all equal. In 1954, the case of Brown 
v. the Board of Education was brought to 
the Supreme Court, and the Supreme Court 
reversed the old ruling. This time the Court 
said that separate schools cannot be equal, 
and that schools must desegregate.

Procedure: Prepare students for reading 
the article with questions: What dangers 
have you ever faced? Were you brave? 

How did you become brave? Have you 
ever been insulted because of your race or 
nationality or language? What did you do? 
How would you feel if the people around 
you were shouting insults and threatening 
you with violence every day for a year? 

On a wall map, have students locate 
the 17 states that had school segregation 
laws. Point out that many black people 
lived in these states because they were the 
descendants of slaves. Slavery had been 
legal in the South before the Civil War. 

Ask your media specialist for a copy of 
Nine from Little Rock or The Ernest Green 
Story to show to your class. Point out the 
courage of the teens and those who helped 
them. They did nothing wrong; they were 
polite, hardworking top students.

Distinguish the terms segregation, 
discrimination, and prejudice. Segregation 
is separation by law; discrimination is 
unequal treatment by law or by people; 
prejudice is inner feelings and opinions 
about a whole group of people. A new 
law or a court decision can legally 
stop discrimination. However, ending 
prejudice requires opening hearts and 
minds and allowing new opinions to form. 
Depending on the age and experiences 
of your students, discuss current issues 
in segregation and discrimination in the 
school, in their home country, in the U.S. 
(by age, gender, sexual orientation, race, 
language group, economic group) and their 
opinions. 



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

____  1.  All U.S.combat troops have come home 
from 

  a) Iran.
   b)  Iraq. 
  c)  Afghanistan.
  d) Pakistan.

____  2.  How many Americans had served in 
Iraq over the past nine years?

 
  a) 1.5 million troops.
    b) 40,000 troops.
  c) 33,000 troops
  d) fewer than a hundred thousand.
  
____  3. Who was Saddam Hussein?

  a) President and dictator of Iraq.  
b) Commander-in-chief of American  
 forces in Iraq.

  c) The leader of Al-Qaeda.
  d) Prime minister of Iran.

____  4.  In U.S. troops home from Iraq, WMD 
means

  a) world’s most dangerous. 
  b) world movement for democracy.  

c) weapons of mass destruction.  
d) workers’ memorial day.  

____  5.  The new Iraqi government 

  a)  is very popular with all Iraqis. 
  b)  is still weak. 
  c) wants U.S. combat troops to stay   

 there.
  d) invaded Iran. 

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
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____  6.  The Little Rock Nine
 
  a) were a music group.
  b) were criminals wanted by the   

 FBI. 
  c) were the first black students at   

 Central High School. 
  d) were judges in a state court.  

____ 7. Governor Orval Faubus ordered the 
Arkansas National Guard to

      a) protect black students.
   b) prevent black students from entering  

 an all-white school.   
  c) work with the police department. 
  d) protect a crowd of white parents.

____  8.  President Eisenhower sent ___ to Little 
Rock, Arkansas in 1957.

  a) better teachers.
  b)  TV reporters
  c) the U.S. Army
  d) UN soldiers. 

____  9.  The first African American to graduate 
from Little Rock Central High School 
was _____

  a)  Minnijean Brown
    b) Ernest Green.  
  c) Orval Faubus.
  d) Dwight D. Eisenhower.  

____  10. The Little Rock Nine each got ____

  a) expelled from school.
  b) pushed down a flight of stairs.
  c) a diploma from Central High School.
  d) a college scholarship and a   

 Congressional Gold Medal.
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II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, make it true. Write 
a word to replace the underlined word. 

____  11. February is African-
American History Month. 
_______________________________

____  12. If a groundhog sees his shadow 
on February 2, there will 
be six more days of winter.               
______________________________

____  13. Mardi Gras is the day that Lent begins. 
______________________________

____  14. Valentine’s Day is a day to honor 
George Washington. 

             _______________________________

____  15. The extra day in a leap year is January 
29. _________________

____  16. Abraham Lincoln made a famous speech 
at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 

              ______________________________

____  17. A resume is an important tool when you 
hunt for an apartment. _________________
___________________

____   18. Primary elections and caucuses take 
place between January 3 and June 26. 

              ______________________________

____  19.  The general election is October 6, 2012. 
________________________

____  20. At noon on January 20, 2013, 
the new governor of the 
United States will take office.          
______________________________

 III. Building Vocabulary

Write the best word to complete each sentence. 
Write the letter of that word on the line in front 
of the number.  
   Word List

 A. overjoyed F. glucose 
 B. ashes G.  irritate 
 C. propose H. collapse
 D. invade I.   insult
 E. estimate J. qualification
  
____  21. A simple form of sugar is 

_____________________.

____  22.  When people are _________________, 
they are extremely happy.

____  23.  The opposite of a compliment is an 
__________________.

____  24. The gray powdery material that is left 
after a fire is ____________.

____  25. Acid can _________________ nerves 
in muscles and make them sore. 

____  26. The U.S. Army __________________ 
the country of Iraq on March 19, 2003.

____  27. Either a man or a woman may 
____________________ marriage, but 
traditionally, it is the man.

____  28.  Write your ______________________ 
for a job on your resume.

____  29.  When a government or a building is 
weak, it may __________________ 
when something attacks it.

____  30. It is hard to ____________________ 
the number of new students our school 
will have next year. 


