
Dear Colleague:

No one could have imagined the year that 
this is. It challenges all of our flexibility, 
energy, and resilience. Whether you 
are teaching online, or not even seeing 
classes...we miss our students’ actual 
presence, don’t we? For teachers who let 
us know before April 10 that your school 
will be closed, we have credited you for 
the extra months. 

If you know your school will be closed 
for the month of June, and want to get 
the papers delivered to your home to have 
ready to give out, or use for September, 
email us with the following: 

A. The address to which the papers are 
usually shipped 

B. the quantity and 

C. Your name and home address where 
you would like the papers rerouted. 

If you just want to cancel your June 
papers, let us know that by May 10 so we 
don’t print, pack, and ship the papers, and 
we can credit you for the month against 
your next order. 

In any case, we will be posting the June 
edition free at the website, just as the May 
and April editions are, so you can use 
those if you are doing online teaching. 

It’s the usual time of year to be ordering 
for next year...and we understand many of 
you don’t know A. if your school will be 
open and B. if there will be any funds. My 
best suggestion is to imagine your school 
will be open until such time as you are told 
otherwise, and order now for next year. 
There will be no price increase, so you 
can use the order forms on page 10 in the 
paper, or at our website: Elizabethclaire.
com. If by any chance your school will be 
closed after you’ve ordered, email us as 
soon as you know, and we will credit you 
against future orders. 

If students are graduating, or leaving 
your Adult Ed class, encourage them to 
subscribe to Easy English NEWS on their 
own. They might ask the local library to 
subscribe to it if it doesn’t already have 
EEN available. 

June’s issue will have election 
information as well as the final two jobs 
topics-- “Job Benefits” and “Starting your 
own business.” We’ll deal with important 
holidays: Flag Day, Father’s Day, and 
the Fourth of July. Heroes and History 
will feature Who is Uncle Sam? and other 
American symbols.  

If you are new to Easy English NEWS, 
you should know that there are 16 pages 
of cloze exercises, short answer tests, and 
critical-thinking questions at our website. 
You can also let students know they can 
use them to test themselves, with the 
newspaper as their source for answers.

Elizabeth Claire and Carol Brigham

Why Should We Stay Home?  
(Page 1 and 9)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
the purposes of staying home: COVID-19 
is extremely contagious; there is no cure; 
there is no treatment; there is no vaccine. 
The only way to slow the virus until there 
are cures, treatments, and vaccines, is to 
not let it spread. Students will understand 
and be able to explain that they can be 
carriers of COVID-19 without symptoms 
and could infect others. Preparation: 
Read the latest news at the CDC.gov about 
the current numbers of infected people, 
locations of “hot spots,” and news of 
developments. 

Procedures: Find out what students 
know about the coronavirus, where it came 
from, how it spreads, how it has shut down 
the U.S. economy. Build vocabulary, and 
read the article. Have students express 
their feelings about staying home, and 
impress upon them that they are doing it 
for others, not just for themselves.

Help for the Economy  
(pages 1 and 9)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
four ways that COVID-19 has affected the 
economy, and three ways the government 
is trying to help. They will be able to 
explain who will be getting the stimulus 
check of $1,200 to help with food and rent. 
Preparation: If you have students that you 
think may qualify for the stimulus check 
(or whose parents may qualify), bring in 

the two pages of 1040 SR tax return form 
to explain how to have money deposited 
in their account. If they didn’t file a return 
because they didn’t need to (or because 
they earned less than $12,500,) they should 
file a return in order to get the $1,200. 

Procedure: Elicit from students what 
they’ve seen or experienced in terms of 
problems people have because of the 
coronavirus. (Schools closing, job layoffs, 
businesses closing, public events canceled, 
weddings, graduations, parties canceled, 
etc.) Have students brainstorm the ripple 
effect of each of these...Who loses money 
when people can’t pay their rent? What 
happens to grocery stores when their 
clerks and stockers become ill? How can 
long distance truck drivers bring food from 
Chicago to New York if the restaurants and 
rest areas on the highways are closed?...
and so forth. 

Events in May (pages 2 and 3)

Have students tell about any holiday in 
May in their native countries.

Asian- and Pacific-Islander-Heritage 
Month Discuss the illustrations: What do 
you see in the picture? Where do these 
traditional activities come from? If you 
have any Asian or Pacific Island students, 
have them prepare a talk or demonstration 
of an art or a traditional skill, such as 
calligraphy, kendo, flower arranging, yoga, 
and so forth. (This is something they can 
still do on your online learning platform 
if you have a video learning component.) 
Other students will enjoy explanations of 
the meanings of Chinese characters and 
practice writing a few words (happiness, 
joy, good luck, etc.) in Chinese, Japanese, 
Korean, Thai, or other Asian script. 

Cinco de Mayo If there are students who 
celebrate this holiday, have them share 
about it. If they know the story of the 
defense of Puebla, have them tell it. 

How did the victory of Mexicans against 
the French at Puebla help the U.S. Union 
Army win the American Civil War? 
(Americans worried that if France ruled 
Mexico, the French would help the South 
in its fight against the north in the U.S. 
Civil War. The victory at Puebla stopped 
the French.) 
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Mother’s Day Have students talk 
about the person who did the mothering 
in their life (it can be a grandmother, 
aunt, step- mother, foster mother, 
or even a father who does/did the 
mothering.) 

Ramadan Read the article. Have any 
Muslim students explain what they 
do during the day and what foods are 
traditional to eat after the sun goes 
down. Have a Muslim tell the story of 
how Mohammed received the words of 
the Koran from the Angel Gabriel while 
he was in a trance.

Armed Forces Day Talk about the 
various branches of the armed services. 
Ask questions such as: Have you or a 
family member been in the armed forces 
in your home country? Was it voluntary 
or required? Was it men only, or men 
and women? Do you think women should 
also have to register?

Talk about the sacrifice that people 
in the Armed Services make for this 
country. They join the Armed Forces 
to follow orders and protect the 
Constitution of the United States. Why 
is it important to remember and honor 
the people who have made that sacrifice 
so the rest of us can enjoy democracy? 
Does anyone in the class have a family 
member in the U. S. Armed Forces? 
Invite a veteran (call the VFW) or 
National Guard representative to speak 
to the class about the work of the Armed 
Forces or the importance of Memorial 
Day. Answer any questions about 
registering for Selective Service. Stress 
that it is also patriotic to work for peace 
and oppose wars. Encourage students 
to watch any parade planned for your 
community (if it hasn’t been canceled 
because of COVID-19). 

Memorial Day The theme here is 
that freedom is not free. Many men 
and women have sacrificed their lives 
to keep the U.S. free. Read the poem 
In Flanders’ Field by John McCrae, a 
Canadian medic at a field hospital in 
Belgium during World War I. The bodies 
were buried near the hospital, with red 
poppies quickly blooming between the 
rows of crosses that mark the graves. 
McCrae did not think his poem was very 
good, and he threw it away. A friend 
found and saved it, and now it is one of 
the most well-known memorial poems. 
Talk about the feeling a person might 
have that their work or their art is not 
good, when others may think it is very 
good. Did anything like that happen to 
them?

This is your page (page 4)

Have students relate the stories to their 
own experiences. Ask questions such as: 
Are there any special foods that you eat 
on holidays in your home country? Do you 
like to make them? Have you ever forgotten 
something when you were traveling? Did 
you get it back? Do you have an anecdote 
about your life to share with the class? 
Where do you shop to get low prices? What 
does your family do for a tornado? Do 
you go to your basement, a closet, a storm 
cellar? How are restaurants in the U.S. 
different from restaurants in your home 
country? 

Who will run against Donald Trump 
for President? (page 5)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
who the Democratic candidate is and who 
dropped out of the race. They will be able 
to explain some of the ways COVID-19 
changed the usual way of campaigning. 
They will tell that COVID-19 has caused 
campaign rallies to be cancelled. They’ll 
be able to tell that it may be necessary for 
conventions to take place online. They will 
be able to tell the concerns about whether 
voting should be by mail or whether people 
should go to the polls to vote. 

Procedures: Ask questions to review 
what students know about the primary 
elections and the candidates. Ask if they 
have seen the candidates on the news: Joe 
Biden, Donald Trump. Review the concept 
of political party, delegate, and convention.  
If your state has not voted yet, explain the 
primary voting process and the uncertainty 
about the conventions taking place and the 
uncertainty about how people will vote in 
November: in person or by mail. 

Your Health: Dr. Ali’s Breakfast  
(page 5)

Dr. Ali’s articles are challenging, but 
give tips that can pay off in better health, 
energy, and ability to learn. Read the 
article, build the vocabulary, and discuss 
how the body will begin to like something 
that is good for it even if at first you don’t 
like it. Explain that Dr. Ali’s column is for 
information, and they should not take it 
as medical advice to them. Each person is 
unique and should consult his or her own 
medical advisor when ill. At some other 
time, when schools are open again, revisit 
the article, bring in some Very Veggie 
vegetable juice and some 3-ounce cups to 
sample the juice. Talk about the value of 
the minerals in vegetables. 

America the Beautiful:   
Shenandoah National Park (page 6)

Objectives: Students will be able to 

tell where Shenandoah National Park is and 
some of the reasons that people go there. 
Procedures:  On a wall map, find Virginia 
and then the location for Shenandoah 
National Park. Have students describe 
what they see in the photographs. Ask 
questions such as Have you ever been to 
any mountains? How do forests make you 
feel? What kind of animals live there?  After 
reading the article, have students look at the 
photographs of things to see in Shenandoah 
again. Ask students which things they would 
do if they visited Shenandoah National Park. 

Heroes and History: Living through a 
pandemic (page 7)

When we were wondering what event 
in American history would be suitable to 
offer our newcomers in the May issue, we 
discussed several. But it dawned on us that 
there is no historic event bigger or more 
important in their lives than the event we are 
all going through now.

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
why right now is an important historic event. 
They will be encouraged to keep a journal 
of their experiences, feelings, and learnings. 
Procedures: After reading the two front 
page articles, ask students for their own 
personal experiences. What will they tell their 
grandchildren about these times? Suggest that 
they write about their experiences and send a 
copy to us at ESL@elizabethclaire.com We 
will print many of the readers’ stories at our 
website. If we print any in This Is Your Page 
in Easy English NEWS, we will pay $20, so 
the writers should include their home address. 
We will not publish their address, only their 
name and city. 

1. a
2. b
3. c
4. d
5. b
6. b
7. a
8. c
9. a
10. c
11. F (May)
12. F (Mother’s)
13. F (month) 
14. F (the  
     Koran) 
15. F (Mexican)

16. F (Memorial Day)
17. F (young men)
18. T
19. F (Virginia)
20. T  
21. C  (yoga)
22. H (social  
     distancing)
23. A (poppy)
24. J (dehydrated)
25. I (organic)
26. F (hiker)
27. D (optimistic)
28. B (creatures)
29. E (postpone)
30. G (evaporates)

ANSWERS



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

____  1. Doctors, nurses, and grocery clerks
 
  a)   are all essential workers.
  b)   are all immune to COVID-19.
  c)   all need ventilators.
  d)   all work in field hospitals.

____  2. Non-essential workers have a job to do. 
That job is

 
  a)   help out at the hospitals.  

b)   stay at home.
  c)   visit people in nursing homes.
  d)   live their lives in a normal way.

____  3. The U.S. Navy Ship Mercy 

  a)   takes people on cruises.
  b)   carries sailors to places at war.
  c)   is a hospital with 1,000 beds.
  d)   belongs to New York City.

____  4. It’s important to “flatten the curve”

  a)    so everyone has a chance to vote.
  b)   so people don’t have to climb.
  c)   to improve the economy. 
  d)   so everyone isn’t sick at the same  

 time.

____  5. To stop the spread of COVID-19, 
everyone should _____ when they go 
outside.

  a)  wear a hat
  b)  wear a mask
  c)  use a ventilator
  d)  see a doctor 

____  6.  The U.S. government passed a 2.3 trillion 
dollar stimulus bill that will help

  a) doctors find a cure for cancer.
  b) workers and small businesses.
  c) protect the environment.   
  d) win the war in the Middle East.

____  7. Who will pay for a person with COVID-19 to 
get tests and medical treatment?

  a) the U.S. government
  b)  each hospital
  c)  the person’s family 
  d)  Workers’ Compensation Insurance

____  8. During the COVID-19 pandemic, when a 
renter cannot pay the rent, the landlord

  a)  can evict them right away.
  b)  can never evict them.
  c)  cannot evict them for 120 days.
  d)  can double the rent.

____  9. During this pandemic, it has become a 
tradition to 

  a)  thank health care workers every day. 
b)  invite health care workers to schools.

  c)  have parties for health care workers.
  d)  bake cookies for health care workers.

____  10. There may be a vaccine against COVID-19

  a)  by May 31.
  b) by September 1.
  c)  in 18 months.
  d) this month.

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 

May 2020 Quiz I
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Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

II. Events in May

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, write a word to 
replace the underlined word to make the sentence 
true. 

____  11.  March is Asian/Pacific-
Islander Heritage month. 
___________________________

____  12. Father’s Day is the 
second Sunday in May. 
_______________________________

____  13. Ramadan is a holy week for Muslims.  
_________________________

____  14. Muslims read the Bible 
each day during Ramadan.   
__________________________

____  15. Cinco de Mayo reminds us of the day 
when the American army defeated a 
French army at Puebla.  

              ______________________________

____  16.  On Mother’s Day, Americans remember 
the soldiers who died in U.S. wars. 

                 ______________________________

____  17. All young women between 18 and 
25 must register with the Selective 
Services. 

                ______________________________

____  18.  The poem, In Flanders Fields is about 
the soldiers who died in World War I. 
_______________________________

____  19. Shenandoah National Park is in  
California.  _______________________

____  20.  Joe Biden will be the Democratic 
candidate to run for president. 

          _______________________________

 III. Building Vocabulary

 Write the letter of the best word for each 
sentence. 
   Word List

A.  poppy   F. hiker
B.  creatures  G. evaporates
C.  yoga    H. social distancing
D.  optimistic  I.  organic
E.   postpone  J.  dehydrated

____  21. A form of exercise and meditation from 
India is  ________________________ .

____  22. One way to prevent the spread of the 
coronavirus is ___________________.

____  23. A _______________________ is a 
bright red flower.

____  24. When a person does not drink 
enough fluids, he or she may become 
__________________________.

____  25. For the best of health, eat 
_______________ food that has no 
artificial additives or chemicals.

____  26. A person who enjoys walking through 
the woods, up and down hills is a  
__________________. 

____  27. It’s good to be ___________________
about the future.

____  28. People and animals are all 
____________________________.

____  29. We will have to __________________
our final exams because of the 
coronavirus.  

____  30. Water _________________ when it is 
boiled.
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