
Dear Colleague:

What a year it has been, and what a 
year it will be. Hold on to your hats. 
We are thankful for all the courageous, 
overworked, inventive teachers who have 
had to learn new ways of doing things, 
impossible ways of reaching all your 
students, heartaches for not being in the 
classroom, and fears for your own safety 
and that of your students and your family.

We at Easy English NEWS are still here, 
hanging on, and ready to serve you.  We 
were deluged with requests for a digital 
edition, which is not as easy or inexpensive 
to produce as one might think. At last, we 
found BigTimbermedia.com which can 
digitize and distribute the paper to our paid 
customers. Prices will be the same as for 
the paper edition. If your school starts out 
with virtual classes and later opens for in-
person instruction (or vice versa), call us 
to switch your subscription from virtual 
to print. Information is at our website, 
elizabethclaire.com. 

Be sure to sign up at the website to 
get our emails with links to our free 
supplementary materials each month, 
as well as ideas for ways we can be of 
assistance. In addition to this monthly 
Teacher’s Guide and Quizzes, you’ll find 
supplementary activities for each issue: 
recorded readings of important articles, 
cloze exercises, short-answer tests, and 
critical-thinking and creative-thinking 
questions, and links to YouTube videos 
that can give visuals to enhance the 
comprehension of key articles.

For students who have never used Easy 
English NEWS before, show the meanings 
of the words you will use: head line, 
article, paragraph, subhead, boldfaced 
words, asterisk, word help, continued on, 
and so forth. Show the organization of the 
paper: current news, events in the month, 
readers’ stories, Ask Elizabeth, and the 
center fold which is news on the upcoming 
election, the page for idioms, crossword 
puzzle and joke, pages that continue other 
articles, and word help. Start the lesson 
with a simple article such as any of the 
readers’ stories on page 4. 

If you order the digital edition, we will 
send you instructions for accessing your 
account at my.bigtimbermedia.com and 

how to have your students access it too.
Give instructions to students for enlarging 
the paper (double click, then click on the 
+ sign at the top). Tell them how to click 
on the right arrow to go through the pages, 
and let students wander through the paper.    

Elizabeth Claire and Carol Brigham

Can a vaccine end COVID-19?  
(pages 1 and 9)

Objectives:  Students will be able to 
explain the purpose of a vaccine and the 
tests it has to undergo. They will be able to 
explain how Operation Warp Speed can get 
a vaccine ready sooner than normal. They 
will be able to tell some of the questions 
people have about a COVID-19 vaccine. 

Procedures: Review vocabulary such as 
vaccine, pandemic, contagious, sanitize, 
and virus. Ask questions such as Have you 
ever had a vaccine? For what diseases? 
Do you know anyone who has had 
COVID-19? 

Read the article, a paragraph at a time, 
and verify comprehension with short 
answer questions. Have students read 
the same paragraph out loud. Help with 
pronunciation as needed. Ask if they have 
seen movies in which spaceships travel at 
extremely fast speeds. Explain that warp 
speed is a science fiction term for speed 
faster than the speed of light (86,000 
miles per second). Today, people use the 
term warp speed to mean extremely fast. 
Use the questions on page 11 Let’s Talk 
About It for further comprehension and 
discussion. 

Will schools open? (pages 1 and 5)

You are in the position of therapist as 
well as teacher in this pandemic. Ask 
students their experiences with the school 
closings, with wearing a mask, sheltering 
at home, avoiding others. Provide the 
structures and vocabulary they need 
to talk about their experiences. Stress 
that the precautions have to continue in 
order to slow down the virus until there 
is a treatment or a vaccine. Listen to 
complaints patiently and agree that it isn’t 
easy but it’s necessary to save lives. Help 
students to learn ways to relieve anxiety 
(breathe deep, exercise, play with family, 
sing cheerful songs, watch comedies, 

watch funny kittens on Youtube.com). 
For us, this pandemic has caused a huge 
shift in society and the world from the old 
normal. But for young students...it may 
seem the way it is always going to be. 
Help them think about planning just one 
day at a time, and that’s OK. Things may 
change from day to day. 

Have the students read the article silently 
or for homework. Ask questions such as: Is 
it easier to learn online or in school? What 
do you like about learning online? What is 
difficult about it? What do you like about 
learning in school? What is difficult about 
it? How can the school make it safe for 
students to have lessons in person? Does 
our school have those? 

After reading the article, have students 
come up with a list of questions they’d like 
to know about their school. What is the 
address of the school? How many students 
go to this school? How many teachers are 
there? How many classrooms? Who is in 
the school besides teachers and students? 
Give students the website address of your 
school and a research assignment to get 
useful information about it. 

Review names of subjects, teachers, 
principal, departments, floors, offices, 
and requirements for graduation. For 
juniors and seniors, explain requirements 
for graduation; for applying to college; 
college costs; local community colleges; 
vocational schools; and so forth. 

Events in September  
(pages 2 and 3)

Labor Day  Ask questions such as: Did 
you see a Labor Day parade last year? Do 
you know anyone who belongs to a union? 
What is the purpose of a union? Is there 
a day to celebrate workers in your home 
country? (May 1 is International Labor 
Day). 

This could be a time to learn names of 
various common jobs and occupations. 
Why do you think that most of the hardest 
work has been done by immigrants in the 
U.S.? (Physical work in construction didn’t 
need English; immigrants were willing 
to work hard because they had had worse 
conditions in their home country.) Ask what 
occupations they know about, and what 
occupation they think about for their future.
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Hurricane Season This is especially 
relevant to students on the East Coast 
and Gulf Coast as we are in the height 
of the hurricane season now. Please 
take advantage of our free Hurricane 
Safety in Simple English for life-saving 
practices before, during, and after a 
hurricane at Elizabethclaire.com.

Grandparents Day  Well, I couldn’t 
help it; the photo is of my son Jon, 
my daughter-in-law Sue, and my 
great grandkids and their other set 
of grandparents. Have your students 
tell about their grandparents, what 
they’ve learned from them, where they 
are, when they see them, etc. Teach 
them how to make a family tree. Have 
students brainstorm a list of questions 
they might ask their grandparents. 

Patriot Day The traumatic events of 
September 11, 2001 happened before 
many of your students were born. Have 
students look at the photo and imagine 
how much work it was to build those 
twin towers. OMG! Planes crashed into 
those? Completely destroyed them? 
Usually, large crowds go down to lower 
Manhattan to the Memorial Pools there 
to listen to the family members read the 
names of those who died in the attack.  

Hispanic Heritage Month  Explain 
that there are special months in the 
U.S. for celebrating the history and the 
culture of different minority groups. If 
there are Latinos in your class, have 
them talk about heroes in their home 
country and their accomplishments. 
Have them show or play music, art, 
photos, etc. depicting their culture 
and history. Show a hemisphere map 
or world map and have your students 
learn the locations and names of Latin 
countries of the Caribbean, and of 
Central and South America as well as 
Spain and Portugal. (Brazilians speak 
Portugese, so they are not considered 
Hispanic.) With a U.S. map, find 
place names of Hispanic origin in the 
Southwest and Florida. (Look for El, La, 
Los, Las, San, Santo and Santa before 
the second part of the name.)

Constitution Day is September 17. 
Students will be able to tell the purposes 
of a constitution, some of the contents 
of the U.S. Constitution, how old it is, 
and who wrote it. (Although we wrote 
that a president had to be born in the 
United States, the actual words in the 
Constitution are: No Person except a 
natural born U.S. citizen can be elected 
president. A person born to an American 
citizen in another country is considered 
to be natural born. 

Please download The U.S. Constitution 
in Simple English from my website www.
elizabethclaire.com for your intermediate 
and advanced high school and adult 
students. Let the social studies teachers in 
your school know where to find it. 

Rosh Hashana: The western calendar’s 
new year begins on January 1, in the 
middle of winter. Jewish new year begins 
at the end of harvest time. When does the 
new year begin in your home country or 
religion? Discuss the idea of symbols...
sweet foods to symbolize a sweet year...

This Is Your Page (page 4)

As students read the stories, ask 
comprehension questions. Then have 
students share their own COVID-19 
or quarantine stories. If students have 
good stories about their experiences as 
immigrants, encourage them to send 
them to us. We pay $20 for each story we 
publish. See Writer’s Guidelines at our 
website for instructions. We don’t publish 
fiction, essays, or student poetry. Word 
limits: 100-300. 

Ask Elizabeth (page 5)

With not a lot of happy news in the 
air in August and so many worries about 
school and the coronavirus pandemic, we 
have to remember that we teachers are 
in loco parentis, which includes being 
part therapist during the school day. Use 
Total Physical Response activities both 
for practicing listening skills and getting 
oxygen delivered to the brain. 

Read the article and practice those that 
are doable in class (deep breathing, fake 
smiling, posture, song.) The webcam of 
a coral reef is pretty neat. Assign ten 
minutes of watching it for homework 
every night, and have students invite other 
members of the family to watch. Have 
students give a report on whether it works 
to relieve stress. 

Will COVID-19 affect the 2020  
election? (page 6)

 A presidential election year is a great 
opportunity for learning how our elections 
work. It’s a challenge to make complex 
procedures comprehensible to newcomers 
who may have experienced quite different 
forms of government. Whether your 
students are already citizens, or intend to 
become citizens, or have no chance to be 
citizens, it’s still important. This year, it’s 
going to be more complex than ever, with 
conventions without hoopla, debates done 
virtually, elections by mail, with angry 
assertions by either side of fraud, rigging, 
and unusually negative ads.

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
who the candidates for president and vice 
president are and the political party they 
belong to. (We’ll get into third parties next 
month.) They’ll be able to explain how the 
pandemic has affected the campaign, the 
election, and will affect the counting of votes. 

Procedures: Elicit from the class what they 
already know about the upcoming election: 
Who is the president now? Who is vice 
president? When is the election? Who are the 
candidates? What are the two major political 
parties? Who can vote in this election? Bring 
in any additional photos, videos, up to date 
news articles, Ads, etc. Talk about the normal 
way Americans vote...which is complex 
enough. We’ll go over the electoral college 
system next month.

What does a U.S. president do? (page 7) 

Objectives: Students will be able to list ten 
jobs or powers of the President of the United 
States. They will explore and compare the 
powers of leaders in their native countries. 
Procedures: Ask students questions such 
as: Who is the leader of your home country? 
How did that person become the leader? 
What are the responsibilities and powers of 
that leader? How long can that person be a 
leader? How long can an American president 
be president? When will the U.S. have a new 
president? Build the vocabulary your students 
need to understand the article. Use the photos 
on the page of President Trump in action to 
illustrate some of the jobs of a president. 

 1. b
 2. c
 3. d
 4. b
 5. b
 6. b
 7. a
 8. c
 9. c
10. d
11. F (Labor Day)
12. T
13. F (autumn)
14. F (The     
     Constitution)
15. T
16. F (November)

17. F  (masks)
18. T 
19. F (35)
20. T
21. G (budget)
22. I 
(quarantine)
23. J (veto)
24. A     
   (ambassador)
25. C (dose)
26. F  
   (Constitution)
27. B  
    (pandemic)
28. H (inhale)
29. D (meddle)
30. E  
    (disposable) 

ANSWERS



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

____  1. COVID-19 is 

  a)  an economic term.
  b)  a disease caused by a coronavirus.
  c)  a hand sanitizer.
  d)  a pharmaceutical company.

____  2. Operation Warp Speed is

  a)  a mission to Mars.
  b) a treatment for an illness.
  c)  a program to create a vaccine.
  d)  a program to build fast jets. 

____  3. The FDA will approve a vaccine   
    when it is 

  a)  effective.
  b)  safe. 
  c)  not too expensive.  
  d)  safe and effective.

____  4. Herd immunity occurs when

  a)  all of a farm’s cows and horses
   are immune from a virus.
  b)  70-80% of the population has had  

 a virus or a vaccination.
  c)  the U.S. bans people from    

 other countries.
  d)  everyone wears a mask and stays   

 six feet away from each other.

____  5.  Side effects are
 
  a) things that happen to the side of   

 a person.
  b) unwanted results of a vaccine or   

 medicine.
  c) immunity to a disease like    

 COVID-19.
  d)  never a problem.

I. Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
Quiz I
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___    6. One job of the President is to ____ the 
national laws of the United States.

   a) judge
   b) enforce
  c) break
  d) appoint

____  7. The President is the Commander-in-Chief of 

  a) the Armed Forces.
    b) the Congress.
  c) the Supreme Court.
  d) the White House.

____  8. The President can _____ a bill if he does not 
want it to become a law. 

  a) sign
  b) approve
  c) veto
  d) pass

____  9. The President appoints the heads of 
government departments, ambassadors to 
other countries, and 

  a) state governors.
  b) senators.
  c) justices of the Supreme Court.
  d) leaders of foreign countries.

____  10. The President can make treaties with

  a) the Armed Forces.
  b)  the Supreme Court.
  c) American voters.
  d)  other countries.



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________
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II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, make it true. Write 
a word to replace the underlined word. 

____  11. The first Monday in September is 
Constitution Day.

                ______________________________

____  12. Patriot Day is to remind us of the 
events on September 11, 2001. 
___________________________

____  13. The first day of summer is September 
22.  

                _______________________________

____  14. Congress tells the powers and duties of 
the U.S. president. 

                 _______________________________

____  15. Latinos celebrate their culture during 
Hispanic Heritage Month.

                 ______________________________

____  16.  The Atlantic hurricane season 
is June 1 to August 30.                 
______________________________

____  17. Social distancing and hats are the best 
way to stop the spread of COVID-19.

                ______________________________

____  18.  Exercise can help you improve your     
 mood. ________________________

____  19.  A President must be at least 45 years 
old. ______

____  20.  A president’s term is four years.  
_________

 III. Building Vocabulary
 
Write the best word to complete each sentence. 
Write the letter of that word on the line in front 
of the number.  
   Word List

A.  ambassador  F. Constitution
B. pandemic    G. budget
C. dose   H. inhale
D. meddle   I.  quarantine
E. disposable     J.  veto

____  21. A plan for earning, saving, and 
spending money is a ____________.

____  22. A person who has COVID-19 should 
_______________ for 14 or more days.

____  23. The president can _______________ a 
bill that he does not like.

____  24. A person who represents a country 
in another country is a / an 
_________________________. 

____  25. A vaccine has to be tested to decide the 
correct _________ for different ages.

____  26. The basic set of rules for the 
United States government are in the             
_______________________________.

____  27. A disease that many people 
have all over the world is a  
____________________.

____  28. We ___________ air through our nose 
or mouth.

____  29. Will China, Russia, or other countries  
_____________ in the U.S. election?

____  30. You can throw away a ______________ 
mask.


