
Dear Colleague: 

Have you been using the cloze exercises 
available at my website? There are six of 
them each month, based on the text from 
Easy English NEWS. There are multiple 
uses for them, including reviewing, testing, 
dictations and collaborations. Students can 
self correct or correct each other’s work by 
going directly to the newspaper article that 
each cloze is taken from. 

There is also a which-word-does-not 
belong test with vocabulary from the 
current issue. I don’t post answers for 
these as there can be more than one right 
answer. The point is for the student to 
explain his or her reason for grouping 
three words and saying the fourth word 
does not belong. A good reason makes the 
students’ answer correct. 

Elizabeth Claire

We need jobs! 
(pages 1, and 9)

Will Congress pass President Obama’s 
bill to spend money to create jobs in the 
U.S.? This has been in the news daily 
as the president goes around the country 
to drum up support, and as opponents 
say something different is needed. But 
newcomers might question, How can a 
government create jobs? Where do jobs 
come from? Why did jobs disappear? The 
answers are extremely complex, but I try 
to give some background here. This will 
be one of the key issues in the upcoming 
political campaign for 2012. 

Objectives: Students will be able explain 
the two different kinds of jobs (making 
products and providing services) and give 
examples of each in their community.  
They will be able to tell seven reasons that 
some kinds of jobs have disappeared, and 
to define globalization and off shoring. 
They will be able to tell three ideas for 
creating or bringing back jobs to the U.S.

Procedures: (Depends on age of your 
students) Prior to reading the article, 
elicit from students all the jobs they can 
think of, and write these on the board. 
Then present the idea that jobs are either 
making of products or provision of 
services. Have them decide which jobs 

are which. (Example: teaching, selling, 
delivering mail, nursing, repairing cars, 
driving a taxi, police and fire protection, 
gardening and cooking are services; 
factory work, making cars, clothing, 
shoes, computers; farming; art; furniture 
crafting; and building homes are making 
of products. Elicit the things that students 
use in school and home that are products 
that someone has made (clothing, books, 
desks, windows, pots, beds, car, food). 
Do a classroom research project: look at 
the labels on their shirts, jeans, shoes, 
textbooks, computers, printers, etc.,  to see 
where they were produced. Locate those 
foreign countries on a map of the world. 
Point to the U.S. and point to the shores. 
Explain that those other countries are 
off shore, that is outside of the U.S. For 
homework, have students look at the labels 
on cans of food to see where they are 
packaged, and at the supermarket produce 
section to see where food has been brought 
from. Read the article using any technique 
appropriate to the level of your students. 
Discuss how globalization has affected 
their home countries. Discuss the issue of 
how to create jobs in the U.S. and how a 
person might create a small businesses and 
thus create his or her own job to provide a 
service to others. But regulations make that 
difficult.

Sending mail—Part 2 
(page 1 and 5)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
how to help mail get to them; explain a 
change of address card; why to use a ZIP 
code; how to send valuable things in the 
mail; send money safely; insure and certify 
mail; get the post office to hold their mail; 
and rent a post office box.

Procedures: Elicit the kinds of mail that 
students receive and send, and how they do 
that. Ask questions such as, Have you ever 
not received anything you were expecting? 
Have all your letters to others always been 
received? What kind of mailbox do you 
have? Do you have a key? Can anyone 
steal from it? Should you send money 
through the mail? Then read the article 
and discuss. Point out that the U.S. Postal 
Service is an example of where jobs have 
been disappearing: Email and the Internet 
and texting have made communication 

easier, so the post office will be closing 
many branches and laying off people.

Events in November (pages 2 and 3)

Elicit special days this month from 
your students and from school activities: 
tests, field trips, assemblies, birthdays, 
anniversaries, etc. Elicit from your 
students any special days celebrated in 
their countries in November. Also, ask 
who has a birthday, anniversary, or other 
celebration in November. What school 
events will take place in November? 

Daylight Saving Time ends  Remind 
students to change their clocks Saturday 
night, November 5, or Sunday morning, 
November 6. How will they use their extra 
hour? 

American Indian Heritage Month 
Bring in books, videos, music and crafts of 
American Indians, especially of the tribes 
native to your state or part of the country. 

The term Native American was invented 
by non-Indians, with the intention of 
reducing prejudice. However, the name 
American Indian is used more often, and 
by the U.S. government. Native People is 
more apt, and if one knows the name of a 
person’s tribe, that name is the preferred 
word to use. Each group had its own 
culture, language, and traditions. Check 
in an American history text for a map 
of Indian nations that were here when 
Columbus arrived. No one is certain how 
many Indians lived in North America, 
but diseases from contact with Europeans 
killed a very large percent, some say 90% 
of them. This made it easy for Europeans 
to move into the Americas.

The Day of the Dead  Have Mexican 
students who celebrate this holiday tell 
the class about their customs, or invite 
someone in to talk to your class. Talk 
about the need people may have to continue 
relations with family members who have 
passed away, and how this holiday meets 
that need, with the whole community 
sharing in the experience. Catholics have 
a day of prayer (All Souls’ Day) at this 
time, but many Americans do not have a 
communal way to express this ongoing need 
for remembering the dead.

Election Day This is an “off year” 
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election day, but still important for local 
offices. Find out what the local issues 
are and the local candidates. Objectives: 
Students will know where the polling 
place is in their districts; citizens will 
know the candidates and offices. Review 
with the class what they already know 
about the state and local leaders.

Veterans Day Talk about a country’s 
need for defense. Discuss the differences 
between a draft and a volunteer army. 
IMPORTANT: Point out that all young 
men, from age 18 to 25, both citizens 
and non citizens, must register with the 
Selective Service System. They can get 
forms at the local post office. This is not 
a draft, but is a way for the government 
to know who is available in case of a 
national emergency. An immigrant can 
lose the right to later citizenship if he 
does not register. Ask questions prior 
to reading, such as: What is a veteran? 
Has your country fought in any wars? 
Tell about them. Why do Americans 
honor their veterans on this day? Do 
people honor veterans in your home 
country? How? 

Thanksgiving Ask students questions 
such as: Were you here in November 
last year? Did you eat a Thanksgiving 
dinner? Do you plan to have a 
Thanksgiving dinner this year? What 
food will you have at that event? What are 
you thankful for in your life?

This is your page (page 4)

As students read the stories. Ask 
comprehension questions, then have 
students share their own stories of a 
similar nature. Are there stories or 
legends about fireflies or any other 
insects in your home country? What are 
some things you say about someone’s 
baby in your language? What have you 
heard in English? Have you ever gone 
canoeing? Tell about it. What food have 
you made mistakes about in the U.S.?  

Dr. Ali: Eat well for a longer life 
(page 5)

According to Dr. Ali, we each have 
inherited a genetic program that 
determines the extent of the life we 
can live. For many of us, he says, this 
natural life span would be around 112 
years —if we avoid accidents, wars, 
infectious diseases, and degenerative 
diseases. Some people may have genes 
that predispose us to fewer years and 
to diabetes, cancer, heart or kidney 
problems, etc., that can shorten life.
However by careful eating, exercising, 
and supplements, and avoidance 
of toxins, pollution, and degraded 

environments, we can each live out more 
of the full extent of our own genetically 
potential life span.)

 Objectives: Students will be able to 
explain life-span nutrition. Students will 
give 12 ideas for eating well, and tell 
which of them they are already using 
or will use. Ask which are in use in the 
school cafeteria. Procedures: Elicit 
from students their favorite foods, the 
foods they eat for breakfast, food that is 
available at the school lunch room. Ask 
what foods they are allergic to (explain 
allergy), the foods they love, foods they 
stay away from. Then read the article. 
Have students make a list of the foods 
they eat for one full day and tell the 
level of well being, energy, alertness, and  
hunger they feel after eating, two hours 
after eating, and late in the evening. 
Bring in some of the suggested snacks 
for students to sample: sunflower seeds, 
raw carrots, soy nuts, etc. Have students 
look at the various sources of caffeine 
such as coffee, tea, many soft drinks, and 
energy drinks. Explain the risks: loss of 
hunger for better foods; overstimulating 
metabolism, creating hunger later.

America the Beautiful: The Missis-
sippi River (page 6) 

Objectives: Students will be able to 
locate the Mississippi River on a wall 
map and tell eight interesting facts about 
the Mississippi River. Procedures: Have 
them locate the main branches leading to 
the river. Have students locate the various 
cities on the Mississippi River. Explain 
how a river can change its course during 
a heavy flood. Ask about large rivers in 
their home countries. Why do many cities 
begin on rivers?

Heroes and History:  
American Indians (Page 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
explain why Columbus named the people 
he met Indians. Students will be able to 
give six examples of ways Europeans 
and Indians related to each other, and 
the effect that European diseases had 
on the Indian population. They will be 
able tell some ways that Americans were 
unfair to Indians  in the past (broke 
treaties, removed them from their lands, 
killed the buffalo, provided poor land 
for reservations, forced Indian children 
to attend boarding schools and use only 
English at school). Students  will be 
able to tell one way that Indians helped 
the U.S. in World War II, and how they 
began to get their rights. They will be 
able to explain some of the purposes of a 
powwow.  

Procedures: Bring in artifacts, photos, and 
pictures of Indian crafts and culture. Ask about 
Indians in their home countries (if students 
are from Central or South America) and 
relations with others. Show a short clip from 
Dances with Wolves. Locate on a wall map 
the various kinds of cultures of Indians: The 
Northeastern Woodlands Indians farmed and 
lived in semi-permanent homes. Central Plains 
Indians hunted for food, and were nomadic, 
following the buffalo during the seasons, and 
had homes they could set up and take down 
quickly; Southwestern Indians farmed, and 
built permanent homes of adobe (pueblos); 
Northwestern Indians fished and hunted. 

Have students research to find out what 
tribes of Indians lived in your state and in the 
area of your town. Are there any Indian names 
for local places? Point out names of states that 
come from Indian words. 

The Great American Smokeout

Objectives: Students will be able to tell  the 
purpose of the Smokeout; the statistics on 
death from cigarette smoking and for second 
hand smoking; and several health and social 
consequences of smoking. Procedure: Elicit 
from any current or past smokers in the class 
if they have tried quitting, and what results 
they have had. Avoid making it a “smokers are 
bad,” lesson; it’s not a moral issue. Smoking 
is very addictive, expensive, and bad for one’s 
health. It isn’t easy to quit and some never 
can until they become so ill they are forced to. 
Point out that there are nicotine patches and 
electronic cigarettes which can deliver a small 
dose of nicotine. Many people use these or 
nicotine patches to help them quit. 

 QuIz ANSWERS

 1. c

  2. a

  3. d

  4. b

  5. b

  6. c

  7. b

 8. a

 9. b

 10. c

 11. F (American)

 12. F (Mexican)

 13. F (veterans)

 14. F 
Thanksgiving

 15. F (squash)

 16. F (three)

17. T

 18. F (Mississippi)

19. T

20. F (quit)

 21. B (globalization)

 22. E (tariff)

 23. I (relieved) 

 24. H (stimulant)

 25. A (off shore)

 26. G (clumsy)

 27. J (forward)

 28. C (levee)

 29. F (sausage)

 30. D (prosperity)



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

___    1. This year, the total unemployment rate 
is about

  a) 2%.
   b) 10%.
  c) 17%.
  d) 25%.

___    2. Some American jobs have disappeared 
because machines 

   a) can do the jobs faster and cheaper.
  b) went out of business.
  c) work for the minimum wage.
  d) can get loans from banks.

___3.  A tariff is a U.S. tax 

   a) on large corporations.
  b) on products sold to other countries.
  c) on products made in the U.S.  

d) on products that are imported   
 from other countries. 

___   4. Americans buy clothing, TVs, and toys 
made in China because

   a) Americans don’t know how to   
 make those products.

  b) they are cheaper. 
  c) they are much better than    

 American products.
  d) we are good friends with China.

____  5. What does the U.S. do best?

   a) factory work
  b) invent and create new products,   

 and take risks in business. 
  c) protect its industries and    

 manufacturers.
  d) sell products to other countries.

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 

November  2011 Quiz I

____  6. When you move, you should fill out  

  a) a certified mail form. 
  b) a return receipt requested form.
  c) a change of address form.
  d)  a C.O.D. form.

____  7. Don’t send _____ through the mail. 
 

  a) money orders.
   b) cash.
  c) packages.
  d) letters.   

____  8. If you send something expensive 
through the mail you can

  a) insure it.
    b) forward it.
  c) notify the post office.
  d) use a nine-digit zip code. 

____  9. A Postal Money Order up to $500 for 
inside the U.S. costs

  a) $4.25.
    b) $1.10.
  c) $700.
  d) nothing.

____  10. When you go on vacation, you can 
ask the post office to hold your mail 

  a) forever.
  b) if you show an ID card.
  c) for up to 30 days.
  d) only if you have a post office   

 box.
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II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, make it true. Write 
a word to replace the underlined word. 

____  11. November is Asian Indian Heritage 
month. ________________________

____  12. Dia de los Muertos is a Muslim-American 
holiday. ________________________

____  13. Americans honor the 
Pilgrims on Veterans Day.                 
_______________________________

____  14.  Turkey is a traditional 
food for Eid-al-Adha.                 
_______________________________

____  15. Samoset and Squanto taught the Pilgrims 
how to plant corn, beans, and tobacco.                 
_______________________________

____  16. The first Thanksgiving in 
Plymouth lasted six days.               
______________________________

____  17.  Sugar can put you on a roller 
coaster of high energy followed 
by low energy and cravings.          
______________________________

____  18.   The longest river in the United 
States is the Ohio River. 
______________________________

____  19. Diseases such as smallpox killed 
90% of the Indians in the Americas.  
______________________________

____  20. The Great American Smokeout is a 
day to help people start smoking. 
______________________________

 III. Building Vocabulary

 Write the best word to complete each sentence. 
Write the letter of that word on the line in front 
of the number.  
   Word List

 A.  off shore B. globilization
 C. levee D. prosperity
 E. tarrif F. sausage
 G. clumsy H. stimulant
 I. relieved J. forward

____  21. World wide interdependence is called 
____________________________.

____  22. A tax on products that come into a 
country is a _____________________.

____  23.  A person is _____________________ 
when danger is past.

____  24. A_______________________ is 
something that keeps a person awake 
and gives more energy.

____  25. Something that is outside of the United 
States is ________________________.

____  26. A person who is _________________ 
may easily fall or drop things.

____  27. The post office will 
____________________ your mail if 
you move to a new address.

____  28. A ________________ helps to keep a 
river from overflowing.

____  29. Hot dogs are a kind of 
_____________________________.

____  30. Wealth and higher income are signs of 
__________________________. 


