
Dear Colleague:

We need feedback to make plans for next 
year. There is a questionnaire at the website 
www.elizabethclaire.com, or you may be 
lucky enough to find one in your package of 
newspapers. You can print it out and fax or 
mail it to us. Address below. 

April! As it warms up, think about 
bringing your class outdoors to notice the 
trees, their buds, and other signs of spring 
along with the articles on Earth Month.

Elizabeth Claire

Earth Month: Trees  
(Page 1 and 11)

Trees is the overall theme this month 
(hiding electoral politics on page 5). In 
some places, the destruction of forests 
continues relentlessly and can lead to 
desertification—areas where trees can 
never grow again because the topsoil 
washes away (like  the Sahara Desert, parts 
of Australia and our Southwest.) Loss of 
the Amazon forest means serious losses 
of potential medicinal cures as well as 
loss of habitat for endangered species and 
indigenous peoples. In other areas, tree 
plantings have increased.

Objectives: Students will be able 
to name eight ways in which trees are 
important to humans, and reasons trees are 
disappearing in some places. This article is 
supported by the Earth Day and Arbor Day 
articles on page 3, the Trees in the U.S. 
picture essay on page 6, as well as the tree 
planting article on page 9. 

Laws about work 
(pages 1 and 10)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell ten laws or regulations about work 
and tell how those laws apply to them in 
their lives. Preparation: Check out the 
Department of Labor website www.dol.
gov for more information on labor laws 
and who is covered. Procedure: Have 
students who have, or have had, jobs in the 
U.S. tell any rules they or their employer 
had to follow. Have students who had jobs 
in their home countries tell of any laws 
about minimum wage, protection against 
discrimination or harassment, protection 

for children. List the types of regulations 
on the board: Who may work, licenses, 
fair labor practices, job safety, minimum 
wage. As you they read the article, have 
them give examples of each. Discuss what 
a worker’s responsibility would be (asking 
for the rules, asking for safety instructions, 
reporting to the agency (last resort) if the 
employer does not conform to the law.    

Events in April (pages 2 and 3)

Calendar: Elicit from your students any 
special days celebrated in their countries 
in April. Also, ask who has a birthday, 
anniversary, or other celebration in April. 
What school events will take place in 
April? Have students write these directly 
on the calendar. 

April Fools’ Day  Arrange a gentle trick 
to play on your class on Friday, March 
30, since April Fools’ Day is on a Sunday. 
The trick can have some good language 
practice built in.  (Hang pictures in the 
class upside down, announce a surprise 
test, put the wastebasket on the desk, wear 
non- matching earrings, shoes, etc, wear 
a winter coat to class; use a practical joke 
prop such as a sponge stone, squirting ring, 
etc.) Then read the article, point out that 
the lies or tricks are supposed to be fun for 
both people, and should not be cruel, sad, 
embarrassing, or dangerous. 

Passover. Have any Jewish students tell 
how their family celebrates Passover or 
invite a guest in to talk about Passover. 
Summarize the ten commandments in 
simple English if appropriate for your 
students: 1. Believe in only one God; have 
no other gods. 2. Don’t make any idols. 
3. Keep God’s name holy; don’t use it for 
a bad purpose. 4. Keep the sabbath holy. 
(Saturday for Jews, Sunday for Christians) 
4. Honor your mother and father. 6. Do 
not murder. 7. Don’t commit adultery. 8. 
Don’t steal. 9. Don’t tell lies about other 
people. 10. Don’t desire things that belong 
to someone else. 

Earth Day Objectives: Students will 
be able to tell seven reasons that the 
planet Earth is able to support life. Check 
out what activities, fairs, festivals, clean 
ups etc. are scheduled in your area and 
encourage your students to take part. 
Brainstorm simple things the class can do 
for the school or the neighborhood or their 

own home on Earth Day.

Office Workers’ Day  Invite one of the 
support workers in your school to come 
to your class to explain his or her job, 
and to answer questions about it. Help 
students appreciate that most endeavors, 
like schools, businesses, etc. do not depend 
on one person but on many people on a 
team. Have students choose a secretary or 
administrative professional at school to 
write a thank you letter to. 

This is your page (page 4)

Read and enjoy the stories from readers. 
Have students tell of any incidents in 
their own lives that are similar. Have they 
observed birds in nests? Misunderstood 
common words in English? (Mention that 
“Hi” in Japanese means yes.) Have they 
ever eaten something that wasn’t intended 
as food? Worked as a caretaker for 
children? Had experience with gambling? 
Gotten lost while driving? 

The gambling article by Hang Cao 
Nguon is a warning piece about the 
dangers of becoming addicted to gambling. 
(Point out that in the past, people gambled, 
but gambling was illegal. It was run 
by organized crime. Criminals made a 
lot of money from gambling and didn’t 
pay any taxes.) The government allows 
gambling today in many states. States raise 
a hundred billion dollars from taxes on 
gambling casinos. They also collect income 
tax from winners. There are hundreds of 
thousands of gambling addicts in the U.S. 
today.  How can the government or schools 
protect people from becoming gambling 
addicts? Is it a good idea for a government 
to get money from gamblers? 

National Poetry Month (page 2, 5) 

This opens an extra world for you in 
the classroom. You may start out with an 
explanation of the purpose of National 
Poetry Month, and elicit what makes 
something a poem rather than prose? 
What poems do students know by heart in 
English or in their native language? Have 
students recite them. 

“The New Colossus” on page 5 is as 
difficult as poems come, but seemed a 
natural to go along with the article on the 
Statue of Liberty. With the extensive word 
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help and the easy English translation, 
I’m hoping readers will get the point. 
Your objectives may vary, depending 
on the age and English level of your 
classes. 

This poem will give you an 
opportunity to teach such concepts 
as rhyme, rhyme scheme, forms of 
poetry, sonnet, meter, alliteration, 
metaphor, personification, and the 
history of immigration. Procedure: 
First have students read and discuss 
the Statue of Liberty and its history 
on page 7. Explain the word colossus. 
Read the poem slowly and dramatically 
while students cover up the text. The 
vocabulary will be difficult, so this 
first reading is just for the rhythm and 
meter.  Have students  read the simple 
translation, and clarify anything in that. 
Then, have students listen again without 
looking at the words of the poem. 

Have students look at the picture of 
the Colossus of Rhodes and discuss that. 
(There were no photos, so this is just 
one artist’s impression of the Colossus, 
1900 years later, and is the picture that 
Emma Lazarus was probably familiar 
with.) Then read the first two lines 
telling what the Statue of Liberty is 
NOT. Why is she a “new Colossus?” 
Write the unknown words on the board 
and explain each. Read to students 
again. Then have them repeat each line 
after you as they see the text. Then have 
students work in pairs, each read a line, 
then switch. 

Elicit the rhyming words at the 
end of the lines. Explain how to do 
a rhyme scheme, and do the rhyme 
scheme (abbaabba cdcdc). Count the 
lines. Explain that a 14-line poem with 
this rhyme scheme is called a sonnet. 
Explain the term alliteration. Have 
students find the words that have similar 
sounds (s, sh) sea-washed, sunset 
gates shall stand) What other sound is 
repeated several times in the poem? (m 
sounds.) How many are there? (22). 
Have students memorize the two famous 
lines “Give me your tired,” etc. to the 
end of the poem. Challenge advanced 
students to memorize the entire poem 
after understanding it. 

Ask students to contrast what they 
first saw of the U.S. with what the 
immigrants who came by ship in the 
early 1900s saw. Can you identify with 
“tired, poor, yearning to breathe free?” 
Have students research the changing 
immigration laws and report to the 
class. Bring in other poems to read, 
enjoy, analyze, memorize.  

The race for delegates (page 5)

Objectives: Students will be able 
to tell the remaining candidates in the 
Republican contest for nomination. They 
will be able to state how many delegates 
are needed to win and when and where 
the Republican National Convention will 
occur. Preparation:  Get the up-to-date 
numbers (which will have changed from 
the date of our going to press) of delegates 
won and candidates still in the race. Read 
the article, have students identify the 
photos of the candidates. Procedure: Read 
the article and locate the various states on 
a wall map. Point out that a state’s number 
of delegates depends on different things 
in each state. Some of the factors are how 
many electoral votes the state has, and 
how many Republican representatives and 
senators it has in Congress. 

America the Beautiful— 
Trees in the United States (page 6)

Objectives:  Students will observe trees 
around the school and neighborhood and 
learn the names of common trees. They can 
observe (and draw) a branch or twig from 
a tree from day to day and show how the 
buds increase in size and open up. Point 
out that April means opening.  Start an 
English/science unit to identify trees in 
your neighborhood, take photos of trees, 
collect leaves, seeds, observe bark, tree 
shapes, blossoms, insects on trees, etc. 

Procedures:  Bring in objects made of 
wood, and have students examine them, 
plus examine any wooden items in the 
classroom to see the various natural grains 
within the wood. Have students place 
leaves under plain sheets of paper and 
make rubbings to more clearly examine 
the veins of the leaves. (Use either crayon 
or soft pencil lightly.) Outdoors, have 
students sketch tree shapes. The Arbor 
Day Foundation website has information 
about identifying trees. Invite a carpenter, 
woodworker, or artist who works with 
wood to come to class to talk about their 
work, kinds of wood, and the importance 
of wood. 

Heroes and History 
The Statue of Liberty (page 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
where the Statue of Liberty is and how it 
came to be there. They’ll be able to tell 
some of the steps to creating it and the 
challenges that had to be faced. Students 
will tell why it is green, what she holds 
in her right and left hands, and what they 
symbolize. Procedure: Ask any students 
who have visited the Statue of Liberty to 
tell about it. Ask questions before reading 
the article to find out what students already 

know about the statue: Where is the Statue 
of Liberty? Why is it there? How old do you 
think it is? How tall do you think it is? Who 
do you think built it? What was its purpose? 
Then read the article using whatever reading 
techniques are appropriate for your classes. 
What is the symbol of the torch, the crown, 
the broken chains? Why did the people of 
France and the people of the U.S. pay for it, 
rather than the governments or millionaires? 
What other symbols are there for the United 
States? (Uncle Sam, flag, Liberty Bell, the 
White House, the Capitol building). Is there a 
statue, building, place, or person who is the 
symbol of your home country? Have a math 
lesson to convert feet to meters, pounds to 
kilos. Teach basics of Roman numerals. 

How to plant a tree (Page 9)

Objectives: To have an experience of 
planting a tree. Students will be able to tell 
what is needed, how to choose a location, and 
how to protect a young tree. Preparation: 
Materials needed: Potting soil, plastic bags, 
clean, empty cans, plastic-coated paper 
plates, hammer, nails, lots of newspaper, a 
watering container. Procedure: After reading 
the article, either demonstrate how to plant 
or have students plant trees from seeds such 
as avocado peach, plum, orange, lemon, etc. 
Use a hammer and a nail to punch some holes 
in the bottom of the cans for drainage. Label 
the can with the type of tree that you are 
planting. Fill the cans 2/3 with potting soil. 
Plant several seeds, pressing them down into 
the soil about 2 inches. Water, with the coated 
plate under the can to catch excess. Record 
the growth after the seeds germinate. 

 ANSWERS

1. d

2. b  

3. b

4. a

5. b

6. a

7. d

8. c

9. d

10. b

11. F (April)

12. F (first)

13. F (Arbor Day 
or Earth Day)

14. F (ten)

15. T

16. F (April)

17. T

18. F (New York)

19. F (people) 

20. T

21. C (goggles)

22. B 
(convention)

23. G (deciduous)

24. D (harmless)

25. J (torch)

26. F (yearn)

27. H (foolish)

28. E (habitat)

29. A (Masses)

30. I (nominee)



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

___    1. Trees take in carbon dioxide and they 
give out

   a) nitrogen.
  b) fuel.
  c) carbon.
  d) oxygen.

____  2. About ___ of the land area of the Earth 
is covered with trees.

  a) 10%
  b) 30%
  c) 50%
  d) 80%

____  3. Trees around a house lower the need for 
air conditioning because 

  a) trees use carbon dioxide.
  b) water evaporates from their   

 leaves, which cools the air. 
  c) birds and animals live in trees.
  d) their roots get cool from the soil.

____  4. Trees help to prevent soil erosion 
because

  a) their roots hold the soil.
  b) fruit grows on trees.
  c) trees can be burned for fuel.
  d) the shade from trees keeps the   

 soil cool.

____  5. Trees may help slow down global 
warming because they

  a) give shade.
  b)  take in carbon dioxide.
  c) give off oxygen.
  d)  can be burned for fuel. 

____  6. Employers may hire only people who 

  a) are legally allowed to work.
  b) are under the age of 14.
  c) have a passport.
  d) were born outside the United States.

____  7. Children aged 14 and 15 may work

  a) in hazardous jobs.
  b)    during school hours.
  c) in mines or factories. 
  d) less than three hours on a school   

 day. 
  
____  8. The national minimum wage for many kinds 

of work is ________.

  a) $5.25
  b) $6.25
  c) $7.25
  d) $8.20

____  9. Men and women must get equal pay if 

  a) the work is very hard.
  b) it’s usually a man’s job.
  c) they start on the same date.
  d) they do equal work.

____  10.  OSHA (Occupational Safety and Health 
Act) has rules 

  
  a) about paying workers time and a half.
  b) to prevent workers from being hurt at  

 work.
  c)  against discrimination because of   

 gender, race, or religion. 
  d) about speaking English at work.

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
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Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

II. Events in March

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, write a word to 
replace the underlined word to make the sentence 
true. 

____  11.  Earth Day is in the month of June. 
                 
                ______________________________

____  12. People play tricks and fool 
others on April second. 
_________________________

____  13.  Passover is a day to plant trees. 

                _______________________________

____  14.  Jews tell the story of Moses and the     
twelve commandments. 

                 _______________________________

____  15.   April is National Poetry Month.
                 ______________________________

____  16. May 17 is the deadline for sending in an 
income tax return to the government.

                ______________________________

____  17.  The New Colossus is a poem about the 
Statue of Liberty. __________________

____  18. The Statue of Liberty is on an 
island in New Jersey Harbor.               
______________________________

____  19.  The Statue of Liberty was a gift of the 
government of France to the American 
people. _________________________

____  20. The sculptor Frederic-August Bartholdi 
first built the Statue of Liberty in 
France. 

       _____________________________

 III. Building Vocabulary

 Write the letter of the best word for each 
sentence. 
   Word List

A.   masses F.  yearn
B.   convention G. deciduous
C.    goggles H. foolish
D.   harmless I.  nominee
E.    habitat  J.  torch

____  21. Some workers need to wear 
____________ to protect their eyes. 

____  22. Republican candidates are in a race to 
get delegates to the National ______.

____  23. A _____________________ tree loses 
its leaves when fall and winter come.

____  24. Something that cannot hurt you is 
____________________.

____  25. The Statue of Liberty holds a 
____________________ in her right 
hand.

____  26. To want something very much is to 
__________________ for it.

____  27. You might feel ___________________ 
if you believe a lie that someone tells 
you on April first. 

____  28. Forests provide a  _________________
for many animals and plants.

____  29. ________________ of people came to 
the United States to have a better life.

____  30. A candidate who is chosen by a 
political party’s national convention is 
their _______________________.     
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