
Dear Colleague: 

I hope you survived the winter weather 
and reveled in the “snow days.” Hopefully, 
the snow and ice are behind us. 

Our website, Elizabethclaire.com has 
become a treasure trove of additional 
teacher aids for Easy English NEWS (Six 
cloze tests per issue of EEN, plus a “What 
word doesn’t belong?” test). Plus you’ll 
also find the 100 official U.S. Citizenship 
questions and answers. You’ll also find The 
U.S. Constitution in Simple English and 
some other goodies. 

   Lynn Corigliano

Too good to be true? Scams 
(Pages 1 and 9)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
what a scam is. They will be able to give 
three examples of scams that are spread by 
scam artists via the internet, phone, or in 
person. They will be able to identify two 
ways to protect themselves against being 
scammed.

Procedures: Before reading the article, 
you might want to get a fuller description 
of many kinds of scams so you can respond 
appropriately to students’ experiences and 
questions. One of the best websites is the 
FBI site which describes many scams in 
detail and how to recognize and protect 
against them: www.fbi.gov/scams-safety/
fraud. 

Explain the word scam. Then elicit 
from your students any experiences with 
scams they have had or heard of. Bring in 
a mousetrap, and illustrate how a mouse 
is caught when it goes for the cheese. 
Teach the word “bait.” Have the students 
explain what is meant by the picture of a 
mousetrap with money as bait. On page 9, 
have students describe what seems to be 
happening in the picture. 

Read the quote from P.T. Barnum, and 
ask students to tell what they think it 
means. (Explain that P.T. Barnum made 
millions of dollars with his exhibits, some 
of which were hoaxes. He also started 
the Barnum and Bailey Circus.) Read 
the article and elaborate on the come-
ons, variations, and the consequences of 
each kind of scam if the students can’t 

understand them. Use the FBI website 
(above) for further student research. 

Civil Law (pages 1 and 10)

Make a chart on the board to show the 
differences between civil law and criminal 
law:

Criminal law  Civil Law

crimes   lawsuits
government vs  plaintiff vs 
   defendant     defendant 
attorneys  attorneys 
judge   judge
jury of 12  smaller jury  
     
verdict   outcome 
punishment  compensation 
proof beyond  preponderance  
   a reasonable doubt    of evidence 
unanimous   majority 
   decision     decision 
 

Ask students what contracts they have 
with others. Examples: lease, credit card, 
marriage, employment, sales agreement, 
driver’s license. In what language are the 
contracts? Have they read the contracts? 
Do they know what is in the contracts? 
You might bring in a “boiler plate” lease, 
make copies of it for students to read, and 
point out some of the conditions a landlord 
may have, with rules about paying rent on 
time, noise, pets, cleanliness, etc. What 
other dealings have they had with civil 
laws? Then have students read the article.

Events in March (pages 2 and 3)

Calendar: Elicit from your students any 
special days celebrated in their countries 
in March. Also, ask who has a birthday, 
anniversary, or other celebration in March. 
What school events will take place in 
March? Have students write these directly 
on the calendar. 

Talk about the phrase, March comes 
in like a lion and goes out like a lamb. 
Have students take note of the weather on 
the first few days of March. Is it like a 
lion? Or a lamb? In what ways? Note the 
weather the last days of March so you can 
see if the old saying was true this year.

Women’s History Month Ask students 
to tell any customs and rights regarding 

women and men they have noticed or 
experienced in the U.S. Have them explain 
any rights, privileges, roles, etc. that 
women have in their home countries. How 
do the women in their family and the men 
in their family feel about the American 
situation for girls and women? 

Have students interview men and women 
over 60 who would have been adults when 
Women’s Lib first came on the scene, to 
tell the changes and the controversy that 
so recently existed. Examples: Schools 
required girls and female teachers to 
wear dresses, never slacks or jeans. 
Girls couldn’t take shop classes, and 
boys couldn’t take cooking classes. Girls 
were not permitted at the top Ivy League 
colleges or military academies. No women 
were elected to the Senate. A man couldn’t 
be a nurse or an elementary school teacher. 
Stay-at-home dads were not heard of, and 
so forth. 

Lent Ask any Catholic or other Christian 
student who celebrates Lent to tell what 
they do on Ash Wednesday and during lent. 
Explain the sign of the Cross for any who 
are not familiar with the story of Jesus’ 
crucifiction. Ask, If you knew that starting 
next week, you would not be able to eat 
any cookies, what might you want to do 
this week? Use their answers to explain the 
reasons for Carnival...”Carne va”  (meat 
goes). In earlier times, Christians did not 
eat meat at all during Lent.) Explain that 
mardi is the french word for Tuesday, and 
gras [grah] is “fat.” meaning people eat 
meat and all other kinds of fat that they 
can’t eat during Lent. Bring in photos of 
Mardi Gras celebrations. Have students 
watch the news for the Mardi Gras in New 
Orleans. 

Saint Patrick’s Day  Talk about the 
way immigrants bring their customs and 
holidays with them to a new country. What 
customs and holidays do you still celebrate 
in the U.S.? Do you share your holiday 
with others? The Irish invite everyone 
to “be Irish for a day” to help celebrate 
their St. Patrick’s Day. Point out that 
Halloween also came to the U.S. with Irish 
immigrants. 

 Bring in pictures of the symbols 
students might see on St. Patrick’s Day: 
Leprechauns, shamrocks, pot of gold, 
green beer, the color green. Invite them 
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to be Irish for the day and wear green. 
Talk about the “little people” of 
Ireland. Explain how Patrick used the 
shamrock’s three leaves to teach the 
Irish about the Trinity of God: Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. Read the story 
“The Boy and the Leprechaun.” Are 
there stories of “little people” in your 
students heritage? Brownies, fairies, 
elves? Or giants? 

Daylight Saving Time  Read the 
article. Have students discuss how 
changing the hours causes us to “save 
daylight.” Does it save daylight for 
everyone? 

Spring. Have students keep a journal 
to describe the changes that warming 
weather and longer days in spring bring 
to your area of the country. What signs 
are available in a large city? 

This is your page (page 4)

Assign pairs or groups of students to 
each story. Have the group read their 
story together and discuss it. Then 
have each group choose a one of their 
members to retell the story in their own 
words. Have other students ask the 
group questions about the story. Invite 
students to tell about similar experiences 
that they may have had. 

Crazy English spelling (page 5)

Objectives: Students will be validated 
in their frustration with spelling English. 
They will be able to demonstrate (on 
the board) examples of several ways 
to spell the sounds /o/, /e/, /i/, /u/, /sh/, /
zh/, and /k/. Ask students to identify some 
interesting and/or confusing things 
about their native language.

Procedures: Read the article aloud 
as students follow along. They will 
need to hear the correct pronunciation 
of the words. Have students tell about 
any difficulties in spelling in their 
own language. At the end of the article 
explain how the spelling of fish can 
be g-h-o-t-i. This may be confusing to 
students. Have them notice different 
ways of spelling the sound /f/: f, ff, gh, 
ph, as in four, giraffe, laugh, and phone. 
and the sound /a/: a, ai, ay, ea, eigh as 
in baby, train, day, break, neighbor.

Your Health: Blood Pressure II 
(page 5)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell four causes of high blood pressure. 
They will be able to tell one way in 
which blood pressure can be lowered, 

and several practices that help normalize 
blood pressure. They will be able to 
describe the path from the bowel to blood 
vessels (blood to liver to heart to all parts 
of the body) and what irritants the blood 
might pick up from the bowel (acids 
produced by yeast; toxins in foods) and the 
effect those elements have on blood vessel 
walls. They will be able to name foods that 
are beneficial, and foods to avoid, to help 
normalize blood pressure.

Procedures: Review last months 
vocabulary and concepts about blood 
vessels, arteries, veins, cause of blood 
pressure. Ask if they have or know 
someone who has high blood pressure?  
Read the article carefully, getting the 
vocabulary across. Invite the school nurse 
to come into your classroom and talk 
about causes and treatment of high blood 
pressure. (Remember that the medical 
establishment has been trained in drug 
treatments, not necessarily in holistic 
treatments.)

Paying income taxes (page 6)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
state the purpose of an income tax return, 
the three kinds of returns, and the date 
for filing a return. They will be able to 
explain terms such as income, dependent, 
deduction, and schedule. 

Explain that people who earn money in 
the United States must file an income tax 
return based on last year’s earnings and 
other income. Elicit various ways people 
might earn money: work, rent, interest, 
pension, unemployment insurance, lottery 
winnings, etc.

Explain that a taxpayer uses the 
information on W-2 forms from employers 
to see the total amounts of money earned, 
and money that was withheld for federal 
and state income tax. If a person doesn’t 
get a W-2 form, he or she should use their 
pay stubs, and other records so they can 
report their income accurately. Form 1040 
is a legal document; the taxpayer signs it 
to verify that his report is true. There are 
penalties for tax evasion or fraud. 

Procedures: Pick up some Form 1040 
EZs from your local post office or print 
them out from IRS.gov so your students can 
practice filling them out with information 
you supply: Single person, no dependents; 
WAGES: $8,635. Federal tax withheld: 
$491.88. Social Security Tax withheld: 
$535.37. Medicare tax withheld: $125.22. 
State income tax withheld: $129.55. 
Employer’s Tax ID number: 04333-5555. 
Social Security Number: 055-55-5555. 

Heroes and History  
Harriet Beecher Stowe

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
how Harriet Beecher Stowe helped end 
slavery in the United States. They will be 
able to give a brief explanation of the purpose 
of the book, Uncle Tom’s Cabin and its effect 
on readers in the North and on readers in the 
South. 

Procedures: Before reading the article, 
review the students’ knowledge of slavery 
in the United States, and the facts and dates 
of the Civil War between North and South 
(1861-1865). Ask, “How do you think people 
in the North learned about the conditions 
of slaves in the South?” (They heard stories 
from runaway slaves, from articles written by 
travelers, and they read a book, Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin.) How can a book have such a large 
result? 

Bring in an illustrated copy of Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin and show it to the students. The text 
is difficult, but if students want to read the 
book, it is available at archive.org; search 
for Uncle Tom’s Cabin. 

Crossword Puzzle (Page 9)

Look over the answers to the puzzle, and 
decide which of the words your students are 
not apt to know, and if you choose, you can 
give them those words “free.” This will save 
them from peeking at the answers. 

  ANSWERS

1. b

2. a

3. d

4. c

5. b

6. b

7. d

8. a

9. b

10.b

11. T 

12. F (Ireland)

13. T

14. F (23)

15. T 

16. F (year)

17. T 

18. T

19. F (high) 

20. F (liver)

21. D (refund)

22.  A 
(abolitionist)

23. C 
(exaggerate)

24.E 
(leprechaun)

25. F 
(negligent)

26. H (spasms)

27. I (victim)

28.  G (plaintiff)

29. J (withhold)

30. B (century)



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

____  1. A scam is a set of lies or stories used to
 
  a) help people who are in trouble.
  b) trick or fool people.
  c) give people jobs.
  d) teach people important lessons.

____  2. The _____________________ helps 
scam artists reach many more people. 

  a) Internet
  b) government
  c) theater
  d) museum

____  3. “Phishers” use people’s personal 
information they get on the Internet to 

  a) sell fish.
  b) give money to people.
  c) give jobs to people.
  d) open credit card accounts and   

 borrow money.

____  4. P.T. Barnum said, “There is a sucker 
born every minute.” It means that

  a)  babies are born every day.
  b) you can use candy to trick people.  

c) it’s easy to get people to believe   
 lies.  

  d) people enjoy going to the circus.

____  5. If something is “too good to be true” it 

  a) probably is true.
  b) probably isn’t true.
  c) is really very good.
  d) isn’t a scam.

____  6. Civil law deals with 

  a) crimes.
  b) relations between people, or people  

 and organizations.
  c) prosecutors. 
  d) wars between two parts of a country.

____  7. In which case do Americans not usually use 
an attorney?

  a) a criminal trial.
  b) a divorce.
  c) a lawsuit.
  d)  getting married. 

____  8. A person or business that causes harm to 
another person

  a) is responsible to pay for the damage.
  b) has no responsibility.
  c) is always happy to pay for the damage  

 to others.
  d) can sue the person who was harmed.

____  9.  An attorney works on a contingency basis  
when 

  a) the attorney wants to be paid each  
 week.

  b) the attorney will be paid only if the  
 case is won.

  c) the attorney doesn’t want any money.
  d) the attorney thinks the client will lose.

____  10.  Small claims court is for
  
  a) children with lawsuits.
  b) lawsuits of under $3,000.
  c) lawsuits of over $3,000.
  d) People with good lawyers only. 

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
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Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

II. Events in March

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, write a word to 
replace the underlined word to make the sentence 
true. 

____  11.  March is Women’s History Month.                  
                ______________________________

____  12. St. Patrick is the patron saint of the 
U.S.  ____________________________

____  13.  Day and night have an equal number of 
hours on the vernal equinox. 

                _______________________________

____  14.  Sunday, March 13 will have 25 hours 
because of Daylight Saving Time.

              _______________________________

____  15.  Harriet Beecher Stowe wrote a book to 
help end slavery.             ___________
_____________________

____  16.  Once a month, Americans must report 
their income to the Internal Revenue 
Service.

                 ______________________________

____  17. The form that Americans use to report 
their income to the government is a 
1040 Form.

                ______________________________

____  18. Some sounds can be spelled in 
different ways in different words. 
_______________________________

____  19. Toxins and acids can cause low blood 
pressure. _______________________

____  20. Blood is filtered through the stomach. 
__________________________

III. Building Vocabulary

 Write the letter of the best word for each 
sentence. 
   Word List

A. abolitionist  F. negligent
B. century  G. plaintiff
C. exaggerate  H. spasms
D. refund  I. victim
E. leprechaun  J. withhold

21. If you pay too much money for something  
you get a _______________________.

22. A person who worked to end slavery is 
called an _________________________.

23.  When you ______________________, you
   make something much better, worse, larger, or 

smaller than it is.

24.  A _______________________ is a tiny man 
in Irish folklore.

25.  A  _____________________ person or 
business is not careful about other people’s 
safety. 

26.  Toxins, acids, or stress can cause 
_________________ in a muscle or in the 
inside of a blood vessel.

27.  A person who is hurt or killed in an accident 
is a _________________________.

28.  The _____________________________ is a 
person who sues another person in court.

29.  Employers must ____________________ 
money for taxes and Social Security from 
employees paychecks.

30.  A ________________________ is one 
hundred years. 
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