
Dear Colleague:

We at Easy English NEWS are 
thrilled that hundreds of teachers and 
thousands students have been enjoying 
our digitized version. Remember, that 
if your school changes from online to 
in-person instruction, you can call our 
office to switch how you get the paper. 
One caveat, though: We’ll need to know 
by the 13th of the preceding month so we 
can gauge how many papers to print and 
pack. Also remember: All the bells and 
whistles that go with Easy English NEWS 
(Cloze exercises, short-answer questions, 
audio recordings, and lists of YouTube 
videos) are available at our website, free to 
subscribers.

Writing for the October paper has been 
a challenge. So many things to catch 
students up on from hurricanes, fires, and 
continuing COVID-19, to election news 
and the summer of protests still going 
on as we went to editors. Your job: stay 
current with the news so you can bring 
students up to date after they have some of 
the important vocabulary to work with.   
Elizabeth Claire and Carol Brigham

A Deadly Hurricane Season (pages 
1 and 10)

Writing about a hurricane is like riding a 
bucking bronco with the sense that the ride 
will be over by the time students get the 
paper. However, it being hurricane season, 
there are a few more hurricanes to come, 
and the vocabulary and safety concerns are 
needed by all readers in the Gulf Coast and 
East Coast. Tropical Storms Nana, Omar, 
Paulette, and Rene have come and gone 
without U.S. incident, but here come Sally, 
Teddy, and Vicky.  

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell 8 effects of a hurricane’s wind and 
rain and will know which states are in 
danger of hurricanes. They will be able 
to explain where they should go if they 
have a mandatory evacuation order. They 
will be able to tell what help is available 
for people affected by a hurricane. 
Preparation: Go to National Weather 
Service to see what new storms may be 
brewing in the Atlantic and any statistics 
about the season. Procedures: Have your 
class watch a YouTube clip on Hurricane 
Laura. Ask questions such as Have you 

ever needed to evacuate because of a 
storm or a fire? Where did you go? What 
was it like? Read the article and build the 
vocabulary students need to talk about it. 
Use the discussion questions on page 11 to 
talk about it. 

Election 2020 - Important Problems 
to Solve (pages 1 and 11)

Objectives: The class will be able to 
tell six problems the next president will 
have to deal with. Students will be able 
to tell which issues are important to them 
personally. They will know the dates of 
the debates and resources to find out the 
candidates’ ideas and promises.

Keep your own opinions out of the 
classroom. Let the students discuss 
candidates without feeling pressure to 
favor your candidate or the candidate 
others in the class prefer. In a democracy, 
we tolerate a variety of opinions. 

There are too many nuances to simplify 
candidates’ stands on issues. In general, 
Republicans stress individual responsibility 
and the power of the free enterprise system 
to create jobs, and boost the economy, 
if businesses are not over regulated or 
too-highly taxed. The Democrats have 
a strong belief in the social programs 
paid for by government and safety nets 
for unemployed, low-income workers, 
and single-parent families. Much of the 
election may not be about the issues but 
about the candidates...who is a better 
leader, has a better plan for fighting 
COVID-19, has a better character, can 
create jobs, can solve racial divisions, etc. 

Procedures: Before reading the article, 
ask students what they have heard about 
the election, the candidates, and the 
problems that are important to voters. 
Have students learn the difference between 
fact and opinion. Example: Christopher 
Columbus was  Italian (fact). Christopher 
Columbus was a great hero (opinion). 
Write the problems students mention on 
the board. Then read the article, add any 
problems that are not on the board. Assign 
research projects on some of the problems 
so students can present facts in the case. 
Assign students to watch the evening news 
in English or in their home language to 
follow the events in the election.  

Events in October  
(pages 2 and 3)

Heritage month  Germans have their 
Oktoberfest, Polish have the Pulaski Day 
Parade, Italians celebrate Columbus Day 
with parades and pride. Some groups 
propose that October should be European-
American Heritage Month.  

Foods from Europe are now typical 
American foods: hot dogs, hamburgers, 
pies, barbecue, cole slaw, doughnuts, 
bagels, pizza, spaghetti, ice cream, coffee, 
sandwiches, french fried potatoes, pretzels, 
sausages. Have students in your class 
present facts about their country, its folk 
heroes, food, music, art, and customs. 

Columbus Day Have students retell the 
story of Columbus as they learned it in 
their native country. Talk about discovery; 
ask students questions about their own 
“discovery” of America. Such as: Was 
your trip to America dangerous? What 
adventures did you have on the way? What 
surprises did you find? Did you want to 
turn back? Have you gone on discovery 
trips in your neighborhood or around the 
country? Tell the story of how Columbus 
enslaved many of the Indians he found 
here, which knowledge now makes him 
less admirable. Discuss: What do you think 
should happen to statues of Columbus?

Fire Prevention Week  Objectives: 
Students will be able to explain a number 
of safety tips to prevent fires, deal with 
getting out of fires, and create a family 
plan. If you live in the west where huge 
areas are threatened by fire, bring in 
information about those and stress safety 
in woods, and in times when they need to 
evacuate. Ask students to conduct a fire 
safety tour of their own home, looking 
for fire hazards and fire preventive 
devices. Encourage students to install 
smoke detectors in their sleeping areas 
if they don’t have them, and test them 
twice a month. Have a qualified person 
demonstrate the use of a fire extinguisher 
(outdoors). Encourage students to organize 
a plan with their family of what to do in 
case of fire and have a family fire drill. 
Invite a local firefighter or other expert 
to come to speak to your class about fire 
safety. Find more information at redcross.
org/sound-the-alarm.html. 

 Quizzes and Teacher’s Guide     October 2020



United Nations Birthday  Objectives: 
Students will be able to name several 
purposes of the United Nations, the 
current Secretary General, the five 
permanent members of the Security 
Council, and the six official languages of 
the UN.  

Halloween Have students who were in 
the U.S. in previous years tell what they 
saw and did on Halloween. Brainstorm 
types of characters that a person might 
be for Halloween. Stress that it is a time 
of fun for children, but many adults 
also wear a costume. Watch a video of 
trick or treaters. If your class is meeting 
in person, use social distancing to act 
out the Trick or Treat activity. Have 
some students be “neighbors” who open 
the door for other students who are 
“tricksters” who knock and say “Trick 
or Treat.” The neighbors give out small 
candies. The visitors say “Thank you.” 
The neighbor says “You’re welcome.” 
Make sure to talk about how COVID-19 
will make this year different. Stress that 
it is very important, if their community 
is still going to trick-or-treat, to follow 
safety guidelines.

This Is Your Page (page 4)

As students read the stories, ask 
comprehension questions. Then have 
students share their own stories of 
a similar nature. Ask questions such 
as: Have you had trouble with people 
understanding you? Tell about it. Are 
movies different in the U.S. than your 
home country? How do you videochat 
with your family and friends? Have you 
ever wanted to leave a place as quickly 
as possible? Tell about it. Tell about 
problems you’ve had traveling in other 
countries. Do you ever buy lottery 
tickets? 

Dr. Ali: Your Health (page 5)

Stress to your students that Dr. Ali’s 
articles are for information only, they 
are not prescriptions. If you have a 
medical condition, see your own health 
practitioner. There are many causes of 
dry skin, but some can be helped with 
drinking fluids and nutrition. Read the 
article and discuss.

Ask a Speech Coach:  
Past tense endings (page 5)

The most frequent student error 
with regular past tense endings is to 
leave them out. The second error is to 
mispronounce them or overcorrect the 
pronunciation. Have fun practicing.

Popular Votes and Electoral Votes 
(page 6)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
explain the difference between popular 
votes and electoral votes for president. 
They will be able to explain why a 
candidate may win the popular vote but not 
win the election. Students will know how 
the number of electoral votes is determined 
for each state; be able to tell how many 
electoral votes your state has, and the 
electoral votes of the six most populous 
states: California, New York, Texas, 
Illinois, Florida, and Pennsylvania. 

Procedure: Point out that if many people 
vote by mail, it will take a very long time 
to count all the votes. So it may be days or 
weeks before we know who was elected. 
And the new president does not take office 
as until January 20, 2021. The candidate 
who wins the most votes in a state wins 
all of the electoral votes of that state. If 
there is a need for recounts, they must be 
completed by December 8, 2020. 

The Electors in each state meet (probably 
virtually) on December 14, 2020 (the first 
Monday after the second Wednesday in 
December after the presidential election): 
The electors cast their ballots and send the 
results to Congress. Congress comes back 
in session on January 3 and counts the 
electoral votes on January 6.

You can demonstrate how a candidate 
can win more popular votes but lose an 
election:

For this sample, use the actual results 
of the 2000 election. Use the numbers 
from above, either on the board or shared 
virtually. Explain that the number in 
parentheses after each state shows the 
electoral votes the state has, based on its 
population.

How many electoral votes does the 
state of Louisiana have? (9) How many 
electoral votes does Florida have? (25) 
How many does New York have? (33) Who 
won Louisiana’s electoral votes? (Bush) 
Florida’s electoral votes? (Bush) Who 
won New York’s electoral votes? (Gore) 
Of these three states, how many electoral 
votes did Bush get? (34)  How many did 

Gore get? (33) Which candidate got the most 
electoral votes? (Bush) Which candidate had 
the highest number of popular votes in these 
three states? (Gore) 

Read the article, using any strategies 
appropriate to your group. Build the 
vocabulary your students need to understand 
the article. Point out that the candidates visit 
and advertise more often  in the states where 
the vote will be close. The “swing states” 
with the most electoral votes are Michigan, 
Pennsylvania, Florida, and Wisconsin, so 
candidates will spend most of their time and 
money in those states. 

There are efforts to change the electoral 
system, with many pros and cons on each 
side. The change may happen before the 
next presidential election. You’ll find more 
information from Realclearpolitics.com and 
other websites. 

A Demand for Justice (page 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
explain some historical reasons for inequality 
between Blacks and whites, and explain why 
there were many demonstrations and protests 
this summer. They will be able to explain 
why certain statues were removed from city 
property, and why names of some places will 
be changed. 

Procedures: Bring in current news 
of continued protests, proposed laws, 
changes that are taking place. Elicit from 
students what they already know about 
the protests. It’s important to stress that 
peaceful demonstrations are protected by 
the Constitution and that those who destroy 
property are breaking the law and taking 
away the power of the millions of people who 
want changes. 

ANSWERS
 1. d
  2. a
  3. d
  4. b 
  5. b
  6. c
  7. c
 8. d
 9. a
 10. a
 11. F (most)
 12. T 
 13. F (Nations) 
 14. F (1492)
 15. F (Halloween)

 16. F (six)
17. F (year)
 18. F (stairs)
 19. F (South)
 20. T
 21. E (literacy)
 22. A (hazard)
 23. F (mischief)
 24. I (looter)
 25. G (spontaneously)
 26. B (famine)
 27. J (syllable)
 28. D (permanent)
 29. C (damp)
 30. H (unarmed)

State  Popular  Votes
              George W. Bush   Al Gore

Louisiana (9)      927,871√            792,344
Florida (25)      2,912,790√         2,912, 253

New York (33) 2,403,374          4,107.697√
Totals:       6,344,035          7,812,284



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

____  1. Hurricane Laura hit states on the  

  a) East Coast.
   b) Pacific Coast.
  c) Mexican Coast.
  d) Gulf Coast.

____  2. The worst damage from Laura was in

   a) Louisiana.
   b) Texas.
  c) Florida.
  d) Arkansas.

____  3. Hurricane Laura’s top wind speed was

   a)  35 miles per hour.
  b) 75 miles per hour.
  c)  100 miles per hour.
  d)  150 miles per hour.

____  4. _____________ declared parts of the 
Gulf Coast as major disaster areas.

   a) Vice President Mike Pence
  b) President Donald Trump
  c) FEMA
  d) The American Red Cross

____  5. When there is a mandatory order for 
evacuation it means

   a) you don’t have to leave.  
b) you must leave.

  c) you can leave if you want to.  
d) it’s too late to leave safely.

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
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____  6. States with more people get more 

  a) senators. 
  b) governors.
  c) electoral votes.
  d) candidates.
   
____  7. In 48 of the states, the candidate with 

the most popular vote gets _____ of 
that state’s electoral votes.

  
  a) 51%
    b) most
  c) all
  d) none   

____  8. The total number of electoral votes is  

  a) 270.
    b) 100.
  c) 435.
  d) 538. 

____  9. A candidate must win 270 ________  
in order to be elected President.

  a) electoral votes
    b) delegates
  c) representatives’ votes
  d) popular votes 

____  10. A “swing state” is a state 

  a) that seems to be evenly divided   
 between two candidates.

  b) has the greatest number of    
 electoral votes

  c) on the West Coast.
  d) with a large number of children.



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, make it true. Write 
a word to replace the underlined word. 

____  11.  California, New York, Texas, Illinois, 
Pennsylvania and Florida are states with 
the fewest electoral votes. _________

____  12.  Verbs that form the past tense by 
adding “d” or “ed” are called regular 
verbs. _____________________

____  13. October 24 is the birthday 
of the United States.                   
_________________________

____  14.  Columbus discovered America in 1942. 
                 _______________________________

____  15. Children dress in costumes and go 
trick or treating on Election Day.                
______________________________

____  16. There are two official languages 
of the United Nations.               
______________________________

____  17.  Change the batteries in your 
smoke detectors twice a month.                  
______________________________

____  18.  In case of fire in a tall building, 
use the elevator to get out. 
_____________________________

____  19. The Civil Rights Movement ended 
legal segregation in the North.                  
______________________________.

____  20. Protesters wanted statues of 
Confederate heroes to be taken down. 
_______________

 III. Building Vocabulary

Write the best word to complete each sentence. 
Write the letter of that word on the line in front 
of the number.  
   Word List

 A.  hazard F. mischief
 B.   famine G.   spontaneously
 C.  damp H. unarmed
 D.  permanent I. looter
 E.   literacy J. syllable

____  21. ____________________ is the ability 
to read and write.

____  22. A __________________ is a condition 
that can cause an accident or fire.

____  23. _____________________ is action 
that annoys people, makes trouble, but 
doesn’t hurt anyone.

____  24. A ________ is a person who steals 
during a time of trouble. 

____  25. Piles of oily rags can _______________ 
burst into flames.

____  26. A _____________  is a time when there 
is not enough food to eat.

____  27. A __________________ is a small part 
of a word and has one vowel sound. 

____  28.  Something that lasts forever is 
__________________________.

____  29.  Something that is a little bit wet is 
_____________________.

____  30. An __________ person does not have a 
gun, knife, or other weapon.
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