
Dear Colleague:

Wow, what a year it is. It will be long 
in the history books. Our profound 
amazement for the teachers working so 
hard to get instruction across to students 
with limited understanding of English. 
Everyone in education—from teachers 
and administrators to students and support 
staff; from writers and editors to printers, 
packers, and shippers—are all struggling 
to deal with uncertainty, hardship, and 
running out of funds. Every once in a 
while we have to remember to breathe 
deep and take in the oxygen we need. 

You’ve had to learn new skills...how 
to teach online, and the challenges that 
presents. I’m planning to take the summer 
to learn new skills as well. Please check 
the emails we send to you (sign up at the 
website to be sure to get them) which will 
let us keep in contact with you. Just in 
case I have time for a regular webinar, let 
me know what questions you might want 
answered out of my 45 years of being an 
ESL educator. 

We need to know: Will you be ordering 
Easy English NEWS for the next school 
year? (We hope you do, but a yes or a no 
or a maybe will help us in our planning. 
An email to ESL@elizabethclaire.com 
will do.) For teachers who want the digital 
version—The January through June 2020 
editions are posted FREE at our website: 
elizabethclaire.com. We can’t produce 
the online PDF of Easy English NEWS 
free in the future, sorry to say. We’re 
looking for a licensing system so you can 
order the number of uses of the online 
edition you need...But as of May 13, we 
haven’t figured that out yet. We’ll email 
that information to you. The print version, 
however, is our strong suit. Prices for 
2020-2021 print version will be the same 
as for 2019-2020. 

We’d love to get stories and letters from 
students about their experiences during 
the pandemic. We’ll post interesting ones 
to share at our website. We will pay $20 
for the best 6 articles about readers’ true 
experiences with COVID-19 and publish 
them in the September paper. They can 
send them to ESL@elizabethclaire.com. 
Be sure they include their name, current 
mailing address and native country.

If students are leaving your program 
and won’t be coming back in September, 
encourage them to get Easy English 
NEWS delivered to their homes; it’s $45 
for ten months to have current events, 
vocabulary, reading, election news, culture 
and survival skills, humor, idioms, and 
the crossword puzzle delivered to their 
doors. They will have access to the online 
tests, audio recordings, and links to 
Youtube videos. (Remind them that their 
subscription will start with the September 
issue. We don’t publish in July or August.) 
They can use the order form on page 10 of 
the paper. 

Meanwhile, other good summer reading 
for your students would be American 
Manners and Customs-3. Yes, that’s Book 
THREE. Long promised and finally hot off 
the press by the first week of June! $18 at 
our website. Free shipping.

Elizabeth Claire and Carol Brigham

  
When Will It Be Over? 
(pages 1 and 5)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell the conflicts in the country between 
protecting health and protecting the 
economy. They will be able to tell the good 
news and the bad news developing about 
COVID-19.

Procedures: Elicit from students their 
own experiences this month with staying 
at home or being essential workers. Ask 
questions such as How do you like taking 
classes online? What are the problems 
with it? What has been happening in your 
family? Who is at home with you? How do 
you stay healthy? What exercises do you 
do? What TV or movies are you watching? 
What do you miss most because of the 
stay-at-home restrictions? Read the article 
as students read along. Then have students 
take turns reading a paragraph each. 
Explain the vocabulary as needed. Discuss 
the dilemma the country is in (explain 
dilemma): With businesses closed, people 
can’t earn a living or enjoy the world. 
There is danger of a Great Depression as 
bad as the one from 1929-1941. But if 
businesses open and people walk around 
freely, many more people will become sick 
and need hospital care. Hospitals will be 

over-loaded again. It’s important to have 
patience, to keep following the news and 
the guidelines in your state, avoid getting 
sick, protect the elderly and others, and 
to have plans for the different futures that 
may occur. One thing is certain: the future 
is not certain. We need some power in 
dealing with uncertainty without getting 
confused or frustrated. We need to use 
our time well by learning new skills and 
keeping healthy. 

Starting Your Own Business 
(pages 1 and 9) 

There are two articles on jobs this month, 
as we moved May’s article on Job Benefits to 
June to make room for more COVID-19 news 
in May. Decide which article makes sense as 
the first one to tackle. 

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell some of the reasons people start their 
own business and two ways a business can 
earn money (sell a product or provide a 
service.) They will be able to tell ways to 
get help and training for starting a business 
and list some of the steps that are needed 
to start a business. What would be the 
difficulties of starting a business during a 
pandemic that has forced many stores to be 
closed? What kinds of business can work 
using the Internet and a website? 

Procedures: Ask students such questions 
as: What is a business? What businesses 
are in your neighborhood? Which ones 
are open? Why, do you think? Which ones 
are closed? Why? What businesses have 
you worked for? Do you know the owner 
of a business? How did he or she start the 
business? Have you taken any business 
classes at school? Tell about them. Do 
you hope to have a business of your own 
someday? Why or why not? 

Read the article. Brainstorm with 
students the kinds of services they could 
sell or products they could make or 
buy to resell. Examples: dog walking, 
babysitting, house cleaning, baking, 
car washing, gardening, home repairs. 
Have them write out a business plan for 
an imaginary business answering the 
questions in the article. Ask them to list 
the steps they would take to start the 
business. Have each student prepare a 
commercial advertisement for their product 
or service and present it to the class. 
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Warn students of the dangers of business 
scams and the pros and cons of multi-level 
marketing. Social media has made multi-
level marketing more visible; however, the 
risks are still the same: long hours, lots of 
personal expense, and very little chance of 
success. 

Events in June and July  
(pages 2 and 3)

Flag Day  Not everyone has the strong 
personal reactions to their flag that many 
Americans do. Have students learn the 
Pledge of Allegiance and the meaning 
of the words. Point out that these words 
express an ideal (explain ideal) that we 
believe in, even if the ideal is not always 
realized. Have students draw and color 
the U.S. flag, and the flags of their home 
countries. On the American flag, red 
symbolizes courage and the blood of 
patriots; blue symbolizes justice; and white 
symbolizes purity. Ask: Why do countries 
have flags? (A uniting symbol; patriotic 
feelings; identification; ID for ships.) 
How do you feel about the flag of your 
home country?  Read the text, explain the 
vocabulary of the Star-Spangled Banner. 
Play a recording of it and have students 
learn to sing it. Teach flag manners. (The 
U.S. flag must never touch the ground, 
should never be worn as clothing, flag 
flown at half mast for national sorrow. 
Check Wikipedia for more ‘flag etiquette’.) 
You can connect this article to the Symbols 
of America article on pages 6 and 7.

Father’s Day Have students talk about 
their fathers or other men in their lives 
who have helped them or influenced them. 
Talk about men’s roles and women’s roles 
in the U.S. and how they have changed in 
the past 50 years. Elicit a list of jobs that 
have to be done in a home. Have students 
list the people in their homes. Let them 
know that every family is different, and 
there are no fixed rules for every family, 
but most of the jobs have to be done by 
someone. Ask: Who works to support the 
family; cooks; shops for food; cleans the 
house; takes out the garbage; washes 
clothes; takes care of small children; sets 
rules for older children; helps children 
with homework; goes to parent conferences 
with teachers; fixes things that are broken; 
carries heavy things; decides how to spend 
the family’s money; makes important 
decisions for the family; takes care of the 
car?

Summer Ask students how they will 
continue their education during the summer. 
So much depends on COVID-19. The only 
thing certain is that things are uncertain. Is 
there a summer break in your home country? 
How long is it? What do you think of the U.S. 
custom of a 10-week break from school? 

Fourth of July There have been other 
democracies in the world before 1776, 
but the United States is now the oldest 
established democracy in the world. 
Our revolution and the Declaration 
of Independence set an example for 
other people who also had a desire for 
independence and a Constitution: France, 
Mexico, Haiti, many countries of Central 
and South America, and others. Many 
cities have canceled their fireworks 
displays to keep people from gathering in 
crowds. New York’s Macy’s fireworks may 
still be in the plans, for people to watch 
from windows or the roofs of buildings. 
Discuss dangers of fireworks and why they 
are best left to the experts to handle.

Political Conventions  Objectives: 
Students will understand that political 
parties convene to choose their party’s 
nominee and vice presidential candidate. 
They will know when the conventions 
are and how they can see them on 
TV. Preparation: Keep abreast of 
the latest news so you can answer 
students’ questions. Donald Trump is the 
presumptive nominee of the Republican 
Party. As of press time on May 13, Joe 
Biden looked certain to be the Democratic 
candidate after Bernie Sanders dropped 
out. However, because of the canceling 
of some primary elections, he had not yet 
received the 1,991 necessary delegates. 
The nomination will be decided at 
the convention in August (which was 
postponed from July). It’s not certain if 
the conventions will have all the delegates 
meet in the convention halls or if they will 
be virtual (explain virtual). Procedures: 
Encourage students to watch and listen 
for news of the upcoming conventions 
and campaign over the summer. Ask 
students questions such as: Who is the vice 
president of the U.S. today? Why do you 
think a vice president is important? What 
is the vice president’s job?

This Is Your Page (page 4)

After reading the stories, ask students 
questions such as: Were you here last year 
on the Fourth of July? What did you do on 
that holiday? Is there a similar holiday in 
your home country? How do you celebrate 
it? How did you make new friends when 
you came to the U.S.? People who come 
from different places have accents. Do you 
hear different accents of Americans from 
different parts of the U.S.? Is it hard for 
you to understand them? Are American 
clothes different from clothes in your home 
country? Tell about it. 

Symbols of America (pages 6 and 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
14 symbols of the United States and tell 
where a person might see them. They will 

be able to tell the meanings of some of 
the symbols. Students will be able to tell 
where the president lives and which four 
presidents are carved into Mt. Rushmore. 
They will be able to describe Uncle Sam. 

Procedures: Read the article with the 
students. Ask questions such as: Why do 
you think the oak is a symbol of strength? 
Why does the bald eagle represent 
freedom? Ask students if they can name 
any other American symbols (American 
flag, American bison, the colors red, white, 
and blue, Washington Monument, Lincoln 
Memorial, the Alamo, Yankee Doodle, “In 
God We Trust”, the Capitol Building, the 
Pentagon.) Have students research your 
state’s flag, the state animal, state flower, 
etc. Are there any symbols on your state’s 
flag? What do they mean? Are there any 
words? What language are they in? What 
do they mean? Explain the Latin words on 
the great seal: Annuit coeptis: He (God) 
approves our work.

Novus ordo seclorum: A New Order of 
the Ages (meaning the beginning the era of 
America, a new country).

Job Benefits (page 10)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
describe a number of benefits that some 
employers might give, and the value of those 
benefits to a worker. Procedure: Ask students 
what jobs they have (or had) or what jobs they 
did/would want to prepare for in the future. 
What would they like about those jobs? How 
much do those jobs pay? What else does a good 
job give a worker? Why would an employer 
give good benefits to workers? Why do some 
employers not give benefits? 

ANSWERS
1. d
2. c
3. c
4. a
5. b
6. a
7. c
8. b
9. a
10. c
11. F  
    (American)
12. T
13. F (Fourth)
14. F (June)
15. T

16. F (president)
17. T
18. F (France)
19. F (blue)
20. F (president)
21. I (exhale)
22. C  
     (corporation)
23. G (resume)
24. A (capital)
25. F (precautions)
26. J (essential)
27. B (liberty)
28. E (frustrated)
29. D (effective)
30. H (collapse)



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date _____________

____  1.  Which country has the most COVID-19 
cases in the world?

  a) China  
  b) Russia 
  c) Italy 
  d) the United States

____  2. As of May 13, thirty-three million 
Americans

 
  a)  recovered from COVID-19. 
  b) died of COVID-19.
  c)  were unemployed.
  d)  went bankrupt.

____  3. In social distancing, people should 

  a) protest against their state’s rules.
  b)  be safe by staying in crowds. 
  c)  stay six feet away from other   

 people. 
  d)  travel to visit their families. 

____  4. Which one of these sentences is true?

  a)  Many states began to end stay-at-  
 home restrictions in early May.

  b) The COVID-19 pandemic will be   
 over soon. 

  c)  Scientists have found a vaccine to  
 protect against COVID-19. 

  d)  Eight million Americans need tests  
 for COVID-19.

____  5. President Trump wants to restart the 
economy in order to

  a)  keep businesses closed.
  b)  pull the country out of a recession. 
  c)  increase the number of COVID-19  

 cases. 
  d)  help the coronavirus disappear. 

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 

June 2020 Quiz I
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____  6. One of the great American Dreams is to 

  a) have your own business.
  b) become a movie star.
  c) become a SCORE executive.
  d) win the bronze medal at the      

       Olympics.

____  7. A bank will let you open a business 
checking account when you have

  a) a SCORE advisor.
  b) no upper limit on the money  

       you can earn.
  c) a federal tax identification  number.
  d)  a lot of customers. 

____  8. Using credit cards to borrow money for 
your business 

  a) is a good idea.
  b) is the most expensive form of   

 debt.
  c) will help your business to succeed.
  d) will be easy to pay back. 

____  9. One reason many businesses may fail their 
first year is that

  a) they don’t have enough capital.
  b) the owners work too hard.
  c) they have a business plan.
  d) a SCORE executive helps them.

____  10.  A distributor in a multi-level-marketing 
business 

  
  a) makes quick  profits.
  b) gets free samples and advertising.
  c) must recruit other people to sell   

 products too.
  d) usually stays in business for a long  

 time.



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date _____________

II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, write a word to 
replace the underlined word to make the sentence 
true. 

____  11. There are 13 stripes and 50 stars on the 
Canadian flag. ____________________

____  12. Francis Scott Key wrote the Star-
Spangled Banner.  
_________________________________

____  13. America’s Independence Day is the 
Fifth of July.                   
_________________________________

____  14.  Hurricane season begins on August 1.
              _________________________________

____  15. Joe Biden and Bernie Sanders are 
members of the Democratic Party.    
_________________________________

____  16. Delegates at political 
conventions in August choose 
the candidates for governor. 
_______________________________

____  17.  The bald eagle is America’s national 
bird. 
_________________________________

____  18. The people of Germany gave the Statue 
of Liberty to the U.S. in 1886.    
_________________________________

____  19.  Uncle Sam wears the colors red, white, 
and green.

              _________________________________
.  
____   20. The vice president lives in the White 

House.
              _________________________________

III. Building Vocabulary

Write the letter of the best word for each 
sentence. 
   Word List

A.  capital   F.   precautions
B.  liberty   G.  resume
C.   corporation  H.  collapse
D.  effective  I.   exhale
E.   frustrated  J.   essential

____  21. Sick people can spread 
COVID-19 when they 
__________________________.

____  22. A business that has many owners is a   
_____________________________.

____  23. If you have lost your job, you probably 
want to _________________ working 
soon.

____  24. You need a good idea, a plan, and enough 
___________________ to start a business.

____  25. It’s important to take ______________ 
so you won’t spread COVID-19.

____  26. Nurses, doctors, truck drivers, and meat 
packers are _______________ workers.

____  27. The Statue of _____________________ 
is a symbol of freedom.

____  28. People become __________________ 
when they are not able to do the things 
they want to do.

____  29. It’s important to have a safe and 
________________vaccine.

____  30. A building that is not strong may 
_____________________ during an 
earthquake.
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