
Dear Colleague:

It was a wild wild month. We are in the 
process of moving our office to Virginia 
Beach where I’ll be able to manage 
business better, closer to home. That move 
will be complete in Mid April. Tina was 
on vacation the first week of March, so I 
drove up to NJ to answer the phones and 
watch the store. Our circulation manager, 
Fumie went to Japan as her father had 
passed away after a long illness. Movers 
came to take the book stock from NJ to 
VA, and each of the 164 boxes of books 
needed color coordinating so movers 
would know exactly where to put things 
once they got to Virginia.

 I was entering the last round of edits 
for the April issue, when the earthquake 
hit Japan, and then the tsunami, then the 
nuclear meltdown. First and foremost, 
we were worried about Fumie, who, after 
two days, was able to tell family she was 
safe, but without electricity, and that all 
flights back to the U.S. were delayed by a 
few days. I had to toss out the front page 
article and start a new front page story on 
events in Japan from scratch, picking out 
the news, and getting it into easy English, 
searching for the right photos. Of course 
that means move other things around, 
subtract from and add to Word Help, Let’s 
Talk About It, and the Teacher’s Guide 
and Quizzes. And get it all reviewed by 
three editors again. Tina is left with the 
circulation job as well as her own, getting 
the labels sorted for the various inserts that 
we add each month.

Look in your package of newspapers 
this month for a questionnaire about what 
works and what doesn’t work for you with 
Easy English NEWS. It’s your newspaper, 
and you determine the contents. Please 
take a few minutes to fill it out and mail 
it or fax it to us, to let us know how 
we can improve and serve you better in 
your classroom. If students want to have 
input, you can make copies for them, 
as well, or they can go to my website: 
www.elizabethclaire.com, print out the 
questionnaire, and fax it to us at 201-791-
1901 or mail it to us at the address given 
on the form. Or more simply, click on 
“Contact us” and tell us anything they’d 
like to say about the newspaper.  

People are asking about next year’s 

prices. SAME AS THIS YEAR! I know 
schools’ budgets are hurting, and I want 
you to be able to have the best bargain 
your money can buy. For those of you 
whose ESL programs end in April or May, 
and whose students won’t be in programs 
next year, please suggest that they can get 
Easy English NEWS mailed to them each 
month by using the coupon on page 10 to 
subscribe. (Remind them, we don’t publish 
in July or August.)

I’ve been creating and posting cloze 
exercises based on each month’s articles, 
and posting them at the website. Are you 
making use of them? The cloze exercises 
are self-correcting, by checking the 
relevant paragraph in Easy English NEWS. 

Earthquake, tsunami, meltdown 
(page 1 and 9)

Students have no doubt seen the tragic 
devastation caused by the earthquake and 
tsunami and heard the facts about it in 
their native language. Our article will give 
them some vocabulary and structures to 
talk about the events in English. 

Objectives: Students will be able tell the 
three disasters that happened in Japan, and 
explain what causes a tsunami. They will 
tell the types of losses due to the events, 
and be able to tell what the survivors of 
Japan’s earthquake now need, and how a 
person may donate.

Procedures: Before reading the article 
have students locate Japan on a world map, 
and pinpoint Sendai. Ask students what 
they already know about what happened 
in Japan, and express their reactions to 
what they have seen. Have them talk about 
any natural disasters that they or their 
relatives may have experienced in their 
home countries. If you have Japanese 
students in your class, have them share 
their experiences and any first hand news 
they may have. 

Direct students’ attention to the map 
on page 9. Explain that the earthquake’s 
epicenter was under the sea, and the 
sudden down sliding of one tectonic 
plate caused the tsunami. Teach other 
vocabulary such as aftershock, Richter 
scale and inland. Ask students to look at 
the photos and describe what they see. 
Have them express their feelings about 

the devastation. Alert them to ways of 
donating to help, and also warn of scams, 
telephone solicitations, people representing 
themselves door to door who are collecting 
for themselves, not Japan. 

Prisons and jails 
(page 1, 10, and 11)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
explain the costs of criminal action to 
society, explain the “three strikes” laws, 
and the reasons for them. Students will 
be able to list some consequences of the 
losses of liberty, and the effects on the 
prisoner and in some cases, their families.  

Procedures: Elicit reasons that society 
might want to lock up some people, and 
the results. We’re very aware that some 
of our readers get the paper in prison 
classes. As the article says, many inmates 
are immigrants. It’s a sad state of affairs 
that there isn’t more true rehabilitation 
available. Discuss questions such as: 
What is the purpose of a prison? What 
do you think should happen to people 
who commit crimes? What would be 
some ways to prevent crime? How can 
the gorenment rehabilitate criminals 
so they can be responsible members of 
society again?Accept anyone’s personal 
experience of self, friend or relative, but 
don’t solicit such information. Read the 
article, build vocabulary. 

 Events in April (pages 2 and 3)

April Fools’ Day  Have students tell 
about any holidays such as our April Fools’ 
Day in their native countries. Tell any 
harmless April Fool’s practical jokes you 
have experienced or played. Use the silly 
illustration to practice structures such as: 
upside down, only, is missing, is wearing. I 
counted 16 mistakes or things out of place.  
 
Easter  Have any Christians in your class 
tell how this holiday is celebrated in their 
families. Talk about symbols of spring and 
new life: eggs, chicks, rabbits, flowers. 
Explain that Easter and Passover are tied 
together in an important way. Jesus was 
Jewish, and he celebrated the Passover 
with his friends. It was his last supper. He 
died one day after the Jewish Passover. 
Christians celebrate Easter on “the first 
Sunday after the first full moon after 
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the vernal equinox.” Jews determine 
Passover as beginning on the 15th day 
of the Jewish month of Nissan. 

Passover  If there are any Jewish 
students in your class, have them tell 
how their families celebrate Passover. 
Bring in matzohs and macaroons in 
containers with labels that say “Kosher 
for Passover” on them. If there is 
interest, tell them about the 10 plagues 
God sent to Egypt to make the Pharaoh 
let the Jews go: blood, frogs, gnats, 
flies, death of the cattle, boils, hail, 
locusts, darkness, and death of the first 
born. Find out if they know the Ten 
Commandments. Believe in only one 
God. Do not make any images of any 
gods. Do not say God’s name for a silly 
reason, Keep the Sabbath holy. Honor 
your mother and father. Don’t kill, Don’t 
commit adultery. Don’t steal, Don’t tell 
lies about your neighbors. Don’t desire 
things that belong to your neighbors. 

Ask students of other religions or 
backgrounds if they have a set of laws 
that has been handed down and to tell 
about them. 

Earth Day/ Earth Month  You can 
use Earth Month as the theme for the 
entire month of April. Find out what 
activities are going on in your school 
and community; encourage the students 
to attend. Brainstorm an activity that 
the class can create. It can focus on 
lowering carbon dioxide emissions 
or any other Earth Day concern. For 
example, taking plastic garbage bags 
to a park and picking up litter (stress 
importance of using work gloves, so 
they are not handling the litter with 
their hands.) Ask if the day or month 
is celebrated in their home countries. 
How?

Tax scams. Last month we wrote 
about preparing an income tax return. 
This month, we just touch on tax scams, 
which are rampant in low-income 
neighborhoods and bilking immigrants 
out of their hard earned money. Instant 
refunds may seem like a gift from 
someone unless the taxpayers realize it 
is their own money, and they are paying 
a lot to get it a few weeks earlier. 

Administrative Professional’s Day 
(Secretaries’ Day) Although we ran out 
of space and didn’t include Secretary’s 
Day, call attention to this event and the 
date on the calendar (April 25.) Have 
students make a list of school personnel 
who are administrative assistants, 
secretaries, etc. Have students each 
choose a school secretary, custodian, 
(there is no custodian’s day, so let’s 

thank them here) para professional, library 
assistant, etc. to whom to write a letter 
of thanks. Brainstorm what would go 
into such a letter. Provide envelopes and 
deliver the lot to the school office to be 
distributed. Who in the class has worked 
or wants to work as an administrative 
assistant? (Definition: (plural) people in an 
organization who handle the paper work, 
answer the telephones, make appointments, 
pay the bills, etc., and make it possible for 
the others in the organization to do their 
work!) 

This is your page (page 4)

After reading the letter about an April 
fools’ joke, ask students to share any 
experiences they may have had with 
similar jokes. Do they have this type of 
day in the home countries? Ask Persian 
students to tell how they celebrate the 
Feast of Ridwan or ask a community 
member to come and share his experience. 
Encourage students to share a time when 
they confused words that sounded the same 
such as guerrilla/guerilla and flour/flower. 

Beautiful English (page 5)

Objectives: Students will become 
aware of ideas about the names of things. 
They will listen to the sounds of words 
to determine if the sounds have anything 
to do with their meanings. They will 
listen carefully to judge sounds they find 
pleasing, funny, or ugly. 

Procedures: Read the article aloud while 
the students follow along. Ask students to 
repeat the words that are listed in each list. 
Then after reading the questions 1-6, guess 
which list of words match. Have them 
come up with other words that might be 
included, and explore the sounds of words 
in their native languages as well. 

Have students share how babies are 
named in their culture, explain what their 
names mean, and how their parents chose 
their names.

Dr. Ali: Your Health: Aches and 
Pains (page 5)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell what castor oil is made from. They 
will explain one way to use castor oil to 
treat pain. They will be able to name two 
other natural spices that are helpful in the 
treatment of pain.

Procedures: Elicit from your students 
the ways they deal with aches and 
pains. Ask if they have tried any natural 
remedies. Have them describe how to use 
castor oil externally for areas of muscle 

pain. Point out that severe pain, or other pain 
should be checked out for underlying causes 
such as infection, appendicitis, tumor, etc.  

Countries in turmoil (pages 6 & 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to name 
and locate on a map, five countries where 
people have been protesting against a dictator 
or king. They will be able to give four 
reasons why people in these countries want 
change. They will be able to tell three reasons 
these countries are important in the world 
(oil, Suez canal, relations with Israel). They 
will be able to state eight questions that the 
world is asking about the protests.

Procedures: Before reading the article, 
ask students to talk about any unrest or  
protests that they know about in their home 
countries. Ask students to look at the map of 
Northern Africa and the Middle East. Go over 
the chart below the map. Assign one country 
to a pair of students and have them research 
current news to learn what is happening now 
in their assigned countries, and report to the 
class about it. On the board, write a brief 
phrase to sum up what is happening and have 
students copy it on the appropriate space in 
their chart. Point out that even with a leader 
stepping down there are no guarantees that a 
new government will be democratic, nor that 
the people will agree on how to govern the 
country. Point out the variety of opinions on 
whether Islamic law should be the foundation 
of a new government, and the fears for the 
country of Israel. Read the captions on the 
photos at the bottom of page 6. Ask students 
to describe how the protestors are feeling. 

 ANSWERS

1. a

2. d

3. c

4. b

5. a

6. b

7. c

8. b

9. b

10. c

11. T 

12. F (Moses)

13. T

14. T

15. F (deadline) 

16. F (Africa)

17. F (refused)

18. F (Internet)

19. F (oil)

20. T

21.  J (chronic)

22. I (repressive)

23.  H (penalty)

24.  C (criminal)

25.  E (massacre)

26. D (tumor)

27. E (remedy)

28. A (rescue)

29. B (rehabilitate)

30. G (turmoil)



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

___    1. On March 11, 2011, there was a very 
strong earthquake in the country of

  a)  Japan.
  b)  China.
  c)  Haiti.
  d New Zealand. 

____  2. A tsunami is a high wave caused by 

  a)  a volcano.
  b)  high temperatures.
  c)  a strong tide.
  d)  an undersea earthquake

____  3. The Richter scale measures
 
  a) the height of a tsunami
  b) the energy in a tsunami  

c) the power of an earthquake
  d) the weight of an earthquake.

____  4. There was a danger of radiation after 
the earthquake because of  

  a) fallen bridges.
  b) meltdowns at nuclear power plants.
  c) aftershocks. 

d) the tsunami.
 

____  5. Shelters are places for 

  a) people who have to leave their  
    homes, or have no home.

  b) search and rescue teams.
  c)  lost people.
  d)  donating money to help earthquake   

 survivors. 
 

____  6. People can lose their liberty when they

  a) are tough on crime.
  b) commit a crime.
  c) are victims of a crime
  d) want the government to stop crime.

____  7. Some states have “three strikes and you’re 
in” laws. This means

  a) prisoners play baseball for exercise.
  b) workers strike for higher pay three  

       times. 
  c) a person who is convicted of three  

         serious crimes must stay in jail.
  d)  the average jail term is three years. 

____  8. Most criminals in prison 

  a) are young women aged 17 to 24.  
  b) are young men aged 17 to 24.
  c) have broken immigration laws. 
  d) are there for drug-related crimes.

____  9.  Some prisoners who behave well can 

  a) stay in jail for life.
  b) leave prison before the end of their  

 term.
  c) be convicted of a violent crime.
  d) be put on “death row.” 

____  10. Children of prisoners 

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
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  a) can easily visit their parents in jail.
  b) are put into jail, too.
  c) may have to be put into foster homes.
  d) are not hurt when heir parents are put  

 in prison. 



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

II. Events in April

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, write a word to 
replace the underlined word to make the sentence 
true. 

____  11. April Fools’ Day is April 1.                  
                ______________________________

____  12. Passover celebrates the story of Jesus 
leading the Jews out of slavery.   
________________________________

____  13. A Seder is a special Jewish dinner 
where people tell the story of the first 
Passover. ________________________

____  14.  Eggs, flowers, rabbits and chicks are all 
signs of new life in spring. 

                 ______________________________

____  15. April 15 is the first day for sending in 
an income tax return. 

                ______________________________

____  16. People are protesting their governments 
in many countries in the Middle East 
and North America.
_______________________________

____  17. In Libya, protesters asked Muammar 
Ghadafi to step down. He agreed. 
___________________________

____  18. The post office and other new 
technology have helped protesters to 
organize.  _______________________

____  19.  Libya, Saudi Arabia, are important 
because they have large amounts of 
gold. ______________

____  20. A question for new Islamic 
governments: How will they relate to 
Israel? ___________________________

III. Building Vocabulary

 Write the letter of the best word for each 
sentence. 
   Word List

A. rescue  F. disaster
B. turmoil  G. plagues
C. criminal  H. penalty
D. tumor  I. repressive
E. massacre  J. chronic

____  21. A  _______________________ pain is 
one that lasts a long time.

____  22. A government that is forceful and 
punishing is ___________________.

____  23. When you do something wrong you 
may have to pay a ________________.

____  24. A _______________________ is a 
person who has committed a crime.

____  25. A _____________________ is the 
killing of many people by force. 

____  26. An abnormal growth of cells is a 
____________________________.

____  27. When people are ill or have pain, they 
may want a ___________________.

____  28. People who are in danger may need 
someone to _________________ them

.
____  29. Educating and training 

a prisoner will help to 
_____________________________ 
him or her.

____  30. There is _____________________ in 
many countries because people are 
angry at their governments.
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