
Dear Colleague:

Greetings. Many of our readers were 
affected by the storms in the East Coast. 
Our sympathies! We in Virginia Beach 
prepared, but were spared. If your 
students went through any of this disaster, 
encourage them to write about it. Send the 
most relevant stories to us for This Is Your 
Page.  

Wishing you, whatever your 
circumstances happy holidays! 

Elizabeth Claire

Four More Years! (pages 1 and 10)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell the names of the President-elect, the 
Vice President-elect, and the names of the 
other members of the First Family. They 
will know how many electoral votes each 
candidate won, and which candidate won 
the electoral votes in your state. They 
will know the names of the people elected 
to major offices in your state. (You’ll 
have to provide or help them find this 
information.)Students will be able to state 
which party has a majority in the House of 
Representatives and which in the Senate. 

Procedures: Bring in any photos, news 
items, video programs, maps, etc about 
the election. Prior to reading the article, 
review with the class what they already 
know about the election. Introduce any 
new vocabulary. Ask students how they 
think the loser in the election feels, and 
how the winner feels. 

Ask how they think the next four years 
will affect their lives.  

Will the U.S. go over the fiscal cliff? 
(pages 1 and 9)

This article is more for upper high 
school and adult readers. It might put the 
younger ones to sleep or produce anxiety. 
Decide whether to use it or not based on 
your students’ age and need to know. And 
if Congress comes up with a solution, the 
article may be moot.

Objectives: Students will be able to 
explain what financial changes may 
be approaching and that Congress has 
the power to change things, if they can 
cooperate.

Procedures: Demonstrate or draw a 

picture of a cliff. Demonstrate “going 
over.” 

Call attention to the cartoon of railroad 
cars approaching a cliff. What do the cars 
represent? (The U.S. economy). What does 
the bottom of the cliff represent? (Dangers 
of a recession) Explain the meanings. 
Read the article a few sentences at a time, 
explaining any difficult concepts. Ask 
questions such as: Do you get a paycheck? 
What money is taken out of your paycheck? 
Explain that FICA (Social Security is 6.2 
% of their pay, and employers also pay 
6.2% towards their old age insurance.  
This was temporarily reduced to 4.2% for 
employees, but will go back up to 6.2%. 
starting January 1. Example: If you earn 
$200 a week, your paycheck will have $4 
less in it. 

Explain that before 2002, the income 
tax rate was lower than it is now. With 
a taxable (explain) income of less than 
$8,700, for example, a single taxpayer 
would pay 10% tax. With a taxable income 
of $30,000, the person would pay 10% of 
the money for the first $8700, plus 15% of 
the rest. Next year (unless Congress acts 
to prevent it) the rate will go up to 15% of 
taxable income from 0 to $35,350.  
Draw a chart on the board for a single 
person:

Tax rates from 2002 to 2012 
Taxable income   rate 
0 to $8700  10%  

   $8701 to $35,350   15% 
$35,351-$85,650     25%
$85,651-$178,650   28%
$178,650 to $388,350   33%
$388,350+    35%

Change due after December 31

0 to $35,350    15%
$35,351-$85,650     28%
$85,651-$178,650   31%
$178,650 to $388,350   36%
$388,350+    39.6%
       
Explain that profit that is earned from 

sales of stocks or property is now taxed 
at 15%, and next year would be taxed 
at 20%. Money that a person earns by 
getting dividends, a share of profits from 
a company, used to be taxed at 15%. Now 
dividend income will be taxed as if it were 
wage income, that is, depending on the 
person’s other income: from 0% to 39.6%.

Sequestration
Sequestration is the penalty Congress 

voted to give itself if the Super Committee 
in 2011 could not agree on ways to cut 

the budget. Sequestration, cutting the 
programs 8%-10% across the board, was a 
very severe consequence. It was supposed 
to pressure the super committee to work 
things out. No one expected the super 
committee to fail. 

The big drama is, will Congress be able 
to work out a deal? It will require budget 
cuts and raising taxes. Will the deal save 
the U.S. from a new recession? 

Write the numbers of the national 
debt on the board. (See usdebtclock.
org for the latest figures) As of 3:38 
p.m. EST, November 13 the debt was 
$16,256,692,007,000, (and moving 
upwards at more than a million dollars a 
minute). Have students practice reading 
such numbers. 

Monster Storm (pages 6 and 11)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
explain why the storm of late October 
became so large and powerful. They’ll 
give instances of how to prepare for such 
a storm, and why to evacuate if they are 
asked to. They’ll tell six consequences of 
the storm. 

Procedures: Elicit from students their 
experience in the storm (if you are on the 
East Coast) or what they read or heard 
about the storm. Build vocabulary such as 
hurricane, monster, storm surge, subway, 
evacuate, Read the story using any method 
appropriate to your students. Use the 
photographs to build understanding of the 
events and elicit conversation. Ask what 
they see in the photographs. Ask what 
feelings they have about this event. Point 
out who comes to help, and how people all 
over the country help. 

Events in December (pages 2 & 3)

Hanukkah Students will be able to     
tell when Hanukkah is, who celebrates it, 
and tell several customs connected with the 
holiday.  If there are any Jewish students 
in your class, have them tell about the way 
their families celebrate Hanukkah.  You 
can make potato latkes from a mix in class 
or bring some in, heat in a microwave, and 
eat with applesauce.

Kwanzaa  This holiday was invented by 
Dr. Ron Karenga,  who thought it a way 
to bring a sense of history and culture and 
unity among African Americans. 

Invite someone who celebrates Kwanzaa 
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to speak to your class about it, and let 
students ask questions. The original 
intention of Kwanzaa is to avoid 
commercialism, and promote creativity, 
not spending. Have students think of 
a holiday they would like to invent 
that does not now exist. What would it 
celebrate?  When would it be? Why? 
What are some activities? What foods 
would be served? 

Electors meet December 17
This item is not covered in the paper 

itself, but for appropriate classes, 
point out that the state electors meet 
December 17 in the capital of each state. 
They cast their votes for president and 
vice president as they had promised. 
 
Who is Santa Claus?

 Before reading the article, ask 
questions such as: Do you know about 
Santa? Who is he? What does he do? 
Where does he live? Who helps him? 
Where did the tradition of Santa Claus 
begin? Does Santa come to your home 
country? Who brings gifts to children in 
your home country?

 Spelling point: Teach the irregular 
plural of certain -f and -lf words: elf/
elves; self/selves; wolf/wolves; knife/
knives; and the irregular plural deer/
deer; reindeer/reindeer; sheep/sheep; 
ox/oxen. etc. 

Holiday customs in the U.S.  Begin 
by having students tell of December 
holidays and customs in their native 
countries. Read the article and ask if 
any American customs are similar to 
their own. Point out that each family 
might have its own traditions, in 
additon to common traditions. There 
are two parts to the Christmas tradition: 
religious—going to church, celebrating 
the birth of Jesus—and secular (that 
is, not religious), such as decorating a 
tree, giving gifts, baking cookies. Also 
point out that Christmas creates a lot 
of jobs for people—retail in stores, 
manufacturing gifts, sales, deliveries.
Many young people fall into a trap 
of getting into debt at holiday time, 
because they feel pressure to buy gifts; 
credit cards are foisted upon anyone 
with a job (or even without a job.) 
However, it’s a time of creativity, too, 
with people making decorations, baking 
foods, etc. Some people rebel against 
the pressures of Christmas, others 
delight in them. 

New Year’s Eve. Find out if your 
community has a tradition of “First 
Night” with alcohol-free activities for 
the whole family, and explain these to 
your students. 

This Is Your Page (page 4)

After reading each story, have students 
tell similar tales of error, mistakes, 
confusions and blunders. Relate the stories 
to students’ own experiences

Dr. Ali—Ginger (page 5)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
five uses for ginger. They will be able to 
tell three ways of eating or drinking ginger 
and be able to give a recipe for making 
ginger tea. Procedures: Bring in a large 
chunk of ginger root to show the class. 
Cut it in small pieces so each student can 
smell and taste it. If you are ambitious and 
have a small class, bring in a half gallon 
of ginger water you prepared at home, and 
some 3-ounce paper cups for all to taste 
ginger water with a touch of lemon. 

The Bill of Rights (page 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to state 
where to find the Bill of Rights, and name 
at least seven of American’s rights listed in 
the first ten amendments. They will be able 
to state why these freedoms are important 
to them. 

Procedures: Explain “bill”. Read each of 
the amendments and clarify the meaning. 
Relate the meaning of the right to the 
students’ lives. Ask students if citizens of 
their home country have the same rights. 
Do they have other rights that Americans 
don’t have? 

Rights in the news.  Point out that 
sometimes, the government, businesses or 
organizations do things that “step on” or 
conflict with the rights of others. Different 
people interpret the words and the rights 
in different ways. People sue one another 
or the government over conflicting rights. 
It is sometimes up to the Supreme Court to 
rule on what the rights actually mean. Each 
of the photos illustrates some case where 
rights are in question. 

The First Amendment guarantees 
that the federal government will not 
establish a religion. On public property 
in Woonsocket, Rhode Island, there is 
a monument to soldiers who died in 
World War I. The monument has a cross 
on it, which is a Christian symbol. An 
organization called “Freedom From 
Religion” sued the town of Woonsocket. 
They want the monument removed from 
public property. They say that this is a 
case of the government establishing the 
Christian religion. Other people want 
the monument to stay. They say, The 
first amendment guarantees “freedom of 
religion, not freedom from religion.” 

The Eighth Amendment protects people 

from cruel and unusual punishments. Is it 
“cruel and unusual punishment to give the 
death penalty to a murderer?” Some people 
say yes, it is. In Oklahoma, many people 
protested the execution of a murderer. The 
Supreme Court has said no, it is not cruel 
or unusual. Some people want to abolish the 
death penalty in their own states. 

Point out that the Constitution can 
be changed. In addition to the first ten 
amendments, other important amendments 
ended slavery in the U.S., gave citizenship 
to former slaves, and gave the right to vote 
to black people, women, and people aged 
18 or over. Amendments changed the way 
senators are elected, and when the president 
takes office. An amendment allowed the 
government to collect income tax. 

Other rights in the news which we did not 
cover in our page 7 would be the disputed 
right of same sex marriage. If this is an 
appropriate topic for discussion with your 
class, bring in articles and stories and pictures 
to illustrate the topic. Laws about marriage 
are made by each state. Courts in some states 
declared that this was a right. In other states, 
there are laws against it. In the November 
election, voters in two states (Maine and 
Maryland) made same sex marriage legal. 
Who has the right to get married? Is a ban on 
same sex marriage a religious interference in 
government? Does the majority have the right 
to take away minority’s rights? 

 ANSWERS

 1. a

 2. c

 3. a

 4. d

 5. b

 6. a

 7. b

 8. d

 9. c

10. b

11. F (Hanukkah)

12. F  (airplane)

13. T  

14. F (New Years)

15. F (December) 

16. F  
     (Congress)

17. F (East)

18. T

19. F (guns)

20. F (people) 

21. H (warrant)

22. G (carols)

23. C (elves)

24. F (first      
     responders)

25. A (evacuate)

26. B (shelter)

27. D (portable)

28. J (debt  
     ceiling)

29. E            
 (sequestration)

30. I (fiscal) 



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

___    1. The President from 2013 to 2017 will 
be 

   a) Barack Obama.
  b) Joe Biden.
  c) Mitt Romney.
  d) Paul Ryan.
 

  
____  2. More than _________________ 

Americans voted in the 2012 election. 
 

  a) 538?   
  b) 364? 
  c) 119,000,000? 
  d) 65,000,000

____  3. The ______ party will have a majority 
of members in the House of 
Representatives.

  
  a) Republican
    b) Democratic
  c) Independent
  d)  New Year’s Eve

____  4. The president’s second term will begin 
 
  a) November 6, 2012.
   b) New Year’s Day. 2013.
  c) January 3, 2013.
  d) January 20, 2013.

____  5. Before Barack Obama’s next term, he 
may

  a) choose a vice president.
    b) choose some new members of his  

 Cabinet.
  c) end the war in Afghanistan.
  d) end unemployment.

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
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____  6. The first ten amendments to the 
Constitution are called

 
  a) the Bill of Rights.
  b) the perfect union.
  c) the Declaration of Independence
  d) the Rights of Man

____  7. The First Amendment gives Americans the 
right 

  a) to cruel and unusual punishment.
  b) to free speech, press, religion.  

 and to gather peacefully.
  c) to have soldiers stay in their homes.
  d) to the death penalty.

____  8. When people disagree over the meanings 
of our rights, the matter is decided by

  a) the police.
  b)  lawyers. 
  c) the president.
  d)  the courts.

____  9. The Fifth Amendment says that people who 
are accused of a crime have the right to 

  a)  carry a gun.
  b)  establish a religion.
  c)  remain silent.
  d)  be tried again for the same crime.

____  10. Police may not search a person or enter a 
person’s home to search it without 

  a)  a gun.  
  b)  a warrant from a judge.
  c)  a trial by jury.
  d) a lawyer. 
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Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, make it true. Write 
a word to replace the underlined word. 

____  11. Jewish families light the menorah on 
the eight nights of Kwanzaa.

                ______________________________

____  12. Wilbur and Orville Wright 
invented the automobile.                
_________________________

____  13. The tradition of Santa Claus was brought 
to the U.S. by Dutch immigrants. 
________________

____  14. One tradition on Christmas 
Eve is to watch a ball of 
lights fall at Time Square.                    
_______________________________

____  15. Bill of Rights Day is January 15. 
________________________

____  16. The president sets a limit on the 
amount of money the U.S. can borrow.                
______________________________

____  17. Hurricane Sandy was a monster 
storm that hit the west coast.              
______________________________

____  18. The spice ginger is helpful when 
people have a common cold, pain in 
their joints or a feeling of nausea. 
_________________

____  19.  The Second Amendment protects 
Americans right to own cars. ________

____  20. All powers that are not given to the 
national government belong to the states 
and to the churches. _______________

 III. Building Vocabulary

 Write the best word to complete each sentence. 
Write the letter of that word on the line in front 
of the number.  
   Word List

 A. evacuate F. first responders
 B. shelter  G. carols
 C. elves H. warrant
 D. portable I. fiscal
 E.  sequestration J. debt ceiling

____  21. A paper from a judge that lets police 
search a house is a ________________.

____  22. People sing  __________ during the 
December holiday season.

____  23. ___________ are very small, imaginary 
people.

____  24. _____________________ are  the 
police, firefighters and others who 
come to help in an emergency. 

____  25. When there a flood is coming, people 
may have to _______________. 

____  26. When a home is flooded, some 
people may have to stay in a 
__________________ .

____  27. A family should have a __________ 
radio to use when there is no 
electricity.

____  28.  The largest amount of money that 
the U.S. can borrow is called the 
___________________________.

____  29.  An automatic across the board cut in 
expenses is called ________________.

____  30. The word ________________ means 
having to do with money. 
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