
Dear Colleagues:

I’m really excited that our website is 
at last getting launched. We are having 
a Grand Opening (same address as our 
old website, www.elizabethclaire.com) 
with lots of discounts, freebies, and free 
shipping for web orders from now til May 
31.  See Page 5 of Easy English NEWS 
for details.

Please visit, if you haven’t before, and 
sign up for the free E-News from me, 
which will arrive once a month around 
the 20th to alert you to upcoming editions 
of EEN, and specials at the website. 
Please let us know if you have any 
troubles there...We have been refining and 
debugging it for 6 months, and it seems 
to work flawlessly, but you never can tell. 
Suggestions for improvement welcome! 
Click on the “contact us” tab.  Encourage 
students to visit, too.

We hate to raise prices! We haven’t 
done so in three years but UPS, USPS, 
printing, rent, photos, etc., have done it to 
us. Please save money and get next year’s 
EEN at this year’s prices by ordering 
before June 30, 2010. Order any books 
you need for next year as well with the 
10% discount until May 31.  

Water, water, everywhere 
(pages 1, 10, and 11)

Objectives: Students will be able to find 
the various rain-soaked states in the article 
on a map, and discuss the causes and 
effects of floods. They will be aware of 
the dangers of driving in flood waters, and 
risks of buying used cars that may have 
been under water. 

Preparation: If you are in flood prone 
place, see http://electrical.about.com/od/
electricalsafety/a/comehomeflood.htm 
This will prepare you to make sure your 
students know what to do when cleaning 
up after a flood. Toxic mold is a very big 
hazard. 

Procedure: If you live in an area that 
had floods or heavy rains, elicit from 
students what effect it had on them. Look 
at the photos and discuss. What feelings 
would a person have whose house was in 
a flood? What would be ruined? Where 
would they go? How would they clean up? 

Elizabeth Claire’s 

Point out the two-edged sword: Staying 
home could mean great danger. People 
worry about leaving home if looters come. 
They don’t know what to do with their 
pets. (Please take them with you, with food 
and supplies. Leave them with friends on 
higher ground if a shelter won’t accept 
them) Hurricane season brings the danger 
of more floods to additional areas, such as 
the Gulf states, and the East Coast states. 
The National Weather Service is predicting 
a bad hurricane season this year. 

Shopping for food (pages 1 and 9)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
identify products in packages and cans by 
the front label. They will learn the names 
of common foods they buy, and brand 
names. 

Procedure: Bring in empty food cans and 
packages of your own and ask students 
to bring in empty packages and cans with 
English labels. (remind them to wash the 
cans thoroughly first). Teach vocabulary 
for the various foods, and point out brand 
names, store brands, product names, 
and descriptions. (Can’t hurt to bring in 
crackers of different kinds (Ritz, Cheezits, 
Saltines, Wheat Thins, etc.) for a taste 
test.) 

Have students work in pairs, identifying 
the brand names, sizes and weights of 
the packages, and check for expiration 
dates. (Next month, in June’s EEN, we’ll 
get more into the ingredient lists and the 
nutritional facts on the backs of packages.) 

Have students see if they can determine the 
contents of the cans and packages on page 
9. Ask about the brand names. Do they use 
this kind of food? What brands do they 
like? Ask questions about the M&B label. 
Examples: What does the label from this 
jar tell you? What is the weight of the can 
of beans? How large is one serving? How 
many servings are there in the jar? Why 
is there a warning in a circle? (A raised 
lid can mean botulism, a deadly toxin 
from bacteria that can get into improperly 
canned or jarred foods.) 

Events in May (pages 2 and 3)

Have students find the dates for each 
of the events described in the month 
and write those in the calendar (May 

Day, Mother’s Day, Armed Forces Day, 
Kentucky Derby, Memorial Day, etc.) Also 
any school events, and personal events 
such as proms, birthdays and anniversaries.
(We will write about proms next month. 
We ran out of room this month.) 

Ask what students do in their home 
countries on May first. The May Day 
Movement article on page 7 is relevant 
here. 

Asian and Pacific Islander Heritage 
Month. Have students locate Asia on a 
world map, and name the countries. Also 
look at the Pacific Ocean and identify 
various islands. What is your school doing 
to mark this month? Have any Asian or 
Pacific Island students demonstrate a skill 
from their own culture. Examples: teach 
chopstick use, tai chi moves, feng shui 
concepts, flower arranging, calligraphy. 
Have them teach the class a few words, a 
short song, or how to count one to five in 
various languages.

If you have Mexican students in your 
class ask them to tell how they celebrate 
Cinco de Mayo. Bring in Mexican music 
or videos of Mexican dancing. Have 
students locate Mexico on a large wall 
map, and find the border, the rivers, the 
areas in the U.S. that have Spanish names. 
Point out that many Mexicans have lived 
in these areas for generations. The states of 
Arizona, Texas, New Mexico, California, 
Nevada, Colorado, and Utah once belonged 
to the country of Mexico, but were lost  
after the Mexican-American War. Have any 
Spanish-speaking students teach others a 
simple song, days of the week, numbers 
one to five, etc.

Ask students what their plans are for 
Mother’s Day. Have students talk with a 
partner about the person who “mothered” 
them. Have students write about someone 
who mothered them. Remembering Moms 
who have passed on is important to 
students too. Some people visit a grave and 
bring flowers.

Kentucky Derby Have students ever 
heard of this event? Have them find the 
names of the horses that are chosen to 
run in this race, and pick a favorite they 
like. See  www.horse-races.net Click 
on 2010 Kentucky Derby Contenders. 
Remind students to watch the race on TV 

   Quizzes and Teacher’s Guide May 2010



 ANSWERS

 1. c

 2. b

 3. c

 4. a

 5. a

 6. d

 7. b

 8. c

 9. d

10. c

11. T 

12. F  
    (education)

13.  F  
      (Mexican         
     Americans)

14.  F  
      (Sunday)

15. F (horse) 

                               

16. F (president)

17. T

18. F (May) 

19. T

20. F (Never)

21. D (mildew)

22. E (petrified)

23. F (condensed)

24. H (ignition)

25. A (appreciate)

26. B (brake)

27. G (bargain)

28. J (shoulder)

29. I     
    (supplements)

30. C (GPS) 

to report to the class how their horse ran. 
Build horse and racing vocabulary: jockey, 
starting gate, back stretch, finish line, etc. 

Armed Forces Day Talk about the  
various branches of the armed services. 
Ask if any students have been in the 
armed forces in their home countries. 
Was it voluntary or required? Was it men 
only, or men and women? Talk about the 
sacrifice that people in the Armed Services 
make for this country. They voluntarily 
join the Armed Forces to follow orders 
and protect the Constitution of the United 
States. What does it take to be willing to 
give one’s life for that ideal? Why is it 
important to remember those who have 
made that sacrifice for those of us who 
enjoy democracy? Does anyone in the 
class have a family member in the Armed 
Forces? Invite a veteran (call the VFW) or 
National Guard person to speak to the class 
about the work of the Armed Forces or the 
importance of Memorial Day. Stress that 
it is also patriotic to work for peace and 
oppose wars. Encourage students to watch 
any parade planned for your community.

 This is your page (page 4)

Read the stories and discuss any 
applications in their own lives. Have they 
ever been helped by a stranger? (Remind 
warnings about trusting, especially in large 
cities. It’s hard to know whom to trust, 
but many Americans will go out of their 
way to help people in trouble, especially 
in smaller cities and towns.) What is 
your students’ experience with the public 
library? Explain how to get a library card 
if they don’t have one. (Maybe take a class 
trip if it makes sense.) Go over some of the 
things a driver needs to know or be skilled 
at before driving on the highway (i.e. there 
is a minimum speed limit on highways, as 
well as a maximum speed limit.)  

Grand Opening (page 5)

Ask students if they have ever been to 
a grand opening of a store. What was it 
like? We are giving a variety of things 
away... Students might enjoy the Tips for 
doing American Crossword puzzles, which 
is a preview of Easy English Crossword 
Puzzles which we will publish later this 
year. It includes step by step instructions 
and hints for doing puzzles, pages of 
two letter words, abbreviations used in 
puzzles, other puzzle vocabulary, and tips 
for success. The downloadable, printable, 
reproducible 22-page gift will include 
three full puzzles and answers.  If your 
students want to get better at puzzles, this 
will help them. If they know nothing about 
doing puzzles, this will get them started.

Dr. Ali: Avoid the toxic trio (page 5)

Objectives: Increase students awareness 
of the responsibility for choosing food 
that nourishes them and eating less junk 
food, fast food, mercury-laden fish, over-
processed food, and avoiding cigarettes 
and drugs, and moderating alcohol use. We 
should probably all also avoid milk from 
cows treated with bovine growth hormone, 
(which doesn’t have to be listed on the 
container. See http://www.rense.com/
general26/milk.htm)

Elicit from students things that they 
think can make an environment toxic or 
harmful: cigarette smoke (one’s own, or 
second hand), smog, fumes from burning 
things, from fresh paint, from formaldehyde 
in wallboards, (homes repaired or built 
with some wallboard from China made 
people sick because the walls gave off 
sulphur fumes), sprays for cleaning ovens, 
sinks, etc; sprays for deodorizing and 
disinfecting; hair sprays; clothes from a 
dry cleaner, anti-perspirants, car exhaust, 
asbestos, bad water, over-chlorinated or 
over-fluorinated water, too much sun, too 
little sun, exposure to electromagnetic 
fields near large power lines, and 
electromagnetic microwave radiation from 
cell phones.

Elicit from students the things they 
think might produce emotionally toxic 
environments that overstimulate the 
body’s chemistry in negative ways: bad 
relationships, bad working conditions, bad 
school conditions, bullying, crime, fights, 
and alas, the nightly news. 

 Of course we can’t avoid all of those, 
or escape quickly but having a goal to 
decrease these in our life is not a bad 
idea. Immigrants typically get the worst 
of the environment and don’t have health 
insurance, so they must take especially 
good care of their health. They need to 
take it into consideration (if they can) 
when there are choices about what to eat, 
where to live, and where to work.  

Central Park, New York (page 6)

Objectives: To be able to talk about New 
York’s Central Park, and facilities at any 
park is in the students’ city. Ask questions 
such as, What park is near you? How often 
do you go to the park? What activities are 
there? Is the park closed after dark? Why 
do you think that is so? Read about Central 
Park, and focus on the activities and scenes 
in the photographs.

The May Day movement (page 7)

Objectives: Students will understand that 
life was difficult for previous immigrants 
as well as for themselves. They will be 
able to tell what the May Day Movement 

was, and the results in the United States. 
They will be able to tell what happened 
in Chicago in May, 1886. How did factory 
and mine owners exploit immigrants? What 
made this possible? (They couldn’t speak 
English, there were many immigrants 
willing to work; conditions were bad in 
their home countries; they couldn’t go 
home easily; one person had no power 
against an employer; the government did 
not protect them.) 

Explain today’s law about a 40-hour 
work week (Fair Labor Standards Act) 
There is no limit on the hours in a day 
or in a week that a worker may work. 
However many types of workers must be 
paid time-and-a-half after 40 hours in one 
week. They cannot be fired for refusing 
to work more hours. Workers in “white 
collar” jobs:  executive, administrative, 
professional, outside sales and computer 
employees do not get paid overtime, and 
often work many more hours. 

Explain that unions in the U.S.  helped 
create the middle class by getting decent 
wages for workers. Many factory owners 
moved South, where there were no unions. 
Later, they moved to other countries, 
where workers had no unions, and the 
government protected the owners, not 
the workers. In 1980, 21% of American 
workers had jobs in factories. Today, only 
11% of American workers have jobs in 
factories. 



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

____  1. Floods in 22 states in March were 
caused by

  
  a) a broken dam.
    b) a hurricane.
  c) melting snow and heavy rain.  

d) rising sea levels.

____  2. Hundreds of families had to
   
  a)   drive through flooded streets.    

b)   leave their homes.
  c)   join the National Guard
  d)   flush their toilets.
  
____  3. Towns lost electric power because

  a) people used too much electricity. 
b) the sewage system was under   
 water.

  c) trees fell on power lines.  
d) floods washed out roads and   
 bridges.

____ 4.  People put down sandbags to 
 
   a) protect their homes from flood   

 waters.    
  b) to help build new roads.   

c) to help build bridges.  
d) for children to play with.

____ 5.  _____________________ told people to 
beware of bacteria in the flood waters 
and wash their hands often.

 
  a) Health officials
  b) The National Guard
  c) President Obama
  d) Drivers

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
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____  6.  Many immigrants came to the U.S. in the 

1880s because

  a) they could learn English here.
  b) they wanted to work 14 hours a   

 day.
  c) they wanted to join a union. 
  d) conditions in Europe were very   

 bad.

____  7. Workers started the May Day Movement 
  a)  to celebrate spring.
    b) to get an 8-hour work day.
  c) to fight with police.
  d) to have the right to a trial by jury.

____  8. On May 1, 1886, thousands of workers 
around the U.S. 

  a) went to Haymarket Square.
  b) had a rally.
  c) went on strike. 
  d) threw bombs at police. 

___ 9.  Haymarket Square is in 

  a)  Los Angeles, California.
  b) New York, NY.
  c) Miami, Florida.
  d) Chicago, Illinois. 

____  10. The workers’ holiday in the United States 
is in 

  a)  May.
  b)  June.
  c) September.
  d)  November.
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II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, make it true. Write 
a word to replace the underlined word. 

____  11. May is Asian and Pacifi c-Islander Month.

            ______________________________

____  12. The Chinese teacher Confucius taught 
that music is very important. 

             ______________________________

____  13.  Cinco de Mayo is an important holiday 
for Asian- Americans. 

             ______________________________

____  14.  Mother’s Day is the second Monday of 
May. 

                ______________________________

____  15. The Kentucky Derby is a car race.     _                  
_______________________________

____  16. The Commander-in-Chief 
of the U.S. Armed Forces 
is the general of the Army.          
______________________________

____  17. Specially trained servicemen 
guard the Tomb of the Unknowns. 
_______________________________

____   18. Memorial Day is the 
last Monday of June.       
______________________________

____  19. Never buy a car that has been in a flood.  
______________________________

____  20. Always buy food that has passed its 
expiration date.         

                ______________________________

 III. Building Vocabulary

Write the best word to complete each sentence. 
Write the letter of that word on the line in front 
of the number. 
   Word List

 A. appreciate  F. condensed   
 B. brake  G. bargain   
 C. GPS  H. ignition   
 D. mildew  I.  supplements
 E. petrified  J.  shoulder 

____  21. ______________________ can grow on 
wet paper, cloth, and walls: 

  ___  22. Lucy is _____________________ of 
snakes. She screams if she sees one.

____  23. Be sure to add a can of milk or water to 
that soup. It’s ___________________.

____  24. Turn the ____________________ key 
to see if the engine will start up.

____  25. I am beginning to _________________ 
the hard work my parents did to help 
me through school.

____  26. Step on the _____________________ 
to stop the car. 

____  27. I got a great ___________________ 
at the Grand Opening of Elizabeth’s 
website.

 
____  28.  When your car gets a flat tire and you 

are on the highway, drive over to the 
________________________ and stop.

____  29. I’m not sure I get enough 
vitamins in my food, so I take 
_______________________. 

____  30. My new _________________ helped 
me to find my way to the movie theater. 


