
Dear Colleagues:

 Happy spring, if it has arrived where you 
are. Thank you all who have sent in the 
feedback form to help us plan what to 
keep, and anything to add for next year. 

My apologies for not including the 
Winter Olympics in our February or March 
issues. Thank you for your letters about 
this.

People have been asking about next 
year’s prices for Easy English NEWS. 
There will be modest increases for the 
school year 2010-2011. However, you can 
avoid the increase by ordering for next 
year before June 30, 2010.  

Is it getting hotter?
(pages 1 and 6)

It’s Earth Month! Our Earth month focus 
is on climate change: what are the current 
symptoms, what are future dangers, who 
knows which way it’s going, what’s causing 
it, what the world is doing about it. 

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
4 facts from the IPCC report and charts 
that show that the earth is warming. 
They’ll be able to tell 5 ideas about 
climate change that scientists disagree on 
and why scientists disagree. 

Background information: Scientists use 
computer-generated scenarios to predict 
what is going to happen to the climate. 
They put in current and past temperature, 
rainfall, air current, and ocean movement 
features, plus the data on the amounts of 
emissions of various gases and pollutants. 
From these, the computer models predict 
what the future climate will be like, and 
what will be the effects of continued or 
increased CO2 emissions. 

Some of the challenges to the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC): Temperatures were higher 
in the 1300s than now, and that must 
have been due to natural causes. There is 
the possibility that the recent warming is 
also natural. The IPCC scientists say “the 
science is settled.” Others disagree. Having 
delved deeply into hundreds of research 
reports, I (Elizabeth) personally conclude 
that 1. The science is not at all settled, and 
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2. Scientists, politicians and news reporters 
choose and interpret data  from original 
sources according to their own bias. 

There are many unknown factors. Still, 
governments are under pressure to make 
decisions even if the future is not certain. 
Some ask: Should they wait until the polar 
ice melts and the sea levels rise? It will 
be too late. Others ask: Should they spend 
vast amounts of money that may cripple 
their economies when it might not be 
necessary?  

Brilliant scientists disagree. This much I 
have learned after three weeks of intensive 
reading of original sources of data for this 
article: I am a science junkie, and it all 
boggles the mind.  When I read a news 
article on climate change in the media, I 
back track to the source of its information 
and often find that data have been taken 
out of context or even deliberately skewed. 
Should Easy English NEWS readers to 
have an opinion about global warming? 
I don’t, and recommend that they 
shouldn’t, either, unless they are trained 
meteorologists doing current research. 
(This doesn’t mean each person can’t 
personally lower their carbon impact, by 
lowering use of electricity, taking public 
transportation, keeping thermostats low, 
turning off lights, etc. 

Who says that global warming is 
caused by CO2 emissions and we are 
in serious danger? The UN Secretary 
General Ban Ki Moon; IPCC scientists; 
manh world leaders; Al Gore; people in 
low-lying islands; people who hunt or fish 
near the Arctic Ocean; people in areas 
that have been abnormally hot or are 
experiencing drought; people in areas that 
recently have malaria mosquitoes; people 
who invested money in nuclear, wind, 
solar, and other alternative energies.

Who says global warming is not 
happening, or is not caused by humans? 
Many IPPC scientists who did not sign 
the report; other well-respected scientists; 
people in areas that are cooling; owners, 
workers, and investors in companies 
that profit from coal, gas, and oil; the 
companies that own machines and 
power plants that use those fossil fuels, 
people who don’t want more government 
regulations. 

The big questions are: Is the planet 
continuing to warm? If so, is this natural 
or man made? If man-made, can it be 
stopped? What will it cost? Can we wait 
until the science is perfect?

Gradual warming can reach a “tipping 
point” and cause warming to get faster 
and faster say IPCC scientists. If the ice 
at the poles melts, the darker open water 
will absorb more sunlight than ice does. 
Warmer ocean water will melt ice faster. 
It will also cause the permafrost to melt 
faster, which releases methane, which is 
a more powerful greenhouse gas that can 
trap more heat, and cause further warming 
and ice melting. Ocean levels rise, not only 
because of melting glaciers, but because 
warm water expands.  

For further background, see these 
websites: http://www.ipcc.ch/ and  http://
www.aip.org/history/climate/ 

Activities: On the board, illustrate how 
glass in a greenhouse works: the sun’s rays 
come through the glass to warm the inside. 
The heat cannot easily get out through the 
glass. Explain that “greenhouse gases” 
do the same thing for the planet. Explain 
that without some greenhouse gases, we’d 
freeze! And that with too much of the sun’s 
heat trapped, the earth can get warmer.

Use a physical world map to locate 
population centers that are located on 
coasts, that is, at sea level: Bangladesh, 
Maldive Islands, the Netherlands, 
the entire East and Gulf Coasts of 
the U.S., etc. Bring in reports about 
Congress’s current discussions on CO2 
emission regulations. Depending on 
the sophistication of your students, 
assign groups to report on 2009-2010 
information about glaciers, sea level, polar 
bear population, fish, birds and malaria 
mosquitoes changing habitat, etc.

Food safety (pages 1, 10 & 11)

Food is more dangerous than it used to 
be! In addition, busy working parents are 
not always able to pass down traditional 
kitchen safety lore. Newcomers are 
represented in higher proportions than 
native English speakers in the 87 million 
cases of food poisoning each year. For one 
thing, they may not notice labels such as 
“Refrigerate after opening.” 
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 ANSWERS

 1.  b

 2.  d

 3.  c

 4.  b

 5.  a

 6.  c

 7.  a

 8.  c

 9.  b

10. a

11. F (April         
     Fool’s Day)

12. F (taxes)

13. T

14. F (British)

15. F (trees)

 

16. F (Europe) 

17. T

18. F (Tears) 

19. T

20. F (museum)

21. D (1040 Form)

22. A (wiggle)

23. H (thaw)

24. B (estimate)

25. F (calamity)

26. G (toxin) 

27. C (fossil fuel)

28. J (Arctic)

29. E (perishable)

30. I (skeptic) 

   Objectives: Students will be able 
to explain safe practices for buying, 
transporting, preparing, cooking, and 
storing  perishable foods. They will be able 
to locate expiration dates on containers, 
and tell why they’re important.

Warn about party and picnic food left 
out at room temperatures or in summer 
heat. Many schools no longer have food 
at their culture fairs for the dangers of 
unsupervised preparation and perishable 
foods. For more details on food safety 
see Foodsafety.gov. For descriptions of 
symptoms of various food-borne illnesses,  
see CDC.gov. 

Events in April (pages 2 and 3)

April Fools’ Day Point out that April 
Fools’ Day tricks are supposed to make 
others laugh. The tradition is one of gentle 
tricks, where no one is hurt, and property 
is not harmed. 

Activities: Brainstorm lies to tell for 
April Fool’s Day. Have a joke telling day. 
Assign students to find and practice telling 
a joke. Have students send short jokes that 
they and others think are funny to Easy 
English NEWS to use for Funny Stuff next 
year. (Emailed submissions are best). Have 
students find eight things in the hiking 
scene on page 2 that are wrong. Teach 
structures such as There is an x in a y. X is 
upside down. The hiker is wearing __. An x 
doesn’t belong on a y, etc. 

  Administrative Professionals’ Day 
Have students write letters to the people 
at your school who make things run 
smoothly: secretaries, custodians, crossing 
guards, bus drivers, etc.

Easter Have any Christian students in 
your class (or invite one in) to tell the 
story of Jesus’ crucifixion, if appropriate, 
being sure again, to preface statements 
with “Christians believe” or “The story 
in the Bible says....” Tell of the “Golden 
Rule” that seems universal in all religions: 
Do to others that which you would want 
others to do to you. 

Color hard-boiled eggs in class, or 
provide instructions so students can color 
eggs at home. Be sure that they understand 
that they need white eggs, and have to 
gently hard boil the eggs (14 minutes) 
first. Store colored eggs in the refrigerator 
until eaten.  For additional resources for 
Easter check: www.theholidayspot.com

April 15: taxes due  
Objectives: Students will be able to 
explain that most people pay taxes each 

week or month before April 15, because 
employers take the taxes out of their pay. 
Students will be able to tell that many 
people get a refund, because too much tax 
was taken out. Point out that it might take 
the government 6 to 8 weeks to send the 
refund. Some tax services offer “instant 
refunds” (Which is a loan with a very high 
rate of interest.) Advise waiting for their 
money from the IRS, and getting it all. 

Have students be aware that they should 
keep a copy of their tax return and their 
receipts for at least three years; seven 
years if they are in business. They may 
need a copy of their tax return when they 
or their children apply for loans, assistance 
programs, scholarships or grants.
Arbor Day  talk about the many things 
trees do for humans. People say that A dog 
is man’s best friend, but it might be trees!

Earth Day/Month  Objectives. Students 
will be aware of events in your area that 
they may participate in for Earth Day. Ask 
students to make lists of what people in 
their neighborhood/community do to care 
for the environment, and what more could 
be done. Examples: trees planted along the 
street; gardens; sanitation pick ups; storm 
sewers; people being kind to each other. 
Versus litter, graffiti, smoke, loud mufflers 
on cars, people being impatient, rude or 
violent with each other, etc. 

Additional classroom resource activities 
can be found at: http://www.abcteach.
com/directory/seasonalholidays/earth_
day

This is your page (page 4)

Read the stories and have students share 
opinions about them and relate any similar 
stories from their own lives. 

Ask Elizabeth (page 5)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell how to get an extension for filing an 
income tax return. (Do not ask questions 
that would reveal the students’ status 
of  “working under the table,” either as a 
legal or an undocumented worker. Students 
should keep that information out of other’s 
awareness, because it’s a crime.)

Your Health, Dr. Ali 
Move those muscles (page 5

Have students notice that they can think about 
moving a fi nger, then actually move it. What 
happens? What makes a muscle move? Have 
them wiggle toes, nose, eyebrows, etc., stand 
up, sit down, raise their hands, and in the 
process feel the many muscles at work. Incor-
porate some movement into your lessons each 
day to get the oxygen fl owing. 

Heroes and History
Ellis Island (page 7)

New immigrants don’t always realize 
that the people they encounter on the 
streets, their teachers, shopkeepers, 
clerks, police officers, bankers, etc. are 
the sons and daughters and grandsons 
and granddaughters of immigrants who 
came before them. The museum at Ellis 
Island helps today’s immigrants to see 
the dramatic social mobility that has 
allowed many immigrant families to move 
from “the bottom to the top” in several 
generations or fewer.  See http://www.nps.
gov/elis/forkids/upload/ellisjrranger.pdf

Have students compare the reasons 
immigrants came to the U.S. in the early 
1900s with reasons they came now. 
Many of today’s immigrants come from 
countries where conditions now are similar 
to conditions in Europe in early 1900s: 
overpopulation, poverty, religious or 
political repression, and little individual 
opportunity. Ask questions such as “How 
long was your trip to the U.S.?  What was 
the first thing that you saw in the U.S. ? 
Who were the first people you spoke to in 
the U.S.? Read a chapter from Kristina, 
1904, the Greenhorn Girl out loud to 
them, if appropriate. It’s available at 
my website www.Elizabethclaire.com, 
and is suitable for high intermediate and 
advanced students. Single copy $10; five 
or more $8 each.



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

____  1. Leaders met in Copenhagen, Denmark 
in December to talk about  

  
  a) food safety.
    b) climate change.
  c) too many polar bears.
  d) raising taxes.

____  2. The IPCC report says that polar ice and 
glaciers around the world are 

 
   a) getting colder.
   b) growing larger.
  c) staying the same.
  d) melting.

____  3. The IPCC report says low land by the 
sea is in danger because  

 
   a) the sea level is falling.
  b) the ocean is getting colder from   

 melting ice
  c) the sea level is rising.
  d) there are more fish in the ocean.

____  4.  The IPCC report said that the earth’s 
warming is probably caused by 

  a) lightning.
  b) the burning of fossil fuels.
  c) solar and wind energy.
  d) oxygen.

____  5. IPCC scientists say that

  a) they do not know all the causes of  
 earth’s temperature changes. 
b) Their computers predicted the   
 heavy snow of 2009-2010.

  c) The earth will be cooling soon.
  d) Weather and climate are the same  

 thing.
 

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
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____  6. Some foods may have _______________ 
that can make you sick.

  a) expiration dates
  b) packages
  c) bacteria
  d) a temperature

____  7. Keep perishable food in 

  a)  a refrigerator or freezer.
    b) an air-conditioned room.
  c) a warm room.
  d) a plastic bag.

____  8.  Cook hamburger until it is 

  a) pink.
  b) delicious.
  c) well done.
  d) hot. 

____  9. Fruit  may have bacteria, pesticide, and 
other chemicals on it.  For that reason, it is 
best to _______ it before eating it. 

  a)  cook
  b) wash or peel
  c) refrigerate
  d) thaw

____  10.  People with food allergies or diabetes 
need to

  a)   read food labels carefully.
  b)   avoid fresh vegetables.
  c)  eat more sugar and peanuts.
  d)   eat raw eggs. 
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II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, make it true. Write 
a word to replace the underlined word. 

____  11. People play tricks and tell lies on Earth 
Day _____________________

____  12. April 15 is the deadline for paying your 
rent. ________________________

____  13. Lent, Palm Sunday, and Good Friday 
are part of Christians Easter celebration. 

               _____________________________

____  14.  Battles on April 19, 1775 were between 
American Minutemen and German 
soldiers. 

____  15.  Arbor Day is a day to plant flowers. 

____  16. Before 1954, most immigrants to the 
United States came from Asia. 

                 ______________________________

____  17.  One of the first sights for new 
immigrants who arrived in New York by 
ship was the Statue of Liberty. 
________________________________

____   18. Ellis Island’s nickname was “Island of 
Immigrants.” 

                 ______________________________

____  19.  At Ellis Island, immigrants had to show 
a document to prove they had a job in 
the United States. 
______________________________

____  20. Today Ellis Island is an immigration 
inspection center.

                ______________________________

III. Building Vocabulary

Write the best word to complete each sentence. 
Write the letter of that word on the line in front 
of the number. 
   Word List

 A.  wiggle F.  calamity
 B. estimate G. toxin
 C.  fossil fuel H.  thaw 
 D. 1040 Form I. skeptic
 E.  perishable J. Arctic

____  21. Fill out your income tax return on a 
_______________________.

____  22. When you _________________ your 
nose, you move it a little bit.

____  23.  You can  ___________________frozen 
meat in the refrigerator over night, or 
in a microwave. 

____  24. If you don’t know all the facts, you will 
have to _____________________your 
answer.

____  25. A disaster in which many 
people are hurt or die is a 
_________________________.

____  26. Botulism is a _____________ that can 
cause serious food poisoning. 

____  27. Coal is an example of a 
__________________________.

____  28.  The area near the North Pole is the 
______________________.

____  29. Food that can be spoiled or get sour is 
____________________

____  30. A person who does not believe 
something that other people believe is a  
_____________________________.


